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DIALOGUE XI. 


HE Morning had been wet. At Noon 
27 WEE the Rain ceaſed. But the Heavens ſtill 
Kb TT continued | net” cbwigs Evening, 
gentle eaſtern Gale ſprung up; which 
SEL wx diſſipated the dead Calm, and cleared 

es the Face of the Sky.—The Sun, that 
had been muffled in Clouds, dropped the Veil. Diſ- 
engaged from the duſky Shroud, He ſhone forth with 
peculiar Splendor. His Beams, endeared by their late 
Suſpenſion, were doubly welcome, and produced an- 
uſual Gaiety. th | 

At this JunQure, Theron and Aſpafio walked abroad. 

They walked alternately on the Terraces ; one of which 
was oppoſite to the Country, the other contiguous to 
the Parterre. Where the Gales, impregnated with 
the /re/eft Exhalations of ſoftened Nature, breathed 
the Smell of Meads, and Heaths, and Groves. Or 
elſe, ſhaking the Cluſters of Roſes, and ſweeping the 


Beds of Fragrance, they flung Balm and Odours thro 
the Air. 
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At a Diſtance, were heard the Bleatings of the 
Flock, mingled with the Lowings of the milky Mo- 
thers. While more melodious Muſic, warbled from 
the neighbouring Boughs, and ſpoke aloud the Joy of 
their feathered Inhabitants. And not only ſpoke 
their Joy, but ſpread an additional Charm over all the 
Landichape. For, amidft ſuch Strains of native Har- 
monty, the breathing Perfumes ſmell more ſweet ; the 
ſtreaming Rills ſhine more clear; and the univerſal 
Proſpect looks more gay. 

Then was experienced, what Milton ſo delicately 
deſcribes; 


If chance the radiant Sun with farewel Sweet 
Extend his Evening Beam, the Fields Fevive, 
The Birds their Notes renews, and bleating Herds 
Aiteſi their Foy, that Hill and Valley rings. 


They could not but obſerve, with Wonder and 


Delight, the exquiſite Beauty, and immenſe Magnifi- 


cence of Things. They were ſtruck with the deep- 
eſt Admiration of that ALMIGHTY MAJESTY ; 
who hung the Sun in Vaults of Azuie, and clothed 
his Orb with Robes of Luſtre. Whoſe Right-hand 
ſpanneth the Heavens, and firetcheth them out as a Tent, 
for innumerable Creatures, Worlds, Syitems to dwell 
in 4. Charmed they were, at the Conſideration of 
the CREA'TOR's boundleſs Beneficence. Who lifts 
up the Light of his Countenance, and Joy is ſhed; 
who opens his munificent Hand, and Plenty is poured 
throughout all the Regions of the Univerſe. Inſo- 
much, that even inanimate Beings ſeem to ſmile under 
a Senſe of the Bleffings : and though they find not a 
Tongue to praiſe, yet ſpeak their Acclamations by their 
glaadened Looks. 

Ther. How very different, Maſio, is this delightſul 
Appearance of Things, from your ill-favoured Dec- 
trines of original Guilt, and original Depravity ! Your 


Doctrine is a Contradiction to the Language of Na- 


ture. Nature ſays, through all her Works, hat 
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« GOD is good, and Men are made to be happy.” 
Whereas, your Opinion would turn the whole World 
into a vaſt Hoſpital, and make every individual Per- 
ſon, a Leper or a Lazarus. 

Aſp. 1 join with my Theron, and with univerſal 
Nature, it bearing witneſs to the Goodneſs of our 
GOD. And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it 
more, nothing manifeſts it ſo much, as the Doc- 
trine of our Fall in Adam, connected with our Reco- 
very in CHRIST.—Only in one Particular I am 
obliged to diſſent. It is not my Opinion, that avould 
make, but the Sin of our Forefather that has made, the 
whole World an Infirmary, and every individual Per- 
ſon a Leper. . 

Ther. At this Rate, You would croud into that 
Angle Act of Diſobedience, Evils more numerous, and 
more fatal, than the Plagues that were lodged in Pan- 
dora's Box, or the Troops that were ſtowed in the 
Tran Horſe. 

Aſp. Far more numerous, and infinitely more per- 
nicious.— The Fable of Pandoras Box ſeems to 
have been a Shred of the Doctrine, picked up by the 
Heathen Wits, and faſhioned according to their ſpor- 
tive Fancy. This would, if there was any Occaſion 
for ſuch weak Aſſiſtance, bring in the Pagan Theo- 
logy, as a ſubſidiary Evidence to our Cauſe. — The 
Trojan Horſe poured Ruin upon a fingle City; bur 
the primitive Tranſgreſſion intailed Miſery upon all 
Generations. | 

Ther. You have advanced this heavy Charge pretty 
ſtrenuouſly, I muſt confeis. But without deſcendi 
to Facts, or appealing to Experience. All the In- 
vectives are general and declamatory, none pointing and 
particular. 

Aſp. It is eaſy, my dear Friend, too eaſy to draw 
up a particular Bill of Indictment; and not only to 
ſpecify the Facts, but to demonſtrate the Charge. Ex- 
perience, ſad Experience will furniſh Us with a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, and prove my Remonſtrances to be 
more than Invectives. | 

Were we to diſſect human Nature, as, in our laſt 
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Converſation, You treated the animal Syſtem, we 
ſhould find the Leproſy of Corruption, ſpreading itſelf 
through our whole Frame. For which Reaſon, it is 
ſtyled, by an inſpired Writer, © The old Man“.“ 
Old; becauſe, in its Commencement, it was early as 
the Fall; and, in its Communication to Individuals, 
is coeval with their Being. Man; becauſe it has 
tainted the Body, infected the Soul, and diſordered the 
whole Perſon. 

St. Paul, deſcribing a profligate Converſation, ſpeaks 


in this remarkable Manner; fulfilling the Deſi: es of the 


Fleſh, and of the Mind . By the Deſires ot the Flejh, 


He means thoſe irregular Inclinations, which correſ- 


pond with the animal Part of our Frame. By the 
Deſires of the Mind, thoſe evil Propenſities, which 
are more immediately ſeated in the ixtellecmal Facul- 
ties. And by beth, He very ſtrongly expreſſes the 
total Depravation of our Nature. 

Ther. What You call evil Propenſities, I am apt to 


think, are not really ſinful, but appointed for the 
'Tryal of our Virtue.—Nay, ſince they are confeſſed- 


ly natural, they cannot be in themſelves evil. Be- 
cauſe, upon this Suppoſition, GOD, who is the Au- 
thor of our Nature, would be the Author alſo of our 
Sin. 

Ap. Then You imagine, that Propenſities to Evil, 
are void of Guilt. This is the Poriſb Notion, but 


neither the Moſaic nor the Apofiolic Doctrine. — In the 


Law of Moſes it is written, Thou ſhalt not covet T 
The divine Legiſlator prohibits, not only the inqui- 
tous Practice, but the evil Deſire.— The Apoſtle 
* it in Charge to the Colaſſiams, Mortify your Mem- 
bers, which are upon the Earth; Fornication, Unclean- 
meſs, inordinate Affection, and which is the Source of 
all, evil Concupiſcence ||. Now, can that be free from 
Guilt, which We are commanded to mortify? Which, 
if not mortified, denominates Us Children of Ditobe- 
-dience, and ſubjects Us to the Wrath F of GOD? 
Though theſe Propenſities are confeſſedly natural, 
| they 
Rom. vi. 6. + Eph. ii. 3. T Exod. xx. 17. 
Col. iii. 5. § Col. iii. 6, 
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they may be evil notwithſtanding. St. Paul oppoſes 


what is natural, to what is ſpiritual. Inſtead of com- 
mending it, as innocent; He condemns it, as foolifp*, 
baſe , and criminal 4. Neither does this make the 
AUTHOR of our Nature, the Author of our Sin. 
But it proves, that our Nature has ſuſtained a deplor- 
able Loſs: that it is quite different from its original 
State: that, what is ſpoken of the Maelitiſß People, 
is applicable to the human Race ; I planted Thee a noble 
Vine, wholly a right Seed: ha then art Thou turned into 
the degenerate Plant of a flrange Vine? 

However, let Us obſerve your Propoſal: dwell no 
longer on general Hints, but deſcend to a particular 
Examination. As our Examination will chiefly re- 
- wm the Soul, let me inquire, What are her principal 

aculties ? 

Ther. The Under/anding, the Will, and the Afec- 
tions. Theſe are the molt diſtinguiſhed Powers which, 
that Queen of the human Oeconomy retains in her 
Service. Theſe, like the ſeveral iſtributions of 
ſome noble River, run through the whole Man; to 
quicken, fertilize, and enrich all his Converſation. — 
But You repreſent them Litter, as the Waters of 
Marah ; unwholeſome, as tae Streams of Jericho; noxi- 
ous, as the Pottage prepared ſor the Sons of the Prophets. 

Aſp. Nor is this a Miſrepreſentation, For, ſuch 
they really are; till divine Grace, like Mofes's 
Wood 6, like Elia's Salt J, or the Meal ““ caſt in 
by that holy Man of GOD, faveeten them, purify 
them, and render their Operations ſalutary. 

Ihe Underſtanding claims our firft Regard. — This, 
however qualified to ſerve the Purpoſes of civil Life, 
is unable to diſcover the Truths, in which Wiſdom 
conſiits; or to form the Tempers, from which Hap- 
pineſs flows. 

Let Us take our Specimen, not from the unculti- 
vated Savages of Afric, but from the politeſt Na- 
tion in Europe, The Grecians piqued themſelves on 


9.3 Car. id. bd + 2 Pet. ii. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 3. 
|| Jer. ii. 21. § Exod. xv. 25. 12 Kings ii. 
21.z 22, ** 2 Kings iv. 41. 
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their intellectual Accompliſhments. They termed 
all the ref of Mankind Barbarians. Vet, even theſe 
Sons of Science, frefe//ing themſelves wiſe, were, in 
Fact, egregious Fools“. Not to enumerate the ſhock- 
ing Immoralities, which the Poets aſcribed to their 
Deities. Not to inſiſt upon the groſs Idolatries, 
which the common People practiſed in their Worſhip. 
Even their Philo/ophers, the moſt improved and pene- 
trating Genuiſes, were unacquainted with the very 


it Principle F of true Religion. Even they could 


not pronounce, with an unfaultering Tongue 4, 
That GOD is oxe”. 
Ther. 


* Rom. i. 22. | 

+ The firft of all the Commandments is, Hear O Iſracl, The 
LORD wr GOD is oxs LORD; and gone Hon late the 
LORD, &c. From which it appears, that the Unity of the 
CODHEAD, is the Foundation of all the divine Command- 
ments, and of all human Worſhi 

T Unfault:ring—For though, in Plato's Book of Laws, We 
meet with o Se- O:2-—Toy Otto again and again; yet He 
100Nn departs from this j#nd Sprech, and relapſes into the Language 
of Idolatry. 

A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have Socrates ex- 
empted from this Charge.--I wiſh, I could gratify his benevolent 
Temper, and ſpare that amiable Philoſopher. But, however 


tuſtly He ray expreſs Himſelf on ſome Occaſions, at other 


Times He wavers; He evidently revolts; and is moſt pitiably 
inconſiſtent with Himſel! —Even in his excellent Conference with 
Ariflcdemus, where He argues admirably well for the Exiſtence, 
He cannot ſteadily adhere to the Unity of the GODHEAD.— 
Nay ; in his laſt ſolemn Apology before his Judges, He publickly 
rencunces the Truth; declares, that He worſhipped thoſe Gods, 
which were acknowledged by his Countrymen ; worſhipped them, 


and no other; on the ſame Feſtivals, at the ſame Altars, and 


in the ſame ( 1do/atrous ) Manner. No other : theſe are his Words, 
O He erg eywyt us AO», 2 Hpac, — ro Tvv T&lo Ow, gle v 
rn XKc4y91; Act pogiy, dle Opavus, gl; ovoualuy * Oz; ava- 
rt αᷓ Socrat. Memor. L. I. c: i. Se. 11, 24. 


Let none conclude, from this or any other Paſſage, That We 


would conſign over all the Heathens to Damnation. This is as 
lar from our Intention as it is foreign to the Argument, We 
are only like Witneſſes, ſummoned to give in our Evidence. 
From which it appears, that the very beſt among the Genres, 
were ignorant of the true GOD; or, if they krew Him, in any 
Degree, they glorified Him nat as GOD; but became wain in 

their 
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Ther. With regard to the Philoſophers, the Preju- 
dices of a wrong Education, might pervert their Judg- 
ment; or, in Compliance with the 1 


they might adopt Cuſtoms, and aſſent to Notions, 


which they did not thoroughly approve. 3 

Aſp. A poor Compliment this to their Integrity! 
Had I been their Advocate, methinks, I would have 
ere up the Sagacity of my Clients, rather than their 

idelity to the Cauſe of GOD and Truth. 

With reference to the /upreme Good, they were 
equally at a loſs. — There's not one among all the in- 
ferior Creatures; not even the crow ling Worm, or 
the buzzing Fly; but perceives what is Sengſicial, and 
purſues it; diſcerns what is pernicious, and avoid it. 
The Caterpillar, whoſe Nouriſhment is from one par- 
ticular Species of Vegetables, never makes a wrong 
Application to another : never is allured by the Fra- 
grance of the Auricula, or dazzled by the Splendor 
of the Tulip; but conſtantly diſtinguiſhes, and as 
conſtantly adheres to the Leaf, which affords her the 
proper Food. So /agacious are the meaneſt Animals, 
with relation to their reſpective Happineſs! While 
the moſt celebrated of the Heathen Sages were, on 
a Subject of the very ſame Import, mere Dotards. _— 
Varro reckons up no leſs than two hundred and eighty- 
eight different Opinions, concerning the true Good; 
and not one of them derives it from the true Source, 
I mean a Conformity to the ever-bleſſed GO D, and 
an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfections. 

If, on theſe /eading Points, they were fo erroneous ; 
no Wonder, that they were bewildered in their other 
Reſearches. 

Ther. We are not inquiring into the Circumſtances 
of this or that particular Nation; but into the State of 
Mankind in general. 


their Imagination, and vile in their Worſhip, Whether they ſhall 
obtain Mercy, or which of them ſhall be Objects of divine Cle- 
mency, is left ſolely to the Determination of their ſupreme, un- 
erring, righteous JUDGE: 


Ion noſtrum eſt tantas componere Lites, 
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Aſp. Caſt your Eye, Theron, upon thoſe Swallows. 
They ſhoot themſelves, with ſurpriſing Rapidity, 
through the Air. I ſhould take them for ſo many 
living Arrows, were it not for their ſhifting, winding, 
wanton Motions. _ Are not theſe what You call Birds 
of Paſſage * 

Ther. Theſe, and ſome other of the feathered 
Race, are our conſtant Viſitants in Summer; but 
leave Us, at the Approach of Winter. As ſoon as 
the Weather becomes cold, they aſſemble themſelves 
in a Body; and concert Meafures, for their Depar- 


ture. Who convenes the Aſſembly - hat Debates: 


ariſe—Or how they communicate the Re{olution 
taken—.I do not preſume to ſay, This is certain, 
that not one of them diſlodges, till the Affair is 
ſettled, and the Proclamation has been publiſhed. 
Not a ſingle Loiterer is to be ſeen, when the Troops 
are preparing for the Decampment; not a ſingle 
Straggler to be found, when they have once begun 
their March. —Having finiſhed their Journey through 
the Land, their Wings become a fort of Sails“; and 
they launch, not into, but over the Ocean. With- 
out any Compaſs, to regulate their Courie; or any 
Chart, to make Obſervations in their Voyage; they 
arrive faiely at the defired Shore. And what is til] 
more extraordinary, they always find the readieſt 
Way, and the ſhorteſt Cut. 

Aſp. The Stork in the Heavens knoweth her afpoint- 
ed limes: and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the 


Saballoau, obferve the Time of their Coming: but my 


People know not the Judgment of their GO DF. 
'The young Ones of thoſe Birds perceive, how abſo- 
lutely neceſſary it is, to forſake the Land of their 
Nativity, and travel in queſt of milder Climes.— 
But our Offspring, even when their Minds begin to 
open, are brutiſb in their Knowledge 1. Born they 

are, 


* Remngio Alatum; Virg. 


T Jer. viii. 7 If Jer. Xx. 14. 
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are, and too long continue, /ike the wild Ai Colt ||. 
Not only quite deſtitute of heavenly Wiſdom, but ſtu- 
pid to apprehend it, and averſe to receive it. As ſoon 
as they are born, they go aliray, and 

Ther. Go aſtray To what is this owing, but 
to the bad Examples they behold ? They catch the 
wayward Habit, from the irregular Converſation of 
others. 

Aſp. Is not this a Confirmation of my Point? Why 


are they y/e/ding Clay “ to each bad Impreſſion? Caſe- 


hardened Stee| to every edifying Application? From 
imitating unworthy Examples, You can hardly with- 
hold them, by the tighteſt Rein. But, if You would 
affect them with a Senſe of divine Things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their Maker, Line nuſi be 
upon Line, Line upon Line: Precept muſt be upon Precept, 
Precept upon Precept: Here a little, aud there a little +. 
— What further corroborates my Sentiment, is, That 
all theſe tender Toils of Erudition, are generally un- 


Fb xi. 12. How keenly is this Compariſon pointed Like 
the Aſs's, an Animal remarkable for its Stupidity, even to a 
Proverb.—Like the Ajs's Ct, which mult be ſtill more egregi- 
ouſly ſtupid than the Dam. Like the Wild Aſs*s Colt, which is 
not only blockiſh, but ftubborn and refractory; neither has va- 
luable Qualities by Nature, nor will eaſily receive them by Diſci- 
pline.— The Image, in the Original, is yet more ſtrongly touched. 
The comparative Particle /ike is not in the Hebrew; Born a Wild 
Aſs's Cit ; or, as We ſhould fay in Engliſb, a mere Wild, &c. 

* Cereus in Vitium fle&i, 

+ A great Critic has laid down the following Rule, to be ob- 
ſerved in fine Writing ; 


*Tis not enough no Harſhneſs gives Offence, 
The Sound muſt be an Echo to the Senſe, 
Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm. 


Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified, than in 
the above cited Paſſage of Iſaiab. Chap. xxviii. 13.— Another 
Inſtance of the ſame Kind occurs in the ſeventh Verſe, Where 
the Language ſeems to mimic the reeling, ſtraggling, giddy Moti- 
ons of a Drunkard ; while it iterates and reiterates the Idea; ex- 
preſſes the ſame Thing, in a different and ſtill different Manner; 
with an apparent, and, in this Caſe, a ſignificant C;rcumrotation 
of Words. 
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welcome ; are too often unſucceſsful ; nay, will always 
be ineffectual, without the Concurrence of almighty 
Grace. 

Beſides, Theron, if this Propenſity to Evil be ob- 
ſervable in al Children, it ſeems more than probable, 
that the unhappy Bias 1s derived from their Parents, 
Tather than catched from their Neighbours ; and ow- 
ing, not to the Influence of external Examples, but 
to a Principle of internal Corruption “. Neglect 
the Education of Children, and You are ſure to have 
their Manners evil, their Lives unprofitable. Nay, 
only remit your Endeavours, and they loſe what has 
been gained: they ſtart aſide, like a broken Bow 7. 
And wherefore this? Why do they nat, without the 
Rules of Diſcipline, or Leſſons of Inſtruction, ſponta- 
neouſly addict themſelves to the Exerciſe of every Vir- 
tue ? Juſt as the Cygnets, in yonder Canal, ſpontane- 
ouſly take to the Element of Water, and the Act of 
Swimming. 

That Bed, in the Garden before Us, vill ſuggeſt 
the Reaſon. It has been digged and dreſſed, this very 
Day. It now lies ſmooth and clean. Not a ſingle 
Weed appears on its Surface. Yet, how certainly 
will it, in a very little Time, produce a plenteous 
Growth of thoſe vegetable Nuiſances ? Whence 
can this proceed? No Hand will ſow them. No With 
will invite them. But the Seeds, though unperceived 
by any Eye, are already there. Diſſeminated by the 
Winds, they have mixed themſelves with the Mould, 
and are ſunk into the Soil. ——80, juſt fo, it is with 

our 


* St. Paul confeſſes, that He and his Pellow-ſaints were, in 
their unconverted State; depraved : and this, not d m ie, 
by Uſe or Exerciſe, but @vou-by Nature, Eph. ii. 3. 

+ Yirgil's beautiful Similitude, taken from a Rewer, who puſhes 
his Way againſt the Stream, and happens to intermit his Strokes, 
is too exactly ſuitable to the preſent Subject; 


Non aliter quam qui adver ſo vix Flumine Lembum 
Remigiis ſubigit, fi Brachia forte remiſit, 
Argue illum in præceps prong rapit Alveus Amni. 
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our Children. The Seeds of Iniquity are within * 
them; and, unleſs proper Diligence be exerted by Us, 
unleſs kind Aſſiſtance be vouchſafed from Above, they 
will aſſuredly ſpring up; over-run their Souls; and 
diſhonour their Lives. 

Ther. Let Us leave the Children, and make Mer 
the Subject of our Inquiry. 

Aſp. In this Reſpect, Theron, 


Men are but Children of a larger Growth. 


We may leave the Veſt or Hanging-ſleeve Coat, but 
We ſhall ſtill find the Follies of the Child. —In Youth, 
what low Ambition, and Fondneſs for deſpicable Plea- 
ſures. —In Manhood, what a keen Purſuit of tranſitory 
Wealth ; yet what a cold Inattention to GOD and 
Holineſs !—-Men, and Men too of the greateſt Abili- 
ties, whoſe Penetration on other Subjects, 1s piercing 
as the Eagle's Sight, are, on the moſt important Points, 
blind as the incaverned Mole. | 

| Ther. What! is the Underſtanding like the moſt dim- 
fighted Animal, when lodged in her darkeſt Retire- 
ment? That ſublime Faculty of the Soul; which lends 
her Eye to all the reſt, fits at the Helm, and directs 
their Motions ! 

Aſp. You remember, I preſume, that beautiful Paſ- 
ſage in Milion +, which Mr. Aadiſon ſo highly admires, 
and fo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The Paſſage I mean, 
where the Arch-Angel Michael comes down, to ad- 
vertiſe Adam of future Events, and to execute the 
Sentence of divine Juſtice. 

Ther, 


* Whoever chooſes to examine the Seeds, the poiſonous Seeds, 
that are lodged in this 22 of all Evil, may fee a Sample of 
them in our LORD's Deſcription, Mark vii. 20, 21, 22, 23. 
Where He characterizes the Heart, not barely of the hypocritical 
Phariſee, or the abandoned Publican, but of Mankind in general. 
— Aſter ſuch an Authority, ſhall I mention the Teſtimony of Se- 


'neca ? We are allowed to glean the Grapes, when the Vintage is 


gathered. In ſuch a View I would introduce the Philoſopher after 
the SAVIOUR. Omnia in omnibus Vitia ſunt ; ſed non omnia is 
Singulis extant, * De Benet, Lib. IV. 


® B. XI, 203, Ce. 
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Ther. I remember it perfectly well. In the Eaſt, 


the 8 Light of Day lies under an Eclipſe. In the 


Weſt, a bright Cloud deſcends; filled with a Hoſt of 
Angels, and more luminous than the Sun itſelf. The 
whole Theatre of Nature is darkened, that this glori- 
ous Machine may appear in all its Magnificence and 
Beauty. — From this radiant Chariot, the Potentate of 
Heaven alights ; and advances, with a majeitic State- 
lineſs, to meet Adam. 

Aſp. Should You fee ſuch an auguſt Perſonage, 
alighting from ſuch a ſplendid Chariot, and walking 
amidſt the thronged Streets of a City? Should You 
behold every ne intent upon his Buſineſs or Diver- 
ſions ; ſtruck with no Habe; paying no reverential Re- 
gard to this celeſtial Vifitant ; what would You think * 

Ther. I ſhould certainly ſuſpect, IJ hat ſome ſuperior 
Power had drawn a Veil over their Sight, and hid this 
wonderful Spectacle from their View. 

Aſp. Such is really the Caſe with all Mankind by 
Nature, and with the Generality of People, during 
their whole Life. -GOD, the infinitely great GOD, 


is in every Place. Vet how Few advert to his Preſence ! 


All Nature exhibits Him to their Senſes; yet, per- 
haps, He is not in any of their Thoughts. 

The Sun, clothed in tranſcendent Brightneſs, moſt 
1]luſtriouſly diſplays his MAKER's Glory. The Moon, 
though dreſſed in fainter Beams, has Luſtre enough to 
ſhew Us the adorable DEITY, and his marvelous Per- 
fections. The Stars, fixed as they are at an unmea- 
ſurable Diſtance, and /eſſened almoſt to a Point, come 
in with their Evidence, and magnify their CREATOR 
to a gazing but unaffected World. 

The Air whiſpers his Clemency in the gentle, the 
refreſhing Gales of Spring. If We take no Notice of 
this ſoft perſuaſive Addreſs, the Tone is elevated ; the 
Majeſty of JEHOVAH founds alcud, in roaring Winds 
and erg Storms. Yet both Expedients fail. Man 
is like the deaf Adder, that ſtoppeth her Ears. He re- 
fuſeth to hear the Voice of the Charmers, charm they 
never ſo ſweetly, never ſo forcibly. 


Each 


* 3 
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Each Flower, arrayed in Beauty, and breathing Per- 
fume, courts our Aﬀections for its infinitely amiable 


AUTHOR. Not a Bird that warbles, nor a Brook 
that murmurs, but invites our Praiſe, or chides our In- 
gratitude. All the Claſſes of Fruits depoſit their 
Atteſtation on our Palates, yet feldom reach our 
Hearts, They give Us a Proof of the divine Benigni- 
ty ; a Proof, as undeniable as it is pleaſing, and too of- 
ten as ineſßectual allo. | 

In ſhort ; the whole Creation is a kind of magnifi- 
cent Embaſſy from its Almighty LORD; deputed to 
proclaim his Excellencies, and demand our Homage. 
Yet, who has not diſregarded the former, and with- 
held the latter? How Few walk, as ſeeing HIM 
that 1s inviſible, or have Fellowſhip with the FATHER 
of Spirits? Though, to walk before Him, is our high- 
% Dignity ; and to have Fellowſhip with Him, is our 
only Felicity ? 

Ther. This is owing to Tnattention, rather than to 
any Inability in Man's Underſtanding. 'The many 
Works of Genius, which have been produced in va- 
rious Ages, are an abundant Proof of his intellectual 
Capacity. Have not the Seas been traverſed, and 
the Skies meaſured ? Has not the Earth been diſem- 
boweled of her choiceſt Treaſures; while her Sur- 
face is beautified with Towns, Cities, Palaces, innu- 
merable ? What curious Arts are exerciſed, and to 
what a Pitch of Perfection are they carried? Arts that 
ſeem, if not to exceed, at leaſt to rival Nature. It 
was the Underſtanding, that formed all theſe great De- 
ſigns. It was the Underſtanding, that contrived the 


Means, and conducted the Execution.—And are not 


theſe unqueſtionable Eyidences of her very ſuperior 
Abilities ? 

Aſp. Then ſhe is like ſome great Empreſs, who 
conquers half the World, but is unable to rule Her/e/f. 
Who extends her Regulations into foreign Climes, 
while her domeſtic Aﬀairs are involved in Confuſion. 
Do You doubt the Reality of this Remark ? Set 
Yourſelf to meditate upon the moſt intereſting Truths. 
How adz/olatory, how incoherent are your Thoughts? 


Charge 
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Charge them to be collected. They diſobey your 
Orders.——Rally the undiſciplined Vagrants. Again 
they deſert the Taſk Exert all your Power, and 
keep them cloſe to their Buſineſs. Still they elude 
your Endeavours. 

The other Day, I could not forbear ſmiling at a 
little Adventure of your youngeſt Son's. Some Yurck- 
filver, that happened to be ſpilt upon the Floor, part- 
ed into ſereral Globules. The ſhining Balls looked fo 
prettily, he longed to make them his own. But when 
he offered to take them up, they ſlipt from his Hand. 
As often as he renewed the Attempt, ſo often he met 
with a Ditappointment. The cloſer he ſtrove to graſp 
them, the more ſpeedily they eſcaped from his Fin- 
gers. He ſeemed, at firſt, to be amazed; then be- 
came quite angry, that the little Fugitives ſhould ſo 
conſtantly age his repeated Efforts. Thus unma- 
nageable I very often find my own T houghts. If yours 
are under no better Regimen, this may convince Us 
both, that all is not according to the original Crea- 
tion. 

We apply Ourſelves to converſe with the everlaſting 
GOD in Prayer. Here, One would expect to have 
Thoughts all Clearneſs, and all Compoſure. But 
Here Me are not ſufficient of Ourſelves, to think any Thing 
as of Ourſelves *. All thoſe holy Ideas, which create 
Reverence, or ſtrengthen Faith, or quicken Love, 
come from the FATHER of Lights. Should HE 
withdraw His Influence, all will be dull, and dark, 
and dead. It may be, We are ſomewhat inlivened 
in this ſacred Exerciſe; before We are aware, per- 
haps in the very Midſt of the ſolemn Office, our At- 
tention is di//ipated ; and not diſſipated only, but ſcat- 
tered to the Ends of the Earth. The GOD of all Glo- 
ry is forſaken, and the Devotion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs 
Foppery. A Maleſactor, begging his Life at the Knees 
of his Sovereign ; and diſcontinuing his Suit, in order 
to careſs a Lap-dog, or purſue a Butterfly ; is but a faint 
Image of the Vanity, that attends our devotional Ser- 
vices. —Reaſon, which ought to correct theſe Irregu- 

larities, 


2 Cor. ill. 5. 
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larities, is treated like the incredulous Lord ; who inſtead 
of controuling the unruly Multitude, was overborne 
by their Impetuoſity, and trodden under Foot “. 

Since then the Reins are ſtruck out of our Hands, 
and We have loſt the Rule over our owa Faculties ; 
ſurely, We are in a State different, very different from 
our primitive Conſtitution. 

Ther. However inſenſible to refined Speculation, the 
Underſtanding, when Intereſt is in the Cate, is appre- 
| henfive enough. 

Aſp. In temporal +, not in ſpiritual Affairs. Your 
younger Brother, Theron, is a Merchant. We will ſup- 
poſe Him at the Sea-fide ; within a ſmall Diſtance of 
the Veſſel, on which a confiderable Part of his Sub- 
ſtance 1s embarked. We will ſuppoſe the Veſſel in 
the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; ready to founder with her Leaks, 
or to ſtrike upon the Rocks. — If he diicovers no Sign 
of Concern ; calls in no Aſſiſtance from the Country; 
makes no Effort to ſave the Crew, and ſecure the 
Cargo; would You not think him bereaved of his Un- 
derſtanding, or deprived of his Sight? Could You 
conceive a more favourable Opinion of his Eyes, or 
his Intellect? If, inſtead of trying every Method to 
prevent a Shipwreck, He ſhould amuſe Himſelf with 
picking Shells from the Ocean, or drawing Figures on 
the Sand? 

We, and every One of our Fellow-creatures, have 
an Intereſt in Jeopardy, unſpeakably more precious, 
than all the rich Lading of a thouſand Fleets. Our 
Souls, our immortal Souls, are expoſed, every Day, 
every Hour, to the Peril of everlaſiing Deſtruction. 
Every Temptation is threatening to their endleſs Wel- 
fare, as a Ridge of craggy Rocks to a Ship that drives 
before the ſtrongeſt Gale. Yet, how unconcerned 
are Mankind? Where is their holy Fear? Where their 

odly Jealouſy ? Where their waketu] Circumſpection? 
2 what a gay Inſenſibility is obſervable in their 
Behaviour? Or elſe, what a /zfele/s Formality prevails 
in 


* 2 Kings vii. 17. 
+ Called therefore by the Apoltle, Fle/oly Wiſdom, and oppoſed 
to the Grace of GOD. 2 Cor, i. 12. 


grovel in their Dehres ? 


— — — d —„— : .— — 
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in their Supplications? Their Supplications to that 
ALMIiGH'LY BEING, who alone is able to fave 
and to deftroy.—— Was not the human Underſtanding 
both darkened and benumbed, We ſhould ſee our 
Neighbours, We ſhould feel Ourſelves awakened, in- 
to much the ſame earneſt Sollicitude, as the Diſciples 
exprefied ; when, perceiving the Waves boiſtrous, and 
their Bark ſinking, they cried ; LORD! Save Us! We 
periſh ! 

Eut alas! in Things of an unſeen Nature, though 
of eternal Confequence, Intereſt, that habitual Darling 
of every Heart, loſes its engaging Influence. Nay ; 
when Eternity, all-important Eternity is at ſtake, even 
Sclf-Preſervation is ſcarce any longer a governing Prin- 
Ciple. —— What can be more deplorable? And, if We 
admit not the Doctrine of original Corruption, what fo 
unaccountable? 

Ther. This, I muſt confeſs, is true, with regard to 
the unthinking Rabble. To them may be accommo- 
dated the Remark of Auguſtus. Who, when he ſaw 
ſome foreign Females, carrying Apes in their Arms in- 
ſtead of Infants, ſaid to one of his Courtiers, Have 
the Women of thoſe Countries 20 Children, that they 
are ſo fond of ſuch deſpicable Animals?“ 'The 
Vulgar are fo immerſed in ſecular Cares, that One 
might indeed be tempted to aſk, © Have thoſe People 
&« xo Souls? that Buying and Selling, Eating and 
„ Drinking, engroſs their whole Concern ?” But 
Perſons of Rank and Education, think in a more ex- 


alted Manner. 


Aſp. Do You then imagine, that an Elevation of 
Circumitances ſets the Affections on Kings above ? 
Or, that it is the peculiar Infelicity of the Vulgar, to 


Gold, I believe, is more 
likely to increaſe, than to diflipate the Fog on the 
Mind. Abundance of Poſſeſſions, inſtead of diſen- 
gaging the Heart, faſten it more inſeparably to the 
Earth. Even ſuperior Attainments in Learning, if 
not ſanctified by Grace, ſerve only to render the 
Owner ſomewhat more refined in his Folhes. But 


Compariſons between the various Claſſes of Mankind, 


are 


DIALOGUE XIII. 17 


are as uſeleſs as they are invidious. None, in either 
Condition, attend to the Things which make for their 
Peace, till they are awakened from their Lethargy, by 
the quickening SPIRIT of CHRIST. And 
even then We cannot but obſerve evident Indications 
of much remaining Blindneſs. 

How apt are ſuch Perſons to miſtake the Way of 
Salvation ? To place their own Works for a Founda- 
tion of Hope, inſtead of CHRIST the Rock of 
Ages? Thinking, by their own Performances to win, 
not ſeeking from unmerited Grace to receive, the In- 
heritance of eternal Glory. Which is more abſurdly 
vain, than to offer Toys as an equavilent for Thrones; 
or to dream of purchaſing Diadems with a Mite.— 
They are alſo prone to miſapprehend the Nature of 
Holineſs. Are zealous to regulate the eternal Con- 
duct, without attending to the Renovation of the 
Heart: in outward Forms elaborate ; with reſpe& to 
inward Sanctity, leſs if at all exact. A Labour juſt 
as prepoſterous, as to ſkin over the Surface of a Wound, 
while it feſters at the Bottom, and conſumes the Bone. 

Give me leave to aſk, Theron; When our LORD 
declares, Unleſs a Man be born again, He cannot enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven *: when He ſpeaks of eating his 
Fleßb, and drinking his Blood f.: when You hear or read 
of Union with the bleſſed FESUS, or Communion with 
the moſt high G O D: is there not a Cloud, if not to- 
tal Darkneſs, on your Mind t ?—How erroneous was 
the P/a/mift himſelf, in his Judgment concerning the 
divine Diſpoſal ? So fooliſh was I and ignorant, even as 

| it 
® John iii. 3. + John vi. 54. 

1 With regard to the Myſteries of CHRIST, the greateſt 
Proficients are but Obruſe acuti, Dull even in their Acuteneſs, — 
What ſais the wiſe Agur # An invaluable Fragment of whoſe 
Works, is preſerved in the Book of Proverbs Surely, I am more 
brutiſh than any Man: and hawe not the underſtanding of a Man: 
even though the following Verſes beſpeak the very ſingular Eleva- 
tion and Extent of his Knowledge. Prov. xxx. 2.—Contormably 
to the Experience of this excellent Man I have always obſerved, that 
the more in'ightened People are, the more they lament their 
Ignorance; the more they pant af er a continual Progreſs in 


heavenly Knowledge and pray for clearer, ſtill clearer Mant- 
teltations of the incomprehenſible G O D. 
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it were a Beaſt, or as the verieſt Beaſt before Thee *.— 
The Voice of Experience therefore will atteſt, what 
the Word of Revelation has averred ; That the natural 
Man, be his intellectual Abilities ever ſo pregnant, or 
ever ſo improved, cannot know the Things of the & P T. 
RIT TS GOD+: He has no Sight to diſcern their 
Beauty ; no Taſte to reliſh their Sweetneſs. Nay, 
though they are the pureſt Light, and the moſt per- 
fect Wiſdom, to Him they appear, not only dark and 
obſcure, but even Foelifhneſs itſelf. 

Would this be the Caſe, if the Underſtanding was 
not greatly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
Ear, to diſtinguiſh the Diverſity of Sounds; or for 
= Eye, to diſcern the Variety of Colours: would 

ou not conclude, that the Organs were very much 
impaired ? 

Ther. I think, You have treated the Underſtanding, 
as Zopyrus ſerved his own Body f, when he went over 
to the Enemy.—-Do you intend to mangle the other 
Faculties, at the ſame unmerciful Rate ? 

App. That Nobleman made the Wounds, which dis- 
figured his Fleſh, I have only probed the Sores, which 
were found in the Underſtanding. If I have touched 
the Quick, and put the Patient to Pain, itis only to fa- 
cilitate the Operation of Medicine, and make way for 
a Cure.—But permit me to aſk, Wherein does the Ex- 
cellency of the human Vill confiſt ? 

Ther. In following the Guidance of Reaſon and 
ſubmitting to the Influence of proper Authority. 

Aſp. The Will, I fear, rejects the Government of 
Reaſon ; and it is undeniably certain, that it rebels a- 
gainſt the Authority of G O D. 

Caſt your Eye upon that Team of Horſes, with which 
yonder Countryman is plowing his fallow Ground. 
No leſs than five of thoſe robuſt Animals are linked to- 

gether, 


* I queſtion, whether 2 Tranſlation comes fully up to 
the Emphaſis of the Original. The comparative Particle is omit- 
ted in the Hebrew. As ſoftens and palliates the Matter. There- 
fore the Pſalm fl, to expreſs the deepeſt Senſe of his Ignorance, ſays, 
I was a Beaſt, yea, the geriet Beaſt, MAMA i 

+ 1 Cor, it. 14. t See Rollin's Antient Hi. Vols 
III. p. 46. | 
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mer; and yield their ſubmiſſive Necks to the Draught. 
hey have more Strength than twenty Men, yet are 
managed by a fing/e Lad. They not only ſtand in awe 
of the Laſh, but liſten to the Voice of their Driver. 
They turn to the Right-hand or to the Left ; they 
quicken their Pace, or ſtop ſhort in the Furrow ; at 
the bare Intimation of his Pleaſure. Are We equall 
obedient to the Calls, to the Exhortations, the expreſs 
Injunctions of our heavenly LORD? The bleſſed 
FESUS ſpoke at the Beginning, and the World 
was made. He ſpeaks by his Providence, and the 
Univerſe is upheld. When He ſhall ſpeak at the laſt 
Day, the Heavens will paſs away, and the Earth be 
diflolved. Yet He ſpeaks to Us in his divine Word, 
and We turn a deaf Ear to his Addreſs. He ſpeaks in 
tender Expoſtulations, and no melting of Heart enſues. 
He ſpeaks in precious Promiſes, and no ardent Defires 
are inkindled. — The Will, which, in theſe Caſes 
ns to be turned as Wax to the Seal, is unimpreſſed 
and inflexible as an iron Sinew. 
Ther. The human Will is conſtantly inclined to pre- 
ſerve, accomodate, and make its Poſſeſſor happy. Is 
not this the right Pofition, in which it ſhould always 
ſtand ? Or the moſt deſirable Direction that can be gi- 
ven to its Motions ? | 
Aſp. I ſhould be glad, if Fact bore witneſs to your 
Aſſertion. But Fact, I apprehend, is on the contrary 
Side.— I took notice, as we came along, of ſome Ants, 
buſily employed on a little Hillock. a You made 
any Obſervations, Theron, on this reptile Community ? 
Ther. It is a little Republic. They inhabit a Kind 
of oblong City divided into various Streets. They 
are governed by Laws, and regulated by Politics, of 
their own. Their Magazines are commodiouſly form- 
ed, and judiciouſly guarded againſt the Injuries of the 
Weather. Some are defended by an Arch made of 
Earth, and cemented with a peculiar Sort of Glue. 
Some are covered with Rafters of ſlender Wood, and 
thatched with Ruſhes or Graſs. The Roof is always 
raiſed with a double Slope, to turn away the Current 
of the Waters, and ſhoot the Rain from their Store- 
houſes. 
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houſes. They all be/ir themſelves, with inceſſant Aſli- 


duity, while the Air, is ſerene ; while the Roads are 
good; and the Abundance of looſe Grain lies ſcattered 
over the Fields.--By theſe Precautions, they live ſecure, 
when Storms embroil the Sky; they want no Man- 
ner of Conveniency, even when Winter lays waſte 
the Plains. 

Aſp Do We improve, fo diligently, our preſent Op- 
portunities? This Life is the Seed-time of Eternity. 
Do we huſband the precious Moments, like Perſons 
ſenſible of their unſpeakable Importance? Senſible, that 
if We trifle and are indolent, hey will be irrecoverably 
gone, and We irretrievably ruined. 

Sickneſs, We know not how ſoon, may invade Us, 
Pain may torment Us, and both may iſſue in our final 
Ditlfolution. Are We duly aware of theſe awful 
Changes, and I ſollicitous to put all in order 
for their Approach ?— We walk (alarming Thought!) 
upon the very Brink of Death, Reſurrection, and Judg- 
ment. Do We walk like wwi/e Virgins, with our Loins 
girt ; with our Lamps trimmed ; in a State of couti- 
nual Readineſs, for the HEAVENLY BRIDE- 
GROOM's Advent ? 

Thoſe Ants have no Guide, Owerſeer, or Ruler, Yet 
they prepare their Meat in the Summer, and gather their 
Food in the Harveſt *®. W. e have all theſe, yet neglect 
the Time of our Viſitation. V/e have G O D's un- 
erring Word, to guide Us; G O D's ever watchful 
Eye, to overſee Us; G O D's fovereign Command, to 
rule and quicken Us. Notwithſtanding all theſe Mo- 
tives, is not the Speech of the Sluggard, the very Lan- 
guage of our Conduct; A little more Sleep, a little 
more Slumber, a litile more Folding of the Hands to fleepF. 

| he 


Prov. vii. 7. 

+ There is, If I miſtake not, a very nice Gradation, in this 
Speech of the Sluggard ; ſuch as very naturally mimics the Man- 
ner of that lazy Creature. — He pleads, firſt, for ſome conſider- 
able Degree of Indulgence, A /'tr/e Sleep. If that is too much 
to be granted, He craves ſome ſmaller Toleration of his Sloth ; 
A little Slumber. — If the Task-maſter till rings in his Ear, 
ſtill g.ads his Side ; one almoſt ſees bim, rubbing his heavy Eyes, 
and yawning out his laſt Requelt ; A little Fulding of the Hands 

a! 
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The moſt ſupine Indifference, where all poſſible Dili- 


ence is but juſt ſufficient !—"This, You muſt allow, 
is the true Character of Mankind in general. And 
does this demonſtrate the Rectitude of their Will. 

Ther. The Underſtanding may be faid to carry the 
Torch, the Will to hold the Balance. Now, the Per- 
fection of a Balance conſiſts, in being fo nicely poiſed, 
as to incline at the /eaft Touch, and preponderate with 
the /ighteft Weight. This Property belongs, without all 
Diſpute, to the human Will. 

Aſp. What ? If one of your Scales ſhould deſcend 
to the Ground, though charged with trifles, that are 
light as Air ? If the other ſhould kick the Beam, 
though its Contents be weightier, than Talents of 
Gold ?—Is not this an exact Repreſentation of our 
Will, when the fleeting Pleaſures of Senſe, or the puny 
Intereſts of Time, excite our Wiſhes ; even while the 
ſolid Delights of Religion, and the immenſely rich 
Treaſures of Immortality, can hardly obtain our At- 
tention ?—However, let Us quit the Metaphor, and 
examine Fact. Suppoſe, I make it appear, that, inſtead 
of chooſing the moſt eligible Objects, the Will is fo de- 
plorably vitiated, as to /othe what is ſalutary, and be 


fond of what is baneful. 


Ther. If You prove this to be univerſally the Caſe, 
You will prove your favourite Point with a witneſs. 
Aſp. When PROVIDENCE is pleaſed to 
thwart our Meaſures, or defeat our Endeavours ; to 
bring Us under the Cloud of Diſgrace, or lay upon 
Us the Rod of Affliction; how are We affected? 
Do we bow our Heads in humble Reſignation ? Do 
We open our Mouths in thankful Acknowledgments ? 
Obſerve the Waters in that elegant octangular 
Baſon. They aſſimilate themſelves, with the utmoſt 
Readineſs, and with equal Exactneſs, to the Veſſel 
that contains them. So would the human Will, if it 
were not extremely froward and fooliſh, conform it- 


ſelf 


at leaſt to lie down, Ju IT pan Prov. vi. 10.-— When 
ſuch is our Conduct with regard to eternal Intereſts, how juſtly 
may We apply that ſpirited Expoſtulation of the Poet ; 


Tantamne Rem tam negligenter ! 
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ſelf to the divine: which is unerringly wiſe, irre- 
proachably good, and, of all poflible Contingencies, 
incomparably the beſt“.— Vet, how apt are We to fret 
with Diſquietude, and ſtruggle under afflictive Diſ- 
penſations, as a wild Bull in a Net ! 

Ther. This is a very imperfect Proof, 4/þafio, and 
correſponds only with Part of your Accuſation. We 
may diſhke what is wholſome, eſpecially if it be un- 
palatable, yet not be fond of our Bane. 

Ab. Should you ſee a Perſon, who thirſts after the 
putrid Lake, but difreliſhes the running Fountain; 
who longs for the impoiſoned Berries of the Nightſhade, 
but abhors the delicious Fruit of the Orchard, would 
You applaud the Regularity of his Appetite ? 
J don't wait for your Anſwer. But I more than ſuſ- 

Ct, this is a true Picture of all unregenerate People. 
how do they affect Dreſs and external Ornament; 
but are unwilling rather than deſirous, to be c/othed with 
HumilityH, or to fut on CHRIST{! Amuſe- 
ment will engage, Play animate, and Diverſion fire 
them: but as to the Worſhip of the living G CD, O! 
What a Wearineſs is it ||! This is attended, if attended 
at all, with Languorgand a liftleſs Inſenſibility. Fro- 
thy Novels, and flatulent Wit, regale their Taſte ; 
while the Marrow and Fatneſs of the divine Word, 
are “ as their forrowful Meat $.” What is all this 
but to lothe the Salutary, and long J for the Bane- 


ful ? 
Let 
This ſeems to be the Meaning of the Prophet ZI'TLnN 


ftrongelt Colouts, by the Royal Preacher, and by the mourning 
Pr ophei. 
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Let me from the ſame Compariſon, propoſe one 
Queſtion more; which may be applicable both to the 
Will and to the Underſtanding. Should You hear 
of another Perſon, the State of whoſe Stomach was 
ſo diſpoſed, that it turned the molt nouriſhing Food in- 
to Phlegm; and derived Matter of Diſeaſe, from the 
moſt ſovereign Supports of Health ; what would You 
think of his Conſtitution * 

Ther. I ſhould certainly think it very much diſtem- 


red. 

Aſp. Without the Grace of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, our Souls turn every Occurrence into an 
Increaſe of their ſinful Depravity. Our very Table is a 
Snare; and inſtead of exciting Us to Gratitude, 1s a 
Provocation to Gluttony.—How diſficult is it, when 
We flow in Plenty, not to be elated ; when we are preſ- 
ſed with Poverty, not to repine Have We Buſineſs 

in 


Prophet.—Becauſe I bave called, and Ve refuſed ; I Have ftretebed 
out my Hand, and no Man regarded: But ye have ſet at nought all 
my Council, and would none of my Reproof., What a Croud of 
Words! Emphatically deciaring the mo{t incorrigible Perverſneſs; 
which is Proof againſt every Method of Reformation ; again! 
all the Arts even of divine Perſuaſion. Prov. i. 24, 25.— 
Toe Hot of Heaven, wwhom they bave oved, and wm they have 
ſerved, and after wwbom they bawe walked, and wwhom they bawe 
ſought, and whom they bave worſhipped, What 2a Had of 
Expreſſions! fignificantly deſcribing that impetuous Atdour, 
Which no Prohibitions can refirain ; and that infatiable Avidi- 
ty ; which never knows when to lay, It is enough.” Fer. 
viii. 2. 

If I beg Leave to add another Example of this Kind, it is 
chiefly for the ſake of clearing up an obſcure Paſſage in the 
Pjalms; which ſeems to have been miltaken by th: Authors 
of both our Verſions.— Dawid, to ſet forth the barbarous Aſſi- 
duity of his Perſecutors ſays, They 4v@ander uþ ana down, They 
pry into every Corner ; they ſearch the City, and examine the 


Country; Nh not for Meat ; which in this Connexion, gives 
a very jejune Henſe, and quite foreign to the Subject: but 70 
devour. To devour me the deſtined Victim of their Rage. 
And if they are not ſatisfied, if they cannot compals their De- 
ſign by Day, mn they will grudge ? No ; but they twill conti- 
rue ail Night, in the P.ofecution of their Purpoſe. Neither 
Cold nor Darkneſs can retard them: neither Hardſhips nor 
Dangers can divert them: but their Attempts are as ngefatty 2- 
S/cy, as their Malice is implacable. Plalm lix. 15. 
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in the World? It cumbers our Thoughts, or tempts 
Us to Avarice. Have We no Buſineſs to manage? 
We fink into Sloth, aud ſettle on the Lees of Volup- 
tuouſneſs.—-If our Schemes ate proſperous, it is odds 
but they attach Us to the Intereſts of Time. If 
they prove unſucceſsful, We too often are chagrined 
with the Diſappointment, and fin againſt Meekneſs. — 
Even the holy Commandment, inſtead of reſtraining 
Sin, OT 1 Obedience, irritates the inbred De- 
pravity; and renders it more reſtleſs, more impetuous, 
more ungovernable*.—So that The things which ſhould 
hawve been for our Welfare (lo raging and very malig- 
nant is our Corruption !) are converted into an Occaſion 
of falling. 

Ther. The Will is under no Necefity of miſemploy- 
ing her Powers. She is free to act in this Manner or 
in that. And, if a Spendthrift, is not a Slave. 

Aſp. In Actions, that relate to the animal Oecono- 
my, the Will is unqueſtionably free. She can con- 
tract the Forehead into a Frown, or expand it with a 
a Smile.—1n the ordinary Affairs of Life, She is under 
no Controul. We can undertake or decline a Jour- 
ney, carry on or diſcontinue an Employ, juſt as We 
pleaſe. —In the outward Acts of Religion alſo, the 
Will is her own Miſtreſs. We can read the Word of 
G O D, or go to the Place of divine Worſhip, with- 
out any extraordinary Aid from above. But in 
Matters that are more intimately connected with our 
Salvation, the Caſe is different. Here, as our Litur- 
gy expreſſes it, We are tied and bound with the 
Chain of our Sins.” 

Would You have a Perſon delight Himſelf in the 
LORD; take pleaſure in Devotion; ſet his Aﬀec- 
tions on Things above? All this is both his Duty and 
his Happineſs. But alas ! He is alienated from the Li» 
of GO D F. All his Inclinations gravitate quite the 
contrary Way. His Will is in the Condition of that 
diſtreſſed Woman, who was bowed down with a Spirit 
of Infirmity, and could in no wiſe lift up Herſelf J. 

Corruption 


© Rom. vii- 8. + Eph, iv. 18. 1 Luke xiii, 11. 
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Corruption, like a ſtrong Bias, or rather like a heavy 
Mountain, preſſes down his Mind. Neither can He 
ſhake off the Propenſity, or ſtruggle away from the 
Load ; until Grace, almighty Grace, interpoſes for his 
Releaſe. Where the SPIRIT of the LORD i, 
there and there alone is Liberty *; that ſacred and 
glorious Liberty, which is not the common Privilege 
of all Men, but the high Prerogative of the Children 
of GOD. | | 

Would You have a Perſon apply to the great 
REDEEMER: apply with a real Ardour of De- 
fire ; like blind Bartimeus, or the Syrophæxician Mo- 
ther. His Will is like the withered Arm : cannot 
ſtretch forth itſelf to the all-gracious SAVIOUR: 
cannot hunger and thirſt after his everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs and infinite Merit: till the SAVIOUR 


_ Himſelf ſpeaks Power into the jufeebled, the perverted 


Faculty. —If you think otherwiſe; try the Experi- 
ment. Perſuade Men to this neceſſary Practice. 
Urge the moſt weighty Arguments: deviſe the moft 
pathetic Expoſtulations: let Zeal ſummon all her 
Warmth, and Rhetoric exert all her Powers. With- 
out being a Prophet, I dare venture to foretel the Iſſue. 
Diſappointments, repeated Diſappointments will con- 
vince You, that our divine MASTER knew 
what He ſaid, When He ſolemnly declared; No 
Man can come to Me, except the FAT HE R, which 
hath ſent me, draw Him f. — Our Church, in Con- 
formity to this and other Scriptures, has taught Us to 
pray; Turn Thou Us, O good LORD; for nothing 
but thy omnipotent Agency is capable of doing it ; 
and jo ſhall We be turned. 
Ther. Are We Slaves then? Will Chriſtianity ſend 


Us to ſeek our Brethren, in the Mines or in the 
Gallies ? 


* 2 Car. iii. 17. 

Þ+ Jobn vi. 44. It is not faid, The FATHER drives but 
draws : not by violent, irrational, compulſive Means; but b 
clear Conviction, ſweet Perſuaſion, and Inducements ſuited to 2 
reaſonable Being. Thoſe are the Cords of a Beaſt, theſe of a Man. 
So that We are not ated upon as Clock-work, or influenced as 
mere Machines, but made willing in the Day of his Power, 
Pſal cx. 3. 


Vol. II. C Aſp. 
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AP. Chriſtianity does not find, but ſend Us there. 


There, or in a worſe Slavery *. — It is doubtleſs a 
moſt abject State, to wear the Yoke, and truckle 
in Chains. Yet ſuch, I apprehend, is the State of 
our Minds by Nature. To prove this, We need not 
go down to the loweſt Ranks of Life. The/e, You 
might ſay with the Prophet, are poor; theſe are fooliſh; 
they have not known the Way of the LORD, nor the 
Judgment of their GO D.---1 will get me therefore to 
the great Men +, and examine their Diſpoſition. 

Have You not known Perſons of the greateſt In- 
trepidity, and firmeſt Reſolution, hurried away by 
their Luſts, as “a rolling Thing before the Whirl- 
«« wind ?“ Perhaps, they were hardy enough, with 
Scæwola, to hold a Right-hand in the Fire. Yet, 
were no more able to withſtand the wanton Allure- 
ments of Beauty, or the ſoft Sollicitations of Plea- 
ſure; than the Moth can forbear fluttering about the 
Flame, even though it ſinges her Wings, and is 
ſcorching her to death.---Others, poſſeſſed of a re- 
fined Imagination, diſdain the 4 Indulgencies of 
Senſuality; yet are Slaves to their own domineering 
Paſſions. They are blown into the moſt intemperate 
Rage, and puſhed on to the moſt extravagant Ac- 


tions, 


* St. Paul ſays of Chriſtians, and reckons Himſelf in the 
Number, that naturally they ſerved (not &:a&xo21s;, but Syncuer- 


1t5, were abſolute Slaves to) divers Luſts and Pleaſures. Tit. iii. 
3. The whole Verſe is very remarkable, and nothing can be 
more appoſite to Aſpafioe's Purpoſe. It ſhews Us, What They 
were by Nature, who through Grace were living Images of the 
bleſſed G OD. 

This mortifying Doctrine is often acknowledged by our Church. 
Thus begins one of her public Supplications; Almighty GOD, 
roh alone canſt order the unruly Wills and Affections of finſul Man. 
It ſeems, We cannot determine our own Willis, nor regulate our 
own Affections. What is this but Bondage? —And to whom 


can theſe Expreſſions, @TeTpxper©- ve v apaplicy, Sold un- 
der Sin; vouov Ni, A Law bringing into Captivity ; 
Tig gt puotlas ; Who ſhall deliver me? To whom can theſe be- 
long? Not to GO D's Freemen, but to the Devil's Vaſſals. 
Rom, vin. 14, 23, 24. 


+ Jer. v. 4, . 1 lIai. xvii, 13. 
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tions, by every little ruffling Accident. They ſee 
the Meanneſs, which ſuch an ungovernable Spirit ar- 
gues : they feel the Miſery, which ſuch internal Tem- 
peſts create : nay, they reſolve to ſuppreſs the Im- 
ome of their Temper: yet, are bore away by the 

orrent ; and, upon the very firit Provocation, are 
as furiouſly reſentful as ever:---Will You call zhe/e 
Perſons free, becauſe their Taſk-maſters and their 
Tyrants are lodged within“? Becauſe the Fetters are 
forged, not for the meaner, but for the immortal 
Part of their Nature? 

Ther. Let Us paſs to the Afe&fionss Theſe are to 
the Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, or Sails 
to the Ship. Theſe always ſtand ready to receive 
the Gales of Intereſt, and.to ſpring at the Signal of 
Reaſon. 

Aſp. O!] that they did !---But, if the Wings are 
clogged with Mire; if the Sails are diſproportioned 
to the Ballaſt; what Advantage will accrue, either 
to the Animal, or to the Veſlel ?---The One will, 
* be over ſet in the Voyage; the Other will 
ie groveling on the Ground. 

Ther. Defire ſeems to be the firſt, that “opens 
„ the Mouth, or moves the Wing, or peeps .“ 
Deſire is active as a Flame, and ever in Purſuit of 
Happineſs. 

Aſp. What if your Flame, inſtead of ſhooting up- 
wards, ſhould point its inverted Spires to the Earth? 
Would not this be ftrange, and a Sign of great Diſ- 
order ?----GOD is the Center of Perfection, and 
the Source of Felicity. All that is amiable in itſelf, 
is comprehended in GOD. All that is beneficial 
to Us, proceeds from GO D. Do our Deſires uni- 
formly tend to this ſuper- excellent Being? Do our 


® Intus & in Fecore ægro 
Naſcuntur Domini. 


Perl. 
— — Hordinate Deſires 
And upſtart Paſſions catch the Government 
From Reaſon, and to Servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Milt, 
+ Tab. x14 
C 2 Wiſhes 
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Wiſhes terminate in the Enjoyment of his ever-glo- 
rious Majeſty? Alas! We are naturally eſtranged 
from Him: We covet no Communion with Him: 
We are wedded to Trifles, and dote upon Vanity“: 
but t GOD we ſay---it is evidently the Language 
of our Conduct Depart from Us; We deſire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways . 

If Deſire is the Firſt-born among the Affections, 
obſerve it in Children. There it appears in its Dawn, 
and has moſt of pure Nature.---See, how nimbly 
thoſe Flies, exulting in the ſunny Gleam, vibrate 
their active I Wings. $So prompt and expedite are 
the Deſires of Children to any corrupting Di- 
verſion.---See, how fluggithly that Snail, crawling 
forth amidſt the refreſhing Moiſture, drags her flow 
Length along. So dull, if not reluctant, are the 
Diſpoſitions of. our Children, to any improving Ex- 
erciſe. Bribes will hardly win them to the Latter; 
the Rod can hardly deter them from the Former. 

Is our L:ve under better Regulation ?---How eaſily 
are We captivated with a fair Complexion and 
graceful Form; elpecially, when ſet off with the De- 
corations of Dreſs. But how little affected with the 
Beauty of internal Character; with the Ornaments 
of Virtue, and the Graces of Chriſtianity? Can it 
be ſuppoſed, that the Pulie of the Soul beats regu- 
larly; when there is ſuch a paſſionate Fondneſs for 
fading Embelliſhments, and ſuch a cold Indifference for 
the moſt ſubſtantial Endowments ?---How ready are 
We to be enamoured with well-proportioned Clay ; 
often to our apparent Prejudice; ſometimes to our 
utter Ruin! Yet how backward to love that infinitely 
loving and lovely REDEEMER, who would die 
Himſelf, rather than We ſhould fall a Prey to Death! 
Tinder We are, perfect Tinder to the Sparks of ir- 


rational 


O cut væ in Terras Anime, & Cæleſtium inares ! 
| Perl. 
+ Jeb xxi. 14. 

Þ The Wings of a Fly are ſuppoſed to have the guicieſt Motion, 
of any material Subſtance that lives. And if they make, as Na- 
turaliils inform us, ſome Hundreds of Vibrations in a Second ut 
Time, I think, thrice can be no Competition in the Caſe, 
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rational and diſſolute Affection. Harder than Ada- 
mant, colder than Ice, to this heavenly Flame. 

. Ther. If our Love is blind, our Fear has not loft 
her Eyes. Fear is quick of Apprehenſion; and, in- 
ſtead of being ſtupidly inſenſible, is ready to “ rife 
up at the Voice of a Bird “.“ 

Aſp. The Paſſion of Fear is ſufficiently active, but 
deplorably miſapplied— We fear the Reproach of 

len. But are We alarmed at the View of that 
everlaſiing Shame, which the LORD, the righteous 
Judge, ſhall pour upon the Ungodly? We ſhudder 
at the drawn Dagger, and ſtand appalled at the head- 
long Precipice. But how often have We deſired the 
Sword of almighty Vengeance, and ſported upon the 
Brink of irretrievable Perdition ? 

Sin is the moſt pernicious of all Evils. Sin vio- 
lates the divine Command, and provokes the divine 
MAJESTY. Sin offers Deſpite to the bleſſed 
SPIRIT) and tramples upon the Blood of FESUS. 
For Sin, the Tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from the bliſſ- 
ful Preſence of GOD, and doomed to dwell with 
inextinguiſhable Burnings. Do we dread this grand 
Deſtroyer of our Happineſs? Dread it more than 
any Calamities, more than all Plagues? — Take one of 
thoſe tine May-dukes, which glow with fo beauti- 
ful a Scarlet on yonder Eſpalier. Offer it to the 
Blackbird, that ſerenades us from the neighbouring 
Elm. The Creature, though fond of the Dainty, 
will fly from your Hand, as haſtily as from a leveled 
Fowling- piece. He ſuſpects a Deſign upon his 
Liberty; and therefore will endure any Extremity, 
will even ſtarve to death, rather than taſte the of 
tempting Delicacy in ſuch hazardous Circumſtances. 
Are We equally fearful of an infinitely greater 
Danger? Do we fly, with equal Sollicitude 4, from 
the deluſive but deſtructive Wiles of Sin? Alas! Do 


* Ecclef. xii. 4. 

+ The in/ftigating Admonition, tranſmitted to Brentinus by an 
anonymous Letter, when the Papiſts had formed a Plot azainſt 
his Life, ſhould be the Rule of our Conduct on ſuch an Occaſion 
Fuge] Fuge ! citꝰ—cit u citiſſimè. 
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not We too often /aval/ow the Bait, even when We 
plainly diſcover the fatal Hook? Do We not ſnatch 
the forbidden Fruit, though Conſcience remonſtrates ; 
though GOD prohibits; though Death eternal 
threatens! | 

Ther. Conſcience then, according to your own Ac- 
count, has eſcaped the general Shipwreck. Con- 
ſcience is GO D's Vicegerent in the Soul, and 
executes her Office faithfully. Even the Gentiles 
ſhew the Work of the Law written in their Hearts; 
their Conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts 
the mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing one another“. 

Aſp. If there be any Remains of the divine Image, 
8 they are to be found in the Conſcience. 
ut even this is not exempt from the common 
Ruin. —Confider its Light. It is like a dim Taper 
ſeebly glimmering; and ſerving only to make the 
Barkneis viſible. Or, if it diſcovers any Thing, it 
is an obſcure Something, We know not what. 
Which, inſtead of informing, tantalizes Us; and 
inſtead of guiding, bewilders Us. As falfe and de- 
luſory Lights on the Shore, put a Cheat upon the 
Viariner, and lead him on to Ruin - Con ſider its 
Operations. It is either dumb, or dead, or both. 
Dumb; or elſe how vehemently would it upbraid Us, 
for our ſhocking Ingratitude to the Supreme Omnipo- 


tent BENEFAC'TTOR? How loudly would it inveigh 


againſt our ſtupid Neglect of ſpiritual Intereſts, and 
eternal Ages? Dead; otherwiſe how keenly would 
it ſmart, when gaſhed with Wounds---zumerous, as our 

| repeated 


Nm. ii. 1%, Methinks, I would not tranſlate the Word 


pilcty the mean abile, but alternately or interchangeably accuſing 
or excuſing; ſometimes one, ſometimes the other; in Conformity 
to the different Circumſtances of their Temper and Behaviour. 

+ This ſeems to have been the Caſe with the Bu'k of the 
Neatben World— Conſcience arraigned, and found them guilty. 
This put them upon practiſing their abominable, ſometimes their 
inbuman Idolatries.--Nay, this induced them to give the moſt 
ſcandalous and impious Miſrepreſ nt-tions of the DEITY, Th t 
they might Heath the Sting of Conſcience, and find ſome Salvo 
for their own Iniquities, they made even the Objects of their 
2 the Patrons and the Precedents of their favourite 

ces. 
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repeated Violations of the divine Law — deep, as the 
horrid Aggravations of our various Iniquities. 

Ther. Do you call this an Anſwer to my Ob- 
jection, Apaſio? If it be an Anſwer, it reſembles, - 
in Point of ſatisfactory Evidence, the Light which 
You aſcribe unto the Conſcience. 

Aſp. The Gentiles, You alledge, ſhew the Work, 
but not the Lowe of the Law, written on their Hearts: 
Some leading Notices of Right and Wrong they 
have: ſome ſpeculative Strictures of Good and Evil. 
But without a real Abhorrence of the One, or a cor- 
dial Delight in the Other. Which, far from enno- 
bling their Nature, far from vindicating their Practice, 
argues the exceeding Depravity of the former, and 
renders the latter abſolutely without Excuſe. 

No; You ſay, Conſcience excuſes the Heathens. 
Rather makes ſome weak Apology ® for their Conduct. 
This is far from acquitting, far from juſtitying them. 
— Beſides, theſe weak Attempts to excuſe, are al- 
ways founded on Ignorance. Did they know them- 
ſelves, their Duty, or their GOD, Conſcience 
would, without the leaft Heſitation, bring in her Ver- 
dict, Guilty. The Apoſtle aſſures Us, that, till Faith, 
which is a divine Principle, takes place in our Breaſts, 
beth the Mind and Conſcience are defiled 1. Here, and 
elſewhere, very plainly intimating ; that the Con- 
ſcience is evil, and ever will be evil, till it is /prink/zd 
with the Blood of CHRIST. 

It accuſes ſome, I acknowledge; and it ought to 
accuſe, yea, to condemn All. But even Here it 
evidences itſelf to be corrupt. For, its Accuſations 
are ſometimes erroneous ||, and no better than falſe 

C 4 Witneſs ; 

The Word is &ToACYEHEVWY. 

+ Ti. i. 14. 1 Heb. x. 22. us 


|| What elle was that grand Article in the Accuſations of Con- 
ſcience, mentioned, with tuch particular Diſtinction, by Virgil; 


Phlegyaſque miſerrimus omnes 
Admonet & magna leſtatur Voce per Umbras, 
Diſcite. Juſtitiam monitis, & non temnere Divos, 


For Men to deſpiſe ſuch dunghil, worſe than dunghil Deities, had 
been 
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Witneſs; ſometimes partial“, and ſuborned by 
Appetite; and very, very often ineffechual. Nay, 
when they do take Effect, they produce no Fruit 
that is truly good. They work not a genuine Hu- 
miliation, or an unfeigned Repentance; but either a 
laviſh Dread of GOD, as a ſevere Judge; or Hatred 
of Him, as an inexorable Enemy. i 

Ther. Hatred of GO D—Afſtoniſhing Impiety! Is 
it poſſible for the human Heart to admit ſuch horrible 
Wickedneſs ? 

Aſp. You may well be aſtoniſhed, Theron; and 
GOD may juſtly expoſtulate; What Iniquity 
bade my People found in me, that they are gone far 
from me, and have walked after Vanity f? © | created 
Lou out of Nothing, and made You after my 
„% own Image. As a Father, I have provided for 
« You. As a Nurſe, I have cheriſhed You. I 
have given You the Earth, and the Fullneſs there- 
« of, for your Poſſeſſion. All my Creatures do 
* You Service, and even my Angels minifter un- 
to your Good. Not a Day paſſes, but You re- 
« ceive from my Hand a thouſand rich Benefits, 
and ten thouſand Exprefſions of my unwearied 
© Goodneſs. Do You defire greater Demonſtra- 


tions of my Love? I have given what was dearer 


„ to me than all Angels, than all Worlds. I have 
given my SON from my Boſom, to die in you Stead, 
„ —Would You have farther Evidences of my tender 

60 Re- 


been their Vrtue if done, and was their Duty to do. — What elſe 
was that Voice of Conſcience, mentioned by our LORD, Jobn 
xvi. 2. or that, conf-iTed by the Apoſtle, Ads xxvi. 9. 

* This is too glaringly evident from the aforementioned beauti- 
ful Writer. And I am ſurpriſed, as well as grieved, to hear 
Virgil, the other wile amiable and modeſt Virgil, in his ſecond Eclogue 
avowing a Paſſion —-'o ſcandaluus, thit I am aſhamed to men- 
tion it—ſo criminal, that our Laws, in Concert with the Moſat- 
cal, puniſh it with Death. And this, without the leaſt Remorſe; 
without 2 Biuſh in his Face; nay, with an Air of Confidenee 
and Gallantry. 

1 Jer. xi. 5« 
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* Regard? Behold! I ſtoop from my exalted Throne; 
* and reaſon With, expoſtulate, yea, even beſeech re- 
„ bellious Worms. I touch the Mountains, and 
„they ſmoke: I look upon the Earth, and it 
* trembles: TI caſt even the Princes of Heaven, 
„hen they break my Law, into Chains of Dark- 
« neſs. But to You, O Men, though injured and 
« affronted, I condeſcend to act as a Supplicant. 
I beſeech You to be reconciled, and not to reject 
« your own Mercies.” 

Unparralleled, ſtupendous, raviſhing Benignity !—— 
To hate * u, a GOD, is indeed the moſt de- 
teſtable Impiety. Yet Man, fooliſh Man, practiſes 
this Impiety, whenever, for the Sake of a vile 
Luſt, an ignoble Pleaſure, or an unruly Paſſion, 
_ tranſgreiſes the Command of his CRE A- 

'OR. 

Shall I exemplify the Doctrine, in another of the 
Aﬀections ? 

Ther. In Truth, Appaſio, I begin to be ſick of the 
Subject. If human Nature is ſo ulcerated , the 
leſs You touch it the better. However, let us not 
quite omit the 7ra/cible Appetite. 

Aſp. Of this We have already taken a Side- 
view; if You chooſe to ſee it in fuller Propor- 
tion, make your Obſervation on Fervidus.— ferwidus 
comes home in a Rage. His Cheeks are pale, and 
his Lips quiver, with Exceſs of Paſſion. Though 
he can hardly ſpeak, He vows Revenge, and utters 
Imprecations. What 1s the Cauſe of all this won- 
drous Ferment? A Neighbour, it ſeems, has dropt 
ſome reflecting Hint, or a Servant has blundered in 
ſome trifling Meſſage. Such Ulage, Ferwidus ſays, 


* Hatred cf GOD is ſo fucking an Expreſſion, that one 
would almoſt wiſh, never to hear or read it. But it occurs in 
our unerring Book, and is too often exemplified in human 
Life. See Rom. i. 30. Exad. xx. 5. Jobn xv. 25. 

+ RQuicguid boram attigerts, Ulcus eſt. Cic, 
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is intolerable; and ſuch Negligence unpardonable.— 
This ſame Ferwidus has offered numberleſs Affronts to 
his MAKER; He has moſt ſcandalouſly negleSted the 
Will of his Almighty LORD; yet feels no Indigna- 
tion againſt Himſelf. He is all Fury, when his own 
Credit is touched. But when the Intereſt of CHRIST 
is wounded, He can fit unconcerned, or paſs it off 
with a Laugh. Anger, I acknowledge, is ſometimes 
becoming and uſeful. But is his its right Tempera- 
ture? This its proper Application? 5 

Ther. This is the Practice only of ſome few turbu- 
lent Spirits. To ſaddle their Qualities upon every Per- 


fon, is a Procedure juſt as equitable, as the Madman's 


* Calculation was rational ; who took an Account of 
every Ship that entered the Harbour, and ſet it down 
for his own. 

Aſp. The latter Part of my Charge, I fear, is ap- 
licable to more than a few. —However, let Us conſi- 
er the moſt calm and ſedate Minds. How are they 

affected under Injuries? Do they never aggravate Fail- 


ings into Crimes? Do they find it eaſy to abſtain from. 


every Emotion of III-will? Eaſy to love their Ene- 
mies, and do Good to them that hate them? "Theſe 
noble 'Tempers, if our Nature was not degenerated, 


would be the ſpontaneous Produce of the Soul. But. 


now, alas! they are not raiſed, without much Diffi- 
culty ; ſeldom come to any conſiderable Degree of E- 
minence; never arrive at a State of true Perfection. 
An undoubted Proof, that they are Exotics, not Na- 
tives of the Soil. 

Now We axe ſpeaking of Plants, caſt your Eye 
upon the Kitchen - garden. Many of thoſe Herbs will 
perfume the hard Hand, that cruſhes them; and em- 
balm the rude Foot, that tramples on them. Such was 
the benign Conduct of our LORD. He always over- 
came Evil with Good. When his Diſciples diſregard- 
ed Him, in his bitter Agony, He made the kindeft Ex- 
cuſe for their ungrateful Stupidity T. When his Ene- 


mies, 


®* Thraſylus, an Atben an. 
T Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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mies, with unparalleled Barbarity, ſpilt his very Blood, 
He pleaded their Ignorance, as an Extenuation of their 
Guilt +.——Is the ſame Spirit in Us, which was alſo 
in our divine MASTER? Then are our Paſſions right- 
ly poiſed, and duly tempered. But if Reſentment kin- 
dles, and Animoſity rankles in our Hearts; this is an 
infallible Sign, that We ſwerve from our SAVIOUR's 
Pattern; confequently, are fallen from our primitive 
Rectitude. ä 

Ther. What ſay You of the Fancy? This ſure, if no 
other, retains the primitive Rectitude. What Pictures 
does ſhe form, and what Excurſions does ſhe make ? 
She can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean; can ſoar to 
the Height of the Stars; and walk upon the Bounda- 
ries of Creation. | 

Aſp. That the Fancy is lively and excurſive, I rea- 
dily grant. It can out-travel the Poſt, or out-fly the 
Eagle. But if it travel, only to pick Shells; or fly a- 
broad, to bring home Miſchief; then, I apprehend, 
though You ſhould admire the Faculty, You will hard- 
ly be in Raptures with her Agency. 1 his is the 
real Truth. Our Fancy, till divine Grace regulate 
and exalt her Operations, is generally employed in 
picking painted Shells, or culling venomous Herbs. 
Weaving (as the Prophet very elegantly, and no leſs 
exactly deſcribes the Caſe) the Spider's Webb, or hatch- 
ing Cockatrice Eggs*. Buſied in the moſt abſurd Im- 
pertinencies; or acting in Speculation, the vileſt Ini- 
quities. That. which ſhould be @ Garden incleſed, a 
Fountain ſealed\|, for the PRINCE of Peace, is the 
'Thoroughtair of Vanity.——And even when We are 
renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, O! how neceſſary. 
is it, to keep an inceſſant Watch, and exerciſe a ſtrict 
Diſcipline, over this volatile, variable, treacherous 
PVaprant ! 

he Memery, as well as the Fancy, is impaired; or 

if not impaired, is debauched. Why elſe does it fo 
firmly retain the Impreſſions of an Injury, but ſo ea- 
Ey bet ſip the Remembrance of a Benefit? Any idle 


Fop- 


+ Luke xxill, 34. ® Thi, ix. 5. Cant. iv. 12. 
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Fopperies, that ſooth our Vanity, and increaſe our 
Corruption, cleave to the Thoughts, as the vexatious 
Burr to our Clothes. While the noble Truths of the 
Goſpel, and the rich Mercies of a gracious GOD, 
ſlide away from the Mind, and leave no laſting Trace 
behind them. This double Perverſeneſs is very em- 
phatically, and too truly repreſented by Jeremiah; 
Can a Maid forget her Ornaments, or a Bride her At- 
tire? Yet my People hawe forgotten me, Days without 
Number J. If We hear a looſe Hint, or read an 
immodeſt Expreſſion, they are almoſt ſure to faſten 
themſelves on our Memory. If ſhaken off, they fol- 
low Us with a troubleſome Importunity. If excluded, 
as unwelcome Viſitants, they force themſelves again 
and again, upon our Imagination. They dog Us 
to the Cloſet; they haunt our moſt retired Hours ; 
and too often diſturb our very Devotions. Tell 
me now, can that Faculty be upright and uncor- 
rupted, which is a perforated Sieve, to tranſmit the 
Beneficial ; but a thirfly Sponge, to imbibe the Perni- 
Cious *. 

Ther. Well, my Friend, whatever Guilt I or Others 
have contracted, Flattery, J am ſure, is none of yours. 
Human Nature is under no Obligation to your Pencil. 
You have pourtrayed Her fooliſb, and beaſily, and e- 
very Thing bad but dewihſp. 

Aſp. And this, even this Abomination, I muſt not 
ſecrete, I dare not except. Envy is a deviliſh Diſ- 
poſition. It ſubſiſts no where, but in damned Spi- 
rits, and fallen Souls. Yet, infernal as it is, it has 
been found in Perſons of the moſt exalted Charac- 


ter. The magnanimous Jo/ua felt its cankerous 
Tooth. 


1 Jer. ii. 32. 
* This, I think, ſuggeſts an unanſwerable Confutation of that 
ſpecious Argument, frequently uſed in Behalf of ſome faſoionable 


but difſelute Diverſions, ** They are interſperſed, fay their Ad- 
„ mirers, with Sentiments of Virtue, and Maxims of Morality,” 


—Admitting the Truth of this Plea ; yet the depraved Diſpoſition 
of Mankind, is pretty ſure to drop the Merality, and carry away 
the Ribaldr Yo 


\ 
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Tooth +. The Diſciples of the bleſſed JESUS were 
ſoured with its malignant Leaven + An Apoſtle de- 
clares, that the Spirit which is in Us lufteth to Enty ||; 
is impetuouſly prone to that deteſtable 'Temper. 

Lying is confeſſedly a diabolical Practice. Yet, how 
unaccountably forward are our Children, to utter 
Falſhood? As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray ; 
and as ſoon as they ſpeak, they ſpeak Lies. I faid 
wnaccountably. But I recall the Expreſſion. The Cauſe 
is evident. They have loſt the Image of the GOD of 
Truth; and are become like that apoſtate Spirit, who 
is a Lyar, and the Father of it *. 

What think You of Malice, of Hate, and Revenge? 
Are they not each a Species of Murder, and the 
Seed of the old Serpent? Unleſs, therefore, We are 
intirely free from all theſe helliſh Emotions, We 
muſt, We muft acknowledge, that the Prince of this 
World 5 has his Party within Us. May the Almighty 
Hand of our GOD extirpate and ſubdue it, Day by 
Day ! 

You tell me, I am 20 Flatterer.— Should a Perſon, 
who profeſſes himſelf the Friend of his Fellow-crea- 
tures, ſoothe them into a falſe Peace? Should He 
bolſter them up in a grourdleſs Conceit of their Excel- 
lency, when they really are no better than “ an un- 
clean Thing?“ Shall the Surgeon aſſure his Pa- 
tient,“ All is well; even when the Mortification 
has taken place, and the Gangrene is ſpreading? This 
were to refine the firſt out of all Benevolence, and to 
flatter the laſt into his Grave. 

A Diſputant of leſs Complaiſance than my Theron, 
would probably aſk, with a contemptuous Sneer ; — 
„Have You then been drawing your own Picture?“ 
To whom I would reply, with Confuſion and Sor- 
row, I have.” Alledging this only, to moderate 
my Confuſion ; That I am daily ſeeking, by Prayer and 
Watchfulneſs, more and more, to put off this old Man, 
wwhich is corrupt according to the deceitful Luſis H. And, 
to alleviate y Sorrow, I am endeavouring continually 

0 


+ Numb. xi. 29. 1 Matt. xx. 24. Jam. iv. 8. 
* John viii, 44. $ John xiv, 30. J Eph. iv. 22. 
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to remember; That, however unworthy Jam, how- 
ever vile I may have been, my adored REDEEMER's 
Righteouſneſs is perfect; and in 7h, Righteouſneſs e- 
very Believer is to make his boaſt. | 

Ther So then Man is blind in his Underſtanding ; 
perverſe in his Will; diforderly in his Affections; in- 
fluenced by Diſpoſitions, that are partly brutal, and 
partly diabolical. I have often heard You extol, in 
Terms of high Admiration, the Virtue of Humility. 
You have laviſhed all the Riches of Eloquence, when 


haranguing on Poverty of Spirit. If fach be the Con- 
dition of Mankind, they have infinite Cauſe to be poor 


in Spirit, They muſt, therefore, have one Excellency 
left; and according to your own Account, a-very diſ- 
tinguiſhing one. 


Aſp. Scarce any Thing diſplays, in a more glaring 


Light, the extreme Depravity of Man, than his ſtrong 
Propenſity to Pride; notwithitanding fo much Vileneſs 
and ſo many Deformities. Should the noiſome Le- 
per admire the Beauty of his Complexion, or the impo- 


tent Paralytic glory in the Strength of his Sinews ; 


would they not be miſtaken, even to a Degree of Sot- 


tiſhneſs and Phrenzy? Yet, for Man, fallen Man, who 
has loft his original Righteouſneſs, which was the true 


Ornament of his Nature ; who is become ſubject to 


baſe and ſordid Euſts, or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, #s 


earthly and ſenſual ———for Him to be proud, is ſtill 
more abſurdly wicked. And fince. this is the Caſe, I 


cannot acquit Him from the laſt and heavieſt Article.. 


of the ſacred Writer's Charge; I have a freſh and 
more convincing Proof, that We do Him no Wrong, 


when we call his Nature, his Diſpoſition, his Wi/dom 


——&evilifh . | 
Ther. Why do You reckon Pride an univerſally pre- 
vailing Corruption? I ſee no: Ground for ſuch a diſho- 


nourable Suſpicion. I hope, 1 my/e/F am an Inſtance to. 


the contrary. To unguarded Sallies of Paſſion, to ſe- 


veral other Faults, I conſeſs myſelf ſubject. But can- 


net think,. that I am proud. 
Aſh. 


+ Jam. iii. 15. 
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App. Ah! Theron, if You was not proud, You would 
not be pallionate. Unreaſonable Anger always pro- 
ceeds from an over-weening Opinion of our own 
Worth. —One who, beſides his acquired Knowledge 
of human Nature, had the ſupernatural Gift of diſ- 
cerning Spirits, is obſerved to join Humility and Mech - 
neſs T. Intimating, that they are amiable Twins; and 
where one exiſts, the other cannot be abſent. - Always 
conſiſtent with Himſelf, He links together the oppo- 
ſite Vices, heady and high-minded t: not obſcurely hint- 
ing, that thoſe who are eaſily provoked, are certainly 
proud. — Shall I add, without Offence? If we fancy 
our Minds to, be clear from the Weeds of Vanity, and 
our Thoughts free from the Workings of Self-admira- 
tion ; it is a moſt pregnant Symptom, that We are 
over-run with the former; abandoned to the latter; and 
blinded by both. 

Pride was the firſt Sin, that found Entrance into our 
Nature; and it is, perhaps, the laſt that will be expel- 
led. What are all our Afflictions, but a Remedy pro- 
vided for this inveterate Diſeaſe? Intended to hide 
Pride“ from Man. What is the Inſtitution of the 
Goſpel, but a Battery erected againſt this Strong-hold 
of Satan? Ordained to caft down every high Imagina- 
tion ||. Tho' that Remedy is often applied, tho this 
Battery is. continually playing; yet the peccant Hu- 
mour is not intirely purged off, nor the Elatement of 
r totally ſubdued, till Death gives the Fuiſbing 
ötroke. 

Pride is the Sin that moſt eaſily beſets Us. Ys 
can ſay, I haue made my Heart clean F from this 
Iniquity? It defiles our Duties, and intermingles it- 
ſelf with our very Virtues. It ſtarts up, I know not 
how, ta our. moſt folemn Hours, and our moſt ſa- 
cred Employs. — The good Hezekiab, whoſe Prayers 
were more powerful than all the Forces of Sennache- 
rib, was not Proof againſt the Wiles of this ſubtil 
Sorcereſs J. Even the great Apoſtle, who had been 
caught up into the third Heaven, was in Danger of 


being 
Þ+ Eph. iv. 2. t 2 Tim. iii. 4 1 2 xxxlii. 17, 
2 Cor. x. 4. 5 Prov. xx. 9. J. 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. 
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being puffed up with Pride. In ſuch great Danger, that 


it was neceſſary to put a Lancet into the gathering Tu- 
mour; or, as He Himſelf expreſſes it, to fix a Thorn 
in his Fl; d, and permit the Meſſenger of Satan to 
buffet him. 

How pathetically is this Corruption lamented, and 
how truly deſcribed, by © a ſweet Singer of our 
« Ifradl !“ 


My Soul would riſe and ſing 
To her Creator too; 

Fain would my Heart adore my King, 
And bring the Praiſes due; 


Fut Pride, that buſy Sin, 
Spcils all that I perform, 

Curt Pride] that creeps ſecurely in, 
And ſewells a haughty Worm. 


Thy Glhories I abete, 
Or praiſe thee with Defign 
Part of thy Fawcurs T forget, 
Or think the Merit mine. 


Watts's Hor. Lyr. 


Ther. Now I preſume, You have given the laſt 
Touches to your diſtorted Pourtrait. 

Aſp. I here are other diſagrecable and ſhocking Fea- 
tures. But thoſe I ſhall caſt into Shades, or hide un- 
der a Veil. One Particular You muſt allow me to add; 
which, like a fullen Air in the Countenance, throws 
an aggravated Horror over the Whole. I mean, An 
Inclination to be fend of our Slavery. 

In other Inſtances, the captive Exile haſteth to be 
locſed*. But here We prefer Bondage to Freedom, 
and are loth to leave our Priſon. —Of this, our Back- 
wardneſs + to Se/f-examination, is both a Conſequence 


and 


$ 2 Cor, xii. 7, 
* Iſai. li. I 4+ 
| ——Nem in ſeſe deſcendere Nemo 
Cogitat, 
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ſtrengthens the Spell, is Muſic to our Ears. 
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and a Proof. Self-examination would open a Win- 
dow in our Dungeon ; would ſhew Us our wretched 
Condition, and teach Us to ſigh for Deliverance —— 
Why have We ſuch a Diſlike of Reproof ? Why? But 
becauſe We hug our Chains, and chooſe Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light. Reproof is more grating than the 
harſheſt Diſcord; though it tends to diſſolve the En- 
chantment, and reſcue Us from the Tyranny of 
vin. While Flattery, which abets the nn and 
s NOT 
our Reaſon, which ſhould arraign and condemn every 
Irregularity, forward to invent Excuſes, and to ſpare 
the favourite Folly? Reaſon, which ſhould draw the 
Dagger, ſuperinduces the Ma; and, inſtead of 
ſtriking at the Heart of our Vices, ſcreens them un- 
der the Cover of ſome plauſible Names. A wicked 
Habit is called a human Infirmity; inſnaring Diverſi- 
ons paſs for innocent Amuſements ; a revengeful Diſ- 
8 is termed Spirit, Gallantry, and Honour. 
hus our Reaſon (if, when fo egregiouſly perverted, 
it deſerves the Name) is ingenious to obſtruct our Re- 
covery ; and rivets on the Shackles, which our Paſſi- 
ons have formed 4. 

This the eternal WISDOM foreſaw, and therefore 
uttered that tender Expoſtulation ; How long Ye fimple 
Ones will Ye love Simplicity, and Scorners delight in 
their Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? Even the 
ineſtimably precious Knowledge of an all-atoning and 
completely juſtifying SAVIOUR; who preaches, 
who has purchaſed, and who works Deliverance — 
preaches in his Word, has purchaſed by his Blood, 
and works by his SPIRIT, Deliverance for the Cap- 
tives—the wretched Captives of Ignorance, Sin, and 


Death. 


This 


t Perhaps, this is what our LORD means, when, developing 
the human Heart, and diſcovering its latent Enormities. He cloſes 


the dark Account with @@goourn Feol:ſbneſs : implying that Sta- 
pidity, which has no Senſe of its Miſery ; that Perwerſereſs, which 
has no Inclination for a Recovery. Both which render all the 
other Evils far more incurable, Mark vii. 22. 
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This I take to be the moſt flagrant and deplorable 
Effect of human Depravity—our Averſion to the Doc- 
trine, the Privileges, the Grace of the Goſpel. Be- 
ware, dear Theron, leſt You prove my Point by 
ſhall I ſpeak it? Would You ſuſpect it? your own 
Practice. Zealous as I am for my Tenets, I ſhould 
be ſorry, extremely ſorry, to have ſuch a Demonſtra- 
tion of their Truth. | 

Ther. You are highly obliging, Appaſio, to ſingle me 
out for your Evidence. Yet why ſhould the Honour 


be appropriated to myſelf? It belongs, upon the Foot 


of the preceding Calculation, not to your Friend only, 
but to the whole Species. If You was aiming at 
None but the Licentious and Abandoned, You would 
have None to oppoſe You, but Pertons of that Cha- 
rater. Your Arrows of Satyre would then be rightly 
leveled, and might be ſerviceabſe to Mankind. Where- 


as, to put All in the black Liſt ; ts mark All with the 


Villain's Brand; this can never be Chrifizax Charity; 
this is unſufferable Cenſoriouinęſs. 

Aſp. Let me beſecch You, Theron, not to miſap- 
prehend my Deſign. I ſpeak not as a malevolent Sa- 
tyriſt, but would imitate the taithfu] Phyſician. Ii am 
opening the Sore, that it may admit the healing Balm: 


and ſhould J perform the Operation with an envenomed. 


Inſtrument ? My Soul abrors the 'Thovght —I mutt 
intreat You likewiſe to remember the Ditinction, be- 
tween a State of Nature, and a State oi Grace. We 
are all naturally evil. Such We ſhould ior ever conti- 
nue, did not a /upernatural Power intervene ; making 
ſome to differ, both from their original Seives, and 
trom the Generality of their Neighbours. Are they 
refined in their 'Temper, and retormed in their Life? 
grant it. But then it is the Influence ot the ſancti- 
tying SPIRIT, which purges away their Droſs ; yet 
not without leaving ſame A/loy. 

Ther, Here, Aſpaſio, You certainly ſtrain the Bow, 
till it breaks. Since Scripture itſelf celebrates ſome 
Perſons, as abſolutely perfect. What fays Miſes, 
the inſpired Hiſtorian? Noah was perfect in his Ge- 

neration. 
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neration 4. — What ſays the GOD of Moſes, who can 
neither deceive, nor be deceived? Job was à perfect 
Man and an upright *. Conſequently, their Nature 
muſt be intirely cleanſed from this hereditary Defile- 
ment; and their Character confutes your derogatory 
Repreſentations of Mankind. 

Aſp. Thoſe eminent Saints were perfect. That is, 
they were ſanctißed throughout. Sanctified in all their 
Faculties. No one Grace of Religion was lacking. 
As in the new-born Infant, there is a human Creature 
complete: no conſtituent Part of the vital Frame is 
wanting: though each is tender; all are very feeble; 
and none arrived at the full Size. 

They were aprigbt. This Word ſeems to be expla- 
natory of the preceding; and ſigniſies an unfeigned 
Deſire, joined with a hearty Endeavour, to obey the 
whole Will of GOD: excluding, not all Defe&, but. 
all reigning Hypocriſy, and ww#/ful Remiſineſs. — The 
Interpretation, thus limited, is of a piece with their 
Conduct. If ſtretched to a higher Pitch, it is evidently 
inconſiſtent with the Narrative of their Lives. 

Pray, what was your Motive, for decorating the 
filvan Retirement, (that ſheltered Us Yelterday) with 
the Statue of Elijah ? | 

Ther. Becauſe I thought, his ſolitary Life, and 
gloomy Temper, ſuited that ſequeſtered Bower. Be- 
cauſe the memorable Adventure, there repreſented, is, 
with me, a favourite Portion of ſacred Hiſtory. 

Are We pleated with ſpirited and delicate Raillery ? 
Nothing exceeds his pungent Sarcaſm, upon the ſtupid 
and deſpicable Dupes of idolatry. Every Sentence is 
keen as a Razor, and pointed as a Dagger, yet wears 
the Appearance of the moſt courtly Complaiſance. We 
may truly ſay, in the beautiſul Language of the Pſal- 
miit, His Words are ſmoother than Oil, and yet be they 
very Sæbordi . 

Are 


t Gen vi. 9. ® Job i, r. 

+ 1 Kings xviii. 27. And it came to pals at Noon, that E/ijah 
mocked them, and ſaid; Cry ald; for He is a God, Either He 
ts talking, o He is purſuing, or He is in a Feurney, or peradventure 
He ſleep:th, and muſt be awa led. 
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Are We delighted with Inſtances of Magnanimity ? 
A ſingle Prophet, unſupported by any human Aid, 
maintains the Cauſe of Truth, againſt the King, his 
Grandees, and hundreds of the apoſtate Prieſts. He 
ventures to ſtake all his Credit, to riſk his very Life, 
and (What was dearer to Him than perſonal Credit, or 
bodily Liſe,) the Honour of the true G OD, and In- 
tereſts of his holy Religion to riſk all on the imme- 
diate Interpoſition of a moſt ſurpriſing Miracle. 

Do We admire the Triumphs of Faith? His Faith 
was, In a manner, omnipotent. He prays, and Tor- 
rents of Fire deſcend from the Sky, to devour his Ad- 
verſaries *. He prays again, and the Sluices of 
Heaven are ut; there is neither Dew nor Rain for ſe- 
veral Years+.—A third Time He prays, and the Win- 
dows from on High are opened; Abundance of Showers 
water the FEarthf.—On another Occaſion He preſents 
his Supplications, and GOD makes his Feet like Harts 
Feet. Inſomuch that an aged Prophet outruns the royal 
Chariot}. | 

A/p. 1 commend your Taſte, Theron: and am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the Reaſons of your Choice. — 
But do not you remember, that even the Wonder- 
working Tiſhbite failed in his Reſignation, and failed 
in his Faith? Eminent es He was for Mortification, He 
gave way to wireaſoral le Diſcontent; and, though a 
Champion for the living G OD, He yielded to un- 
believing Fear $.—T he Man Moſes wwas very meek, above 


all 


® 2 Kings i. 10. + 1 Kings xvii. 1. 

1 Jam. v. 17, 18. || 1 Kings xvili. 46. 

$ Elias, or rather Eljab (it is pity but the Old Teſtament 
Names were retainzd. Jeſus put for Jeſbua, Acts vii. 45. Heb, 
iv. 8. Oſec for He, Rom. ix. 25. Elijaus for Eliſha, Luke iv. 27. 
have, I dare fay, bewildered, if not miſled many Readers) was 4 
Man ſubj:4 to lhe Poſfions as We are, Jam. v. 17. Upon which 
Paſſage, an eminent Commentater makes the following Remark ; 
++ This probably is ſaid, with reſpect to his Fear and Diſcentent, 
«© manifeſted 1 Kings xix. 3, 4. Oworonabrs muſt, I think, im- 
ply a State, liable to the irregular Workings of Paſſion ; not free 
from the ſinful Infimities of Nature, Otherwite, it is an Inſtance 
foreigr: to the Purpoſe; dots by no means anſwer the End deſigned; 
which is to encourage the Heart, and ſtrengthen the Faith, even of 
frail, corrupt, Meuding Creatures. See ver. 16. 
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all the Men which avere upon the Face of the Earth*: Vet 
He, even He was provoked in his Spirit, and ſpake 
unadviiedly with his Lips -Was not Peter the Hero 
among our LORD's Followers? Remarkable for his 
Reſolution and Intrepidity. Yet He trembles, more 
than trembles, at the Shaking of a Leaf; He denies 
his divine MASTER, ſcared by the Voice of a Woman. 

Look where-ever We will, We find Proofs of hu- 
man Depravity; reigning ancontrouled in Some, making 
frequent Inſurrection in All. It is written on our own 
Hearts, by the Hand of Experience; the Finger of 
Obſervation points it out, in the Practice of Others. — 
Even in the Practice of Tho/e, who have been Saints of 
the firſt Rank, and of the higheſt Attainments. Yet 
they were deieCtive.—DefeCtive too, in that very Qua- 
lity, which was their diſtinguiſßing Gift; in which 
they particularly excelled. 

Ther. While We are talking, the Day has inſenſibly 
ſtole itſelf away, and left Us furrounded with Twilight. 
Which is a ſort of Luftre intermingled with Darkneſs: 
no Part wholly lucid; no Part wholly obſcure. 
An Emblem, according to your Repreientation, of tho 
renewed Soul, and its imperfect Holinels. 

Aſp. A very juſt one.——Even where the Goſpel 
ſhines, ſtill there is an intercurrent Gloom of Corrup- 
tion. Ignorance mixes itſelf with our Knowledge. 
Unbelief cleaves to our Faith. Nor is our Purity free 
from all Contamination. The Prophet Zechariah, 
foretelling the Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel Kingdom, 
and deſcribing the State of its ſpiritual Subjects, ſays; 
I. ſhall come to paſs in that Day, that the Light ſhall not 
be clear, nor dar- I. This, as to its /teral Senſe, 
We now fee exemplified in the circumambient At- 
moſphere. With regard to its ſpiritual Meaning, eve- 
ry true Believer feels it accompliſhed in his own 
Breaſt. | 

Ther. When You are ſo vehement, in decrying all 
human Attainments ; conſider, Aſpaſios, whether You 
do not check and diſpirit Us, in the Purſuit of exalted 
Virtue. Aſp. 

Numb. xil, 3. + Pal. evi. 33. 4 Zech. xiv. 6. 
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Aſp. I ſuppoſe, You never expected to be ſuch an 
Adept in Geometry as Archimedes, nor ſo profound an 
Aſtronomer as Newton ; yet this did not check your 
Application to the Study of Mathematics, or the Con- 
templation of the Heavens.—Your Brother the Mer- 
chant, I preſume, has no Proſpect of amaſling the 
Wealth of a Craſus, or the immenſe Treaſures of a 
Kouli-Khan ; yet this does not 4d;/pirit Him in proſecut- 
ing the Buſineſs, which brings Him both Opulence 
and Honour. 

However, Theron, ſo long as You deny the Impu- 
tation of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, You act a conſiſtent Part, in being zealous for 
the Perfection of perſonal Obedience. You ought ei- 
ther to acquire the One, or to accept the Other. I here- 
fore, I ſhall produce no more Arguments for your 
Diſcouragement; but ſhall comprize the Whole of 
my Anſwer, in the Motto to an i Nobleman's 
Arms, TRY. Or, if this be too conciſe, I will ſub- 
Join, with a very little Alteration, the Words of a 
King; When You have attained what You purſue, 
« bring me Word again, that I may go, and follow it 
« alſo *?” 

Ther. According to your Account, the moſt advan- 
ced and eſtabliſhed Chriſſians, are but like a Company 
of Invalids. Does not this extremely derogate from 
the Honour of our LORD, conkdered as the PH 
cian of Souls? It ſeems to make a mere Nothing of 
SanCtification ; and would ſwallow up CHRIST the 
King, in CHRIST the Prieſt. 

Aſp. Invalids they are : and ſuch will continue, 
till they are diſmiſſed from this great Infirmary, and 


admitted 
* Matt. ii. 8. 

+ Do not the beſt of Men lament their Ignorance of the divine 
Perfections, their Slowneſs of Heart to be ieve the divine Pro- 
miſes, an the Languor of their Gratitude for ineſtimable, for in- 
numerable Gifts of the divine Goodnels ?—Do not they frequently 
feel Deadneſs in their Devotions, Diſorder in their Affections, and 
various other Relics of the original Leaven? Do not they often 
comp'aiz, in the Language of the Apoſtle, Vben I wouid do Good, 
Evil is preſent w.th me? And ſay, with the earlieft Chriſtians ? 
We that are in this Tabernacle de groan, being burdened, Burdened, 

not 
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admitted into that holy, happy, bleſſed World; Where 


the Inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, I am either in Soul or 
in Body fic&*. 

If the Cure was zever to be completed, this doubt- 
Jeſs would be diſhonourable to our Almighty PHYSI- 
CIAN. But the ſpiritual Recovery, begun on Earth 
and advancing through Time, will be perfected in 
Heaven; and prolonged to Eternity. Does this make 
a mere Nothing of Sanctification? No, but it makes 
Room for a continual Progreſs, and affords Cauſe for 
continual Humiliation. It reſerves a noble Prerogative, 
for the heavenly State and beatific Viſion ; and perpe- 
tually reminds Us of a moſt important Truth, That 


our preſent Pleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being free 


from Sin, but in nat having Sin imputed to Us f. 

This Imperfection of our Obedience, inſtead of con- 
founding, maintains a proper Diſfinction between CHRIST 
the King, and C:{RI1ST the Prieſt. Whereas, if We 
were perſect in Piety, the prieſtly Office, with regard 
to Us, would be ſuperſeded. What Need of an In- 
terceſſor, to recommend our Prayers? What Occaſion 
for an High-Prieſt, to b-ar the Iniquity of our holy 
Things? It ſome Taint of the original Leaven did 
not pollute our beſt Services? 

Neither does this detract from the Wiſdom, from 
the Goodneſs, or from the Power of CHRIST. It ra- 
ther adminiſters to the advantageous Diſplay of all 

theſe 


not ſo much with Afflictien: thoſe Heroes in Chriſtianity had 
learnt, to rejoice in Tribulation, But burdened with a Serie of their 
ſpiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings of their inbred Cor- 
ruption. Which, to a tender and lively Believer, are the beawieff 
of Croſſes, and the moſt galling of Loads. Nay ; do not the Heirs 
of Glory wwaſh their very Rebes, even their faireſt Deeds, and their 
b ighteſt Graces in the Blood of the LAMB? Which, if they were 
free from Spot, and void of Impurity, could have no need to be 
made Thite in this ſacred Fountain. See 2 Cor, v. 4. Rev. 
vii. 14. 
* Iſaiah xxxiii 24. 

+ Pſalm xxxii. 1. Ko:Yap©- gti; aro gur, ſays One of Thoſe 
Writers, who had few Superiors n per{unal Holineſs, g £4 TPodee 
rig tin TWY £Tox4purew t Te yas To TeNiw; ayi0v 


big GQIWHG TOY Nice. I — 
1 Exod. xxviii. 38. 
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theſe divine Attributes. Of his Wiſdem; in con- 


ducting the Affairs of his Church with ſuch exact 


Propriety, that the Righteouſneſs of Faith may have its 
due Honour, and the Sanctification of the SPIRIT its 
proper Eſteem —— Of his Goodneſs; in carrying on the 
Work of Grace, amidſt ſo much Infirmity, and ſo ma- 
ny Corruptions; and in crowning, with conſummate 
Happineſs, ſuch frail undeſerving Creatures — Of his 
Power ; in extracting a Variety of Benefits even from 
Ther. Benefits, A paſio! Can any thing beneficial 
proceed from an Evil, which, according to your own 
Repreſentation, is fo incorrigibly malignant? | 
Aſp. It will tend to make Us Auth in our cavn Eyes. 
When We remember, that by Nature We are altoge- 
ther become abominable; that the Remains of natu- 
ral Depravity ſtill adhere to our Minds; debaſe what- 
ever We acquire, diſgrace whatever We perform; how 


mult ſuch a View ot Ourſelves cover Us with Shame, 


and lay Us low in Abaſement ! Leſs than the leaſt of all 
thy Mercies *, will be the Language of ſuch a One's 
very Soul. 

It will render Us compaſſionate to Others. How can 
We take a Brother by the Throat, and require fault- 
leſs PerfeQion in his Behaviour, when We Ourſelves 
in many Things offend, in all Things fall ſhort? Eve- 
ry ſuch Conſideration pleads for Indulgence to our Fel- 
low-Creatures: is a Monitor within, and whiſpers this 
affecting Remonſtrance, Oughte/i nat Thou to have Pity 
«pon thy Fellow-ſervant, ſince thy Almighty LO RD has 
{uch unwearied, ſuch infinite Pity on Thee +? 

It will teach Us to admire the Riches of Grace. Shall 
fallen Creatures, that are taken from the very Dung- 
hils of Sin, and reicued from a Hell of inward Iniqui- 
ty—Shall they, notwithſtanding their deplorable De- 
pravity, and innumerable Defictencies—dvhall they be 
admitted into the Boſom of eternal Love ? They be ex- 
alted to the 'Thrones of Glory, and numbered with the 
Princes of Heaven 1? This is Grace, tranſcendently 
rich, and divinely free indeed! f 

t 


Gen. XXX. Il. 10. 1 Matt. xvii. 33. 1 Ek cls eg ei. 
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It will reconcile Us to the Approach of Death. This, 
like Wormwood on the Nipple, or Gall in the Cup, 
muſt wean Us from a wretched World. How can 
We be enamoured with ſuch a Veil of Tears? Or 
why ſhould We covet, when Providence gives the Sig- 
nal for our Departure, to prolong our Abode in the'e 
Territories of Diſorder ? Surely this muſt incline Us 
to leave them, every Day, more and more in our Af- 
fections; and at laſt, to leave them, without any Re- 
luctance, by final Diſſolution. Leave them, for that 
better Country, where our perſonal Righteoufneſs will 
no longer be defective, like the <vari»g Moon; but 
ſhine forth with conſummate Luſtre, like the meridian 
Sun in the Kingdom of our FATHER. 

It will zudear the bleſſed JESUS in every Capacity; 
as the Stings of the fiery flying Serpents, and the 
Dearth of the waſte howling Wildernefs, endeared to 
the [/-ael/ites both their brazen Serpent, and their Bread 
from Heaven. — They that believe this Truth, mult ſee 
their inexpreſſible and inceſſant Need of CHRIST's 
Spirit. The Proteſtation of M.. on a particular Oc- 
caſion, will be the daily, the hourly Breathing of their 
Souls; Carry Us not up hence, unleſs thy Preſence, try 
SPIRIT, go with Us For without this Aid, We can 
diſcharge no Duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully reſiſt any 
Temptation. They will be exceedingly cautious, not 
to grieve + that ſacred Gueſt, Jeſt He depart irom 
them, and abandon them to the Power of their lurk- 
ing Corruptions. Knowing, that if He abandon them, 
when ſuch Foes are within, and ſo many Snares with- 
out; their Caſe will be worſe than Sam/or's, when 
his Locks were ſhaven, and the Philiſtines all around 
Rim. | 

How highly will ſuch Perſons value the Bl: of the 
Covenant, and the Iaterceſſon of their great HiGH- 
PRIEST !-—— They will no where preſume to enter 
into the Preſence of the moſt High GOD, without 
a hducial Reliance upon the atoning and nte- ceding 


S. IVIOUR; than the Sons of Jacob would have 


* Exod, xxxiii. 15. ft Eph. iv @ 
Vol.. II. 
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tured to appear before the Viceroy of Fgypt, without 
the Company of their younger Brother. In all, in all 
their Intercourſe with Heaven, the great Propitiation 
will be their Plea, and the great ADVOCATE their 
Confidence. —'l he impotent Man waited at the Pool of 


Bethe/aa, and the Syrian General dipped {even Times 


in Jordan. Theſe Perſons will not only wait, but 
live by the Fountain opened for Sin and Unclean- 
neſs*. They will waſh in the ſacred ſanctifying Stream, 
not ſeven J imes only, but ſeventy Times ſeven. 

And when ſuch Sentiments poſſeſs the Mind, how 
dear! O how atar and deſirable will our LORD's 
Obedience be !—] once called our own Works Worm- 
eaten Things + ; and mult not theſe Corruptions, if they 
remain ever fo little in our Hearts, tarniſh our Graces, 
and debate our Duties? Mult they not be depreciatory 
to all our Accompliſhments ;z and too much like corrod- 
ing Vermin, in the Subſtance of our Timber, or the 
Core of our Fruits *—Should We not then renounce, 
utterly renounce, what may be truly ſtiled A Thing of 
Naught And rely, wholly rely on our divine HIGH- 
PRIEST 7 Who, in his mediatorial Vorks, as well as 
in his wonderful Perſon, 1s altogether Light and Per- 
fection; and neither in Him, nor in them, is there any 
Deficiency or any Darkneſs at all. 

Excuſe me, Theron; I fear, I have been preaching. 
The Importance of the Text, muſt form my Apology. 
It is an Introduction, not to the Records of Hiſtory, or 
the "Tranſactions of Philoſophy, but to the Riches of 
CHRIST. 

Ther. If my Aſpaſio has been preaching, I can aſſure 
Him for his Comtort, that his Audience has been very 
attentive ; and though the Sermon was ſomewhat co- 
pious, the Hcarer neither ſlept nor gaped. How- 

ever, | ſhould be glad to have the Whole reviewed, 
and ſummed up: that, if it has been large as the Pyra- 
mid, it, may, like the Pyramid, terminate in a Point. 

Aſp. | his then is the State of our Nature The 
Image of the CREA'T OR is loſt: Darkneſs is on the 
Underſtanding: Diſorder in all the Affections.—In the 

Will, 


Zech xill. 1. + Sce Dialogue VII, pag, 222. 
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Will, Enmity againſt GOD, the ſovereign Good: In- 
ability to all that is ſpiritual and heavenly: with a Pro- 
penſity to whatever is ſordid and earthly.— The whole 
Soul 1s deformed, diſtempered, rebellious. —And ſhall 
ſuch a Creature lay claim to thoſe amiable and ſacred 
Endowments, which may be a proper Recommendation 
to infinite Holineſs? Is ſuch a Creature qualihed to 
perform thoſe righteous Acts, which may approve 
themſelves to the Demand of GOD's Law, and to the 
inflexibility of his Juſtice. 

Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make the 
vainer Attempt, I would now addreis Him, as Jeh:aſþ 
formerly anſwered Amaziah. A/maziah King of Fu- 
dah, elated with the little Victories he had obtained 
over the Edomites, began to fancy Himſelf invincible. 
Prompted by this fooliſh Imagination, He challenges 
Jehoaib King of Iſrael, to meet Him in a pitched Bat- 
tle; and receives this ironical Apologue, by way 
of Reply Which, for Gallantry of Spirit and 
Delicacy of Wit, for Poignancy of Satire and Propriety 
of Application, has ſeldom been equaled, perhaps 
never exceeded—The Thiftle that was in Lebanon, ſent 
to the Cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy 
Daughter to my Son to Wife: and there paſſed by à wild 
Beaſt that was in Lebanon, and trod down the Thiſlle ®, 
What are We when We offer to ettabliſh our own 
Righteouſneſs, or preſume to juſtity Ourſelves before 
the moſt High GOD—but deſpicable Thiſtles, that fanſy 
themſelves fately Cedars? And is not every Temp— 
tation, is not each Corruption, a wild Beaſt of the 
Deſert, that will trample on the impotent Boaſter, and 
tread his haughty Pretenſions in the Duſt? 


* 2 Kings xiv. 9. 
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SPASIO was employed in preparing for his 

Journey. Theron, free from Buſineſs, and diſ- 
engaged from Company, had the greateſt Part of the 
Day to Himſelf. Which He ſpent, in reviewing the 
Subſtance of their late Conferences; not without in- 
termingled Aſpirations to GOD, for the Guidance of 
his DIVINE SPIRIT. 

At Evening, He er like the Patriarch of old, into 
the Field to meditate* : amidſt the Calm of Nature, to 
meditate on the Grace of the Goſpel. —The Sky was 
peculiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear; only where 
the fine Indigo received an agreeable Heightening, by a 
few thin and ſcattered Clouds; which imbibed the 
ſolar Rays, and looked like penſile Fleeces of pureſt 
Wol.—All Things appeared with fo mild, ſo majeſtic, 
fo charming an Aſpect, that, intent as He was upon a 
different Subject, He could not but indulge the follow- 
ing Soliloquy. : 

« How delightful are the Scenes of rural Nature! 
« Eſpecially to the philaſaphic Eye, and contemplative 
% Mind. I cannot wonder, that Perſons in high 
Life, are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpicuous and 
&« exalted Station, to the Covert of a ſhady Grove, 
“ or the Margin of a cooling Stream. Are ſo de- 
&« firous of quitting the ſmoky Town, and noiſy 
Street; in order to breathe purer Air, and ſurvey 
© the Wonders of Creation, in the ſilent, the ſerene, 
* the peaceful Villa. 

is true, in the Country, there are none of the 
c modith, I had almoſt ſaid, meretricious Ornaments 
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of that falſe Politeneſs, which reſines People out of 


their Veracity. But an eaſy Simplicity of Manners, 


with an unaffected Sincerity of Mind. Here, the 
ſolemn Farce of Ceremony is ſeldom brought into 
Play; and the pleaſing Deluſions of Compliment 
have no Place. But the Brow is the real Index of 
the "Temper, and Speech the genuine Interpreter of 
the Heart. 
„In the Country, I acknowledge, We ſee little of 
the mimic Attempts of human Art. But We, every 
where, behold the grand and maſterly Exertions of 
divine Power,—No Theatre erects its narrow Stage; 
ſurrounds it, with puny Rows of aſcending Seats; 
or adorns it, with a ſhifting Series of gorgeous Scene- 
ry. But Fields extend their ample Area; at firſt, 
lightly clad with a Scarf of ſpringing Green; then, 
deeply planted with an Arrangement of ſpindling 
Stalks; as a few more Weeks advance, covered with 
a Profuſion of bearded or huſky Grain; at laſt, 
richly laden with a harveſt of yellow Plenty. 
«© Meadows diſcloſe their beautiful Boſom: yield a 
ſoft and fertile Lap for the luxuriant Herbage ; and 
ſuckle Myriads of the fairett, gayeſt Flowers. Which, 
without any vainOftentation,or expenſive Finery, out- 
vie each other in all the Elegance of Dreſs. —Growes 
of various Leaf; arrayed in freſheſt Verdure, and 
liberal of their reviving Shade; riſe, in amiable, in 
noble Proſpect, all around. Droves of ſturdy Oxen, 
ſtrong for Labour, or fat for the Shambles ; Herds of 
ſleeky Kine, with Milk in their Udders, and Violets 
in their Noſtrils; Hochs of well-fleeced Sheep, with 
their ſnowy Lambkins, friſking at their Side; theſe 
compoſe the living Machinery. Boundleſs Tracts 
of bending Azure, varniſhed with inimitable Deli- 
cacy, and hung with ftarry Lamps, or irradiated 
with folar Luſtre, from the ſtately Cieling.— While 
the early Breezes, and the Evening Gales ; charged 
with no unwholſome Vapours, breeding no peſti- 
lential Taint; but fanning the humid Buds, and 
waving their odoriferous Wings, diſpenſe a thou- 
ſand Saweets, mingled with the moſt ſovereign Sup- 
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ports of Health. — And is not this School of Induſ- 
try, this Magazine of Plenty, incomparably more de” 
lehtful, as weil as infinitely V dangerous, than thoſe 
gaudy Temples of Profuſeneſs and Debauchery, 
where Sin and Ruin wear the Maſk of Pleature ? 
Where Belial is daily or nightly worſhipped with, what 
his Votaries call, modiſh Recreation, and genteel 
Amuſement ? | 
« Here indeed is no tuneful Voice, to melt in Strains 
of amorous Anguiſh, and transfuſe the ſickening 
Fondneſs to the Hearer's Breait. No ſkiliul Artiſt, 
to inform the Lute with muſical Inchantment; to 
ſtrike infectious Melody from the Viol; and ſooth 
away the Reſolution and Activity of Virtue, in wan- 
ton Defires, or veluptuous Indolence. But the 
Plains bleat; the Mountains low; and the hollow 
circling Rocks echo with the univerſal Song. Every 
Valley remurmurs to the Fall of filver Fountains, or 
the liquid Lapſe of gurgling Rills.— Birds, Muſicians 
ever beauteous, ever gay, perched on a thouſand 
Boughs, play a thouſand ſprightly and harmonious 
Irs. 
«© Charmed therefore with the fineſt Views; lulled 
with the ſofteſt Sounds; and treated with the rich- 
eſt Odours; what can be wanting to complete the 
Delight? Here is every Entertainment for the Eye; 
the moſt refined Gratifications for the Ear; and a 
perpetual Banquet for the Smell; without any infi- 
dious Decoy, for the Integrity of our Conduct, or 
even for the Purity of our Fancy. 
« O ye blooming Walks, and flowery Lawns, ſur- 
rounded with dewy Landicapes! How often have 
Patriots and Heroes, laid aſide the Burthen of Power, 
and ſtole away from the Glare of Grandeur, to en- 
joy themſelves + in your compoſed Retreats !- Ve 
moſly Couches, and fragrant Bowers, ſkirted with 
cooling Caſcades! How many illuſtrious Perſon- 
ages, after all their glorious 'T oil for the public 
Good, have ſought an honourable and welcome 
| KRepoſe 
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lays Horace of his little Country- ſcat. 
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Repoſe in your downy Lap“? —Yet venerable Oaks, 


« and ſolemn Groves; Woods that whiſper to the qui- 


„ vyering Gale: Clitts, that over-hang the darkened 
„Flood; Who can nu mber the Sages and Saints, that 
« have devoted the Day to Study, or reſigned a vacant 
Hour to heaithy Exerciſe, bencath your filvan Por- 
* ticos, and waving Arches ? That, far from the dull 
Impertinence of Man, have liſtened to the in'truc- 
tive Voice of GOD; and contemplat-d the Works 
of his adorable Hand, aniidit your moſs-grown Cells, 
and rocky Shade .— How inelegant, or how inſen- 
* fible is the Mind, which has no awakened lively 
% Reliſh for theſe ſweet Receſſes, and their exquiſite 
«© Beauties !” 

But whither am I carried? Is not this rural Enthu- 
fiaſm ? | find myſelf talking to Trees; and forget the 
momentous Queition, that waits for our Deciſion. 
Here then let my Rhapiody ceaſe, and my Inquiry 
proceed. Does it betrav a want oi true Delicacy , to 
be inſenſible of Nature's Charms My 4jþafis t. ainks 
it argues as wrong a Taite in practical Piviniry, not 
to acquieſce in the imputed Righteouſneſs of TE SUS 
CHRIST.—To this Doctrine I have always been 
extremely averſe. I ſet myſelf to oppoſe it with Ob- 
JeQions, drawn from the Reaſon of M hings, and from 
various Paſſages of Scripture. To all which my Friend 
replied. And though I was ſcarcely convinced, yet 
] was filenced by his Anſwers. 

I pleaded for the Sufficiency of our ſincere Obedi- 
ence. Eſpecially, when accompanied with Repentance, 
and recommended by the Merits of CHRIST. 
Neither was this Attempt ſucceſsful. His Arguments, 
ſomewhat like the flaming Sword, planted at the En- 

Viigil was fo ſmitten with the Amjableneſs of theſe Scenes» 


that He aſſigns them as an Habitation for happy Spirits, in the 
Regions of Elyſium, 
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tiance of Paradiſe, turned every Way ; and precluded 
all Acceis to Lite, on the Foot of our own Duty. 

At length, 4/pa/foqunted the defenſive, and attacked 
me in his Turn. He explained the Nature, and in- 
forced the Threatenings, of the divine Law. So ex- 
act its Rules! I hat it demands a perfect and perſever- 
ing Conformity to every InjunQion.—So extenſive its 
Authority! I hat it reaches the inmoſt Thoughts; and 
requires Obedience, not barely in the Actions of the 
Lite, but the very Intentions of the Heart. So inex- 
erable its Severity ! That it condemns every the ſmall- 
elit Offence, and curſes every the leaſt Offender. 

This Remonſtrance ; had ſome of the Terror, and 
almoſt all the Effect, of a maſked Battery. It was 
quite unexpected, and alarmed me conſiderably.— TG 
puſh his Advantage, He inlarged upon the infinite Pu- 
rity of G O D.—A G O D, glorious in Holineſs— 
Who cannot look upon Evil, with any Connivance, or 
without the utmoſt Abhorrence. Before whom the 
very Heavens are unclean, and who will in no wiſe 
clear the Guilty. 

To complete the Victory, He played off the Doc- 
trine of original Guilt, and original Depravity.—That 
beſides the Imputation of Adam's Apoſtacy ; beſides 
the Commiſſion of numberleſs Iniquities ; We were 
born in Sin — Are, by Nature, Enmity againſt GOD 
In all our Faculties corrupt In every Imagi- 
nation evil — And, even when renewed by Grace, are 


ſtill, ſtill tainted with ſome baſe Remains of the old 
Leproſy. 

After all, He bid me conſider. What Fruits 
muſt ſpring from ſuch a Nature? How they muſt 
appear, when compared with /uch a Law ? What 
they mult deſerve, when tried before ſuch a G O D ?— 
Theſe, I muſt confeſs, are very weighty and ſtartling 
Queries. If theſe Repreſentations are true, the Face 
of human Affairs carries a moſt gloomy Aſpect. Or 
rather, a moſt dreadful Storm is hanging over the 
Children of Men. — 4jafio urges me to fly, without 
any Delay, to the Covert of CHRIST's meritori- 
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ous Obedience. This, he ſays, was wrought out in 
my Name, and in my Stead : this will be admitted, 
both at the Throne of Grace, and the Bar of Judg- 
ment, as my juſtifying Righteouſneſs. | 

This, He adds, opens a Way, on G O D's Part, 
for the largeſt Emanations and moſt honourable Exer- 
ciſe of Mercy. On Man's Part, it founds a Pitle to 
Pardon, to Life, and every ſpiritual Bleſſing. This 
Doctrine, eſpecially in ſuch a Connection, begins to 
put on a more recommending Appearance. My Pre- 
Judices are really wearing away. I am almoſt a 
Convert. 

Aſpafio over-heard the Cloſe of theſe Reflections. 
Unwilling to interrupt his Friend, in fo ſerious an In- 
quiry ; and deſirous to obſerve the Iſſue of fo intereſt- 
ing a Debate; He had hitherto concealed himſelf. 
But thinking this a moſt favourable Minute, He ſtep- 
ped forward; and ſaid 

Aſp. Almoſt ! and why not altogether a Convert? 
What ſhould hinder my dear Theron, from ſubmitting 
to fo rational a Scheme, with the moſt intire Acquie- 
ſcence ? What ſhould hinder Him from embracing fo 
comfortable a Doctrine, with the utmoſt Complacency ? 
Why thould he not ſubſcribe, both with Hand and 
Heart, that divine Decree ? Their Righteouſneſs is of me 
faith the L O R DF. 

Ther. If, by this Doctrine, TheClaims of the Law 
are anſwered If the Perfections of GO D are glori- 
fied If the Intereſts of Morality are ſecured——]I 
muſt acknowledge, it will be more worthy of Accept- 
ance, than I could once have imagined. 

Aſp. And if all theſe Points are not gained; gained 
too in the moſt eminent Manner; I folemnly declare, 
that I will never plead for imputed Righteouſneſs 
more. 

But the Claims of the Law are all anſwered. For, 
there is nothing in its ſacred Injunctions, which 
CHRIST did not perform; and nothing in its aw= 
ful Threatenings, which CHRIST did not ſuſtain, 
He fulfilled all its Precepts, by an unſpotted Purity 

+ Lai. liv: 17. | 
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Of Heart, and the moſt perſect Integrity of Life. He 
Exhauſted its whole Curſe, when he hung upon the 
Croſs, abandoned by his FATHER, and a bleed- 
ing Victim for the Sins of his People. — This Obe- 
dience brings higher Honour to the divine Law, 
than it could have received, from the uninterrupt- 
ed Duty of Adam, and all his Poſterity, in all their 
Generations. 

The Perfections of G O D, which were diſhonoured 
by our Rebellion, are glorified. He appears by this 
Method of Juſtification, inconceivably rich in ſhewing 
Mercy ; yet ſteady, inflexibly ſteady, in executing 
Vengeance. The Sceptre of Grace, and the Sword of 
Juſtice, have each their due Exerciſe, each their full 
Scope. The Holineſs of the divine Nature, and 
the Dignity of the divine Government, are not on- 
ly maintained, but moſt magnificently difplayed. In- 
deed, it is the peculiar Excellence of this wonderful 
Expedient, that it renders a// the divine Attributes ſu- 
premely venerable, and ſupremely amiable. 

Ther. But are the Intereſts of -Morality ſecured ? 
This is what I am ſtrongly inclined to doubt. And to 
fay the "Truth, this is now my principal Objection to 
your Scheme. 

A.- 1 ſhall never blame my Friend, for being vigi- 
lant and zealous over the Intereſts of Morality. If 
our Doctrine had an unfriendly Aſpect on true Mora- 
lity, I would give my Voice againſt it, and uſe all my 
Endeavours to ſuppreſs it. But it is formed with eve- 
ry Tendency, to awaken the utmoſt Dread of Sin, and 
affect Us with the warmeſt Senſe of our CRE A- 
T OR's Love. And is not Hat the ſtrongeſt Bar- 
rier againſt the Encroachments of Vice? Is not zhis 
the ſweeteſt Inducement to the Practice of Virtue. 

Lam glad to find, that a ſealouſy for the Intereſts of 
Morality, is the chief Obſtacle in the Way of your 
Aſſent. Becauſe I am perſuaded, it is much of the 
ſame Nature with thoſe forbidden and miſtaken Appre- 
henſions, which our Anceſtors entertained, concern- 
ing the Ocean. They looked upon it, as an unſur- 
mountable Obſtruction, to Univerſal Society. Where- 
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as it is in Fact, the very Cement of Society; the means 
of univerſal Intercourſe ; and the great High-way to 
all the Nations of the Earth. What is here affirmed. 
may, on ſome future Occaſion, be proved. At pre- 
ſent, let me deſite you to imagine, rather let the bleſ- 
ſed SPIRIT enable You to believe, That your 
Sins are expiated, through the Death of FESUS 
CHRIST: That a Righteouſneſs is giver You, by 
virtue of which, You may have free and welcome Ac- 
ceſs to GO D; the Merit of which you may plead, 
for obtaining all the Blefſings of Time and Eternity. 
— Then let me aſk; Will this alienate your Aﬀect- 
ons from your Almighty BENEFACTOR? 
Will this 7rritate evil Concupiſence, or ſend You to 
carnal Gratifications in queit of Happineſs ? Quite 
the Reverſe. When this Faith is wrought in your 
Heart, nothing will be fo powerful, to produce holy 
Love, and willing Obedience; to exalt your Deſires, 
and enable you to overcome the World. 

What ſays the Apoſtle ? TI throurh the Law am dead 
to the Law *. Being made to underitand its Spiritu- 
ality and Perfection, I have no longer any Hope of 
Juſtification from my own Conformity to its Precepts.. 
Did this prompt Him, did this embolden Him, 
to neglect or violate his Duty? Hear the ſacred 
Writer's own Declaration. I am releaſed from 
the Rigour and Bondage of the Law; I am directed 
to CHRIST for Righteouſneſs, and Salvation; 
that I may live unto GOD. That my whole Life 
may be devoted to is Honour, who has brought 
me into a State fo delightful, into a Liberty fo glo- 
rious. 

Ther. This Liberty, I am afraid, will be of very lit- 
tle Service to the licentious and gay World. 

Aſp. I ſhall be in no Pain even for the gay World, if 
once they cordially receive this Grace, and are vital- 
ly influenced by this Doctrine. Which, far from diſ- 
ſolving the leaſt Obligation to Obedience, or weak- 
ening any one Principle of Piety, adds to every other 
Motive, the endearing Engageiaents of Gratitude, and 
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the winning Perſuaſives of Love ?—Nay ; I verily be- 
lieve, that Multitudes in the gay and licentious World, 
are held faſt in the fata! Snare, by their Ignorance of 
this ſweet, alluring, conſolatory Truth. They find 
themſelves deeply obnoxious to divine Juſtice, and 
fee] themſelves ſtrongly bound with the Chains of 
Senſuality. They think, it is impoſſible for them to 
clear the dreadiul Score of their Guilt ; impoſſible to 
Celiver themſelves from the confirmed Dominion of 
din. And therefore, like hopeleſs Debtors, they ſtifle 
every ſerious Thought, and increaſe the long Arrear. 
But if they were informed, that the infinitely merciful 
SON of G O D, has undertaken to redeem ſuch un- 
done and helpleſs Sinners. That He has thorough- 
ly expiated even the moſt horrid Tranſgreſſions, and 
procured for ungodly Wretches, all the needfu] Sup- 
plies of ſtrengthening Grace 'T hat, inſtead of be- 
ing prohibited, they are invited to partake, freely to 
partake of theſe unſpeakable Bleſſings — Were they 
acquainted with theſe glad Tidings of the Goſpel, ſure- 
ly they would burft the Chains, and fpring to Liber- 
ty. If they kzew theſe Truths, theſe bleſſed Truths 
evou/d make them free +. 

What fhall I ſay more, to obtain my Theren's Ap- 
probation ? Shall J point out and plead the moſt illuſ- 
trious Precedents ? GODthe FATHER is 
well pleaſed with this Righteonſneſs of our R E- 
DEEMER. He exprefſes his Complacency by 
rhe moſt emphatical Words : Behold my Servant, whom 
Iupbold; mine Elect, in whom my Soul delightethf. In 
CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, G O D is not on- 
ly pleaſed, but delighted: his very Soul, every Perſec- 
tion of the GO DHE A D, with ineffable Satisfac- 
tion, reſts and acquieſces in them. I faid ine fable; 
for he ſpoke this, in a Manner ſuperior to all the Ener- 
gy of Language, by raiſing our bleſſed SURETY 
trom the Dead ; by exalting him to the Heaven of 
eg and placing him at his own Right-hand in 

ory. 

Our LORD 7 ESUS CHRIS Tis well pleaſ- 
ſed. He eſtcems it his Honour to ſhine forth as the 
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everlaſting Righteouſneſs of his People, It is the 
brighteſt Jewel of his mediatorial Crown. In this He 
fees of the Travail of his Soul, and is ſatisfied. Account- 
ing Himſelf fully recompenſed, for all the Labours 
of his Life, and all the Sorrows of his Death, when 
Sinners are waſhed from their Guilt in his Blood, and 
preſented faultleſs by his Obedience. 

The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleaſed with 
this great Tranſaction, and its noble Effects. It is 
his peculiar Office, and favourite Employ, to convince 
the World of their S AVI OUR 's Righteouſneſs. 
Not only that his Nature was ſpotleſly pure, and his 
Converſation perfectly holy; but that from both re- 
ſults a Righteouſneſs, of Infinite Dignity, and ever- 
laſting Efficacy: ſufficient, throughout all Ages ſuffici- 
ent, Br the Acceptance and Salvation of the moſt un- 
worthy Creatures. 

Since then, this Method of Acceptance and Salya- 
tion, is excellent and glorious, in the Eyes of the adora- 
able TRINIT Y— Since it magnifies the Law, and 
ry the moſt exalted Honour to its divine A U- 

HO R— Since it makes ample Proviſion for the 
Holineſs of a corrupt, and the Happineſs of a ruined 
World Why ſhould my Friend any longer diſlike 


it; oppoſe it; or treat it with a cold Indifference ? 


- Surely, all theſe grand Recommendations, are enough 


to over-rule any little Objections, which may ariſe 
from the Suſpicions of Timidity, or may be ſtarted by 
the Artifice of Sophiſtry. 

Ther. I know not how it is, Afpaſis; but I cannot 
reconcile myſelf to this Doctrine of imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs : notwithſtanding all the Pains You have ta- 
ken, to make me a Convert. 

4p. The Diſappointment is mine, but the Loſs is 
yours, Theron. However let me intreat You, not 
to reject my Sentiments abſolutely, nor to condemn 
them prematurely. Suppoſe it palſible at leaſt, that 
they nay be true; and weigh them in an even Ba- 
lance. Learn Wiſdom from your Aſpafio's Folly. 
I was once exactly in your Situation; faw Things 


in your Light, and through your Medium. 


Converling, 
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Converſing, I well remember, with a devout but 
plain Perſon, our Diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
that ſolemn Admonition ; If any Man will come after 
ME, let him deny Himſelf f. I was haranguing upon 
the Import and Extent of the Duty. Shewing, that 
merely to forbear the infamous Action, is little. We 
muſt deny Admittance, deny Entertainment at leaſt, 
to the evil Imagination; and quench even the in- 
kindling Spark of irregular Deſire.— When 1 had ſhot 
a random Bolt, my honeſt Friend replied ; “ There 
* is another Inſtance of Self-denial, to which this 
Injunction extends, and which is of very great 
© Moment in the Chri/tian Religion. I mean, the 
Inſtance of renouncing our own Strength, and 
our own Righteouſneſs ; not leaning on that, for 
Holineſs ; nor relying on this for Juſtification.” 
I thought the old Man, I muſt confeſs, little 
better than a ſuperſtitious Dotard ; and wondered at 
(what I then fancied) the motly Mixture of Pie- 
ty and Oddity in his Notions. But now I dif- 
cern Senſe, Solidity, and Truth in his Obſervati- 
on 4. Now I perceive, that We ourſelves are often 
the Dreamers, when We imagine Others to be faſt 
alleep. | 

Ther. I ſhall not forget your Caution, and will 
endeavour to avoid the Rock, on which my Aſpaſio 
ſtruck; but happily, it ſeems, eſcaped Shipwreck. 
You may likewiſe aſſure Yourſelf that, upon a 
Subject of exceeding great and eternal Conſequence, 
I ſhall not fail to ute the moſt attentive and impar- 


tial 
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t Milton thought the fame, otherwiſe he would never 
have put thoſe Words into the Mouth of a divine Spea- 
ker, 

— Thy Merit, 

Imtuted ſhall abſobve them, wwha rencunce 

Their oor, both righteous and uniohbtecus, Deeds: 
And live in Thee tranſplanted, and frum Thee 
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tial Conſideration. An indolent Supineneſs, or a 
bigotted Obſtinacy, in this great Criſis of Affairs, 
would be of all Errors the moſt inexcuſable, and muſt 
prove of all Miſcarriages the moſt fatal. 

Aſp. But ſtill You cannot reconcile Yourſelf- 
And no Wonder. For this Way of Salvation runs 
directly counter to the Stream of corrupt Nature. 
It puzzles our Reaſon, and offends our Pride. 
What? ſhall We, not work, but believe unto Righteouſ- 
neſs * Shall We receive all f-cely, and reckon Our- 
ſelves no better than unprofitable Servants! This is a 
Method, which We ſhould never ſubmit to; this is 
a Propoſal, which We ſhould always ſpurn; were 
not our Sentiments rectihed, and our Hearts new 
moulded by ſovereign Grace. Let me remind You 
of a little Incident, which You muſt have read in 
the Grecian Hiſtory, A certain Stranger came, one 
Day, to dine with ſome Lacedemonians. They. 
You know, always fat down at a public Table, and 
were content with the plaineſt Food. The Gen- 
tleman, accuſtomed to higher Eating, could not 
forbear expreſſing his Diſguit, at the homely Proviſion. 
Sir, faid the Cook, You do not make uſe of 
the Sauce. What do You mean? replied the 
Gueſt. You do not uſe hard Exerciſe; nor ha- 
bituate Yourſelf to long Abſtinence; nor bring a 
ſharpened Appetite to the Meal. And You, my 
dear Friend, I am apprehenſive, have not the Sauce; 
have not the proper Preparative for this ſalutary Doc- 
trine; which is indeed the Bread of Life, and the 
very Marrow of the Goſpel. 

Ther. What Preparative *? 

Aſp. A Senſe of your great Depravity, your ex- 
treme Guilt, and your utterly undone Condition. 
While deſtitute of theſe Convictions, our Souls will 
be like the full Stomach, that lothes even the Honey- 
comb. So long as theſe Convictions are ſlight, and 
hover only in the Imagination; We ſhall be like 


Gallia 


bd Rom, X, 10. 
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Gallio *, liſtleſs, indifferent, and caring for None of 
theſe Things. — But when they are deep, and penetrate 
the Heart; then the Righteouſneſs of a RED EE M- 
ER will be ſweet, taiteful, and inviting. As 
Myrrh and Frankincenſe to the Smell; as Milk and 
Honey to the Palate; as Gold and Treaſures to the 
ruined Bankrupt. 

Ther. What Method would You adviſe me to uſey 
in order to get theſe Convictions impreſſed on my 
Heart ? 

A4jp. Endeavour to underſtand GO D's holy Law. 
Conſider, how pure, how extenſive, how ſublimely 
perfect it is.— Then, judge of your ſpiritual State, 
not from the flattering Suggeſtions of Self-love, nor 
from the defefive Examples of your Fellow-creatures, 
but by this anerring Standard of the Sanctuary. 
Above all, beſeech the GOD and FATHER 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, to ſend his 


inlightening SPIRIT into your Soul. For in- 
deed, 


* As xviii.17. A late Commentator, of diſtinguiſhed Emi- 
nence, has attempted to vindicate Gallio's Conduct; and would 
repreſent it, as an amiable Inſtance of Prudence and Moderation, 

To me this Reman Magiſtrate ſeems to have acted a Part, both 
irreligious and unjult, — religious, becauſe He refuſed to hear the 
Apoſtle's Defence; which was the moſt likely Means of his Con- 
verſion and Salvation. As one great End, why Providence per- 
mitted the Preachers of the Goſpel to be brought befere Rulers and 


Kings, was, that ſuch an Incident might ſerve #5 papluptoy evo, 
Matt. x. 18. for a Teſtimony (not againſt, but) to them. That 
even the Potentates of the Earth, prejudiced and ſupercilious as 
they were, might hereby have an Opportunity, of hearing the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, and ſeeing its Efficacy on the Spirits of Men.— 
Unjuſt, becauſe He permitted Seſebenes, then an innocent Man, 
afterwards a Diſciple of CHRIST, (1 Cor. i. 1.) to be ſo illegally 
2 and outrageouſly abuſed, without interpoſing for his 
eſcue. 

Beſides; if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a Mark of 
Apprebation, rather than a Brand of Infamy, upon the Proconſul's 
Behaviour; I cannot but think, it would have been expreſſed in 
a Manner, different from 20% Tul To Tarun tray. 
Which, if it be the Language of Applauſe, requires ſome more 
than ordinary Skill in Criticiſm, to underſtand it aright. But, 
- it b: the Voice of Cenſure, is obvious and intelligible to every 

cader. 
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deed, without the inlightening Influences of the 
SPIRIT, We may have the divine Law in our 
Hand; We may comprehend its grammatical Mean- 
ing ; yet be like blind Bartimeus under the meridian 
Sun. It is the bleſſed SPIRIT alone, who can 
rend the Veil of Ignorance from our Minds; and 
ſhew Us, either, „the wonderful Things of G O D's 
Law,“ or the glorious Myſteries of his Goſpel. In 
this Senſe, our polite Poet“ ſpeaks a Truth, as ſin- 
gularly important, as it is elegantly expreſſed: 


He from thick Films ſhall purge the viſual Ray, 
And on the fightleſs Eye-balls pour the Day. 


Will You give me Leave to propoſe another Expe- 
dient? Which, I believe, may be conſiderably ter- 
viceable in this particular Cate. Which, I am aſſured, 
will be greatly advantageous in many other Re- 
ſpects. 

Ther. Backward as I am to adopt your Doctrine, 
I am no Enemy to my own Intereſt. Therefore, 
ſhall not only give You Leave to propoſe, but give 
You Thanks for communicating, ſo valuable an Ad- 
vice. 

Aſp. It is, in Reality, none of mine. It was long 
ago recommended by your old Acquaintance Horace ÞF. 
It conſiſts in Keeeping a Diary. 

Compile a fecret Hiſtory of your Heart and Con- 


dut.—Take notice of the Manner, in which your 


Time is ſpent; and of the Strain, that runs through 
pour Diſcourſe. How often the former is loſt in 
rifles, how often the latter evaporates in Variety.— 
Attend to the Principle from which your Actions 
flow; whether from the fteady habitual Love of 
GOD, 


Mr. Pope, in his charming Poem ſtyled The Meſſiab. 


+ Ile welut fidis Arcana Sodalibus olim 
Credebat Libris: neque ſi male ceſſerat uſguam 
Decurrens alio, neque ſi bene: quo ſit, ut omnts 
Vetiva pateat veluti deſeripta Tabeila 
Pita Senis, Horat, Sat. Lib. I. 
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GOD, or from ſome rambling Impulſe, and a cuſ- 
tomary Propenſity to pleaſe yourſelf? - Minute down 
your Sins of Omi/iov. How frequently You neglect 
to glorify your CREATOR; to edify your Fel- 
low-creatures; and to improve Vourſelf in Know- 
ledge and Holineſs. Oblerve the Frame of your 
Spirit in religious Duties. With what Reluctance 
they are undertaken, and with what Indevotion per- 
formed; with how many Wanderings of Thought, and 
how much Dulneſs of Deſire. How oiten, in the 
common Affairs of Life, You feel the inordinate Sal- 
lies of Paſſion, the Workings of evil Concupiſcence, 
or the Intruſion of fooliſh Imaginations. 

Regiſter thoſe /ecret Faults, to which None but 
your own Conſcience is privy, and which None 
but the all-ſeeing Eye diſcerns. Often review theſe 
intereſting Memoirs. Frequently contemplate Your- 
ſelf in this faithful Mirrour. An Artiſt, ſometime 
ago, took a Survey of your Eftate. Drew the Form, 
and meaſured the Dimenſions, of each Incloſure. 
Pictured out every Hedge, and ſcarce omitted a ſingle 
Tree, that grew upon the Premiſes. Act thus 
with your Will, your Underſtanding, your Af- 
fections. "Theſe are your noble internal Demeſne. 
Of which None but Yourſelf can be a competent 
Surveyor. | 

Ther. It is unreaſonable and prepoſterous, I muſt 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner Matters, 
and uſe no Accuracy of Inſpection in the moſt momen- 


tous Affairs. To have a correct Draught of our Lands, 


which are a tranſient Inheritance; and no Map of that 
everlaſiing Poſſeſſion, the Soul. 

Aſp. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, -in this Par- 
ticular. As ] purpoſe to ſet out very early inche Morn- 
ing, I ſhall inſiſt upon it; that You do not riſe before 
your uſual Time, in order to compliment my Depar- 
ture. But ] now make it my la Wiſh, and my part- 
ing Requeſt, that You will, for ſome Months at leaſt, 
kecp a Diary. 

You have wondered at my Opinion, concerning 
the Corruption of our Nature, and the Inſufficiency of 


Our 
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eur Righteouſneſs. This may ſeem ſtrange, this may 
appear ſhocking, to a Mind wnacguainted with itſelf. 
But, when You have ſearched your Heart, by this 
Probe; when You have felt the Pulſe of your Soul, 
by Self-examination : then, You will be better able 
to judge of my Sentiments, and enter into the Rea- 
ſons of my Faith. 

By this means, We ſhall alſo diſcover the Sins, that 
moſt eaſily belet Us; which moit frequently elude 
our Vigilance, und baffle our Reſolution. We ſhall 
learn, Hh to poſt our Guard; when to exercile the 
ſtricteſt Watch; and where to direct the Artillery of 
Prayer.—-In a Word; We ſhall learn, better than from 
ten thouſand Volumes, to x xow OursSELVES. 
A Knowledge, which was ſuppoled, by the antient 
Philoiophers, to deſcend from Heaven *; and which, 
J believe, our Chriſtian Divines will allow, has a 
happy Tendency to lead People thither. Becauſe, of 
all other Preparatives, it belt dipoles them for that 
bleſſed REDEEMER, who is the Way, the only 
Way to thole bliſsful Manſions. 

Now I have mentioned a Way, let me ſuppoſe You 
traveling through an unknown Country. You come 
to a Place, where the Road divides itſelf into two 
equally inviting Parts. You are at a loſs, which 
Track to puriue. Whoſe Direction will you chooſe 
to follow r That Man's, who has paſſed through ei- 
ther of them? That Man's, who has patſed through 
ene of them only? Or that Man's, who has paſſed 
and repaſſed through them both 7 To wait for an 
Anſwer, would be an Affront to your Judgment. On- 
ly let me obſerve, that the laſt is your Apaſies Cafe. 
He has traveled long and proceeded far, even in your 
Path. All that Circumſpection and Afliduity, all that 
Prayer and Selt-denial, all that Faiting and Alms 
and every other Means of Grace could do, in order 
to eſtabliſh a Righteoulneſs of his own, has been 
done. But to no Purpoic. —— He has alio trod every 
Step in the Way, which he recommends to his belov- 
ed Friend. He has made the [ryal, and can fet his 

Proba- 
E Cali deſcend t, u uon, Juven. 
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Probatum eft, to every Expedient which He adviſes. 
And may very truly ſay, with his divine MASTER, 

e ſpeak that we do know®, and teſtify that We have 
experienced. Or, with the evangelical Prophet, This 
7s the Way, the Way of Peace, of Holineſs, and of 
Joy, walk ye in it F. 

Ther. I am ſorry to obſerve, that the Night is com- 
ing on, and our Converſation almoſt at an End. My 
Regret is increaſed, by the Conſideration of your in- 
tended Journey. Though Buſineſs obliges You to 
depart ; it will, I hope, afford You Leiture to wwrzte. 
This will be ſome Compenſation for the Want of your 
Company. 

Yonder Sun is ſinking below the Horizon, and juſt 
taking leave of our Earth. Jo retard the departing 
Radiance, at leaſt to a/leviate the approaching Los, 
' thoſe weſtern Clouds catch the Rays; and reflect them 
to our View, in a moſt amuſing Diverſity of Colours. 
By this means, We enjoy the great Luminary in #:s 
Beams, even when his Orb is withdrawn from our 
Sight An epiſtolary Intercourſe has N of 
the ſame Nature. Letters may be called, the Talk 
of abſent Friends. By this Expedient, they com- 
municate their Thoughts, even though Countries, 
Kingdoms, or Seas intercept their Speech. You 
muſt, therefore, promiſe me this Satisfaction; and 
let me converſe with my Aſpaſio by the Pen, when 
I can no longer have an Interview with Him in 
Perſon. 

Aſp. You have anticipated me, Theron. Other- 
wiſe, what is now my Promiſe, would have been my 
Requeſt. ; 

I cannot but take notice of another Particularity, 
in that magnificent Aſſemblage of Clouds. How 
they varied their Appearance, as the Lamp of yy 
changed its Situation, A little while ago, thoſe 
Curtains of the Sky, were ſtreaked with Orange, or 
tinged with Amber. Preſently, they borrow the 
Bluſh of the Roſe, or the ſoftened Red of the Pink. 
Ere long, they glow with Vermillion, or deepen 

inte 
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into Crimſon. Soon ſucceds the purple: tinctured Robe 
of Majeſty ; and as ſoon (thus tranſient is all ſublunary 
Grandeur!) gives place to the /able Veil of Evening, 
or the gloomy Pall of Night.—Such, I truſt, will be the 
Iſſue of my Theron's preſent Apprehenſions. All his 
ſplendid Ideas of human Excellency and Self-Righte- 
ouſneſs, will become faint; will loſe their imaginary 
Luftre ; till, at length, they darken into deep Se/f- 
abajement. Then the Sun or RIGnHTEOws- 
N E 55 will be amiable, will be deſirable, as the Beau- 


ties of the Dawn, breaking upon the Shades of Night, 
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Dear Turron, 
£2 LI AM now at the Seat of my worthy 
=> S= Friend Camillus; where Buſineſs and 
JE  Inclination will fix me for ſome Weeks. 


This Eveningwe had a molt pleaſing 


- 
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= Ramble. I have met with nothing ſo 
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x S=- agreeable, ſince I left your Houſe, and 
loſt your Company. 

The Time was juſt arrived, and the Scene was fully 

opened, which furniſhed our great Poet with his fine 


Deſcription ; 


n 


Now was the Sun in weſtern Cadence law, 
From Noon; and gentle Airs, due at their Hour, 
To fan the Earth now wak'd, and uſher in 

The Evening cool. 


At this ſuncture, Camillus invited me to take the 


Air.—— We walked, ſeveral Times, along a cloſe 
ſhady 
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ſhady Alley, arched with the Foliage of Filberd:. Here, 
hid from every Eye, and the whole World withdrawn 
from our View, We ſeemed like Monks ſtroling in their 
Cloyſters. Turning ſhort at the End, We enter a 
parallel Range of majeitic and uniformly ſpreading 
Wallnut-Trees. Which was ſomewhat like advancing 
through a low Porch, into the Iſles of a magnificent 
Cathedral. The broad Leaf and large T'runk of thoſe 
lordly Trees their very diffuſive Spread, added to 
their prodigious Height, give them an Air of uncom- 
mon Dignity. It ſwells the Imagination with vaſt 
Ideas, and entertains it with a romantic Kind of 
Delight, to expatiate amidſt ſuch huge Columns, 
and under ſuch ſuperb Elevations, of living Archi- 
tecture. | 

Quitting our Cathedral, We turn once again, and 
paſs into a grand Colonade of Oaks: fo regular in their 
Situation, fo ſimilar in their Size, and fo remarkably 
correſpondent in every Circumſtance, that they look- 
ed like the Tawins of Nature; not only belonging to 
the ſame Family, but produced at the ſame Birth. 
Thro' theſe lay a Walk, ſtrait, ſpacious, and grace- 
fully long. Far exceeding the laſt in the Extent of its 
Area, tho' much inferior in the Statelineſs of its Ciel- 
ing. It put .me in mind of that divine Benignity, 
which has allowed Us fix Days, for the Proſecution 
of our own comparatively low Affairs; and ſet apart 
but one for the more immediate Attendance on the 
ſublime Exerciſes of Devotion. 

This Walk was covered with the neateſt Gravel; and 
not a Weed to be ſeen, nor one Spire of Graſs, thro? 
the whole extended Surface. It ftole into a continual 
Aſcent ; yet fo very gradually, that the Kile was ſcarce 
diſcernable, either by the ſearching Eye, the toiling 
Feet, or the panting Breath. At the Extremity, a 
handſome Summer-houſe ſhewed a Flight of Steps, and 
half a Yenetian Door. The reſt of the Building was 
hid by the cluſtering Branches. | 

As ſoon as We enter the Apartment, Camillus 
throws open the Left-hand Sath, and, with it, a moſt 
inlarged and amuſi ve Praſpect.— The Structure ap- 


peared 
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peared ſituate on the Brow of a conſiderable Eminence. 
Whoſe Sides were partly confuſed and wild with bro- 
ken Rocks, partly ſhagged and perplexed with thorny 
Shrubs. The SpeQator 1s agreeably ſurpriſed, to find 
Himſelf accommodated with fo elegant a Manſion, on 
the Summit of ſo rude and ruinous a Spot. But, 
how greatly is his Surpriſe and his Satisfaction aug- 
mented, when he caſts his Eye forward ; and beholds 
the beautiful Meads, which, from the Foot of this 
ragged Hill, ſtretch themſelves into a Space almoſt 
unmeaſurable ! 

Thro' the midſt of this extenſive Vale, which was 
decked with the fineſt Verdure, and repleniſhed with 
the richeſt Herbage, a River rolled its copious Flood. 
Rolled in a thouſand ſerpentine Meanders, as tho? it 
had loſt its Way in the flowery Labyrinth, or made 
repeated Efforts of flowing back to its Source—'Till 
at laſt, having wandered more than twice the Length 
of the Meadows; having held a Mirror to the aſpir- 
ing Poplars, and bending Willows; having paid a 
welcome Salute to ſeveral ornamented Villas, and 
paſſed thro' the Arches of two or three curiouſly pen- 
dent Bridges ; it ſeemed to meet the Sky, and mingle 
with the Horizon. 

Oppoſite to the Front Window, a Caſcade fell from 
the adjacent Stream. It flaſhed and foamed along a 
broad Slope, indented with ſmall Pits, and jagged with 
protuberant Stones. The Current, vexed and embar- 
raſſed, ſeemed to rave at the intervening Obſtacles ; 
and forcing its rapic, indignant, fonorous Way, ſtruck 
the Ear with a Peal of liquid Thunder. Theſe fret- 
ful Waters let our angry Paſſions obſerve the Ad- 
monition, and follow the Example ſoon were pa- 
cified ; ſoon forgot to chide. Collected into a little 
Rivulet, they ram off in calm and filent Lapſe, till 
they loſt themſelves amongſt Beds of Oſier, and Plan- 
tations of Alder. 

'The River, widening as it flowed, was parted here 
and there by ſeveral little Iſlands, ſome tuited with 
Reeds, and the Reſort of Swans. Some, adorned with 


ftately Porticos, and ſplendid Alcoves, the gracetul Re- 
treats 


r 
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treats of rural Pleaſure. Some, furniſhed with green 
imbowering Walks, fitted for ſtudious Retirement 
and ſedate Contemplation. On either Side of the 
charming Valley, Towns and Villages lay thick, and 
looked gay; adding Ornament and Variety to the 
Scene, and receiving innumerable Advantages from 
the paſſing Wave. 

The Whole recalled to an attentive Obſerver's 
Mind, that amiable and auguſt Spectacle, which the 
Syrian || Soothſayer could not behold, without a Rap- 
ture of Delight; From the Top of the Rocks I ſee the 
Tribes of JEHOVAH, and from the Hills I behold the 
Habitations of his choſen People. How goodly are thy 
Tents, O Jacob] And thy Tabernacles, O Iſrael! As the 
Vallies, are they ſpread forth; as Gardens by the Rivers 
Side: as Trees of exquifite Fragrance , which the LORD 
hath planted: as Cedars of ſtatelieſt Growth, flouriſhing 
befide the Waters. 

We had but juſt looked about Us, when a Meſſen- 
ger came for Camillus. As he was called to ſettle ſome 
private Affairs, I choſe to ſtay in this inviting Retreat 
and determined to make mylelf Amends for the Loſs 
of Camillus's Company, by beginning a Correſpondence 
with my Theron. We have Pen, Ink, and Paper in 
all our rural Retirements ; that, if any Thing is ſtart- 
ed in Diſcourſe, or occurs in Meditation, worthy to 
be remembered, it may immediately be committed to 
Writing. | 

I could not but obſerve to my Friend, that, fine as 
the Proſpect appeared, there was one Decoration want- 
ing ; if ſome grand Deformity may be called a Decora- 
tion. The Ridges of a bleak and barren Mountain, or 
the Skirts of a Sun-burnt tawny Heath, would give 
additional Livelineſs to the ornamented Parts of the 


|| Numb. xxiii. 7. 

+ Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. It is well known that the Word HN 
is uſed in the ſacred Writings, to denote either a deliebeRl Per- 
fume, Prov. vii. 17. or that fine aromatic Plant, which produces 
it, Cant ic. iv. 14. For which Reaſon, I think it very juſtifiable 
to render the Expreſſion, Trees of exquifite Frazrance; and am 


. perſuaded, it will be far more intelligible to the Generality et 


Readers, than Trees of Lign- Alves, 
Vor. II. E Land- 
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Landſchape, and make their Beauties ſtrike with dou- 
ble Vigour. I his alſo, by ſhewing what wretched 
inhoſpitable Quarters might have been aſſigned Us, 
would awaken in our Hearts a more fervent Gratitude 
to the ſupreme DISPOSER of Things ; who has caſt 
our Lot in a fairer Ground, and given us a more 
« goodly Heritage.” 

So, a proper Knowledge of the divine Law—of its 
ſublime erlections, and rigorous Sanction joined 
with a Conviction of our own extreme Deficiency, 
and manifold Tranſgreſſions— all this would indear 
the bleſſed JESUS to our Affections, and powerfully 
recommend his Righteouſneſs to our Defircs. 'The 
Remainder of this Epiſtle, therefore, ſhall turn upon 
ſome Inſtances of Duty, injoined in that ſacred Syitem. 
By which it may be highly uſeful to examine our Con- 
duct, and fift our Hearts: in aich, I believe, we have 
all fallen ſhort, and are all become guilty: from which, 
We may learn the Imperfection of our belt Services, 
and ſee the inexpreſſible Need of a better Righteouſ- 
neſs than our own. 

The Knowledge of GOD is the Foundation of all 
vital Religion, and indeed is the Conſummation of 
human Happineſs. It is not only Matter of preſent 
Duty, but the very Effence of our future Bliſs; This 
is Life eternal, to know Thee the only true GOD, and 
FESUS CHRIST whom Thou haſt ſent +. Yet, im- 
portant and obligatory as it is, are We not very defec- 
tive in this divine Science ? Have We duly acquaint- 
ed Ourſelves with the marvelous Excellencies of the 
LORD JEHOVAH? His uncontroulable Power, and 


all-comprehending Wiſdom ; his unbounded Good- 


neſs, and unwearied Patience; his immaculate Holi- 
neſs, and inflexible Juſtice; his never-failing Faith- 
fulneſs, and inviolable Veracity ?—Have We, accord- 
ing to the Direction of our inspired Jutor, purſued 
this ſacred Study on our Knees“; and fought this moft 
noble of all intellectual Endowments, not merely from 
Books, but principally at the Throne of Grace, Have 
We ſought it, like that antient Jeb Student, with 

an 


1 John xvs. 3. * Jager i. 3 
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an early Application, and with inceſſant Afſiduity ; even 
from the Flower, till the Grape was ripe þ 7” 

Is that ſcanty Ray of Knowledge, which perhaps has 
forced itſelf through our original Darkneſs, operative 
on our Affections ? Have We loved the LOKD our 
GOD with all our Heart? This is the firſt and great 
Commandmentf. Have We conſtantly entertained 
the moſt magnihcent and honourable Thoughts of his 
ſublime PerteQtions ? Is our Eſteem for this immenſe- 
ly great and moſt bleſſed BEING, high, ſuperlative, 
matchlels ? Somewhat like that, expreſſed by the 
Piaimiit ; Whom have I in Heaven but Thee? And there 
is None upon Earth, that I deſire in Compariſon of Thee |. 
— — Have we been affectionately concerned for his 
Glory, and zealous to advance his holy Religion ? 
Troubled, very ſenſibly troubled, when our MAKER's 
Honour has been trampled in the Duſt, by licentious 
Tongues, or flagitious Deeds ? | 

Have We made it our ruling Care, to approve the 
Whole of our Life, and the molt ſecret Lranſactions 
of our Breaſt, to his all-ſeeing Eye? Reſolved, deli- 
berately reſolved to facrifice, not only our darling 
Luſts, but even our molt valuable Intereſts, whenever 
they ſtand in competition with the good Pleaſure of 
his Will ? In a Word; as the Hart panteth after 
the Water-brooks, with ſuch vehement and inextin- 
guiſtable Ardour, have We thirſted after a brighter 
Manifeſtation of his Perfections —-ſome ſweeter Aſſu- 
rances of his Love and an ever-increaſing Con- 
formity to his Image 7 

Such was the 'L emper of thoſe excellent Men, who 
are characterized in the Scriptures of "I'ruth, as Chil- 
"dren of the HIGHEST, and Patterns for our Imita- 
tion. This is their Language; The Defire of our Soul 
is unto thy Name, and the Remembrance of Thee. With 
ay Soul have I deſired Thee in the Night; yea, with my 
Spirit within me will 1 ſeek Thee early *. — Neither is 

E 2 ſuch 


+ Eccluſ. li 13. 1 Matt. xxii. 38. Pal. lexiii. 28. 
Vai. Xxvi. 8, 9 We can hardly tell, which to admire 
molt, the Beauty of the Deicription, or the Picty of the Perſons. 
| d Lave 


| 
, 
if 
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ſuch Warmth of Love, and Fervour of Deſire, any 
needleſs or extravagant Pitch of Devotion; but a rea- 
ſonable Service, indiſpenſibly due, from all intelligent 
Creatures, to the great AUTHOR of their Being 
in whom all poſlible Perfections, with the utmoſt Ex- 
altation and Glory, reſide—from whom all manner of 
Bleſſings, in the moſt copious and never-failing Com- 
munications, flow. 

When We receive, from an abſent Friend, rich and 
repeated Preſents; Caſks of generous Wine, or Jarrs 
of delicious Fruit; We feel Ourſelves inkindled into 
a grateful Affection. We honour, We love the 
Perſon, who allows Us ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Place 
in his Heart; and expreſſes his cordial Regard, by 
ſuch a Series of active and tender Benevolence.—T he 
bleſſed GOD is a Friend to Us All, infinitely power- 
ful, and equally munificent. We are the conſtant Ob- 
fects of his more than friendly, of his parental Cares. 
Every paſſing Moment is a Meſſenger of his Patience, 
and charged with ſome Token of his Bounty. For 
our Sake, He has diffuſed Bleſſings over all the Face 
of the Earth ; and commanded every Element to con- 
cur, in miniſtering to our Accommodation. He has 
not only adapted his Benefits to our ſeveral Wants ; but 
our Wiſhes ; and an Enrichment, far beyond all that our 
Fancy could conceive.—Profuſe Liberality ! Yet ſmall 
and ſcanty, compared with his Mercies in CHRIST 
FESUS. 

What? If GOD, willing to manifeſt the ſuperabun- 
dant Riches of his Kindneſs, had made bare the Arm 


of his Omnipotence; and ſtruck a moſt miraculous 


| Road 
I bave defred; and not with inactive Wiſhes, but ſuch as prompt 
ro vigorous Endeavours, I will ſeek Thee, And early, with the 
molt vigilant Application and unwearied Aſſiduity.— The Empha- 
fs is very much increaſed, by the Addition of thoſe lively Words, 
with my Scul, yea with my Spirit; with the whole Bent and 
Sway of my Affections, and with the ſteady invariable Determi- 
nation of my Judgment,-Thus bave I deſired Thee, even in 
the Night ; when both the Purſuits and the Thoughts of other 
People, are ſunk and loſt in profound Repoſe. Thus will I ſeek 


— with a Zeal -er as the rihng cn as the returning 
AN. 


has 8 them a Diverſiſication, large as the Scope of 


| 
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Road through the Surges of the Ocean, to afford Us 
à ſafe Paſſage ? If, to accommodate Us in our Tra- 
vels, He had brought Waters out of the flinty Rock; 
and bid the Ravens bring Meat to our Hands, bid the 
Winds convey Manna to our Doors? —lIf, to fur- 
niſh Us with a commodious Settlement, He had de- 
throned mighty Kings, -diſpoſſeſſed populous Nations, 
and made the Walls of impregnable Cities fall to the 
Ground ? If, to further the Diſpatch of our Buſi- 
neſs, or facilitate the Conqueſt of our Enemies, He 
had arreſted the Sun in his meridian Career, and laid 
an Embargo upon the Moon, ſetting out on her night- 
ly Tour; In ſhort, if to promote our Weltare, 
He had ſuſpended the Powers, and controuled the 
Laws of univerſal Nature; had wrought a/l the Mira- 
cles exhibited in the Land of Egygt, or recorded in 
the Volumes of Inſpiration thould We not think 
Ourſelves under the moſt inviolable Engagements, to 
love the LORD our GOD, Who had done fo great 
Things for Us ; to love Him unfeignedly and ar- 
dently; to love Him with a ſupreme Affection, far 
above every other amiable Object? — Yet, We have 
greater, incomparably greater Obligations to our Al- 
mighty BENEFACTOR.. For (hear O Heavens ! 
wonder O Earth ! and let Eternity dwell upon the ſtu- 
pendous Truth !) GOD fpared not his SON - is own 
SON—his tranſcendently glorious and divinely excel- 
lent SON—6u delivered him up to the deepeſt Humili- 
ation and to the moſt accurſed Death, for Us Men and 
our Salvation. 

O Theron ! Have We been impreſſed with Vonder, at 
the Contemplation of this Goodneſs ? Have our Hearts 
glowed with Gratitude, under a Senſe of theſe Mer- 
cies? Surely, No Man need be convicted of any other 
Crime, at the great Tribunal, than Inſenſibility of 
ſuch Love, and Ingratitude for ſuch Favours. This, 
without the Acceſſion of horrid Impieties, is enough 
to leave Him abſolutely inexcuſable. This is enough 
to prove Him one of the molt difngenuens and detefta-. 


ble of Creatures. 
E 3 Have 
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Have We exerciſed Ourſelves in frequent Thank/- 
ding!? Many are the Exhortations to this honoura- 
le Duty. Praiſe thy GOD, O Sion*: Praiſe Him 
for his mighty As f :——Praiſe Him according to his ex- 
crllent Greatneſs F. Innumerable are the Incitements 
| to abound in this pleaſant Service. Every Comfort 
1 has a Voice, and cries in the Ear of Reaſon; O! that 
| Men would therefore praiſe the LORD for his Goodneſs. 
1 Every Deliverance inforces the Addreſs, and furniſhes 
| freſh Materials for the heavenly Employ.— The Man 
after GOD's own Heart declares, as an inviting Ex- 
ample for our Practice; 7 will bleſs the LORD at all 
Times : His Praiſe ſhall continually be in my Mouth: 
Yea, as long as I bade any Being, 1 will fing Praiſes un- 
h to my GOD . Indeed, when We conſider the in- 
exhauſtibly rich Bounty of GOD our CREATOR, 
and the inconceivably tender Mercy of GOD our RE- 
DEEMER, it is both ſtrange and deplorable, that the 
Love of GOD is not always prevailing in our Hearts, 
and the Language of Praiſe ever flowing from our 
Lips. 

| will not ſuppoſe our Character ſo irreligious, that 
We have neglected the daily Worſhip of GOD, either 
in our Cloſet, or in our Family.—-But, have we prayed 
with that profound rewerential abe, which is due to 
the HIGH and LOFTY ONE that inhabiteth Eterni- 
tz? — Have we made our Supplications with that Ver- 
went Importunity, which may in ſome meaſure correſ- 
pond with the extreme Indigence of our State, and 


the 
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* Pſal. cxlvii. 12. + Pſal. cl. 2. 
N t Among theſe Exhortations We may rank that beautiful and 
noble Addreſs to GOD, NU D OWN Pal. xii. 3. 
hou that inbabite. Light inaceſſible, thall I lay? The Regions 
of Immenſity, or the Ages of Eternity ? No ; but what is a more 
exalted Character Ihe Praiſes of Iſrael, Finely ſignifying, that : 
this is a moſt acceptable Sacrifice; to which the divine MAJESTY 
attends with the greateſt Delight. -Intimating alſo, that the Ex- — 
erciſe of Praiſe ſhould not be an occaſion- l Thing, like a tran- 
fient Viſit to a Stranger's Houſe 3 but a daily and almoſt uninter- 
mitted Service, like the ſtated Refidence of a Perſon in his own 
Habitation, ; 

| Pal. xxxiv. 1. & Pal, cxlvi. 2. 
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the invaluable Worth of the Bleſſings we crave? 
Have our Petitions been attended with that feady i- 
ance, which may glorify the Goodneſs, the Power, the 
Veracity of the LORD? May evidently declare, That 
He is rich in Mercy, to All them that call upon Him“: 
that He is the LORD JEHOYL AH, in whom is everlaſt- 
ing Strength: that He 7s the GOD of Truth, and faith- 
ful for ever f. We call Him FATHER: but have 
We truſted in Him, with that unſuſpecting, chearſul, 
filial Confidence, which a Child repoſes on the Fide- 
lity and Indulgence of an earthly Relative? Have We 
not entertained, too often entertained, narrow, diſho- 
nourable, beggarly Apprehenhons, concerning the 
Treaſures of his Liberality, and the Bowels of hs 
Pity ? Rating them even lower than our Parent's, our 
Friend's, or our o-] n? | 
Have We been careful to carry the Spirit of our 
Prayers into our ordinary Converſation ; and waited 
at the Door, as well as approached to the Throne of 
Grace.—Amidfſt the Intervals of our ſolemn Devotions, 
have We cultivated an gaculatory Intercourſe with Hea- 
ven? How highly would the ambitious Courtier prize, 
and how frequently would He / a privy Key, that 
ſhould give Him at all Hours free Admittance to his 
Sovereign. This Key of Admittance, only to an in- 
finitely more exalted POTENTATE, We all poſſeſs 
in the Practice of mental Aſpirations to GOD. lt is 
certainly the nobleſt Employ, and will be the richeſt 
Improvement of our Thoughts, to ſend them in ſuch 
fiort Embaſſies to the KING of Kings; and to derive, 
by ſuch occaſional Sallies | of Faith, a renewed Supply 


4 from 


* Rom. x 12. ＋ Ifai. xxvi. 4. 1 Deut. vii. 9. 
[| We have, in- Scripture, very remarkable Inſtances of the 
Succeſs, which has attended ejaculatory Prayer, Obſerve Nebe- 
miah : He ſtands before Abaſuerus, apprehenſive of the Mo- 
wach. Diſpleaſure, yet deſirous to ſollicit Him in Behalf of 
eruſalem, To be delivered from his Fears, and to obtain 
is Deſires, what Method does He uſe? The mean and ſer— 
vile Arts of Flattery? No; but the manly and devout Expedi- 
ent of Prayer. I prayed, lays the Patriot, te the GOD of Hea- 
ven, We cannot ſuppoſe, that He fell on his Knees, or ſpoke 
with his Lips, whe He contigued in the royal Preſence, 


But 
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from the Fountain of all Good. How great a Leſ then 


muſt it be to our ſpiritual Intereſts, and how contemp- 
tuous a Diſregard of the ever-preſent JEHOVAH, to 
omit intirely, or long to diſcontinue, this moſt benefi- 


cial Practice of habitual Adoration? Can Vou, my 
dear Theron, acquit yourſelf on this Article of Inquiry? 
Has not every Day of your Life been a Day of Negli- 
gence in this Reſpect? Been a perpetual Diſobedience 
to our SAVIOUR's Injunction; Merz ought, in this 
Manner, always to pray, and not to faint +. 


Have 
But he darted up his Soul in filent Supplication. Which Suppli- 
cation ** pierced the Clouds;“ reached the eternal Throne; and 
returned not again till a Bleſſing was ſent, fuch as totally averted 
the Wrath, He Creaded ; and procured Favour and Aſſiſtance, 
much larger than He expected. NVebem. ii. 4. 

When David heard, that Abitepbel, the ableſt Politician in 
his Kingdom, was revolted to Abſalom; ſenſible what a Loſs his 
Affairs had ſuſtained, and what an Advantage the rebellious Par- 
9 had acquired, He betook himſelf to his GOD. — He ſtaid not 
or an Opportunity of Retirement, but inſtantly and upon the 
Spot cried; O LORD, I pray Thee, turn the 7 of Abito- 
phel into Fool ſhneſi A ſhort Addreſs, but very efficacious, He, 
who di'appointeth the Devices of the Crafty, ſent a Spirit of In- 
fatuation among the Rebe's; and inclined them to reject the Ad- 
vice of that judicious Stateſman, Which falſe Step brought upon 
their horrid Enterprize, the Ruin it deſerved ; and chagrined the 
wretched Traitor, even to Rage, Phrenzy, and Surc de, 2 Sam. 
XV. 3. xvii. 23. 

Amyntir, at a memorable Period of his Life, was under great 
Dittreſs of « onſcience, and haraſſed by violent Temptations. He 
made his Caſe known to an experienced Friend; who laid, A- 
myntor, You do not pray.—Surpriſed at this, He replied ; “1 
«< pray, if ſuch a Thing be poſhble, too much. 1 can hardly 
« tell, how many Times in the Day, I bow my Knee before 
« GOD; almoſt to the Omiſfſion of my other Duties, and the 
« Neglect of my neceſſary Studies. —** You miſtake my Mcan- 
« ing, dear Amyntor, I do not refer You to the Ceremony of 
« the Knee, but to the Devotion of the Heart, Which neglects 
„% not any Buſineſs, but intermingles Prayer with a//, Which, 
« in every Place, looks unto the LORD; and, on every Occa- 
« ſion, lifts up an indigent longing Soul for the Supply of his 
% Grace, This (added He, and ſpoke with a peculiar Vehe- 
„ mence) this is the Prayer which all the Devils in Hel! cannot 
4% withſtand.” This, I would tarther obſerve, is the Prayer, 
which brings down ſomewhat of Heaven into the Heart; in which 
I would myſelf deſire to abound ; and would earneſtly recoramend 
to all my Acquaintance, and all my Readers, 

+ Luke xvni. 1. 
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Have We ſanctified the Sabbath? Has the LORD's 
Day, with all its ſolemn and ſacred Offices, been our 
Delight? Have We remembered that diſtinguiſhed 
Portion of our Time, as Jacob remembered the de- 
1 Interview at Penie/? Have We expected it, as 

erchants expect the Arrival of a richly laden Veſlel ? 
Have We improved it, as Huſbandmen improve the 
ſhining Hours of the Harveſt? Have We wholly laid 
aſide every earthly Engagement; not ſpeaking our own 
Words +, nor allowing Ourſelves in any Gratifications. 
that may obſtruct our Progreſs in Grace, or interrupt 
our Communion with the FATHER of Spirits? 
Has one Day in his Courts been preferable to a Thou- 
ſand 4. ſpent in the moſt admired Scenes of Amuſe- 
ment? Has our Soul been filled as it were with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs||, when our Mouth has been employ- 
ed, in praiſing his exalted MAJESTY, or bleſſing his 
condeſcending Goodneſs ? Have the Memorials of 
our REDEEMER's dying Merits, and the Seals of his 
unchangeable Loving-kindneſs, been reliſhed as a Feaſt, 
and prized as a Portion ? 

Have We honoured GOD's holy Id 2— What 
ome Mark of Diſeſteem, than to deſpiſe a Perſon's 

iſcourſe; and not to think his Speech worthy of our 
Notice? Eſpecially, when He addreſſes us with very 
great Seriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt Affection. In 
our Bible, the GOD of Glory ſpeaks to his Crea- 
tures; ſpeaks with the moſt perſuaſive Energy, and 
with all the Yearnings of paternal Tenderneſs. Have 
We liſtened to our CREATOR with Reverence and 
Delight; and rejoiced with 'I'remblings at—Thus /aith 
the LORD! 

Have We ſearched the Oracles of "Truth, not mere 
ly as Scholars, but as Sinners; not with a Spirit of Cu— 
riofity, or with an Air of Formality, but with a Soli- 
citude and Ardour becoming Perſons, who inquire af- 
ter the SAVIOUR of their loſt Souls? Have Wie fub- 
mitted our inmoſt Thoughts to their. impartial Scruti- 
ny; to receive Conviction of Sin from their awful Re- 
monſtrances, and to hear the Sentence of Condemna- 

1 Ifai, Iviii. 13. 1 Plal. Ixxxiv. 10. Pil. iii. 5. 
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tion at their righteous Bar? Have We been willing 
to ſuffer the Reproach of conſcious Baſeneſs, while they 
have ripped up the Diſguiſes of Falſhood ; laid open 
our ſecret Iniquities; and brought al} our evil Ways 
to Remembrance? Thus Jeſiah atted. His Heart was 
tender, and He humbled himſelf before the LORD ; He rent 
his Clothes, and wept before the LORD, when He heard 
the Words of the Book of the Law f. 

Have We hid the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, as an 
ineſtimable Treature within our Hearts? And been 
careiul to make it ar own, by concomitant Medita- 
tion, and ſubſequent Prayer ? Have We valued the 
N Promites, as Gentlemen of Wealth value the 

V ritings of their private Eitates; or as infranchiſed 
Bodies eſteem the Charter of their publick Privileges 2 
are We, like the princely Patriarch, longed for 
thoſe Words of Edification, Exhortation, and Com- 
fort, more than for our neceſſary Food 4? And, like 
the royal Prophet, prevented the Night-watches, that. 
We may be occupied in thoſe Statutes F and Ordinances 
af Heaven? 

We have hitherto confined the Examination, to a 
few Initances of the affirmative Kind; how dreadful- 
ly will the dark Account be ſwelled, if, inſtead of 
Love and Obedience, there be Hatred and Oppoſi- 
tion Hatred of the Name, Glory, and Worſhip of 
GOD——Oppr/ition to his Intereſt, Kingdom, and Ser- 


vice! 


GOD is infinite Perfection: worthy of all Admirati- 
on : exalted above all Praiſe. Yet do not our Thoughts 
more frequently, or more naturally turn upon our own 
Accompliſhments, than upon the adorable and ſhining 
Attributes of the ALMIGHT'Y ? This is, in itſelf, the 
moſt ſhameful Dotage ; and, in GOD's Sight, the moſk 
abominable 1dolatry. Vet, let Us obſerve what paſſes 
within, and We ſhall probably find, that as Damps a- 
riſe in the Mines, or Fogs in the fenny Grounds, ſo 
naturally and fo copiouſly do theſe over-weening Re- 
flections ariſe in our depraved Minds. | 


GOD 
Þ 2 Chron, aiv. 27. Þ Job xxili, 12. f Paal. exix. 148. 
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GOD is an everlaſting King. Have We not, too 
often rebelled againſt his Authority ? Have We not, 
as far as in Us lay, depoſed the omnipotent Sovereign, 
and exalted Se/f into the Throne? made Self-will our 
Law, and Self-pleaſing our End? 

G OD is tranſcendently gracious and amiabl.e. 
Have We not turned our Backs upon Him, by for- 
getting or diſregarding his ever-preſent Majeſty? Have 
We not even ſpurned Flim from our AﬀeCtions, by being 
Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lowers of God + ?—Awake 
Conſcience : bear thy impartial Teſtimony : and I am 
perſuaded, the Phariſee in our Breaſts, like the Man 
that was unfurniſhed with the Wedding-garment will 
be ſtruck dumb; will be covered with Confuſion. _ 
Is our Heart warm with Brotherly Lowe? Good- 
manners will put Expreſſions of Civility into our 
Mouths ; but has a Power from on High implanted the 
royal Law of Charity in our Breafts ? The Character 
of a Gentleman requires a Deportment acceſſible, ob- 
liging, and courteous : has the Spirit of Chiſtianity 
taught Us to love, nat in Mord or plauſible Appearance. 
only, but in Deed and in Truth I? Do We love our 


Neighbours, not merely on Account of ſome Rela- 


tion they bear Us, or tome Services they haye done 
Us? But, becauſe they are Creatures of the bleſſed 
G OD, are the Objects of his providential Care; 
and capable at leaſt of being conformed to his image? 
Do We love them, becauſe We hope, that the LOKD 
JESUS CHRIST has bought them with his 
Blood; is willing to make them Partakers of his SP 1- 
RIT, and Members of his Mytrical Body? 

Are we ſincerely concerned {or their prefent WI. 
fare, and their eternal Happineſs? Do We embrags 
all Opportunities of promoting, both the one and tle 
other? Embrace them with the are Alacrity, and im- 
prove them with the ſame Zeal, which actuates Us 
in ſeeking or own Felicity ? If they exceed Us in 
that is amiable, and all that is protperous, do We 
contemplate their ſuperior Excellence with a real 
Complacency, and their more abundant Succeſs with 4 
ces] Satisfaction? 


Do 


FT 2 Tim, iii. 4. 11 Jo'in ili. 18. 
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Do we diſlike to hear, and abhor to ſpread, defa- 
matory Tales; even when our Adverſaries are the 


Men, whom they tend to blacken ? When rude- 
7 affronted, or cauſeleſly abuſed, do We pity the Of- 
enders, for the Wrong done to their own Souls; ra- 
ther than kindle into Reſentment, at the Indignity of- 
fered to Ourſelves? When greatly injured, are We 
ſlow to Anger, and not eaſily provoked ? Are We 
much more willing to be reconciled, than to foment 
Diſpleaſure, and proſecute Revenge? In a Word; do 
We love our Enemies; bleſs them, that curſe Us; dv 
Goed to them that hate Us, and pray for them, which de- 
Spitefully uſe Us, and perſecute Las? Without this 
loving and lovely Diſpoſition, We abide, ſays the Apoſ- 
tle, in Death; are deſtitute of ſpiritual, and have no 
Title to eternal Life. 

Let me add, — Are all our Graces, and all our 
Works, clothed with Humility 1? This ſhould be the 
Dreſs, in which they appear ; and the Soil, in which 
they flouriſh. — Do We maintain a very lo- Opinion 
of our own Accompliſhments, and in Honeur prefer a- 
thers to Ourſelues|| ? Habitually ſenſible, that We are 
leſs than the leaſt of the divine Mercies, and the chief- 
oft of Sinners? 

I might eaſily have branched ant the preceding 
Subject, into a much greater Variety of interrogatory 
Articles. But I chooſe to preſent You with a ; Fat d 
men, rather than attempt a full Detail. Your own 

Meditations will enlarge the Sketch, and ſupply what 
is defective. Only let me beg of You, my dear Theron, 
to try your Heart by this | dg Hex and prove 
your Conduct by this Standard. Have You lived 
in the uninterrupted Obſervance of all theſe Duties; 
avoiding whatever is forbidden, and obeying whatever 
15 commanded ? Have You kept, not only your out- 

ward 


* Mat. v. 44. What Manner of Love is this ? How difinte- 

« reſted! how extenſive! how triumphant ! Muſt not all the boaſted 

ö Bene volente of the Philoſopher and Moraliſt, ſtrike Sail to this evan- 

5 gelical Charity; Muſt not both Moraliſts and Philoſophers ac- 
knowledge the Neceſſity of a divine Operation, thus to inlarge, ex- 
alt, and refine their ſocial Aﬀections ? 

+ 1 John iii. 14. 1 1 Pet. v. 5. | Rom. xii, 10. 
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ward Behaviour from any notorious Violations but 
our inward Temper from all ungodly Motions, and. 
irregular Deſires ? 
hen you put theſe Queſtions to Yourſelf, remem- 
ber, That if You fail in one Point, or in any Degree, 
You are guilty of all t. If your Conformity be not 
per/evering as well as perfect, You incur the Penalty, and 
are abandoned to the Curſe. You ſtand charged be- 
fore the JUD GE of the World, with alk the Guilt 
of all your Sins, both original and actual: and there is 
not one Circumſtance, nor one Aggravation, of any of 
your Inquities, overlooked or forgotten. UNLESS,. 
renouncing all your perſonal Performances, You place 
your whole Affiance on a SA VIO U R's Atonement, 
and a SA VIO U R's Righteouſneſs. I think 
You will not dare to put the Iſſue of your everlaſting 
State upon the former Footing. Which is not only 
hazardous, but muſt be inevitably ruinous. You will 
infinitely rather chooſe, to acknowledge Yourſelf a 
poor Inſolvent; and plead the unſearchable Riches of 
your REDEE ME R's Obedience. 

To thoſe that believe, the Law, though fri is not 
terrible. Becauſe, be its Precepts of Holineſs ever ſo 
extenſive, they have been moſt completely fulfilled by 
our | quis SURET Y. Be its penal Sanctions e- 
ver fo rigorous, they have been ſatisfed to the utmoſt, 
by our great MEDIATOR. Believers, there- 
fore, may make their Boaſt of their adorable 8 PO N- 
SOR. They may fit under his Shadow with great 
Delight 1. While the Thunderings of Mount Sinai, 
and all the Terrors of the legal Diſpenſation, tend on- 
ly to increaſe and quicken the refreſhing Senſe of their 
Safety. Juſt as the Poſſeſſor of a plentiful Eſtate, in 
ſome peaceful and proſperous Country, repoſes Him- 
ſelf under the Shade of his Vine, or the Shelter of” 
his Fig-tree ; and hearing of the Wars which imbroil, 
or the Plagues which depopulate other Nations, taſtes, 
with augmented Reliſh, his own Felicity. 

Let me cloſe with the affectionate and noble Wiſh 
of the inſpired epiſtolary Writer. May te LORD 


of 


+ Jam. ii. 10. 1 Cant, ii. 3. 
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of Peace give my dear Theron Peace always by all 
Means And then I ſhall think, my Wiſhes are accom- 


pliſhing, this Blefling is. at the Door, when He ſees: 


the Purity of the divine Law—ſees the Depravity of 
his own Nature—and the utter npoibility of being 
juſtißed, without an Intereſt in the great M EDIA- 
T O R's Righteouſneſs. That Righteouſneſs, which, 
as it is the only Hope, and the conſtant Joy, is there- 
fore the dariing 'Theme, of 


Your ever faithful © 


As PAS1IO. 


. $. Shall I abridze the preceding Letter, and con- 
tract the Whole into thoſe two great Command- 
ments, which made the firſt awakening Impreſſi- 
ons on my own Mind? Thou ſhalt love the LORD 
thy GOD with all thy Heart: Thou fhalt lome 

thy Neighbour as thyſelf. Amazing! ſaid your 
Aſpaſio. Are theſe the Commands of G O D;? 
As obligatory, as the Prohibition of Adultery, or 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath? Then has my 
whole Life been a continual Ad of Diſobedience. 
Not a Day, no, nor an Hour, in which I have 


performed my Duty.— This Conviction ſtruck. 


me, as the Hand-writing upon the Wall ſtruck 
the preſumptuous Monarch. It purſued me, 
as Saul purſued the Chriſtians, not only to my 
own Houſe, but even to diſtant Cities. Nor 
ever gave up the great Controverſy, till it brought 


me weary and heavy laden to FESUSCHRIST. 


L E T- 


*2 . iii, 38, 
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TE RON to As PAST O. 


Dear Asyas10, 
ORE than three Weeks are elapſed, ſince 
You favoured me with your improving Com-- 
pany. During which Interval, I have frequently re- 
collected the moſt material Paſſages of our late Dit- 
courſe. I have carefully conſidered, both the Doc- 
trines You advanced, and the Anſwers You returned 
to my ſeveral Objections. I have often reviewed 
your valuable Letter; have uſed it as a Touch-fone, 
to examine my State; and have been particularly pune» 
tual in obſerving your parting Advice : I mean, in 
keeping a private Journal, not only of my outward 
Conduct, but of the inmoſt Tranſactions that paſs in 
my Breaſt.— have fat, every Evening for a Pidture of 
my Mind; ] haveendeavoured to take a true unflatter- 
ing Draught of all its diſtinguiſhing Tempers. And, 
if the Diary is a faithful Mirror, if it does not aggra- 
vate the Deformity of my Features, I ſhall be abfoiute- 
ly out of Conceit with myſelf ; ſhall ever entertain 
the meane/t Opinion of my own, either moral or religi- 
ous Qualifications. | 
Where is that intenſe and ſupreme Love of GO D, 
which his tranſcendent Perfections challenge, and his 
ineffable Goodneſs claims? Where that firm and joy- 
ful Reliance on CHRIST FESUS, in any Degree 
proportioned to his infinite Merits and inviolable Pro- 
miſes ? Where that cordial and tender Aﬀec- 
tion for my Felloau-chriſtians, which is due to the 
Servants of a divine REDEEMER; the People 
whom He ranſomed by his Agonies, and pigs" 
wita 
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with his very Blood? Where is the Incenſe of holy 
Contemplation and refined Defire ? Where the Flame 
of fervent Devotion and ever active Zeal ? Such as 
become the /iving Temple of GOD, in which his moſt 
immaculate and glorious SPIRIT vouchſafes to reſide. 
Theſe fundamental Graces, like the grand Orgens in 
the animal Syſtem, ſhould impart Health co the inner 
Man, and ſpread the Beauty of Holineſs thro' all the 
Converſation. But theſe alas! far from beating with 
a vigorous and uniform Pulſe, hardly heave with Life; 
only juſt ſtruggle, now and then, with ſome faint, in- 
termitted, uneven 'I hrows. 

How ſeldom do my Actions ſpring from Gratitude 
to the everlaſting BENEFACTOR, or aim at the 
Glory of his ſuper-excellent MAJESTY ? In ad- 
dreſſing the KING immortal, inviſible, how languid 
are my Affections, and how wandering is my Attenti- 
on? How great my Unbelief, and how little my reve- 
rential Awe? I receive innumerable Mercies ; but 
where are my Returns of correſpondent 'I hanktulneſs? 
I am viſited with many gracious Chaſtiſements; but 
without proper Reſignation, or due Improvement. — 
Alas for my heartlets Devotions, my lifelefs Virtues, 
and the Multitude of my refined Iniquities !— Hid be- 
hind the Maſk of outward Decency, and ſome cuſtom- 
ary Forms of Religion, I was altogether unacquainted 
with the State of my own Soul. I fancied mytelf rich, 
and increaſed with Goods, and to have Need of Nothing : 
even while I was wretched, and miſerable, and pcor, and 
blind, and naked *, 

If I look back, and review the Yeare of Youth and 
Manhood, what has been the Tenour of my Lite ? 
More like a deſolate and horrid Wilderneſs; than a 
cultivated Garden, or a fruitful Vineyard. —in Youth, 
what ſordid Gratifications of Appetite! In Manhcug, 
what baſe Compliances with a wicked World! In bozh, 
what Sholes of evil Inclinations have polluted my 
Heart! What Swarms of vain Imaginations have de- 
baſed my I hougbts! What frothy and upprofita- 
ble Words have diopt from my Lips !——Þy all 

which, 


Rev. ili. 17. 
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which, how have I diſobeyed, and how diſhonoured 
GOD ! How denied, and how crucified CHRIST !— 
And yet ſuppoſed myſelf, all the while, to be good 
enough 

It is very unaccountable, that a Perſon of my inqui- 
fitive Diſpoſition, ſhould, thro' the Courſe of ſo many 
Years, be ſuch an utter Stranger to Himſelf. I wonder 
at my own prepoſterous Folly !—To travel into — 
Countries, and viſit the moſt renowned Cities in Eu- 
rope; yet never ſtep over the Threſhold, nor look 
within the Apartments of my own Breaſt.—'T'o carry 
on a Correſpondence with my Friends, even in the re- 
moteſt Nations; and never enter upon a Conference, 
nor hold any Intelligence with my own Heart! To 
inquire after News. from the Fleet, News from the 
Army, News from the Court; yet exerciſe neither Cu- 
riofity nor Care, with regard to. the Hope of Heaven 
and the Concerns of Eternity! What egregious Miſ- 
conduct is this! A moſt pernicious Error in the Oeco- 
nomy of religious Life. 

Sometimes, I have caſt a tranſient Glance on my out» 
award Behaviour; but never extended my Search to the 
Delinquent, the Traitor, the Rebel within. And 
even my. outward Behaviour has been ſurveyed, with 
as much erroneous Partiality, as ſuperficial Levity. It 
has been compared, not with that exact and ſublime 
Standard, the Seriptures of Truth; but, as in the Cate 
of the ſelf-deceiving Phariſee, with the unjuſt, extor- 
tionate, adulterous Practices of ſome other People. 
From whence I moſt unwarrantably concluded, That 
being not quite ſo abandoned as the molt profligate 
Creatures, my Character muſt be good, and my Con- 
dition ſafe.— But Thanks to your Tait friendly Letter, 
and the excellent Expedient it recommended, I am 
now in a different way of thinking. 

It is ſtrange to recollect, and indeed it is ſhameful 
to confeſs, the many Artifices which I have uſed, to 
put a Cheat upon myſelf. —Sometimes, I have fanſied, 
that the divine Law could never be fo ſtrict, as to 
condemn Us inexorably, if We continue not in all 
its Precepts. —Sometimes, I have pleaded the Infir- 
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mity of our Nature, and endeavoured to make tlie 
Works of Darkneſs appear only as pitiable Failings. 
Sometimes have taken Refuge in the Excellency 
of our Church, and plumed myſelf with the bor- 
rowed Feathers of a Poſſeſſion. At other Times, 1 
have ſoothed my Conſcience to Relt, by a PunCtuality 


of Attendance on Places, or a zcalous Attachment to 


Forms. And all this, to ſeduce, cajole, and betray 
myſelf ——betray myſelf, firit into a vain Concert of 
my own Endowments; then into a contemptuous D 
regard of CHRIST; and at laſt into eternal De/irac- 
tion. — But now I ſee my Guilt; I apprehend my Dan- 
ger; and feel my helpleſs Condition. 

Indeed, my 4jpafis, I am now convinced, that the 
darkeſt Colours cannot be too dark, for the Pourtrait 
of my ſpiritual State. I ſee myſelf over- ſpread with 
an habitual Depravity, and cannot forbear crying out, 
with the abaſhed Leper ; Unc ean ! Unclean ! The 
ſacred Oracles in no wiſe miſrepreſent fallen Man, 
when they deſcribe Him as a/together become abominablex. 
They are far from under-rating human Works, when 


they denominate them /i/thy RagsF. Rags they * 
i 


Job. xv. 16. 
Þ+ I.. Ixiv. 6. Does not Theron miſapply this Text ® Can it 
be intended to diſcredit the Qualifications of the Uyrigbt? Is it 


not rather a Brand fet upon the Works of the Victed; whoſe 


very Sacrifice are an Abomination to the LORD; Or, a 
Rebuke given to the ſpecious Performances of the Hypocrite; who 


is preciſe in the Form, but deſtitute of the Power of Godlineſs > 


Or, may it not refer to ritual Obſervances, in Contra- diſtinction 
to moral Duties, and ſpiritual Accompliſhments? 
The diſparaging Character cannot, I think, be confined to ritua! 


Obſervances ; becauſe it is expreſly ſaid, ALL our Righteouſneſſer,. 


including every Kind of religious Duty. — Neither can it be appro- 
priated to the formal! Hypocrite, much leſs to the nctoriouſly Wick- 


ed; becauſe, thoſe very Perſons, who are the Subject of this | 


Aſſertion, declare in the Context; LORD, Ve are thy People; 
Thou art cur FATHER; We ſhall be ſaved.--So. that it ſeems 
intended to ſtain the Pride of all human Glory. 

B-fides ; the Prophet ſpeaks of bimſelf; Wx all are as an an- 


clean Thing, Which, however ſtrange or unreaſonable it may 


ſeem, is the very ſame Charge, to which He pleads guilty in ano- 
ther Place; Wo is me! I am undone! For Tam a Man of unclean 


Lips! Not that He was defiled with any groſs Pollutions ; — 2 
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if We conſider their great Imperfection; Aly Rags, 
if we advert to their manifold Defilements. And 
ſince the Nature of GOD is fo irreconcilably averſe 
to all Contamination ; ſince the Law of GOD re- 
quires ſuch unſpotted Perfection; O! Who can fland 
before this holy LORD GODF, in any Accompliſh- 
ments of his own ? 

When I farther reflect, that I have only a very ob- 
ſcure Glimpſe of the divine Purity, and am a mere 
Novice in the Knowledge of my own Heart; how 
am I amazed at the lofty Apprehenſions which I once 
formed, concerning the Dignity of my Nature, and 
the Integrity of my Conduct! All owing to Igno- 
rance, the groſſeſt Ignorance of myſelf and the 
Scriptures. How do I ſhudder to think, that, in 
expeCting Juſtification from the Law, I was reſting 
the Welfare of my immortal Soul, not on the Foun- 
dation of a Rock, but on the Point of a Dagger. 
I was going to the deciſive Tribunal, fluſhed with 
the falſeſt Hopes, and charged with a Set of ſhining 
Sins: going, like poor deluded Uriah 1, not with 

| any 


He was a Saint of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Luſtre; but bis Eyes bad 
feen the King, the LORD of Het. He was under the clear Mani» 
feſtations of a GOD, glorious in Rolineſs,. inflexible in Juſtice, and 
infinite in all Perfections.— Amidſt theſe Manit. ſtations, the Im- 
purity of his Heart and Nature, were not only apparent, but gla- 
ring ; overwhelmed Him with Abaſhment, and till CHRIST 
was applied in a Type, { Tſai. vii. 7.) fill-d Him with Terror, 

In ſuch Circumſtances, and under juch Views, all our moral 
Virtues and evangelical Graces, all our Exerciſes of Devotion and 
Acts cf Charity, will appear both defe&rive and p:l/ured, By no 
means proportioned to th: Demands of the Law, nor (uticient for 
our Recommendation to the ſupreme LAWGIVER—no more 
than a few ſcattered Rags can claim the Character, or perform 
the Services, of a comp ete Suit—no more than a tew f/thy Rage 
are fit, to dreſs the Bride for her Nuptials, or the Courtier for a 
Birth-night, 

But there is a Righteouſneſs. bleſſed be divine Grace! —ſpot- 
leſly pure and conſummately excellent: a Righteouſneſs, which 
anſwers all that the CREATOR requires, and ſupplies all that the 
Creature needs: to prove this momentous Point, and to diſplay 
this unſpeakable Gift, is the Deſign of the follow ing Sheets, 

+ 1 Sam. vi. 20. 1 2 Sam. xl. 15. 
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any valid Credentials, but with zhe Miniſtration of Con- 
demnation * in my Hand. 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the Arrogance 
of theſe Pretenfions, yet loth, very loth is my Pride, 
to renounce the pleaſing Abſurdity. Self-love has 
ſearched, and ſearched again, for ſomething excel- 
lent. It would fain make a better Appearance, and 
can hardly brook the Humiliation of imploring all 
ſub Forma Pauperis, With what ReluQtance is a Sin- 
ner brought to confeſs Himſelf, ſinful in every Duty, 
ſinful in every Capacity! Strange Perverſeneſs ! 
But the Charge is undeniable. However unwilling, 
I muſt plead guilty. Tnov arr WEIGHED IN THE 
BALANcts, AND FOUND WANTING Þ, is evidently 
written on all I am, all I have, all l 4.—And if I am 
thus defective, even in my own LEſtimation; if I am 
utterly condemned, at the Bar of my own Conſcience; 
What then ſhall Ido, when GOD riſeth up ? And when 
HE wifiteth, what ſball I anſaver Him 4? 

I now ſee the Neceſſity of an imputed Righteouſneſs, 
Without ſome ſuch Object for my Truſt, I am un- 
done. I long therefore, to hear your Arguments in its 
Behalf. And I muſt declare to You, if it can be ſa- 
tisfactorily proved from the Scriptures, it is the moſl 
comfortable Doctrine in the World, and worthy of all 
Acceptation. 

A Letter upon this Subje&, would be a ſingular Fa- 
Your, and I hope, an equal Blefling to 


Your obliged, 
And aſectionate, 
THERON, 


LETTER 


E 2 Cor. iii. 9. Dan v. 27. 1 Job. xxxi. 14. 
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As PASIO fo T HERON, 


Dear TH EROxR, 


Z Hey" all your Letters give me Pleaſure, none 
was ever ſo highly pleaſing, as your laſt, I 
look upon it with the ſame ſecret Joy, as a compaſ- 
ſionate Phyſician obſerves ſome very favourable Symp- 
toms, in the Criſis of a beloved Patient's Diſtemper. 

What You aſk, I ſhall, without any farther Pre- 
face, attempt to execute. If my Attempt proves 
ſatisfactory to your Judgment, I am ſure, it will be 
the moſt likely Means, of healing your Conſcience, 
and calming your Fears. When we perceive the 
odious Depravity of our Nature; when We diſcern 
the horrible Iniquity of our Lives; and are ſenſible 
of that tremendous Wrath and everlaſting Vengeance, 
which are due to ſuch guilty Creatures: hen no- 
thing can be found, that will ſpeak effectual Peace, 
nothing that will adminiſter ſolid Comfort, but only 
the vicarious Sufferings and the imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs of 7 ESUS CHRIST. | 

To this Purpoſe ſpeaks one of the wiſeſt and beſt 
of ſpiritual Guides; Has Sin abounded? As undoubt- 
edly it has, in our Heart, and our Life: Grace has 
much more abounded, in the Obedience, and the Me- 
rits of our REDEEMER.—Nay, has Sin reigned ? 
Exerted its malignant Power, in the moit extenſive 
and moſt deſtructive Manner; rendering Us ſubject 
unto Death, both temporal and eternal? Even fo has 
Grace reigned; exerted its benign Efficacy, and in a 
Manner yet more triumphant ; not only reſcuing Us 
from Guilt and Ruin, but reſtoring Us to everlaſtin 


Life and Glory. And all this through the I 
; neſt, 
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neſi, the complete meritorious Righteouſneſs, brought 
in by 7 ASUS CHR/JST our LORD. 

Lou inquire after the Pros of this imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs. From a Multitude I ſhall ſelect a few. Suf- 
ficient, I hope to make it appear That this is the de- 
clared Doctrine of our Church, and the avowed Be- 
lief of her moſt eminent Divines—' hat it is copioufly 
revealed through the whole ScriyTUREsS; icvealed 
in many expreſs Paſſages, and deducitle from a Variety 
of inſtructive Similitudes. 

Hear the Language of our Common Prayer, in 4 
very affecting and ſolemn Addre!s to the MIG H“ 
TY: We do not preſume to come to this thy 
« Table, O mercitul LORD, truſting in our own 
„ RighteouſneisF.—If we may not, if we dare not, 
rely on our own Righicoulnets, When we approach 
the cxchariflic Table; much leſs may we depend upon 
it, when we are ſummoned to the decifeve rid Hi,. — 
Should you aſk, On what we are to depend? The 
F.xhortation to the Communion furniſhes an Aniwer; 
„On the meritorious Deata and Paiton of 
«© CHRIST, whereby alone we obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins, and are made Partakers of the Kingdom of 
. Heaven." | 

'The Collect, appointed for the Feſtival of the 
Circumciſion, has this remarkable Introduction; * Al- 
„ mighty GOD, whole bleſſed SON was obertent 
« to the Law for Man. In what Senſe, or with what 
Propriety can this be aſſirmed? Unleis C HZ RIST's 
perfect Obedience be reierable to Us, and accepted 
in our Stead? On any other Interpretation, 1 ſhould 
think, He was obedient, not for Man, but for 
Himfelf. 

Should the artful Critic give ſome other Turn to 
theſe Paſſages, it will avail him but little. Becauſe 
the Church, her own % Expoſitor, has explained 
the Meaning of ſuch Phraſes, and put the Matter 
beyond all Doubt. In her eleventh Article ſhe ſays; 
We are accounted righteous before GOD only 
for the Merits of our LORD and SAVIOUR 

* FESUS 


Rom. v. 21. + Sce the Communion Service, 
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« FESUS CHRIST.“ — he Doctrine relating 
to Pardon of Sin, had been ſtated in a preceding 
Article. This diſplays the Method, whereby Sin- 
ners may appear righteous in the Eye of GOD, and 
in the Court of Heaven; fo as to recover the divine 
"Favour, and obtain a Title to eternal Blifs.—'T his is 
done, not by any zative Righteouſneſs, not by any ac- 
quired Righteouineſs, but by an zmpted Righteouſneſs. 
Had we been juſtified by either of the former Methods, 
it would not have been ſaid, We are accounted, but we 
are righteous. They are fo far from conſtituting our 
reconciling and juſtifying Righteouſneſs, that they 
have no Share in it; contribute nothing towards it; 
are totally excluded from it. Woe are accounted righ- 
teous, and accepted as ſuch, onLy through the meri- 
torious Obedience, and propitiating Blood of our great 
MEDIATOR. 

The Homilies are, if it be poſſible, ſtill more ex- 
plicit, and more cogent. In the Homily concerning 
the Salvation of Mankind, we read the following 
Words; The Apoſtle toucheth three Things, 
** which muſt go together in our Juſtification. On 
* GOD's Part, his great Mercy and. Grace. On 
„ CHRIST's Part, the Satisfaction of GO D's 
Juſtice, or the Price of our Redemption, by the 
Offering of his Body, and Shedding of his Blood, 
„with Fulfilling of the Law perfectly. On our Part, 
e true and lively Faith in the Merits of FESUS 
«© CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but by GO D's 
“ working in Us.” — You ſee, according to the ſudg- 
ment of our venerable Reformers, not only the Offer- 
ing of CHRIS T's Blood, but alſo his perfect Fuljilling 
of the Law, are the adequate Price of our Redemp- 
tion. All theſe act conjointly, they ſweetly harmo- 
nize, in the great and glorious Work, To ſuppoſe 
their Diſunion, is a defrinal Miſtake, fomewhat like 
that practical Error of the Papiſts, in ſevering the 
ſacramental Wine from the ſacramental Bread ; admi- 
nittering to the Laity the Symbols of the ſlaughtered 


Body, but with-holding the Symbols of the ſtreaming 
Blood. 


There 


* — — : 


96 Asp ASO fo THERON, Let. 3. 


There are other Clauſes in the ſame Homily, which 
ſet the Seal of the Church to our Sentiments. I 
ſhall content myſelf with tranſcribing one from the 
Concluſion. —<* CHRIST, ſays that Form of ſound 
« Words, is the Righteouſneſs of all them, that do 
truly believe. He for them paid their Ranſom by 
* his Death. He for them fulfilled the Law in his 
„Life. So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, 
every true chriſtian Man may be called a Fulfiller 
4 of the Law; foraſmuch as that which their Infir- 
% mity lacked, C HRIST's Righteouſneſs hath ſup- 
« plied.” This Authority is as clear, as the Doc- 
trine authorized is comfortable. May the former 
ſway our Judgment! May the latter chear our 
Hearts! 

The Homily on CHRIST's Nativity informs the 
Reader, that the Deſign of our LORD's Incarna- 
tion was——* To give Light unto the World, and 
* call Sinners to Repentance; to fulfil the Law for 
« Us, and become the Propitiation for our Sins; to 
« caſt out the Prince of this World, and deſtroy the 
« Works of the Devil.” We have all broke the 
Law; We are all unable to keep the Law; therefore, 
the bleſſed F ESUS fulhlled the Law—tulfilled it in 
each and every of its Demands—fulfilled it, in the 
higheſt Degree of Perfection and, what is of all Con- 
ſiderations moſt delightful, fulfilled it for Us, and in 
our Stead. That the Merit of his Obedience might 
redound to Us; might be placed to our Account ; and 
juſtify Us in the _ of GOD. 

Upon the whole—Tf there be any Worthineſs in 
our LORD's moſt holy Nature; any Merit in his 
Exerciſe of the ſublimeſt Virtues; completed by his 
Submiſſion to the moſt ignominious Sufferings, and 


tormenting Death; then, according to this Standard- 


Sy/iem of orthodox Divinity, theſe are the Ground of a 
Singer's ſuſtification.— And, according to the Dic- 
tates of the moſt unbiaſſed Reaſon, they are the beſt, 
the ſureſt Ground, that can either be wiſhed or ima- 
gined. 

Does 


r bh 
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Does it not, from the preceding Quotations, ap- 
pear ; That the Doctrine of Juſtification through the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of our bleſſed REDEEMER, 
is far from being diſclaimed by the Habliſbed Church? 
—[ am ſorry, but conſtrained to own, that We rarely 
find any conſiderable Strictures of this great evange- 
lical Peculiarity, in our modern theological Diſcourſes. 
Yet there have been Preachers of the higheſt Repute 
for Learning, for Judgment, and for Piety, who 
profeſſedly maintained this grand Truth of the 
Goſpel. 1 

The devout Biſhop Beveridge, in his private 
Thoughts, has left upon Record the following very 
remarkable Acknowledgment. Which, if it ſuited 
his State of eminent Holineſs, cannot be too hum- 
bling, my dear Theron, for your Lips and for mine. 
« do not remember, neither do I believe, that 1 


« ever prayed, in all my Lite-time, with that Reve- 


« rence, or heard with that Attention, or received the 
« Sacrament with that Faith, or did any Work with 
6 that pure Heart, and ſingle Eye, as I ought to have 
«© done. Inſomuch, that I look upon all my Righteouſ- 
„ nels, but as filthy Rags; and it is in the Robes only 
« of the Righteouſneſs of the SON of GOD, 
„ that I dare appear before the MAJESTY of 
„Heaven.“ | 

The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hoptins * 
ſpeaks in perfect Conſonance with his Brother of St. 
Aſaph. „The Law was given Us, not that We 
„ ſhould ſeek Juſtification by the Obſervance of it, 
but finding it impoſſible to be juſtified by fulfilling 
« it, We ſhould thereby be driven to CHRIS T's 
« Righteouſneſs; who hath both fulfilled it in Him- 
&« ſelf, and ſatisfied for our tranſgreſling of it; and 
ce therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, The Law was a School- 
% maſier, to bring Us unto CHRIST; that We 
« might be juſtified by Faith. To this End it was pro- 
« mulged, that ſeeing the Strictneſs of its -Precepts, 
& the Rigour of its Threatenings, and withal being 
„ convinced of our Impotence to fulfil its Com- 


See his Sermon on Febn vil. 19. | 
Vor. II. F «© mands 
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« mands, We might be urged by its Terrors to fly 
« to CHRIST, and find that Righteouſneſs in 
« Him which may anſwer to all the Demands of the 
« Law.” 

Biſhop Reynolds *, ſtyled by his Contemporaries, 
and not without Reaſon, A walking Library, bears his 
Teſtimony in the 2 Words; — CHRIST 
« as our Surety paid our Debt, underwent the Curſe 
« due to our Sins, and bare them all in his own 
« Body on the Free: became ſubject to the Law for 
« Us, and repreſentatively in our Stead fulfilled all 
« the Righteouſneſs the Law required, active and 
« paſſive. For Sin being once committed, there muſt 
be a double Act to Juſtification; the Suffering of 
„ the Curſe, and the Fulfilling of Righteouſneſs 
« anew. The one, a Satisfaction for the Injury We 
„ have done to GOD, as our JUDGE: the other, 
« the Performance of a Service which We owe unto 
« Him, as our MAKER.“ 

To this illuſtrious 'Triumvirate, let me join Biſhop 
Dawenant. Who, for his great Abilities, and un- 
queſtionable Integrity, was appointed one of our re- 
ligious Plenipotentiaries, at the renowned Synod of 
Dort. In his very valuable Expoſition of the Epiſtle 
to the Colaſſans, He writes to this Effect: Ye are 
* complete in CHRIST. Ye are furniſhed, in that 
6 all-ſufficient REDEEMER, with whatever is 
« requiſite to everlaſting Salvation. With Wiſdom ; 
« ſince it is the Conſummation of this noble Endow- 
*© ment, to know CHRIST and Him crucihed. 
« With Righteouſneſs; becauſe He has perfectly ſatiſ- 


% fied the Law , and thoroughly expiated our Guilt. 


« With 


See his Treatiſe intitled The Life of CIIRIST.— Which, as 
well as all his other Works, abound with ſtriking Sentiments ; 
have much Elegance of Diction, a copious Variety of Learning, 
and a lively animating Spirit of evangelical Piety. 

+ In this Reſpect principally (ſays our Author, inlarging upon 
the Text) are Believers complete ; becauſe, though deſtitute of any 
Righteouineſs, that may properly be called their «avon, CHRIST 


has gracicuſly enriched them with bis, Vid. Devenant, in Ep. 


ad C. 8 
et 
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« With Sanctification; becauſe his Spirit dwelling in 
* our Hearts, mortifies our corrupt Affections, and 
*« renews the Soul after the Image of its CREA'TOR.” 
Let me bring up the Rear with a Teſtimony, which, 
for Clearneſs, Solidity, and a full Reprelentation of 
the evangelical Doctrine, might very juſtly have 
claimed a Place in the Van. It is taken from an 
Author, whom the general Conſent of our Nation 
has diitinguiſhed with the Title of Judicious. The 
judicious Hooker, in a I reatiſe on Juſtification, ſays; 
It is a childiſh Cavil our Adverſaries do ſo 
„ greatly pleaſe themſelves with, exclaiming, that 
We tread all Chriſtian Virtues under our Feet; 
„ becauſe We teach, That Faith alone juſtifieth. 
Whereas, by this Speech, We never meant to ex- 
clude either Hope or Charity from being always 
Joined as inteparable Mates with Faith, in the Man 
„that is juſtified; or Works from being added, as 
neceſſary Duties, required of every julkißedd Man: 
„ but to ſhew that Faith is the only Hand, which 
“ putteth on CHRIST to Juſtification; and 
CHRIST the only Garment, which being ſo 
put on, covereth the Shame ot our defiled Natures, 
hideth the Imperfection of our Works, and pre- 
ſerveth Us blameleſs in the Sight of GOD: before 
whom, otherwiſe, the Weakneſs of our Faith were 
Cauſe ſufficient to make Us culpable, yea, to ſhut 
Us out of the Kingdom of Heaven, where nothing 
that is not abſolute can enter.“ | 
You will allow the ſagacious Biſhop Sanderſon ® to 


Let me beg Leave to intimate, That this Expoſition of the 
Epittle to the Colaſſians— for Perſpicuity of Style, and Accuracy 
of Method—for Judgment in diſcerning, and Fidelity in repre» 
ſenting, the Apoſtle's Meaning —for Strength of Argument in re- 
futing Errors, and Felicity of Invention in deducing practical 
Doctrines, tending both to the Eſtabliſhment of Faith, and the 
Cultivation of Holineſs—is, I think, inferior to no Writing of 
the Kind; and richly deſerves to be read, to be fludied, to be imi- 
tated, by our young Divines. 

® Sce his Sermon upon Tſaiab lii. 3. 
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ſum up the Evidence; or rather to make an important 
Remark on the whole of the Controverſy. That 
great Light of the Church, both in caſuiſtical and 
practical Divinity, obſerves; „The Tidings of 
« a REDEEMER muſt be bleſſed and welcome 
«& News, to thoſe that are ſenſible of their own Po- 
« verty, and take it of Grace.” Our Eagle-eyed Di- 
vine penetrates into the true, though latent Cauſe of 
the prevailing Averſeneſs to this evangelical Doctrine. 
It is founded on the State of the Heart, more than 
upon any Force of Argument. People are but little, 
it at all, ſenſible of their ſpiritual and moral Indigence ; 
of the Defects that depreciate, and the Defilements 
that ſully, whatever they have, and whatever they do. 
Nay, ſtrongly tinctured with Pride, they would be 
themſelves the Alpha, and ſuffer the bleſſed JESUS 
to be no more than the Omega, in procuring their eter- 
nal Salvation, Thereiore, they can hardly be recon- 
ciled to the humbling Thought of receiving all, as a 
Gift of freeſt Grace. | 

Whereas, was this grand Obſtacle once removed ; 
were Men convinced of Sin, of exceeding Sinfulneſs 
in their worft Eſtate, and of remaining Sinfulneſs in 
their beſt ; they would ſoon be convinced of Righteouſ- 
neſs; of the abſolute Neceſſity and ineſtimable Worth 
of a REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs. They would no 
longer diſpute againſt it, but cordially embrace it; in- 
tirely rely on it; and adore the Goodneſs, the tran- 
ſcendent and unutterable Goodneſs of GOD, in pro- 
viding it. 

I think, in one of our Conferences, I undertook to 
produce my Vouchers from the antient Fathers. . Let 
me now ſubjoin two or three Atteſlations of this Kind. 
From one of which You will perceive, that thoſe 
early Writers had a conſiderable Degree of Clearneſs 
upon the Point. From the other You will ſee, that, 
far from rejecting the Doctrine, they embrace it with 
Delight and Rapture, And if You will admit of the 
laſt, You cannot be ſtartled at any Thing, that I ſhall 
advance upon the Subject. Let me only premiſe in 
general, 
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general, that, if thoſe Authors are not ſo copious 
and explicit, with regard to the Imputation of a&ive 
Righteouſneſs ; they abound in Paſſages, which evince 
the Subſtitution of CHRIST in our Stead. Paſſages, 
which diſclaim all Dependence on any Duties of our 
own, and fix the Hopes of a Believer wholly upon 
the Merits of his SAVIOUR. When this is the 
Caſe, I am very little ſollicitous about any particular 
Forms of Expreſſion ; and not at all angry, even tho' 
the Words, which I think molt ſignificant, are not re- 
tained, 

Clemens an intimate Acquaintance of St. Paul's, 
and whoſe Name was in the Book of Life * in his 
truly excellent Epiſtle to the Corinthians, aſſures that 
People +: We are not, in any Reſpect or in any Degree, 
juſtified by Ourſekves, but wholly by JESUS CHRIST: 
not by our own Wiſdom or Prudence, which could never 
find out the Way; not by the Piety of our Hearts, or 
Works of Righteouſneſs performed in our Lives, which 
could never be ſufficient for the Purpoſe ; but by Faith. 
The one invariable Method, by which the Almighty SO- 
VEREIGN has juſtified all his People, ever fince the 
World began. 1 

Juſtin—who was firſt a Gentile Philoſopher, then 
an eminent Chri//zan, and at laſt a Martyr for the 
Truth —ſpeaks more fully to the Point : What elſe 

! could 


Phil. iv. 3. 
+ Ov N eaurwy Axaizpega od: Wie ve nhtTERHG ToPicss 
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M - 0 TaTLXEaTWe OS e αν4s . I Epiſt. ad Corinth, 
This Quotation is exÞ/ained, as well as tranſlated, But that 


every Reader may «diftinzuiſh the Text from the Paraphraſe, the 
firit is printed in Trac, the laſt in Roman Characters. 
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could cover our Sins, but the Righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST? By what palſible Means could We, unrigh- 
teous and unholy Creatures, be juſtified, but only by the 
Interpoſition of the SON of GOD in our Behalf ?!—— 
Having, in this Clauſe, made a Profeſſion of his Faith 
the good Man, on the Contemplation of ſuch a Privi- 
lege, breaks out into a kind of holy Tranſport. O 
faveet and delightful Exchange ! A Diſpenſation unſearch- 
ably wiſe and gracious ! Benefits quite unexpefed, and rich 
beyond all cur Hopes! That the Sin of Many ſhould be hid 
by one righteous Perſon ; and that the Righteouſneſs of One, 
ſhould juſtify many Tranſgreſſors. 

The following Words are remarkably ſtrong, and 
the Sentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from 
the Pen of the fineſt Writer in Eccleſiaſtical Antiqui- 

. They have the great Name and venerable Cha- 
racter of St. Chry/oſtom, for their recommendatory Pre- 
ſace . Fear not, ſays He, on Account of any of 
thy paſt Tran/ſpreſſions of the Law, when once Thou Haft 
fied by Faith to FESUS CHRIST. The moſt enormous 
and the moſt deftruftive Violation of the Law, is, To be 
*with-held, by the Conſciouſneſs of any Guilt whatever, 


from believing on CHRIST. When T hou afteft Faith on 


Him, Thou haft fulfilled, I might ſay, more than fulfilled 
the Law. For Thou haſt a better Righteouſneſs, than it 
could ever require ; a better Obedience, than any Creature 

could poſſibly pay. | 
Two or three Witneſſes of aiffinguiſted Ability, and 
andeubted Veracity, are a ſufficient Confirmation of any 
Cauſe. For this Reaſon, and to avoid a tireſome Pro- 
lixity, I have ſet aſide a Multitude of Voices; hoy 
rom 


Though Du Pin queſtions the Authority of this Epiſtle, He al- 
lows it to have been written by an antient Hand. Dr. Cave, as 


capable a Judge, thinks there is no Reaſon to doubt, but jt is the 
genuine Work of Juſtin, 


® My Towvy @oCn9n, Ws Toy YvOpay macacauwy, ert ida - 
TY wit οοο ToTs Yae auTOY WaguCa, OTE %, 
auT0Y Tw Nepirw jr, WhoeV01;" we AY WNFEUTNG GUTW, KOKELWON 
ETATgWIrG % π ⸗ ο WAY 7) EXEREVTE' TOP W "Yup Ae 
Fixarourmy tet Homil. XVII. in X ad Rom. 


„„ / SE. EE... 


„lee 


32 1 


1 
18 
ie 


3 
L 


Let. 3. Asp As 10 to THeRON. 103 


from the Writings of our own and foreign Divines, 
are ready to pour their united Evidence. - And left the 
Buſineſs of Quotation, tho” ſparingly managed, ſhould 
ſeem dry and tedious; I will relieve your Wearineſs, 
and inliven the Collection, by an Extract from the 
Prince of Engliſb Poetry. Michael, the prophetic 
Arch-Angel, mentioning the deſtructive Conſequences 
of the Fall, and aſſerting the GODHEAD of that 
glorious PERSON, who undertook to be the Repairer 
of this deadly Breach ; adds, 


Which HE, who comes thy SAVIOUR, ſhall re- cura, 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his Works, 
In Thee and in Thy Seed. Nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling ( that which Thou didſt want} 
Obedience to the Law of GOD, impos'd 
On Penalty of Death ; and ſuffering Death, 
The Penalty to thy Tranſgreſſion due; 
And due to theirs, which out of thine will grow. 
' So ONLY can high Juſtice reſt appaid*. 


Here then is the expreſs Determination of our Ha- 
milies——ſupported by the Authority of our Articles 
——eſtabliſhed by the Concurrence of our Liturgy 
ſtill farther ratified by the unanimous Atteſtation 
of ſeveral celebrated Diwvines; whoſe Lives were the 
brighteſt Ornament to our Church, and whoſe Writ- 
ings are the moſt unexceptionable Interpretation of her 
Meaning. As a Capital, to crown and complete 
this grand Column, ſupervenes the Declaration of the 
antient Fathers; thoſe who flouriſhed, and with the 
higheſt Renown, in the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſ- 
tianity.—So that, if great Authorities carry any weight ; 
if illuſtrious Names challenge any Regard ; this Tenet 
comes attended and dignified with very conſiderable 
Credentials. 

Yet I will venture to affirm, that all theſe, conſi- 
derable as they appear, are the leaſt of thoſe Teſtimo- 


Milton, B. XII. 393. 
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nials, which recommend the Doctrine to my Theron's 
Acceptance, and which have gained it Admittance in- 
to the Heart of 


His noſt affetionate 


AsSPASI1O, 
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Dear TatroON, 
HE Family, in which I have the Satisfaction to 
reſide, though remarkable for their gentee] Fi- 
gure and ample Fortune, are ſtill more amiably diftin- 
guiſhed by their Benevolence, Hoſpitality, and Charity. 
As they live at a Diſtance from the Market-town, the 
Lady has converted one Apartment of her Houſe into 
a little Diſpenſatory ; and ſtocked it with ſome of the 
moſt common, the moſt needed, and moſt falutary 
Medicines. Which, in Caſes of ordinary Indiſpoſi- 
tion, She diſtributes to her indigent Neighbours, with 
 fingular Compailion, and with no ſmall Succeſs. 
This fine Morning, Emilia has ordered ſome ſkilful 
Hands into the Fields, to cull their healing Simples, 
and lay up a Magazine of Health for the afflicted Poor. 
Camillus is withdrawn, to receive his Rents, and ſettle 
Accounts with his "Tenants. 

Suppoſe, We act in Concert with theſe valuable 
Perſons. Suppoſe, We range the delightful Fields of 
Scripture, and form a Collection, not of ſalutiferous 
Herbs, but of ineſtimable Texts; ſuch as may be of 
ſovereign Efficacy, to aſſuage the Anguiſb of a guilty 
Conſcience, and impart /aving Heath to the diſtem— 

pered 
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pered Soul. Suppoſe, We open the Mines of divine 
Inſpiration, and inrich Ourſelves, not with the Gold 
of Ophir, but with the unſearchable Treaſures of CHRIST ; 
or with that perfect Righteouſneſs of our REDEEM- 
ER, which 1s incomparably more precious, than the 
Revenues of a County, or the Produce of Peru. 

In pleading for imputed Righteouſneſs, We have al- 
ready urged the Anthority of our eſtabliſhed Church, 
and the Suffrage of her moſt eminent Divines.— The 
Opinion of excellent Writers, which has been the 
Reſult of much Learning, great Attention, and ear- 
neſt Prayer, is no contemptible Evidence“ Yet We 
muſt aways reſerve the caſting Voice, for thoſe infal- 
lible Umpires, the Prophets and Apoſtles. JF we re- 
ceive, with a deferential Regard, the Witneſs of Men; 
the Witneſs of GOD is greater , and challenges the 
moſt implicit Submiſſion. Which Remark natural- 
ly leads me to the intended Subject of this Epiſtle ; or 
rather calls upon me to fulfil my late Engagement, and 
ſhew That the above-mentioned Doctrine is copi- 
ouſly revealed, thro' the Scriptures of the Oli and New 
Teſtament. 

Be pleaſed to conſider that memorable Portion from 
the Epiſtle to the Romans; which, tho? little inferior 
to a deciſive Proof, is produced only as an Introduc- 
tion to others. Now the Righteouſneſs of GOD without 
the Law, is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the Law and 
the Prophets; even the Righteouſneſs of GOD, which is 
by Faith of FESUS CHRIST, unto all and upon all them 
that liebe }. The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſigniſies that 
Rig coufneſs, which the incarnate GOD wrought 
out in his own all-glorious Perſon ||. It is ſtyled the 

Righ- 

* Aucteribus quidem ad iſtam Sententiam uti efptimis paſſimus; 


guid in omnibus Cauſis & ſolet & debet valere plurimum. 
Cic. Tuſc. Quzſt, 

+ 1 John v. 9. f Rom. iii. 21, 22 
[| This Explication, or ſomething to the ſame Purpoſe, has 
occurred already. But it is hoped, the candid Reader will not 
condemn the Repetition, as a diſagrecable and j-june 'Tautology. 
—YRecauſe, it is ſo conſonant to the Practice of our great Apoſtle, 
who repeats the Term, reinculcates the Doctrine, and hardly 


knows how to deſiſt from the favourite Topic; like One, whe 
| F 5 | Was 


—— — 
— 


106 As P ASO to ThERon. Let. 4. 


Righteouſneſs of GOD, by way of ſuperlative Pre- 
Eminence; in Oppoſition to any Righteouſneſs of our 
own, and in Conttadiſtinction to the Righteoufneſs of 
all Creatures whatever. — — This Righteouſneſs is 
ewithout the Law. Its Efficacy has no Dependence 
on, its Merit receives no Addition from, any Contor- 
mity of our Practice to the divine Law ; being com- 
plete, abſolutely complete in itſelf, and altogether ſuf- 
ficient to procure the Reconciliation and Acceptance 
of Sinners. This Righteouſneſs is witnefſed by the 
Law' and the Prophets; receives an uniform Atteſta- 
tion from the ſeveral Writings of the Old Feſtament. 
To inveſtigate which Atteſtation, to examine its Perti- 
nency, and conſider its Suſiciency, is our preſent plea- 
ſing Buſineſs. 

We may begin with that gracious Declaration made 
to the firſt Tranſgreſſors: The Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head“; ſhall deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, and retrieve whatever was loft by his ma- 
licious Artifices f How could this be effected, but 
by reſloring that Righteouſneſs, which, for a while, 
our firſt Parents poſſeſſed; which they ought always 
to have held faſt; but from which they ſo ſoon and 
ſo unhappily ſwerved ? Take the Poſition in the 
right Senſe, and Chriſtianity is, if not intirely, yet ve- 
ry nearly as old as the Creation. It was comprehended 
in this bleſſed Promiſe, as the Stamina of the largeſt 
Plants are contained in the Subſtance of their reſpec- 

Fe tive 
was quite enamoured with the Subject; who found Muſic 
in the Words; and whoſe Happineſs was bound up in the 


Bleſſing —Becavuſe, it is conformable to another, and a greater 


Exampe. The LORD JEHOVAH Himſelf, within the 
Compaſs of one Chapter, once and again, yea, a third and a fourth 
Time, ſtyles this wonderful Obedience, My RicHTEOUSNESS, 
As though the GOD of infinite Perfection gleried in it; thought 
Himſelf moſt eminently magnified by it; and was jealous to have 
all the Honour reſulting from it. See {ſat. Ii. 

* Gen. 111, 15. ; 

+ In ſome ſuch Senſe, I think, the Promiſe muſt have been 
underſtood by our firſt Parents, Otherwiſe, it could have yielded 
them no effe&ua! Relief, under the diſtreſſing Senſe of their own 
Miſery, and the diſmal Apprehenſion of their Poſterity's Ruin, 
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tive Seeds. Every ſubſequent Revelation being no 
more, than a gradual Evolution of this grand ge, 
cal Principle; acting like the vegetative Powers of Na- 
ture, which, in rearing an Oak with all its Spread of 
Branches, only expand the Tunicles, and fill up the 
Veſſels of the Acorn. 

'This Doctrine ſeems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkable Manner of clothing our firſt Parents. 
All they could do for their own Recovery, was like 
the patched and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves. This 
they relinquiſh, and GOD himſelf furniſhes them with 
Apparel. Animals are ſlain, not for Food but Sacri- 
fice; and the naked Criminals are arrayed with the 
Skins of thoſe ſlaughtered Beaſts. The Victims figured 
the Expiation of CHRIST's Death; the Clothing ty- 
pefied the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs. In perfect 
Conformity, perhaps with a Reference to the Paſſage 
thus interpreted, the Apoſtle juſt now expreſſed Him- 
ſelf; even the Righteouſneſs of GOD, which is not only 
made over * to all Believers, as a rich Portion; but put 
* upon all, as a beautiful Garment. Whereby alone 
their moral Deformity can be covered, and their ever- 
laſting Confuſion prevented. Milton, it is certain, 
ſpeaking of this memorable Tranſaction, conſiders it in 
the ſame ſpiritual Senſe: | 


Nor HE their outward only with the Skins 

Of Beaſts, but inward Nakedneſs (much more 
Opprobrious ! ) with his Robe of Righteouſneſs 
Arraying, covered from his Father's Sight. 


In thy Seed, ſays the great JEHOVAH to his Ser- 
vant Abraham, hall all the Nations of the Earth be blej- 


fed +. That the Seed here mentioned is CHRIST, 


the Apoſtle 4 places beyond all Doubt. Both Scrip- 
ture 


* Rom. iii. 22. EIL aarras, EIII warreg T2; wirtuv- 
rag. 

7 Gen. xxii. 18. 

See St. Paul's Comment upon this invaluable Promiſe, Gal. 
tit. 8, Sc. This Commentator, We all allow, was guided b 
the SPIRIT, and knew the Mind of GOD, According - bis 

po- 
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ture and Reaſon declare, That true Bleſſedneſs muſt 
neceſſarily include—the Parden of Sins, and the Fa- 
vour of GOD—the SanCtification of our Souls, and 
the Inheritance of Life eternal. None of which are 
to be acquired by any human Performances; but all 
are to be ſought, and all may be found, in the Root 
and Offspring of Abraham, JESUS CHRIST. Who 
is therefore moſt pertinently ſtyled, Tye DESIREk or 
ALL NATIONS“: The actual Deſire of every inlight- 
ened Nation; and the implicit Deſire of all Nations 
whatever. Becauſe all, without any Exception, co- 
vet, what is to be derived only from FESUS CHRIST 
the Righteous, cal Happineſs. 

The patriarchal Age, and the legal Oeconomy, bore 
their Teſtimony to this Truth, by typical Perſons, em- 


blematical Miracles, and figurative Uſages. Indeed, 


the whole ceremonial Service was a grand Series of 
Types, repreſenting CHRIST and his everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſs. In all which, this was the unanimous tho 
ſilent Language; Behold the LA MB of GOD, that 
taketh away the Sin of the World. Theſe I ſhall not 
ſtay to diſcuſs, becauſe Proofs of a more explicit and 
poſitive Nature wait for our Conſideration. Only I 
would juſt make a tranſient Obſervation, relating to one 
very remarkable Conſtitution in the Jeu Ritual. 

The High-Prieſt had, on the Front of his Mitre, a 
Plate of pure Gold, engraven with that venerable Mot- 
to , Hotiness To ThE LORD. Which was al- 
ways to be on his Forehead, when. He performed the 
ſolemn Miniſtrations of the Sanctuary; and for this 
important Reaſon, that the People might be accepted 
before the LORD T. Did not this molt clearly fore- 
ſhew the immaculate Holineſs of our great HIGH- 
PRIEST ? and with equal Clearneſs imply, that his 
Holineſs ſhould procure Acceptance for all his Fol- 
lowers? 

In 


Expoſition ef the Text, it is pregnant with the Doctrine of juſti- 
fication by Faith, and contains an Abridgment of the Golpel. 

Hag. ii. 7. + Exod, xxvill. 36, 37. 1 Exod, 
xxviii. 38. 


1 * F > & W ä 


Let. 4. Asp ASIO 7% TERON. 109 


In the Book of Job, We have ſeverai Hints of thi 
Truth, and one Paſſage very expreſs to our Purpoſe 
—f/ihu deſcribes an unconverted Perſon, under the 
chaſtiſing Hand of Providence. WY ho/e Life, through the 
Extremity of his Diſeaſe, drew near to the Grade; and his 
Soul, through the Multitude of his Iniquities, was rea- 
dy to become a Prey to the Deſtroyer:, the tremendous 
Lxecutioners of Vengeance. In this deplorable Con- 
dition, A there be preſent with Him, the MESSENGER 
* of the Covenant of Peace; that great INT ERPRE- 
TER * of the divine Counſels, who, for his ſuper- 
excellent Wiſdom, is juſtly deemed One among a thou- 
ſand, or rather the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. If 
He, by his inlightening SPIRIT, vouchſafe te few 
unto the afflicted Man his own perfect Righteouſneſs ; 
that moſt meritorious Uprightne/s, on which alone a 
Sinner may depend, both for temporal and eternal 
Salvation. Then the poor diſtreſſed Creature, attentive 
to this Inſtruction, and applying this Righteouineſs, is 
made Partaker of Pardon. GOD, the ſovereign LORD 
of Life and Death, 7s gracious unto Him ; and ſaith, in 
the Greatneſs of his Strength, as well as in the Multi- 
tude of his Mercies, Deliver Him from going down into 
the Pit of Corruption, as a Pledge of his Deliverance 
from the Pit of Perdition. For, I have found a Ran- 
ſom, ſufficient to ſatisfy my Juſtice. I have received 
an Atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, now 
reconciled T ranſgreſſor, 

But why do I ſele& one particular Paragraph? Tt 
ſeems to be the main Deſign of the whole Book, to 
overthrow all Pretenſions of any juſtifying Righteouſ- 

neſs 


* gee Jeb xxxiii. 22, Se. CHRIST is called ND The 
Angel of the divine Preſence, Ifai. Ixiii. 9. The Meſſenger of the 
Covenant, Mal. jii. 1.— He is alſo, in the moſt unlimited Senſe ot 
the Phraſe, 99 The Interpreter of the divine Counſels: He, 
to whom the FATHER hath given the Tongue of the Learned, 
and by whom He makes known the otherwit- unſearch ble My- 
ſteries of the Goſpe! —Should any Doubt remain, concerning the 
Propriety of applying this Pafſag- to our LORD FE\USCHRIST, 
the Reader, I hope, will give himſelf the Pleaſure of peruſing the 
polite Mitſius, Oecon. Lib. IV. Cap. iii. S. xxxi. and Dr. Grey's va- 
luable Notes upon the Place, in his Liber Jobi. 
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neſs in Man. That the wretched Sinner, nay, that the 
greateſ Saint, ſtript of every perſonal Plea, may rely 
only on the Merits ofa REDEEMER. This is the 
final Iſſue of all thoſe warm Debates, which paſs be- 
tween the afflicted Hero and his Friends. This is the 
grand Reſult of Elibu's calm Reaſoning, and of GOD 
Almighty's awful Interrogatories. The apparent Cen- 
ter this * in which all the Lines terminate; juſtly 
therefore to be conſidered, as the principal Scope. of the 
whole Work. 

I muſt not omit an excellent Obſervation, which I 
find in ſome critical and explanatory Notes, on the laſt 
Words of David The judicious Author proving, that 
this Song relates to CHRIST ; that it diſplays the Dig- 
nity of our REDEEMER, under the Character of The 
KING, and The JUST ONE ; adds, as an Explication 
of the laſt amiable and glorious Title Our LORD 
* ZESUS CHRIST is ſo called, not ſo much for hav- 
« ing fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in his own Perſon, and 
performed an unſinning Obedience to the Will of 
+ GOD, as becauſe by his Righteouſneſs imputed to 
« Us, We alſo upon the Terms of the Goſpel, are 
* juſtified, or accounted righteous before GO D.“ 

I think We may evidently diſcern the ſame Vein of 
evangelical Doctrine, running through many oi the 
P/alms. He fhall receive F, ſays our royal Author, 
the Bleſing of plenary Remiſſion from the LORD, and 
Righteouſneſs alſo from the GOD of his Salvation : even 
that perfect Righteouſneſs, which is not performed by 
Man, but befloxwed by JEHOVAH ; and which is the 
only ſolid Baſis, to ſupport our Hopes of hare 20 

ap- 


See Jeb xlii. 6. + By Dr. Grey. 

1 That is, freely; or, as the Prophet ſpeaks, without Myrey 
and without Price, For nothing is requiſite, in order to a Parti- 
cipation of CHREST and his Pencfits, but a Conviction of our ex- 
treme Need, and an humble Deſire to receive them; receive them 
as Gifts of pure Grace, to th? moſt undeſerving Creatures.--T his 
Point, which is fo intimately connected with our Comfort and 
Hope, the Reader may fee more fully ſtated in Dialogue XV. 

$ The Words of the P/a/mifi are parallel to the Language of 


the Apoſtle; FFP Ne AupCaryy Tv Cupray rug OUKGUOGUTS. 
Plal. xxiv. 5. Koo v. 17. 
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Happineſs. Here the Promiſe is made. Elſewhere 
the Pſalmiſi expreſſes his ſupreme Value for it, and in- 
tire Dependence on it. I will go forth in the Strength 
of the LORD GOD, and will make mention of thy Righ- 
teouſneſs only*. As though He had ſaid ; I will have 
Recourſe to no other Righteouſneſs for the Conſolation 
of my Soul. TI will plead no other Righteouſneſs, for 
the Recommendation of my Prayers. I will fly to no 
other Righteouſneſs, for my final Acceptance, and end- 
leſs Felicity. This is that Raiment of Needle-work 
and Clothing of wrought Gold , in which the King's 
Daughter is introduced to the adorable [JEHOVAH. 
This is that Garment for Glory and for Beauty, which 
clothed our great HIGH-PRIEST ; and deſcending to 
his very Feet, clothes and adorns the Joweſt Members 
of his myſtical Body . 

Juſtly therefore, and on the moſt rational Principles, 
does the P/almift declare; Blefſed is the People, that 
know the joyful Sound: they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the 
Light of thy Countenance, In thy Name jhall they rejoice 
all the Day: and in thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they be ex- 
alted F.—'T hey are truly bleſſed, they alone are happy, 
who 4now the joyful Sound of the Goſpel ; not only re- 
ceive it with their Ears, but admit it into their very 
Hearts: ſo as to partake of the ſacred Peace, and ſpi- 
ritual Liberty, which it proclaims. They fall walk 
in the Light of thy Countenance ; they ſhall enjoy ſuch 
Communications of thy Grace, and ſuch Manifeſtati- 
ons of thy Love, as will conſtitute the Serenity and 
Sunſhine of their Souls. In thy Name, O LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, all they rgoice; in thy 122 
Perſon, and thy infinite Merits. And not occaſionally, 
but habitually ; not barely at ſome diſtinguiſhed Inter- 
vals, but all the Day. Their Joy ſhall be as laſting, 


as 


* Pſal. lxxi. 16. There is, in the Hebreao Original, and in the 
new Tranſlation, a very emphatical Repetition; which adds Weight 
to the Sentiment, and demands a very peculiar Attention from the 
Reader: Thy Righteouſneſs, even thine only. 

+ Pſal. Ixv. 13. Theſe beautiful Images are uſed, to denote the 
rich and coſtly Nature, the diſtinguiſhed and matchleſs Excellen- 
cy, of our MEDIATOR's Righteouſneſs. 

1 Rev. i. 13. Pal. IXxXix. 15, 16. 
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as it is ſubſtantial.— And in thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they 
be exalted; ſet above the tantalizing Power of the 
World; placed beyond the laviſh Fear of Death; and 
rated, at the laſt, to a State of endiels Glory, and 
conſummate Bliſs. 

How thoroughly evangelical is this ſweet and ſera- 
phic Writer! He has Joy, He has Bleſſedneſs, and He 
looks for everlaſting Exaltation. Yet not from his 
Faith, his Repentance, and his own ſincere Obedi- 
ence. According to th is, which is the modern Scheme, 
Faith, inftead of receiving, would /zpplant the LORD 
TESUS: Repentance, inſtead of being the Gift of 
CHRIST, would become his Riva“: and ſincere Obe- 
dience, which is for the Praiſe and Glory of GOD, 
would eclip/e and impoveriſh his Grace. —But David 
adopts no fuch Sentiments. David maintains no ſuch 
Doctrine. This is the invariable Language of his 
Heart, All my Springs of Hope, of Truſt, and Conſo- 
lation, O thou adored IMMANUEL, are in Thee * 

This Senſe is the leſs precarious, I had almoſt faid 
the more certain, as it exactly correſponds with the 
Analogy of Faith, and coincides with the expreſs De- 


clarations of other Scriptures. —//azah is ſtiled the E- 


vangeliſi of the Fewiſh Church. Becauſe, more fre- 
quently than any of the Prophets He celebrates, and 
more copiouſly explains, this and other Peculiarities of 
the Goſpel. In the very firſt Chapter, He preaches 
theſe glad 'lidings; Sion fall be redeemed with Tudg- 
ment, and her Converts with Righteouſneſs. Sien, the 
Goſpel-Church, compoſed of fallen Creatures, ſome- 
time diſobedient to their GOD, and inſlaved to Sa- 
tan, ſhall be redeemed. Redcemed, not with corrup- 
tible Things, Silver and Gold, but by ſevere Judg- 
ments executed on their glorious Head, and gracious 
Repreſentative. And not by theſe only, but by Righ- 
zeouſneſs allo; by the perfect and moſt meritorious Righ- 

teouſneſs of the ſame divinely excellent Perſon . hy 
ur 


* Pſal. Ixxxvii 7. 
+ Hanc Redemptionem docet SPIRITUS SANCTUS babere Nog 
in Obedientia & Sanguine FESU CHRISTI, Iſai. i. 27. Vitringa 
in Loc. 
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Our ſacred Author bears his Teſtimony, with war- 
mer Zeal and brighter Evidence, as he proceeds in his 
incomparable Diſcourſes. Surely, ſhall one ſay (or as it 
may be rendered, only) in the LORD have I Righte- 
ouſneſs and Strength +, Pleaſe to obſerve, Theron. It 
is not faid, in my own Works, in my own Repentance, 
no, nor in my own Faith, but in the LORD JEV have 
I Righteouſneſs. Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, and 
Strength for SanCtification. An imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs, to procure my Acceptance ; an imparted Strength, 
to produce my Holineſs, The firſt, conſtituting my 
Title to the everlaſting Inheritance; the laſt, forming 
my perſonal Preparation for its Enjoyment. — Surely, 
which expreſſes a firm Perſuaſion, and an unſhaken Af- 
fiance. Only, which denotes an utrer Renunciation of 
all other Confidence, and excludes every other Ground 
of Hope. —Rzghteouſneſſes T, the Original is in the plu- 
ral Number. Which ſeems to be uſed, not without 
an important Deſign ; to inlarge the Significancy of the 
Word, and make it correſpond with the Richneſs of 
the Bleſſing. So that it may imply the Fulneſs and 
ſupereminent Excellency of this Gift of Grace; as 
comprehending whatever F, either of Suffering or of 
Obedience, is requiſite to the Juſtification of Sinners. 
—[Inſomuch that 22 the LORD) JESUS CHR SV, all the 
Seed of Hfrael ſhall not be juſtiſſed only; but rejoice ; and 
not only confide, but glory ||. 

What he had juſt now aſſerted, he exemplifies in his 
own, and in the Perſon of every true Believer { wwi/l 
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my Soul ſhall be joyful in my 
GOD ; for He hath clothed me with the Garments of Salva- 
tion, He hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, 


—'T rue 
+ Ifai. xlv. 24. 
t INPTS parallel to which, both in Conſtruction and Signifi- 


cation, is the Phraſe uſed by St. Fobn, Aixaiupale, Rev. xix, 8. 
The fine Linen is the Rightecuſneſs (properly the Righteouſneſſes) f 
the Saints. 

S Vult dicere Prepheta, in FEHOV A eſſe 1D yROPTER Cop 
Peccator reſipiſcens & credens, a Peccatis abſolvi, & jure ad Hene- 
dictionem cœleſtem donari queat ac debeat: e νjů 'F E HOV A 
proprium; ab ipſo quæ rendum; quod extra ipſum non invenitur, 

Vitringa, 
|| Ifai. xlv. 25. J Iſai, Ixi. 10. 
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— True Believers are compared in one of our ſacred 
Eclogues, to a Company of Horſes in Pharaoh's Chariot* : 
to Horſes, than which no Animal is more ſtately and 
graceful : to Egyptian Horſes, which were the beſt 
and completeſt, then in the World: to thoſe in Pha- 
raob's Chariot, which, doubtleſs, were a choice Set; 
ſelected from Thouſands; and fineſt, where all were 
fine. Here, methinks, I ſee the Compariſon realized. 
Chriſtians, endued with ſuch a Spirit, as breathes in this 
animated Text, are like a Collection of thoſe gallant 
and majeſtic Steeds ; not deſtined to low Drudgery, 
but appointed to run in the royal Chariot; all Liſe; 
full of Fire; champing the Bit, and eager tor the Chaſe. 
Nothing can more beautifully deſcribe a State of Ex- 
ultation and Ardour, then the preceding Similitude, or 
the following Words. — / will rejoice; I will greatly re- 
goice ; my very Soul, and all that is within me, /hall be 
Joyful in my GOD. Wherefore? Becauſe He has clothed 
me, undone Sinner as J am, with the Garments of Sal- 
vatiin: becaule e hath covered me, defective as all my 
Services are, with the Robe of Righteouſneſs. A Robe, 
that hides every Sin, which in Thought, Word, or 
Deed, I have committed. A Robe, which ſcreens 
from the Sword of Juſtice, the Curſe of the Law, and 
all the Vengeance which my Iniquities have deſerved. 
A Robe, which adorns and dignifies my Soul; renders 
it fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and meet for the 
Inheritance of Saints in Light. 

Having repreſented this Righteouſneſs, in a Variety 
of grand and charming Views—the Prophet farther cha- 
racterizes it, as the wnalterable and never-failing Origin 
of our Juſtification and Happineſs. This he diſplays 
by a Train of Images, bold and ſublime to the laſt 
Degree. Lift up your Eyes to the Heavens, and lock up- 
on the Earth beneath: for the Heavens ſhall vaniſh away 
like Smoke, and the Earth ſhall wax old like a Gar- 
ment; but my Salvation ſhall be for ever, and my Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſted +. Obſerve the vaſt 
Dimenſions, and the firm Foundations, both of the 


upper 


® Cant. i. 9. + Ii. li, 6, 
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upper and the lower World. How ſtrong, how ſted- 
faſt, they all appear! Vet theſe, indiſſoluble as they 
may ſeem, ſhall periſh. This mighty Globe, on which 
Mountains riſe, and Oceans roll, ſhall loſe its beautiful 
Gloſs, and be laid aſide like a decayed Garment. Even 
that mightier Concave, in which Stars are fixed, and 
Planets revolve, ſhall be deprived of its very ſuperior 
Luftre, and vaniſh away like the diſſolving Smoke. — 
But my Salvation, with all the ſpiritual and heavenly 
Bleſſings included in it, ſhall ſubſiſt and flouriſh for 
ever. And my Righteouſneſs, which is the meritorious 
Cauſe of all, ſhall never be aboliſhed. —Whether there 
be moral Virtues, they ſhall be found wanting ; whe- 
ther there be chriſian Graces, they ſhall prove ineffec- 
tual ; but my Obedience and my Satisfaction, neither 
need Addition, nor admit of Change; they are all- 
ſufficient and everlaſting. 

When Day ariſes on our benighted Hemiſphere, it 
opens and ſpreads by a gradual Increaſe. Forming, 
firſt, the grey Twilight; next, the bluſhing Morn ; 
then, the clear Shining; till all is heightened into 
the Blaze and Glow of Noon. — When Spring reviſits 
our wintry Clime, She alſo advances by gentle Degrees. 
Firſt, ſwells the Bud, and protrudes the Gem; then, 
opens the Leaf, and unfolds the Bloſſom: the Face of 
Things is continually changing for the better; and 
Nature ſhews herſelf, almoſt every Hour, in ſome new 
and more engaying Dreſs. This leiſurely Proceſs, 
renders the , Eulgence of the celeſtial Orb, more 
ſupportable ; and the vel Expanſicns of the vegetable 
Creation, more obſervable. 

So progreſſive and increafing are the Diſplays of 
FESUS CHRIST, exhibited in the Scriptures. Whoſe 
Appearance is unſpeakably.more deligbiſu] to the Soul, 
than the Emanations of orient Light are to the Eye, or 
the Graces of the vernal Scaſon to our other Senſes. 
—'The Gloom of fallen Adam was alleviated by a Ray 
from this Sun of Righteouſneſs. Abraham and the 
Patriarchs ſaw afar off the bleſſed JESU, as the Morn- 
ing ſpread upon the Mountains. — The P/almiſt 2 
10 


® Joel ii, 2, 
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phets, beheld his nearer Approaches, like the Sun up- 
on the Point of Riſing.— Jo the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts He aroſe, in perfect Luſtre and complete Beau- 
ty. The ann and Privileges, which dawned un- 
der other Diſpenſations of Religion, are brought even 
to meridian Light by the Goſpel. This I mention, 
juſt to intimate, what Vou may expect from a follow- 
ing Letter. = 
In the mean Time, let Us attend to the Prophet 
Daniel. He records a Meſſage from Heaven, which 
is more clearly deſcriptive of this great evangelical 
Bleſſing, than all the foregoing 'T'exts.—He had been 
under much Diftreis, and in great Perplexity: afflited 
for his own, and his Countrymens Sins; anxious for 
the Welfare of the choſen Nation, and the Proſperity 
of true Religion. When an Angel was diſpatched to 
the holy Mourner, with this moſt chearing News ; 
which, received by Faith, is the r:icheft Balm to a 
wounded Conſcience, and the cy Remedy for a guilty 
World. Seventy Werks are determined upon thy People, 
and upon thy holy City; to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and 
male an End of Sin; to make Reconciliation for lniquity ; 
and to bring in everlaſiing Righteouſneſs T. This Pro- 
phecy relates to the MESSIAH. It foretels, that, in 
the Fulneſs of Time, He ſhall ini the Tranjgreſſion ; 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs the Power of Corruption, by pu- 
rifying to Himſelf a peculiar People ould make an 
End of Sin d; by ſealing up or ſecreting its Guilt, and 
totally aboliſhing its concemning Power ſhould make 
Reconciliation for Iuiquity; by ſuitaining in his own Per- 
ſon the Vengeance due to Sinners, and fully ſatisfying 
the divine juſtice for all their Offences—ſhould not 
barely publiſh, but accomplith and bring in a Righteouſ- 
zeſs | ; that it may be prclented both to GOD and 
| | Man; 
Dan ix. 24. 
ky 825 | think, muſt gend Node, to 470 2. 
Had this been all, that the Angel was commiſſioned to declare, 
5 or PT would probably have been uſed.— The Word 
implic> ſuch a %ig in (the Original is the ſame) as when Abel 
brought his Sacrifice to the Altar, for the divine Acceptance; and 


Eſau brought his Veniſon into the Chamber for his Father's Ute. 
Gen, iv. 4. xXvIi. 31, | 
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Law; to Man, for the juſtihcation of his obnoxious 
Perſon—that this Righteouinels ſhould be ever/aſiing ; 
not ſuch as may be compared to the Morning Cloud, 
which pafleth away; or to the early Dew, which is 
ſoon dried up; but ſuch as will outlait the Hi//s, on 
which the latter ſhines ; and qoutlait the Skzes, through 
which the former jails. A Righteouſneſs, whoſe Me- 
rits extend to every Period and every Action of our 
Lives; and when once made ours by Imputation, re- 
mains and will remain our unalicnable Property. 
To this all the Saints, who, in ancient Generations, 
pleaſed GO D, owe their Acceptance; on this, all the 
Children of Men, who, in luture Ages, hope for his 
Mercy, mutt rely; by this the whole Aſſembly of the 
Bleſſed, ſhall be invariably and eternally precious in his 
Sight. Exalted Character! Can it be applicable to any 
T hing lets, than the Kighteouſneſs of the incarnate 
GOD? Surely, None can imagine, that Daniel would 
ſpeak in ſuch a magnificent Strain of any human Righ- 
teouineſs ; ſince, in this very Chapter, he profeſſedly 
depreciates Himiclt, his Fellow-ſaints, and all human 
Performances. | 
I fo got, in the proper Place, to confult the Pro- 
Du Jiremiab. Let Us now refer OQuriclves to his 
ctermination. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of Ju- 
dah and Iſi ael, He ſays; This is his Name, wherety He 
Hall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHT ECUSNESS, 
A Determination ſo clear and ſatisfactory, as not to 
leave, One would almoſt conclude, any Room for Ap- 
peal. Should the Senſe oi the Paflage be queſtioned, 
I think, there cannot be a more authentic Expl cation, 
than the preceding Extracts irom 1/aiah and Daniel. 
And having the un»r1mous Atteltation' oi two inſpired 
Penmen, We may venture to abide by fuch Authority, 
even in Gppoſition to fome reipectable Names. In 
the Verſe immediately roregoing, the efential Holineſs 
of the KEDEEMER was diſplayed, under, the Cha- 
racter of the KIGHT ECUS JZRANCH.— The Saxc- 
tity, which He ſhould confer on his Subjects, was in- 
timated by his executing Judgment and Juſtice in wr 
Earth. 
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Righteouſneſs is foretold and promiſed. Thus the 
ſeveral Sentences are diſtin&t; the Deſcription of the 
SAVIOUR is complete; and He appears perfectly 
ſuited to the Exigencies of a wretched World; in their 
worſt Eſtate, inflaved to Satan, and in their beſt, fall- 
ing ſhort of the Glory of GOD. 
take to be the grand and extenſive Meaning of the Pro- 
phet ; not barely, The righteous LORD; not barely, 
The LORD who infuſes Righteouſneſs into ſinful 
Souls, but the incarnate JEHOVAH +; , who me- 
diatorial Righteouſneſs is, by an Act of gracious Impu- 
tation, ours to all the Intents of Juftitication and 
Salvation, ours—as much ours for theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, 
as if We had wrought it out, cach in his own Perſon. 
Foreſeeing and contemplat ng {hte gs, the 
inraptured Zechariah cries out : / 5554 +» prent:;, O Dangh- 
ter of Sion, ſhout O Daughter f, , 1: ; brhaid, thy King 
cometh unto Thee: He is Juft. and having Sa qaatiot, lowly end 
riding upon an Aſs, and upon G ihe Fool of 9 Hs Foe 
He addreſſes himſelf to Sion anc e lem to the eccle- 
ſiaſtical and civil Community. Yer 2% enks and 
of every Character, are extoried 9 r4-/.-; to rejoice 
greatly; nay, to expreſs the joy of their ht, by loud 
Hallelujahs, and triumphant Exclama!t: 5 + What is 
the Cauſe of this general Delight ? V/ 14 con fill both 
Church and State with ſuch high faction? 7hy 
King cometh unto Thee; even that glorions ING, who 
rules in Heaven, and rules in the Lean; whoſe Ser- 
vice is Freedom, and whoſe Laws a Love. He 
is juſt; divinely righteous in his Netiire, and He com- 
eth to fulfil all Righteouſneſs in thy Stead. Having 
Salvation; hereby procuring Salvation tor his People; 
De- 


+ Ferem. xxiii. 5, 6. In theſe golden, infnitely better than 
golden Verſes, arc characterized the divine ani human Nature of 
CHRIST, together with his mediator1a! Office — The divine Na- 
ture; in that He enjoys the Honours of the GODHEAD, and 
poſſeſſes the incommunicable Name ] f HO V A H.—The human 
Nature; in that He was to be rarſed up unto David, and ſpring as 
a Branch from his Root.—The mediaterial Office; in that He is 
the Righteouſneſs of his People, and the Salvation of Sinners, 

8 Zech. Ix. #O 


This therefore 1 
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Deliverance from Sin, from Death, and Hell; from 
every Evil Thou deſerveſt, and from every Miſery 
Thou feareſt. That none may be diſcouraged, 
and none deterred from applying to this PRINCE or 
Peace, He is, amidſt all hap, Phan of his Sove- 
reignty, lowly : does not abhor the Baſeſt, will not 
deſpiſe the Meaneſt: to the Poor his Goſpel is preach- 
ed, and for the Guilty his Benefits are intended. 
As a Proof of this moſt amiable and condeſcending 
Goodneſs, He will ride, not like the Conquerors of 
old, in a triumphal Chariot, or on a richly capari- 
ſoned Steed, but upon the moſt deſpicable of all Ani- 
mals, an Aſs: nay, what is ſtill more deſpicable, on 


a rude undiſciplined Colt, the wayward Foal of an 
Aſs *. 


And 


* Becauſe ſome profane Scoffers have preſumed to ridicule this 
very remarkable Incident of our LORD's Life, ſome Interpreters 
of Note have endeavoured to reſcue it from their abuſive Attempts, 
by obſerving,—-** That the Faſtern Aſſes are much larger and 
% more graceful than ours. That Patriarchs and Judges thought 
* it no Diſgrace to ride upon them.“ 

This Obſervation has, I fear, more of falſe Delicacy, than of 
real Truth, or Chriſtian Simplicity. In the Patriarchal Ages, I 
acknowledge, Perſons of high Diſtinction thought it no Diſho- 
nour, in their Journies and Proceſſions, to appear on this Ani- 
mal. But I very much queſtion, whether the ſame Faſhion ſuh- 
uſted, or the fame Way of Thinking, prevailed, in the Reign of 
Tiberius Ceſar. See Fam. iii. 3,—Nay, I am ſtrongly inclined to 
ſuſpect, that this plain primitive Cuſtom was ſuperſeded, even in 
the Days of Zechariah, Por, long before this Time I find, that 
Solomon bad four thouſand Stalls of Horſes for bis Chaniets, and 
tꝛoelve thouſand Ilir ſimen; 2nd that Horſes were breught to Him out 
of Egypt; and divers other Countries, 1 Kings iv. 26. x. 28, 29. 
From this Period, it is probable, none but the poor and inferior 
Sort of People rode upon Alles. When Iſalab propheſied, Tbe 
Land vas full of Horſes, Iſai. ii. 7. Under the Perſian Mo- 
narchy, Horles were in ſtill higher Repute. Well therefore might 
Zechariab ſay, with Wonder and Delight-—/-w!iy and riding ups 
an Aſs ! 

Was it a mean, Attitude > Fxreedingly mean? Mean even to 
Contempt ? I make no ſcruple to grant it: nay, I make my 
Boaſt of it! It is for the Honour of my LORD's Condeſcenſi- 
on: it is for the utter Confuſion of all worldly Pomp and 
Grandeur: and it is for the unſpeakable Comfort of my finful 
$0ul..-Moſt charming Humility ! Moſt indearing Gentleneſe! 
HE, who rideth upon the Haven, as it were upon an Herſe, and 


make 
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And now - ſince my Theron confeſſes Himſelf to be 
miſerable, and poor, and naked: ſince the Eyes of his 
Underſtanding are inlightened, to ſee the Impurity of 
his Heart, the Impertection of his Righteouſneſs, and 
that he is, in himſelf, a loſt undone Sinner what 
Advice, chearing and falutary, ſhall I give? O!] let 
Him liſten to an Adviſer, infinitely more able and com- 
paſſionate. Liſten to Him, who is the Antient of Days, 


and the Wiſdom of GOD; I counſel Thee, ſays the bleſ- 


ſed FESUS, to buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, that Thou 
mayeſt be rich; and white Raiment, that Thou mayeſt be 
clothed \|.—Gold What can this denote, but all thoſe 
ſpiritual "Treaſures, which are hid in CHRIST? 
Which are, in Meaſure, unſearchable ; in Value, in- 
eſtimable; in Duration, eternal. bite Raiment ! 
Surely this muſt ſignify the Righteouſneſs of our RE- 
DEEMER ; which is all Purity, and all Perfection. 
Which clothes the Soul, as a moſt ſuitable and com- 
modious Garment ; which covers every Deformity and 
every vin ; and preſents the Believer, free from Shame, 
and free from Blemiſh, before the Throne of the MA- 
JESTY in the Heavens. 

This, to uſe the delicate Language, and amiable 
Images of 1/azah—— This Doctrine, embraced by a 
realizing Faith, 7s the only Pillow of Reſt, wherewith 
Ye may cauſe the weary and heavy-laden Soul to find 
Repoſje ; and this is the 3 Cordial, prepared by 
infinite Mercy, for the Refre/bment of anxious and deſ- 
2 e aue O! Let Us not be in the 


umber of thoſe proud and refractory Creatures, who, 
though 


maketh the Clouds bis Chariot, to atone for my Pride, and to en- 
courage my Hope, diidained not, in the Days of his Fleſh, to ride 
upon an Ass. 

They, who would dignify this Action, any otherwiſe than from 
its ever to be admired Abaſement, ſeem to have forgotten the 
Stable and the Manger. They, who are HFended at this Circum- 
itance, and aſhamed to own their LORD in his deep Humiliation, 
have but very imperfectly learned the Apettle's Leſſon; GOD for- 
bid, that T jhould glory, ſave in the CRoss of CHRIST FESUS 


my LORD. 
Rev. iii. 18. 


— 
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though ey infinitely needed, yet would not hear || the 
gracious News, nor receive the untpeakable Beneht. — 
In this Reſpect, and in this moſt eminently, is that 
other Saying, of the ſame ſublime Teacher, true; The 
LOND of Hoſts ſhall be for a Crown of Glory, and for a 
Diadem of Beauty, to the Refidue of his People T? Shall 
we tear irom our Temples, or reject with Diſdain, this 
unfading and heavenly Ornament; in order to ſubſti- 
tute a mean and tawdry Chaplet of our own ? 

Let me add a pertinent Paſſage from one of our ad- 
mired dramatic Writers. Which, if proper in his Senſe, 
will be incomparably more ſo, according to ar Man- 
ner of Application, 


It were contemning, 
With impious ſelf-ſufficient Arrogance, 
This Bounty of our OD, not do accept, 
With every Mark of Honcur, fuch a Gift. 


I might proceed to urge this Expoſtulation of the 
Poet, as I might eaſily have multiplied my Quota- 
tions from holy Writ. But, ſtudious of Brevity, I 
leave both, without farther Inlargement, to your own 
Meditation. Yet, more ſtudious of my Friend's Hap- 
pineſs, I cannot conclude without wiſhing Him an In- 
tereſt, a clear and eſtabliſhed Intereſt, in this everlaſt- 
ing Righteoutneſs of CHRIST. For fo, and only fo, 
can He have ever/o/ting Conſolation and good Hope thro' 
Grace. 


Inviolably Nur, 


AsyasS10, 


P. S. Oppoſite to the Room in which I write, is a 
moſt agreeable Proſpect of the Gardens and the 
Fields. Theſe, covered with Herbage, and loaded 
with Corn: H adorned with Flowers, and abound- 
ing with Eſculents. All appearing wich fo florid and 
ſo beautiful an Aſpect, that they really ſeem, in Con- 
formity to tae P/2/mi/i's Deſcription, even to laugh 

|| Tal, xxvili. 12, ; 1 lai, x#viii. g. | 


Vor. II, and 
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and ſing.— Let me juſt obſerve, That all theſe fine 
Scenes, all theſe rich Productions ſprung from 
what? From the Diſſolution of their reſpective Seeds. 
'The Seeds, planted by the Gardener, and the Grain 
ſowed by the Huſbandman, firſt periſhed in the 
Ground, and then the copious Increaſe aroſe. 

Much in the ſame Manner, a true Faith in 
CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs ariſes - from what? 
From the Ruins of Self- ſufficiency, and the Death of 
perſonal Excellency. Let me therefore intreat my 

Theron, ſtill to take the Diary for his Counſellor ; 
ſtill to keep an Eye on the Depravity of his Nature, 

and the Miſcarriages of his Life. The more clearly 
We ſee, the more deeply We feel, our Guilt and 
our Miſery, the more highly ſhall We value the 
Obedience of our bleſſed SURETY. In ſuch a 
Heart, Faith will flouriſh as a Roſe, and lift up its 
Head as a Cedar in Lebanon. To ſuch a Soul, the 
great REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs will be wel- 
come, as Waters to the thirſty Soil, or as Rivers in 
the ſandy Deſert. 


LETTER Y. 


AsPASIO fo THERON. - 


Dear TRERON, 


IVE me leave to relate an uncommon Acci- 
dent; which happened a little while ago, in this 
Neighbourhood ; and of which I myſelf was a Spec- 
tator. The Day was the Sabbath; the Place ap- 
propriated to divine Worſhip, was the Scene of this 
remarkable Affair. 
A Boy came running into the Church, breathleſs 


and trembling. He told, but in a low Voice, ew 
| who 


= 
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who ſtood near, that a Preſs-Gang was advancing, 
to beſiege the Doors, and arreſt the Sailors. 42 
Alarm was immediately taken. The Seamen, with 
much Hurry, and no ſmall Anxiety, began to ſhift for 
themſelves. The reſt of the Congregation, perceiv- 
ng an unuſual Stir, were ſtruck with Surpriſe. A 

hiſper of Inquiry ran from Seat to Seat ; which in- 
creaſed, by Degrees, into a confuſed Murmur. No 
One could inform his Neighbour ; therefore, every 
One was left to folve the Appearance, from the Sug- 
geſtions of a timorous Imagination. Some ſuſpected, 
the Town was on Fire. Some were apprehenſive of 
an Invaſion from the Speriards. Others looked up, 
and looked around, to ſee if the Walls were not giv- 
ing way, and the Roof falling upon their Heads.—In 
a few Moments, a general Conſternation was ſpread 
thro' the Aﬀembly. The Men ſtood like Statues, in 
ſilent Amazement, and unavailing Perplexity. The 
Women ſhrieked aloud ; fell into Fits; ſunk to the 
Ground in a Swoon. All was Frepidation and tumul- 
tuous Clamour.—Drowned was the Preacher's Voice, 
and quite diſregarded his Meſſage. Had he ſpoke in 
Thunder, He would ſcarce have been heard. 'Þ'o have 
gone on with his Work, amidit ſuch a prodigious Fer- 
ment, would have been like arguing with a Whirl- 
wind, or talking to a Tempeſt. 

This brought to my Mind that great tremendous Day, 
when the Heavens will paſs away; when the Earth 
will be diſſolved; and all its Inhabitants receive their 
hnal Doom. If, at ſuch Incidents of very inferior 
Dread, our Hearts are ready to fail; what anknown 
and inconceivable Aſtoniſhment muſt ſeize the guilty 
Conſcience, when the Hand of the ALMIGHTY 
ſhall open thoſe unparalleled Scenes of Wonder, De- 


+ The Reader, it is hoped, will excuſe whatever may appear 
leu, or favour of the Plebeian, in any of theſe Circumſtances, If 
Aſpaſio had ſet Himſelf to inwent the Deſcription of a Pannic, He 
would probably have formed it upon ſome more raiſed and digni- 
fied Incident. But as this was a real Matter of Fa&, which lately 
happened in one of our Sea-Porr Towns; Truth, even in a plain 
Drels, may poſſibly be no leſs acceptable than Fiction, tricked up 
in the moſt ſplendid Embelliſhments, 


G 2 ſolation, 
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ſolation, and Horror! When the Trumpet ſhall 

ſound—the Dead ariſe the World be in Flames the 
JUDGE on the Throne —and all Mankind at the 
Bar? 

The Trumpet fall ſound, ſays the prophetic Teacher. 
And how ſtartling, how ſtupendous the Summons ! 
r equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard 
thro' all the Regions of the Univerſe, or all the Revo- 
Jutions of IJime.— When conflicting Armies have i/- 
charged the bellowing Artillery of War, or when vic- 
torious Armies have ſcuted for Joy of the Conqueſt. 
the Seas and Shores have rung, the Mountains and 
Plains have echoed, But the Shout of the Arch-angel 
and the Trump of GOD, will reſound tom Pole to 
Pole. Will pierce the Center, and ſhake the Pillars of 
Heaven. —Stronger, ſtronger ſtil!! It will penetrate 
even the Receſſes of the Tomb. It will pour its amaz- 
ing Thunder into the Abodes of Silence. The Dead, 
the very Dead, ſhall hear. 

When the Trumpet has ſounded, the Dead ſball a- 
riſe. In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, the 
Graves open ; the monumental Piles are cleft aſunder ; 
and the Nations under Ground ſtart into Day. What 
an immenſe Harveſt of Men and Women, ſpring- 
ing up from the Caverns of the Earth, and the Depths 
of the Sea! Stand a-while my Soul, and conſider the 
wonderful Spectacle.— Aaam formed in Paradiſe, and 
the Babe born but Yeſterday, the earlieſt Ages, and 
lateſt Generations, meet upon the ſame Level, Fes 
and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, People of all 
Climes and Languages, unite in the promiſcuous 
Throng. Here, thoſe vaſt Armies, which, like 
Swarms of Locuſts, covered Countries; which, with 
an irreſiſtible Sweep, over-run Empires; here they all 
appear, and here they all are loſt. Loſt, like the ſmall} 
Prop of a Bucket, when plunged into the unfathom- 
able and boundleſs Ocean. O! the Multitudes ! 
the Multitudes ! which theſe Eyes ſhall ſurvey, when 
GOD calleth the Heavens from above, and the Earth 
that He may judge his People. What Shame muſt fluſh 
the guilty Cheek! What Anguiſh wound the N 

reaſt 
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Breaſt! To have all their #/:hy Practices, and ij 
Tempers, expoſed before this innumerable Croud of 
Witneſſes !—Fly, my Theron; and fly, my Soul; in- 
ſtantly let us fly, earneſciy let Us fly, to the purifying 
Blood of JESUS. That all our Sins may be blotted 
out; that We may be found anb/ameable and unreprove- 
able, in the Pretence of the aſſembled World; and, 
what is infinitely more to be revered, in the Sight of 
the LORD GOD omnipotent. 

When the Swarm ifſues, the Hive will rn. There 
is no more Need of this habitable Globe. "The Elec 


have fought the good Fight, and finiſhed their Courſe. 


The Wicked have been tried, and found incorrigible. 
The important Drama is ended: every Actor has per- 


formed his Part: now therefore the Scenes are taken 
down, and the Stage is demoliſhed. Mee be to .. 


Earth, and to the Works thereof Its Streams are tutu— 
ed into Pitch, its Duſt into Brimitone ; and the Breath 
of the ALMIGHTY, like a Torrent of Fire, inkin- 
dles the Whole! See! fee! how the Conflagration 
Tages—ſpreads—prevails over all! The Foreſts are in. 
a Blaze, and the Mountains are wrapt in Flame. Ci- 
ties, Kingdoms, Continents, fink in the burning De- 


luge. London, Britain, Europe are no more. hro* 


all the Receptacles of Water, thro' all the Tracts of 
Land, thro' the whole Extent of Air, nothing is diſ- 
cernable, but one vaſt, prodigious, fiery Ruin.— 
Where now are the Treaſures of the Covetous ? Where 
the Paſſeſſions of the Mighty? Where the Delights of 
the Voluptuous ? How wiſe, how happy are they, 
whoſe Portion is lodged in heavenly Manſions! Whoſe 
Inheritance is incorruptible, and undefiled ! Such as the 
laſt Fire cannot reach, nor the Diſſolution of Nature 
impair. | 

But fee! The azure Vault cleaves. The Expanſe of 
Heaven is rolled back like a Scroll : and the JUDGE, 
the JUDGE appears! He cometh, cries a mighty Se- 
raph, the Herald of lis Approach, He cometh to judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs, and minifker true Judgment 
unto the People !—He :ometh, not as formerly, in the 
Habic of a Servant, but clad with uncreated Glory, 
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and magnificently attended with the Armies of Hea- 
ven. Angels and Arch- angels ſtand before Him, and 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand of thoſe celeſtial Spi- 
rits miniſter unto Him. —Behold Him, ye faithful Fol- 
lowers of the LAMB ; and wonder and love. This is 
HE, who bore all your Iniquities on the ignominious 
Croſs. This is HE, who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs 
for the Juſtification of your Perſons. —Behold Him, ye 
Deſpiſers of his Grace; and wonder and periſh. This 
is HE, whoſe merciful Overtures you have contemned, 
and on whoſe precious Blood you have trampled. 

The great white Throne“, beyond Deſcription au- 
guſt and formidable, is erefted. The KING of Hea- 
ven, the LORD of Glory, takes his Seat on the dread- 
ful Tribunal. Mercy, on his Right-hand, diſplays the 
Olive-branch of Peace, and holds forth the Crown of 
Righteouſneſs. Juſtice, on his Left, poiſes the impar- 
tial Scale, and unſheaths the Sword of Vengeance. 
While Viſaom and Holineſs, brighter than ten thouſand 
Suns, beam in his divine Aſpect. What are all the 
preceding Events, to this new Scene of Dignity and 
Awe? Ten thouſand Thunders ſounding in the Arch- 
angels Trumpet ; the Blaze of a burning World, and 
the ſtrong Convulſions of expiring Nature; the unnum- 
bered Myriads of human Creatures, ſtarting into inſtan- 
taneous Exiſtence; and thronging the aſtoniſhed Skies; 
all thete teem familiar Incidents, compared with the 
Appearance of the incarnate JEHOVAH. — Amaze- 
ment, more than Amazement, is all around. Terror 
and Glory unite in their Extremes. From the Menace 
of his majeſtic Eye, from the iniupportable Splendors 
of his Face, the Earth itſelf and the very Heavens fee 
away ||. How then ? Oh! how ſhall the Ungodly 
fand! Stand in his angry Preience, and draw near to 
this conſuming Fire? 

Vet draw near they muſt, and take their Tryal— 
their deciſive Tryal at his righteous Bar. Every Ac- 
tion comes under Examination. For each idle Word, 
they mult give Account. Not fo much as a ſecret 
Thought eſcapes this exact Scrutiny.— The Criminals, 

the 


Rv. 25, 11. [| Rev. xx. 11, 
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the impenitent Criminals, can neither conceal their 
Guilt, nor elude the Sentence. They have to do with 
a Sagacity, too keen to be deceived ; with a Power, 
too /lrong to be reſiſted; and (O! terrible, terrible 
Conſideration !) with a Severity of moſt juſt Diſplea- 
ſure, that will never relent, ever be intreated more.— 
What ghaſtly Deſpair lours on their pale Looks! What 
racking Agonies rend their diſtracted Hearts! The 
bloody Ax and the torturing Wheel, are Eaſe, and 
Down, compared with their prodigious Woe. And 
(O holy GOD! wonderful in thy Doings! fearful in 

dgments!) even this prodigious Woe is the gen- 
tleſt of\Viſitations, compared with that Indignation 
and Wrath, which are hanging over their guilty Heads 
— which are even now falling on all the Sons of Rebel- 
lion—which will plunge them deep in aggravated and 
endleſs Deſtruction. 


And is there a laſt Day? And muſt there come 
A ſure, a fix d, irrevocable Deam ? 


Surely then, to uſe the Words of a pious Pretate +, 
it ſhould be the main Care of our Lives and Deaths, 
« what ſhall give Us Peace and Acceptation before the 
« dreadful Tribunal of GOD. What but Righteouſ- 
« neſs? What Righteouſneſs or whoſe? Ours or 
* CHRIST's? Ours in the inherent Graces wrought 
« in Us, in the holy Works wrought by Us? Or 
« CHRIST's, in his moſt perfect Obedience and me- 
„ ritorious Satisfaction, wrought for Us, and applied 
* to Us? The Popiſb Faction is for the former. We 
« Preteflants are for the latter. GOD is as direct on 
« our Side, as his Word can make Him; every where 
„ blazoning the Defects of our own Righteouſneſs, 
« every where extolling the perfect Obedience of our 
« REDEEMER's.” 

Behold! ſays the everlaſting KING, I lay in Sion for 
a Foundation, a Stone ; a tried Stone; a precious Corner- 
flone: a ſure Foundation: HE THAT BELIEVETH, SHALL 
NOT MAKE HASTE ||. As this Text contains ſo noble 

+ Biſhop Hall | Iſai, xxvili. 16, 
G 4 a Diſ- 
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a Di'play of our SAVIOUR's conſummate Ability for 
his great Work ; as it is admirably calculated, to pre- 
ſerve the Mind from diſtreſſing Fears, and to ſettle it 
in a ſteady Tranguillity ; You will give me leave to 
touch it curſorily with my Pen. Jutt as I ſhould deſ- 


cant upon it in Converſation, was I now fitting in one 


of your agreeable Arbors, and enjoying your more a- 


greeable Company. 


How beautiful the Gradation! How lively the De- 
ſcription ! and how very important the practical Im- 
provement! Or I might ſay, the Inſcription that is en- 
graven on this wonderful Stone. Behold! Intended to 
rouſe and fix our moſt attentive Regard. The GOD 


of Heaven ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and every Syliable is 


Balm; every Sentence is rich with Conſolation, If e- 
ver therefore We have Ears to hear, let it be to this 
SPEAKER, and on this Occaſion. | 

A Stone. Every Thing elſe is ſliding Sand, is yield- 
ing Air, 1s a breaking Bubble. Wealth will prove a 
vain Shadow ; Honour an empty Breath ; Pleaſure a 
deluſory Dream; our own Righteouſneſs a Spider's 
Web. If on theſe We rely, Difappointment muſt en- 
fue, and Shame be inevitable. Nothing but CHRIST, 


nothing but CHRIST, can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual 


Intereſts, and realize our Expectations of true . 
And, -blefſed be the divine Goodneſs ! He is, for this 
Purpoſe, not a Stone only, but | 

A tried Stone. Tried, in the Days of his Humanity, 
by all the Vehemence of Temptations, and all the 
Weight of Afflictions: yet, like Gold from the Fur- 
nace, rendered, more ſhining and illuſtrious by the tiery 
Scrutiny.—'T'ried, under the Capacity of a SAVIOUR, 
by Millions and Millions of depraved, wretched, ruin- 
ed Creatures; who have always found Him perfectly 


able, and as perfechiy awilling, to expiate the moit enor- 


mous Guilt—to deliver from the moſt inveterate Cor- 
ruptions—and fave, to the very uttermoſt, all that come 

unto GOD thro' Him. 
A Corner-fione. That not only ſuſtains, but unites 
the Edifice: incorporating both Jews and Gentiles, 
Believers of various Languages, and manifold Deno- 
| minations 
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minations here, in one harmonious Bond of Brotherly 
Love—hereafter, in one common Participation of eter- 
nal Joy. 

A precious Stone. More precious than Rubies; the 
Pearl of great Price ; And the Defire of all Nations, 
Precious, with regard to the divine Dignity ot his Per- 
ſon, and the unequalled Excellency of his mediatorial 
Offices. In theſe, and in all reſpects, greater than 
Fonah wiſer than Solomon— fairer than tfe Chil- 
dren of Men — chiefeſt among ten thouſand 
and, to the awakened Sinner, or inlightened Believer, 
altogether lavelys. 

A ſure Foundation f. Such as no Preſſure can ſhake: 
equal, more than equal to every Weight ; even to Sin, 
the heavicit Load in the World. The Rock of 
Ages ſuch as never has failed, never will fail, thoſe 
humble Penitents, who cat their Burden upon the 


LORD REDEEMER; who roll all “their 
G 5 Guwilt, 


* Cant. v. 16. + PFiundimentun fund it iſſimum. 


* Roll—this is the exact Senſe of the ſacred Phraſe TT 2 53 
Pſal. xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am not ignorant, that 
ſome People have preſumed to cenſure, and many have been /by of 
uſing, this bold and vigorous Metaphor. Which nevertheleſs ap- 
pears to me, of all others the moſt juit, the moſt ſignificant, and 
therefore the moſt truly beautiful. 

A Burden, that is manzgeable and comparatively light, We caf, 
we throw, But that which is extremely ponderous and quite un- 
wieldly, we move only by 1olling, Accordingly, Stones of an 
enormous Size, are called by the Oriential Writers, Stones of Rol. 
ling, Ezra v. 8. Conſider the Expreſſion in this View, and ne- 
thing can repreſent, with greater or with equal Energy, that pro- 
digious Load, which, heavier than the Sand of the Sea, oppreiles 
the guilty Conſcience. By ſubltituting any other Word, We 
infeeble and dilute the Senſe : We loſe the capital and ſtriking 
Idea. 

Vain Man Twzuld be tviſe, Let Him. not then, for ths Credit 6: 
his Ingenuity, adventure to correct the Language of Omnitcicnce 
Thus, if any Thing in Nature, is 

Periculsſe plenum Opus Alte, 


This will be ſure to diſcover, not his fine Taſte, but his greveirng 
Apprehenſion, and his rampant Pride. To improve, with the 
Painter's Bruſh, the gloveing Colours of the Rainbow); to height- 

10 


en, by Fuller's Soap, the Luſtre of the new ſallen Snows; wou 
| 157 
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Guilt, and fix their whole Hopes, on this immove- 
able Baſis,.— Or, as the Words may be rendered, A 
Foundation * A Foundation! There is a fine Spirit of 
Vehemency in this Sentence, thus underſtood. It 
ſpeaks the Language of Exultation, and expreſſes an 
important Diſcovery. That which Mankind infinitely 
want ; that which Multitudes ſeek, and find not ; it 
is here! it is here! This, this is the Foundation for 
their Pardon, their Peace, their eternal Felicity. 
Wheoſoever believetb, though preſſed with Adverſities, 
or ſurrounded by Dangers, Sall not make haſte . But 
free from tumultuous and perplexing Thoughts, pre- 
ſerved from raſh and precipitate Steps, He ſhall poſſeſs 
his Soul in Patience. Knowing the Sufficiency of thoſe 
Merits, and the Fidelity of that Grace, on which he 
has repoſed his Confidence, ſhall quietly and without 
Perturbation wait for an expected End. And not 
only amidſt the perilous or diſaſtrous Changes of Life, 
but even in the Day of everlaſting Judgment, ſuch 
Perſons ſhall fand with Boldneſs. They ſhall /ook up 
to the grand ARBI TRATO R oo round, on 
all the Solemaity of his Appearance ——οο, forward, 


to 


de a more modeſt Attempt, and a much eaſier Task, than to make 
an Index expurgaterius, or a Table of Errata, when the SPIRIT 
of Inſpiration dictates. 


* go 


+ Shall not make haſte, wy ND This metaphorical Expreſſi- 
on, though it might be very intelligible to an Hebrew, is to an 
EZngl:ſb Reader, like ſome fine Picture placed in a diſadvantagecus 
Light. We may poſſibly illuſtrate the Prophet's Meaning, and 
exemplify his Aſſertion, if We compare the Conduct of M:ſes, 
with that of the Iſcuelites, on viewing the fatal Cataſtrophe of Da- 
than and Abiram, —When the Earth trembled under their Feet 3 
when the Ground opened its horrid Jaws; when the preſump! uous 
Sinners went down. alive into the Pit; when the tremendous 
Chaſm cloſed upon the ſcreaming Wretches; the Children of 
Iſrael, it is written, fed at the Cry of them. Fed, in wild and 
haſty Confuſion ; for they ſaid, Leſt the Earth ſwallew up Us alſo. 
—But Moſes, who de nounced the dreadful Boom; Moſer, * 
was ſure of the divine Protection; Meſes made no ſuch precipitate 
or diſorderly baſte. He ſtood calm and compoſed : ſaw the whole 
alarming Tranſaction, without any uneaſy Emotions of Fear, or 
any unneceſſary Attempts to eſcape. So that bis Behaviour ſeerns 
ro be a very good Comment on 1ſaiab's Phraſe, dee Namb, xvi. 
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to the unalterable Sentence 
ety, nor fear Damnation. 


and neither fee] Anxi- 


Such, in that Day of Terrors, ſhall be ſeen 

To face the Thunders with a godlike Mein. 

The Planets drop; their Thoughts, are fixed above : 
The Center ſhakes ; their Hearts diſdain to move. ' 


This Portion of Scripture, which, I hope, will both 
delight and edify my Friend, recals our Attention te 
the Subject of my preſent Letter to thoſe propitia- 
tory Sufferings, and that juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
which, imputed to Sinners, are the Ground of their 
Comfort, and the Strength of their Salvation. 
And what ſay the Writers of the New Teſtament up- 
on this Point? They, whoſe Underſtandings were 
opened by the WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR,“ 
to diſcern the Meaning of the antient Oracles. Who 
muſt therefore be the moſt competent Judges of their 
true Import, and our ſureſt Guides in ſettling their 
Senſe. Do they patronize our Interpretation of the 
Prophets? Do they ſet their Seal to the Authenticity 
of our Doctrine? 

St. Luke, in his eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, has preſerved 
this weighty Declaration of the Apoſtles; We believe, 
that, through the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, We ſball be ſaved, even as they “. Here 
the Thing is implied. St. Peter, in the Introduction 
to one of his Theological Epiſtles, thus addreſſes his 
happy Correſpondents: Jo them that have obtained ke 
precious Faith, in the Righteouſneſs | of our GO D and 
SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. Here the 
Point is expreſly aſſerted. With equal Clearneſs is 
the Doctrine delivered by Matthew the Evangelift ; 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of GOD and his Righteouſ- 


neſs. 
Acts xv. 11. 


+ 2. Pet. i. 1. The Phraſe is Ti5iv & dixeoovm. If We 
retain the common Tranſlation, it proves anvuther very morren - 
tous Truth, that the Righteouſneſs of cur GOD, even of our S A- 
VIOUR FESUS CHRI>T, is the one meritortous procuring Cauſe 
of all Spiritual Blelhngs; of Faith, as well as of Fruition; of 
Grace, as well as of Glory, 
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neſs ® What can the Kingdom of GOD mean? 
An Experience of the Power, and an Enjoyment of 
the Privileges of the Goſpel. What are we to under- 
ſtand by his Righteouſneſs? Surely, the Righteouſneſs 
which is worthy of this grand Appellation, and pecu- 
liar to that bleſſed Inftitution. 

St. Paul informs Us, what is the great and diſtin- 
guiſhing Peculiarity of the Goſpel; Therein the Righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD is revealed. from Faith to Faith. As 
this Text leads Us into the Epiſtle to the XKomans 
as this Epiſtle is, for the Propriety of its Method, as 
well as for the Importance of its Doctrine, ſingularly ex- 
cellent—it may not be emiſs, to examine its Structure, 
and inquire into its Deſign. 

The Apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous People: who 
had been converted, partly from Tudaiſm, partly 
from Gentiliſm. His Aim is, to ſtrike at the very 
Root of their former Errors reſpectively to turn 
them ab to the ſuperabundant Grace of G OD, 
and eſtabliſh them /o/ely on the all-ſuficient Merits of 
CHRIST. 

The Gentiles were, for the moſt Part, groſly igno- 
rant of GOD, and ſtupidly negligent of inviſible In- 
tereſts. If any among them had a Senſe of Religion, 
their Virtues, they imagined, were meritorious of all 
that the DEITY could beſtow. If they fell into Sin; 
Sin, they ſuppoſed, might eaſily be obliterated by Re- 
pentance ; or compenſated by a Train of Sacrifices 4. 
A few of their judicious Sages taught, that the 

moſt 


| Matt. vii. 33. 

+ See Wifi Animadverſiones Irenicæ. Cap. vit—A choice 
little Pirce of pr/emical Divinity, perhaps the very beſt that is ex- 
tant. In which the moſt important Controverſies are fairly ſtated, 
accurately diſcuſſ-d, and judiciouſly determined; with a Perſpicuity 
of Senſe, and a Solidity of Reaſoning, that are exceeded by no- 
thing, but the remarkable Conciſeneſs, and the fill more remark- 
able Candour of the Sentiments. ; 

The Oeconomia Feed:rum, written by the ſame Hand, is a Body 
of Divinity; in its Method fo ell digeſted—in its Doctrines ſo 
truly evangelical—and (what is not very uſual with our ſyſtematic 
Writers) in its Language ſo refined and elegant—in its Manner fo 
affectionate and animating that I would venture to recommend 


it, to every young S. udent in Divinity; I would not ſcruple to 
11 
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moſt probable Means of ſecuring the divine Favour, 
was a ſincere Reformation of Life. 

The Fews, it is well known, placed a mighty De- 
pendence on their Affinity to Abraham, and the Cove- 
nant made with their Fathers; on their Adherence to 
the Letter of the moral Law, and their ſcrupulous Per- 
formance of ceremonial Inſtitutions.—Gentiles and Fervs 
agreeing in this Miſtake, that they looked for the Par- 
don of Guilt, and the Attainment of Happineſs, from 
ſome Services done, or ſome Qualities acquired by 
Themſelves. 

Againſt theſe Errors the zealous Apoſtle draws his 
Pen. He enters the Liſts like a true Champion of 
CHRIST, in the moſt ſpirited and heroic Manner ima- 
err Jam not aſhamed of the Goſpel of CHRIST: 

or, however it may be deemed Fooliſhneſs by the po- 

lite Greets, or prove a Stumbling-block to the carnal 
Jeaus, it is the Power of GOD unto * Salvation: is the 
grand Inſtrument, which he has ordained for this 
bleſſed Purpoſe, and which he will certainly crown 
with the defired Succeſs. Should it be aſked ; Whence 
has the Goſpel this very peculiar Power ? Becauſe, 
therein a Richteouſneſs is revealed ; a true and perfect 
Righteouſneſs, which furniſhes a ſolid Title to eternal 
Life — What Righteouſneſs is this? The Righteouſ- 
neſs not of Man, but of GOD. Which was promiſed 
by GOD in the Scriptures ; was introduced by GOD 
in the Perſon of his SON; and, on Account of its 
conſummate Excellency, is both acceptable and avail- 
able in his Sight. 

This Righteouſneſs is from Faith to Faith + : held 
forth, as it were, by an offering GOD, and appre- 
hended by a believing Soul. Who, firſt, gives a firm 

ent 


risk all my Reputation upon the Merits of this Performance: 
and I cannot but lament it, as one of my greateſt Loſſes, that 
J was no ſooner acquainted with this moſt excellent Author.— 
All whoſe Works, have ſuch a Delicacy of Compolition, and ſuch 
a ſweet Savour of Holineſs, that I know not any Compariſon 
more proper to repreſent their true Character, than che go/den Hot 
whith bad Manna; and was—outwardly, bright with burniſhed 
Gold—inwardly, rich with heavenly Food. 
* Rom. i. 16. + Rom, i, 17, 
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ent to the Goſpel ; then, cordially accepts its Bleſ- 
ſings. From a Conviction that the Doctrine is true, 
paſſes to a Perſuaſion, that the Privileges are his own. 

— When this is effected, a Foundation is laid for 
all Happineſs; a Principle is wrought, to produce all 


 Holinets. 


But why was it requiſite, that ſuch a Righteouſneſs 
ſhould be provided by GOD, and e in the 
Goſpel ?—Becauſe, neither the Gentiles nor the Jews 
had, or could attain any Righteouſneſs of their own ; 
and this Righteouſneſs, tho” ſo abſolutely neceſſary for 
their fallen State, was infinitely remote from all hu- 
man Apprehenſions. The latter Aſſertion is ſelf-evi- 
dent. The former is particularly demonſtrated. 
Firſt, with regard to the Gentiles; the Generality of 
whom, were abandoned to the nipþit ſcandalous Ex- 


ceſſes; and they who had eſcaped the groſſer Polluti- 


ons, fell ſhort in the Duties of natural Religion. 
Next, with regard to the Jews; many of whom lived 
in open Violation of the external Commandment; not 
One of them acted up to the internal Purity, required 
by the Maſaic Precepts. From which Premiſes, this 
Concluſion is deduced ; that each of them had tranſ- 
greſſed even their own Rule of Action; that all of 
them were, on this Account, . utterly inexcuſable ; 
therefore by the Works of the Law, whether dictated 
by Reaſon, or delivered by Moſes, ns Fleſb can be juſti- 
4 F. 

2 any ſhould imagine, that Righteouſneſs may be 
obtained, if not by a Conformity to the Law of Na- 
ture, or the Law of Moſes, yet by an Obſervation of 
Evangelical Ordinances, He farther declares ; That 
Sinners are juſtified freely, without any regard to their 
own Endowments ; through the Redemption, the com- 
plete Redemption of JESUS CHRIST}. After ſuch 
a Manner, as may lay them low in Humiliation, even 
while it exalts them to the Kingdom of Heaven. Af- 
ter ſuch a Manner, as may bring Life and Salvation to 
their Souls, while all the Glory reverts to GOD the 
FATHER and his SON JESUS CHRIST. 


In 


+ Rom. iii. 20. Rom. iii. 24. 
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In the Proſecution of this very momentous Sub- 
ject, our ſacred Diſputant removes an Objection, 
which is as common, as it is plauſible. Do We make 
void the Law through Faith? Do We render it a vain 
Inſtitution ; ſuch as never has been, never will be ful- 
filled? -O forbid! This were a flagrant Diſhonour 
to the Divine LEGISLATOR and his holy Com- 
mandments. Such as We would abhor, rather than 
countenance.—On the contrary, We eftablihh the Laab, 
not only as We receive it for a Rule of Lite, but as we 
expect no Salvation without a proper, without a per- 
fea Conformity to its Injunctions.— How can this be 
effected? By qualifying its Senſe, and ſoftening it into 
an eaſier Syſtem? This were to vacate the Law; to 
deprive it of its Honours ; and hinder it from attain- 
ing the due End, either of Obedience or Condemna- 
tion.No; but We eſtabliſh the Law, by believing 
in that great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its ever 
Precept, ſuſtained its whole Penalty, and ſatisfied alt 
its 8 in their utmoſt Extent. 

Farther to corroborate his Scheme, He proves it 
from the renowned Examples of Abraham and David. 
— The Inſtance of Abraham. is ſo clear, that it wants 
no Comment. Any Paraphraſe would rather obſcure, 
than illuſtrate it. The other derived from the Teſti- 
mony of the P/al/miſt, may admit the Commentator's 
Tool. Vet not to hammer it into a new Form, but 
only to clear away the Rubbiſh ; to reſcue it from 
Miſrepreſentation ; and place it in a true Light. Ever 
as David deſcribeth the Bleſſedneſi of the Man, to whom 
G60 D imputeth Righteouſneſs without: Works, ſaying ; 
Bleſſed are They, whoſe Unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and 
whoſe Sins are covered: Bleſſed is the Man, to whom the 
LORD will not impute SinfF.—Here is Imputation aſſe ted 
—'The Imputation of Righteou/ne/ſ—Of Righteouſneſs 
awithout Works; without any Reſpect to, or any Co- 
operation from, any kind of human Works. It is a 
Bleſſing vouchſafed to the Ungodly; not ee on 

a Free- 


® Rom. iii. 31. An inconteſtable Proof, that the Apoſtle treats 
of the mcral Law. 7 


+ Rom, iv. 6, 7. 
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a Freedom from Sin, but procuring a Remiſſion of 
its Guilt. 

Some, I know, Have attempted to reſolve all the 
Force of this Paſſage, into an Argument for the Same- 
re/s of Pardon and juſtification. VV hereas, the Apoſtle 


undertakes to prove, not that Forgiveneſsand Juitij.. * 


cation are indenticaily the fame, but that both are 46 
felutely free. Jo maintain which Poſition, He argues 
— This Doctrine is as true, as it is comfortable. 
It agrees with the Experience, and has received the 
Atteſtation of David, When he ſpeaks of the 
„ bleſſed and happy Man, He deſcribes Him, not as 
an innocent, but guilty Perſon : not as having any 
« Claim to the divine Favour, on Account of deferv- 
ing Performances, or recommending Properties. 
But as owing all his Acceptance to that fovereign 
„Grace, which forgives Iniquities, and blots cut Sin. 
* Such is the Cafe with regard to that evangelical 
«« Juſtthcation, which We preach. Ewen as; it is, 
in the Manner of its Vouchſaſement, perfectly ſimilar 
«« to the Bleſſedneſs celebrated by the Pſalmiſt. 
The Apoſtle's Eye, is not fo directly upon the Nature 
of the Privilege, as upon the Freene/s with which it 
is granted. Nor can Any infer from the Tenour of 
his Reaſoning, that to be forgiven, is the ſame as to 
be juſtified; only that both are Acts of infinitely rich 
Mercy; deſigned for Sinners; promiſed to Sinners; 
beſtowed on Sinners. Who have nothing, nothing of 
their own, either to boaſt, or to plead. 

In the fifth Chapter, from Verſe the twelfth to the 
End, the ſacred Penman points out the Cauſe, and 


explains the Method of Juſtification. Of which this 


is the Sum. That CHRIST, in purfuance of the 
Covenant of Grace, fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in the 
Stead of his People — That this Righteouſneſs, being 
performed for them, is imputed to them— That, by 
virtue of this gracious Imputation, they are abſolved 
from Guilt, and intitled to Bliſs; as thoroughly ab- 
ſolved, and as fully intitled, as if in their own Per- 
ſons they had undergone the expiatory Sufferings, and 
paid the meritorious Obedience, Leſt it ſhould ſcem 
ſtrange, 
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ſtrange, in the Opinion of a Few or a Gentile, to heat 
of being juſtified by the Righteouſneſs of Another, 
He urges a parallel Caſe; recorded in the Fewwih Re- 
velation, but ratified by wniver/al * Experience; 
namely, Our being condemned for the Unrighteouſ- 
neſs of Another.—In this Reſpect, He obſerves, Adam 
was a Type of our LORD; or, a Figure of HIM that 
was to come. The Relations the ſame, but the Ef- 
fects happily reverſed. Adam the Head of his Poſte- 
rity; CHRIST the Head of his People. Adam's Sin 
was imputed to all his Deſcendents; CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs is imputed to all Believers. Adam's 
or mee brought Death into the World, and all 
our Woe; CHRIS T's Obedience brings Life and all 
our Happineſs f.—The Whole cloſes with this very 
natural and no leſs weighty Inference; Therefore, as 
by the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all Men to 
Condemnation ; even ſo, by the Rigbteoufee of One, the 
free Gift came upon all Men unto Fullification of Life ||. 

I do not recolle& any other Similitude, which the 
Apoſtle fo 2 unfolds. He explains it; He 
applies it; He reſumes it; and ſcarcely knows, how 
to deſiſt from it. I am ſure, you will not blame me, 
if I imitate the ſacred Author; revert to the Subject; 
and quote another Paſſage from the ſame Paragraph. — 
Much more ſhall They, who receive Abundance of Grace 
and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, reign in Life by one 
FESUS CHRISTQ.—Here, I am ready to think, 
the inſpired Writer puts a Difference between the two 
grand Bleflings purchaſed by IMMANUEL, Remiſ- 


ſion 


0 By the Pains and Death which Infants, in every Nation, en- 
dure. Which are unqueſtionably Puniſhments, and to Wh cn 
they are doomed by the righteous Judgment of GOD. 

T Rom. v. 14. 

f Puemadmodum Peccatum Adami, ſays Benge'ius, ſine Peccatrs 
ques piſlea commiſi mus, Mis tem attulit nobis; fic Fuſlitio CHRISTI, 
Ane bonis Operibus, quæ deinceps a nobis fiunt, Vitam fabis conciitat, 
Thit is; As the Sin of Adam, without any Concurrence of the 
Sins, which We Ourlelves reſpectively commit, occahuned our 
Ruin; ſo the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, abiiratted from all Con- 
fideration of our perſonal Obedience, procurcs our Recovery. 

| Rom. v. 18. J Rom. v. 17. 
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fion and Righteouſneſs *®. For, who are the Perſons, 
which receive Abundance of Grace? They, I appre- 
hend, that, having finned much, have much forgiven. 
— Who. the Perſons, which receive Abundance of the 
Gift of Righteouſneſs ? They, that having in their own 
Conduct wrought out none, which will bear the Teſt 
of GOD's impartial Scrutiny, have one placed to their 
Account, which the all-ſeeing Eye of Heaven ap- 
proves. — However, whether the Diſtinction I have 
ventured to propoſe, be fanſiful or ſubſtantial, of this 
I am perſuaded ; that e G of Righteouſneſs , muſt 
ſignify a Righteouſneſs, not orignally their own, but 
Another's ; not what they themſelves have acquired, 
but what was fulfilled by their Surety; and is, by an 
Act of heavenly Indulgence, conſigned over to them. 
Accordingly, it is repreſented, not as a Work, but a 
Gift; and Thoſe that are intereſted in it, are ſtyled 
not Workers, but Receivers. 
I ſhould but faintly copy the apoſtolic Example, if I 
did not once again avail myſelf of this important To- 
pic. 
* Non tantum Peccata ſublata, ſed Juffitia prefiita. 
+ I cannot but wonder at the Aſſertion of a late Writer, who 
roundly declares, ** That there is nat one Word in this whole 


Chapter, relating to the antecedent Obedience ot CHRIST's 
Life, but expreſſing only his patſive Obedience — Muſt then 


this Group of Expreſſion IKa400UY1 — Ntarwpa—vTX0N— 
be confined barely to the Sufferings of our LORD? To put ſuch 
a Senſe upon the Words of the Apoſtle, is, I think, not to bear 
his Voice, but to page his Mouth; not to acquieſce in the ſacred 
Oracles, but to make them ſpeak our own Meaning. —Beza, who 
perhaps is inferior to no Critic, with regard to a maſterly Skill in 
the Greek Language, thus explains MOE Fuſtificationis eft 
Materia, nempe CHRISTI Obedientia; cujus Imputatio nos juftos 
facit. — Mintert, in his accurate and copious Lexicon for the Greek 


Teſtament, gives this Interpretation of Axarooum; Opera 
GHRISTO a Patre præſcripta boc Nomine weniunt ; nimirum omnia 
gue ab ipſo prefianda erant, tam ad Legis diving Impletionem, 
guam ad Generis bumani Redemptionem, Quæ nobis inputata, & 
per Fidem accepra, faciunt ut coram DEO juſtificemur,—And as for 


uTAX0n, ſurely that cannot, without the utmoſt Violence to its 
native Signification, be ſo applied to the paſſive, as to exclude the 
active Obedience, The conrrary Notion, if an artful Diſutant 
ſhould eſpouſe it, might appear ſomewhat plauſible ; but ts has 
not the lealt Air of Probability. 
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pic. Suffer me, therefore, to tranſcribe one more 
Verſe from this admirable Chapter. As by the Diſobe- 
dience of One Man, many were made Sinners, fo by the 
Obedience of One, ſhall Many be made Righteous . 
The Diſobedience of One, is the Diſobedience of Adam; 
his actual Tranſgreſſion of the divine Law. Hereby, 
Many were made Sinne /s; Sinners, in ſuch a Senſe, 
as to become obnoxious unto Condemnation and 
Death. — All this, I think, is, from the Apoſtle's 
own Words, indiſputable. And, if We would pre- 
ſerve the Propriety of his Antitheſis, or the Force of 
his Reaſoning, We muſt allow, that the Obedience of 
One, is the Obedience of CHRIST; his actual and 
complete Performance of the whole Law. Hereby, 
Many are made Righteous ; righteous, in ſuch a Senſe, 
as to be releaſed from Condemnation, and veſted with 
a Title to Life eternal. — How obvious is this Mean- 
ing! How regular this Argumentation. What Sub- 
tilty of Evaſion muſt be uſed, to give a different Turn 
to the inſtructive Text! 

This is the moſt conſiſtent Senſe, in which I can 
underſtand Rom. viii. 5. That the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law might be fulfilled in Us, abo awalk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the SPIRIT, hat the Righteouſneſs 
required by the holy but broken Law, might be tho- 
roughly accompliſhed. Accompliſhed by our public 
Reprelentative, and in our hum n Nature. So as to 
be deemed, in point of legal EA nation, fulfilled for 
Us and by Us . This, I tay, is goſt conſiſtent with 
the 'Tenour of St. Paul's Arguing, and with the exact 
Import of his Language. With the T enour of his 
Arguing: for, He undertakes to demonitrate the Im- 
3 of our Juſtification, by any perſonal Con- 
ormity to the Law. Whereas, if We could ſatis: 
its Penalty, and obey its Precepts; or, in other 
Words, fulfil its Righteouſneſs; this Impoſſibility 
would ceaſe. With the exatt Import of his Languaze: 

ror 


Rom. v. 19. 

+ It is remarked by a judicious Critic, and very valuable Ex- 
poſitor, that the Prepoſition ex ſometimes ſignifies by or for 3; and 
is ſo tranſlated, Mart. v. 34. Heb, i. 1, See Dr. Guiſe's Ex- 
poſition, 
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for the orginal Phraſe denotes, not a ſincere, but a 
complete Obedience; not what We are enabled to 
perform, but what the Law has a Right“ to demand. 
Which, every One muſt acknowledge, is not fulfilled 
in any mere Man, ſince the Fall; but was fulfilled by 
JESUS CHRIST, for our Good, and in our Stead. — 
This Interpretation preſerves the Sentences diſtinct, 
and makes a very natural Introduction for the follow- 
ing Clauſe ; where the Perſons intereſted in this Pri- 
vilege, are deſcribed by their Fruits, «ho walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the SPIRIT. Implying, that 
Juſtification and Sanctification are like the ever cor- 
reſponding Motion of our Eyes, inſeparable Conco- 
mitants; and We vainly pretend to the former, if We 
continue deſtitute of the latter. 

We have produced poſitive Proofs of our Doctrine. 
—— We have heard an Apoſtle declaring the affured 
Happineſs, and complete [uſtification of true Believers. 
—Let Us now obterve the ſame- ſagacious Judge of 
Men and Things, diſcovering the Danger of thoſe 
Self-juſticiaries, who rejet the REDEEMER' 
u III, 

e is filled with the darkeſt Apprehenſions, con- 
cerning his Brethern the eus. He is impreſſed with 
melancholy Preſages, relating to their eternal State. 
And what was the Cauſe of this tender Sollicitude ? 
Had they caſt off all Religion, and given themſelves 
over to groſs Immoralities? On the contrary, they 


140 


were Worſhippers of the true GOD; and had, in 


their Way, not only a Regard, but a Zeal for his Ho- 
nour. Wherefore hen does this compaſſionate Father 
in //rael feel the ſame trembling Uneaſineſs, for his 

Kinſmen 


* It may be worth our while to obſerve, that St. Paul, when 
treating on this Subject, uſes three diſtindt Words, all derived 
from be ſame Original,—Aixaiuos;, which expreſſes Fuſiifica” 
tian; the accoun ing or declaring a Perſon righteous, — Aixaioovts 
which never ſignifies Juſtification, bur Righrecuſneſs, either per- 
formed by Us, or imputed to Us,— Airzaivpa, the Phraſe which 
occurs in this Place, and dendtes the Relt or Demand of the 
gt as that which is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to the Jultificativn 
of Man, 
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EKinſmen according to the Fleſh, as Ei felt for the in- 


dangered Ark? Himſelf afſigns the Reaſon. Becauſe, 
they being ignorant of GOD's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to ou their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of GOD *®. Not 
knowing that immaculate Holineſs, which the perfect 
Nature, and equally perfect Law of the moſt High 
GOD, require—being wiltully ignorant of that con- 
ſummate Obedience, which an incarnate GOD vouch- 
ſafed to perform, for the Juſtification of his People 
they ſedulouſly, but fooliſhly endeavoured, to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs; to make it ſcanty and de- 
crepit as it was, the Baſis of their Hopes —— Thus 
were they reſting their everlaiting AL on a Bottom, 
not precarious only, but irreparably ruinous. A 
boundleſs Eternity the Fabric! Yet they 'built (wonder 
O Heavens!) on the Foam of the Waters! And 
(which added Stubbornneſs to their Folly) in avowed 
Contempt of that ſtrong and ture Foundation, laid by 
GOD's own Hand in Sion — For this, the good Apoſtle 
was afflicted, with © great Heavineſs and continual 
„Sorrow.“ For this, He made the Prophet's pa- 
thatic Complaint his own; Oh! that my Head were 
Waters, and my Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might 
bewail, Day and Night +, the deſtructive Perverſe- 
neſs of my People! For iy Pegple have committed tavo 
Ewvils: in not thankfully ubmitting to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of GOD, they have forſaken the Fountain of 
living Waters: in attempting to eſtabliſh their own 
Righteouſneſs, they have hewed themijelves out Ciſlerus, 

broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Water . | 
Having ſhewed their fatal Error, He ſtrengthens 
his Repreſentation, by diſplaying the happy Succeſs 
of the Gentiles. What ſhall We ſay then? This We 
confidently affirm, That the Gentiles, who followed not 
after Righteouſneſs; who had no Knowledge of it, 
and no Concern about it; even they hawe attained to 
Righteouſneſs || ——Strange Aﬀertion! How is this 
| poſlible ? 

Rom. x. 3. ＋ Jer. ix. 1. I Jer. i. 13. 
|| Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than „ attaining to the Pro- 
fſeſſiun of a Religion, whereby they may be juſtified and ate 
© 


142 AspASL1O % TRHERON. Let. 5. 


poſſible? Doubtleſs, the Righteouſneſs which they at- 
tained, could not be any perſonal Righteouſneſs. Of 
this they were totally deſtitute. Inſtead of practiſing 
moral Virtues, or religious Duties, they were immerſed 
in Senfuality, and abandoned to Idolatry. It muſt 
therefore be the evangelical, the imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs, even that which was wrought by CHRIST, and 
7s received by Faith &. 

Israel, in the mean time, the nominal ljrael, who, 
with great Pretenſions to Sanctity, and many coſtly 
Oblations, /o//awed after the Law of Righteouſneſs, hath 
not attained to the Law of Kighteouſneſs. Attained! 
They have done nothing Jeſs. They are fallen vaſtly 
ſhort of it; they are pronounced guilty by it; they 
ſtand conderined before it . Wherefore did they 
ſo groſly miitake, and fo grievouſly miſcarry? Becauſe 
they forſook the good old Way, in which Abraham, 
David, and their pious Anceſtors walked. They 
adopted a mew Scheme; and would have ſubſtituted 
| their 


To this Multi:udes attain, who continue, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
ſtout-bearted aud far from Rightrouſneſs, Who derive no real Be- 
nefit from their Profeſſion; but are rendered uiterly inexcuſable, 
and liable to more aggravated Condemnation. 

„ Surely, the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, cannot conſiſt 
« in humbly committing the Soul to CHRIST, in the Way that 
„% He hath appointed. According to this Notion, the juſtifying 
Righteouſnets Would ſpring from Curſelves; would be conſtituted by 
an Act of our own, and no* by the perfect Obedience of our LORD, 

I am for'y to ſee this, and the preceding Interpretation, in the 
Works of an Expoſitor, whoſe Learning I admire, whoſe Piety 1 
reverence, and whole Memory I honour. Yet JI muſt ſay, on 
this Occaſion, with one of the antient Ehiloſophers; Amicus Plato, 
amicus Secrates, ſed mag's amica Veritas. 

' + This, I apprehend, is the Purport of the Apoſtle's Speech, 
when He tells Us, that his Countrymen bad not atra:ned unto the 


Law of Righteouſneſs, He uſes the Figure petrwors, and means 
more than He expreſſes. Somewhat like the dramatic Poet, 


ut ſe primos efſe rerum omnium exiſtimant 
ec tamen ſunt, 


That is, they are quite the reverſe.— Or like the Prophet in the 
Cloſe of this Chapter, ſhall not be aſpamed ; thit is, ha! be en- 
| couraged, emboldened, eſtabl ſbed. 
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their own, inſtead of relying on a SAVIOUR's Righ- 
teouſneſs. They ſought tor Juſtification not by Faith, 
but as it were by the Works of the Law *, A Method, 
which their Fathers knew not; which their GOD 
ordained not ; and which proved, as it always will 


prove, not only abortive, but deſtructive. At this 
Stone they ſtumbled; on this Rock they ſplit. Let 
their Ruin be a Way-mark, and the Apoſtle's Obſer- 
vation a Light houſe to my Theron. 

Our zealous Writer tries every Expedient. He 
mingles Hope with Terror. Having pointed out the 
Rack, on which the Maelties ſuffered Shipwreck; He 
directs Us to the Haven, in which Sinners may caſt 
Anchor, and find Safety. He gives Us a fine deſ- 
criptive View of the Chriſtian's complete Happineſs. 
He opens (if I may continue the Metaphor) a free 
and ample Port for periſhing Souls. Nor formed by 
a Neck of Land, or a Ridge of Mountains, but by a 
magnificent Chain of ſpiritual Blefſings. All pro- 
ceeding from, all terminating in, that precious Cor- 
ner-ſtone FESUS CHRIST. Who of GOD is made 
unto Us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Santiification, 
and Redemption T. Wiſdom, to inlighten our ignorant 
Minds. Righteouſneſs H, to juſtify our guilty Perſons. 
Sanctification , to renew our depraved Natures. Re- 
demption, to reſcue Us from all Evil; and render Us, 
both in Body and Soul, perſectly and eternally happy. 
Let it be remarked, how carefully our inſpired 

Writer 


® Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. + 1 Cor. i. 30. 

It Righteouſneſs and San#ificatten; the former imputed, the 
latter inherent, This preſerves a Diſtinqion between the noble 
Articles, and aſſigns to each a grand Share in the Oeconomy of 
Salvation.—To ſay, that, if ene of the Bleſſings is communi- 
cated by way of Imputation, the other ſhou!d be communicated 
in the ſame Manner, ſeems to be cavilling, rather than arguing. 
Becauſe, the Subjects are of a different Nature; and therefore 
muſt be enjoyed in a different Way.—The Coca Tree is, to the 
American, Food and Clothing, a Habitation, and domeſtic Uten- 
ſils. But muſt We ſuppoſe it, adminiſtering to all thele Uſes in 
one and the ſame unvaried Method? Becauſe, in one Recipe it is 
eaten or drank, muſt it be thus appli-d in all? I believe, the illi- 
terate Savage, who enjoys the ſeveral Gifts, need not be taught 
the Abſurdity of ſuch a Suppoſition. 
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Writer ſets aſide all Saſfciency, as well as all Merit in 
Man. He repreſents the whole of our Salvation, both 
in its Procurement and Application, as a Work of 
freeit Grace. CHRIST is, and not We Ourſelves, 
the Author of this glorious Reſtoration, the Cauſe of 
this great Felicity. He is made all this unto Us 
Hao? Not by our own Reſolution and Strength; 
but f GOD, by the Agency oi his mighty Power, 
and bletied SPIRIT. He ſhews Us the ali-iufficient 
Fulneſs of CHYI 7. He brings Us by ardent Long- 
ings to CHRIST. He implants Us into CHRZST, and 
makes Cs Partakers of his Merits. 

In the Proceſs of the ſame Epiſtle, the ſacred Pen- 
man enumciztes the conſtituent Parts of that great Sal- 
vation, which the SON of GOD has precured for 
ruined Sinners. But Le are waſted, but ye arr ſancti- 
fed, but ye are juſtified, in the Name of the LORD 
FESUS, and by the SPIRIT of ow GOD*. Ye 
are waſhed; cleanſed from the Defilement, and diſ- 
charged from the Guilt, of all your Iniquities. Ye 
are ſanctiſied; delivered from the Death of Sin, and 
endued with a living Principle of Holineſs. Ye are 
juſtiſied; reſtored to a State of Acceptance with GOD, 
and inveſted with a Title to eternal Glory, All which 
1neftimable Prerogatives are conferred upon the true 
Believer, in the Name of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST; in conſideration of his atoning Blood 
and. meritorious Righteouſneſs. By the SPIRIT 
of our GOD; through the Efficacy of his Opera- 
tion, revealing CA#1ST, and working Faith in the 
Heart. 

Some Gentlemen have talked of a new remedial 
Law ; whereas, the Apoſtle declares that CHRIST 
is the End of the Law, of the old, the unaltcrable, the 
Moſaic Law, for Righteonſneſs to every One that be- 
lieveth f. Follow the Courſe of a River; it will 
conſtant:y, lead You to the Ocean. I ace the Veins 
of the ody; they invariably unite in the Heart. 
Maik lik wiſe the 'I'endency of the Law; it no leſs 
conſtantly and invariably conducts You to CHRIST, 

as 


® x Cor. vi. 11, 7 Rom. x. 4. 
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as the Center of its Views, and the Conſummation of 
its Demands.— The moral Law aims at diſcovering 
our Guilt, and demonſtrating our inexpreſſible Need 
of a SAVIOUR. The ceremonial points Him out, as 
ſuffering in our Stead ; making Reconciliation for Ini- 
quity ; and purging away every Defilement with his 
Blood. They both direct the wretched Tranſ- 

reſſor, to renounce Himſelf, and fly to the REDEE- 

ER. Who alone has paid that perfect Obedience, 
and brought in that everlaſting Righteouſneſs, which 
the Sinner wants, and the Law exacts. Who is, there- 
fore the only proper Accompliſhment of the one, and 


the only ſuitable Supply for the other. 


What is the grand Deſign of the whole Scriptures? 
St. Paul, diſplaying their ſublime Origin, and enume- 
rating the gracious Purpoſes, they are intended to 
ſerve, writes thus: All Scripture is given by the Inſpira- 
tion of GOD ; and is profitable—for Doctrine, to declare 
and eſtabliſh religious 'I'ruth r Repro, to convince 
of Sin, and to refute Error—for Correction “, for Re- 
novation of the Heart, and Reformation of the Life 
oer Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, in that Righteouſneſs, 
which could never have been learned from any other 
Book, and in which alone ſinful Men may appear with 
Comfort before their GOD. 

We have ſeen the principal Scope of the Law, and 
the leading De/ign of the Scriptures : let Us add one In- 
quiry more. What is the chief Office of the SPIRIT? 
If all theſe coincide, and uniformly terminate in the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST ; We have a Con- 
firmation of its Reality and Excellence, great as Man 
can defire, I had almoſt ſaid, great, as GOD can im- 
part.— What ſays our LORD upon this Point? When 
He, the SPIRIT of Truth is come, He ſhall convince þ 
the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment. 

*I emavophwory, 
+ He ſhall convince, ſeenis to be the moſt proper Tranſlation of 


te As it implies the ſure Succeſs, which attends the Agency 
of the divine SPIRIT,—Man may reprove, and no Conviction 
enſue, Whereas, the Almighty BEING not only reproves, but 
reproves with Peder; lo as to determine the Judgment, and 
Way the Aftections. 
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Of Sin, becauſe they believe not in me: of Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe I go tomy FATHER, and ye fee me no more: of 
Judgment, becauſe the Prince of this World is judged*, 
Is it poſſible for Words to be more <w-/ghty and 
comprehenſive * Here is a Summary of Chriitian Faith, 
and Chriitian Holineſs. Not that ſuperficial Holineſs, 
which is patched up of devotional Forms, and exter- 
nal Performances : but that which is viza/, and ſprings 
from the Heart; conſiſts in Power, not in mere Pro- 
feſſion; whoſe Praile, if not of Men, who are ſmit- 
ten with pompous. Outſides, is ſure to be of GOD, 
who diſtinguithes the Things that are excellent. 

He ſhall convince of Sin; of original and actual Sin. 
The Sin of their Nature, as well as the Sin of their 
Life; the Sin of their beſt Deeds, no leſs than of their 
criminal Commiſſions, and blameable Omiilions. 
Above all, of their ſinning againſt the ſovereign, the 
only Remedy, by Unbelief; becauſe they believe not on 
me.—He ſhall convince of Righteouſne/s ; of the divine 
REDEEMER's Righteouineſs, which the foregoing 
Conviction muſt render peculiarly welcome. Con- 
vince them, that it was wrought out in behalf of diſo- 
bedient and defective Mortals ; that it is abſolutely per- 
fect, and ſufficient to juſtiſy even the moſt Ungodly. 
Of all which an inconteſtable Proof is given, by his 
Reſurrection from the Dead, his triumphant Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, and Seſſion at the Right-hand of his FA- 
"THER ; becauſe I go to my FATHER, and ye ſee me no 
moreF.— He ſhall convince of Judgment. I hoſe, who 
are humbled under a Senſe of Guilt, and juſtified 
through an imputed Righteouſneſs, ſhall be taught by 
happy Experience, that the Prince of this World is con- 
derrned and dethorned in their Hearts: That their Souls 
are reicued from the 'T'yranny of Satan, and reſtored 
to the Liberty—the glorious Liberty of the Children 
of GOD. 

You 


* ſohn xvi. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

+ For, if the Work had been imperfect in any Degree, our 
REDEEMER, inflead of taking up his ſtated and final Reſidence 
in the Regions of Glory, muſt have been ſent again into this 
inferior World, to complete what was deficient, | 


. * 
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You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ſtrengthened 
my Cauſe by any Quotation irom the Epiitle to the 
Galatians, Wanat | deſign my dear Ther is not to 
accumulate, bat to ſelect Arguments. However, that 
I may not dita point au Expectation fo reaionable, I 
proceed to lay bet ore You a very nervou Patſage, from 
that maiterly Piece of ſacred Conttovetty.— Only, let 
me ju:t obierve, that the Epi le was wr:tten to Pertons, 
who had embraced Chri/{;anity, and pro eſſed an Affi- 
ance in CiiR. S. But would fain have joined Circum- 
ciſion, —would fain have /uperadded their own religious 
Duties, to the Merits of their SAVIOUR; in order to 
conititute, at Icait, ſome Part of their jutifying High- 
teou.ne's. Againſt which Error, the vigilan and in— 
deiatigable Aitertor of the Truth as it is 11 7 ESUS, re- 
mon'trates—IWe who are Jews by Nature, and not Sin- 
ners of the Gentiles, knowing that a an 7s not juſtified 
by the Works of the Law, but' by the Faith of JESUS 
CHRIST, even We have belieu'rd in FESUS CHRIST ; 
that Me might be juſiified by the Faith of CHRIST, and 
not by the Works of the Law; for, by the Works of the 
Law hal! no Fleſh be juſtified *. | 

We, who are Tews by Nature, the Deſcendents of 
Abraham, and G OD's peculiar People; have the 
Tables of his Law, and the Ordinances of his Wor- 
ſhip; We who, in point of Privileges, are greatly ſu- 
perior to the Gentile Nations, and have all poſſible Ad- 
vantages for eitabliſhing (if ſuch a Thing were prac- 
ticable) a Righteouſnets of our own ; what have Ve 
done? -e have believed on JESUS CHRIST: We 
have diſclaimed our own, and depended on his Obe- 
dience, For what End? That by this Faith in 
CHRIST, and by his imputed Merits, We may be jufli- 

fied before GOD ?—What Motive has induced Us to 

* Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obfervable, very obſervable is the Zeal of 
the Apoltle, in this noble Stand, made againſt the na ſpecious and 
therefore the moſt dangerous Encroachments of Error. To ex- 
prels his ardent Concern for the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel, 
the Works of the Law are mentioned no leis than three "Times, 
and as often excluded from the Affair of Jultification, The Faith 


of CHRIST likewite is thrice inculcated, and as often aſſerted to be 
the only Method of becoming 1izhteous before GOD, 


2 this 
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this Practice? A firm Perſuaſion, that by the Works of 
the Law, or by perſonal Holineſs, zo Mau living has 
been, and no Man living can be juſtified. 

Are You tired, Theron? Have I fatigued your At- 
tention, inſtead of convincing your Judgment ?—l will 
not harbour ſuch a Suſpicion. It is pleaſing to con- 
verſe with Thoſe, who have travelled into forcign Coun- 
tries, and ſeen the Vonders of Creation. We hearken 
to their Narratives with Delight, and never complain 
of Tediouſneſs. Muſt it not then afford a more ſub- 
lime Satisfaction, to be entertained with the Diſcourſes 
of a Perſon, who had, not indeed failed round the 
World, but made a Journey to the third Heavens? 
Who had been admitted into the Paradiſe of GOD, 
and heard Things of infinite Importance, and unutter- 
able Dignity ?— This was the Privilege of that incom- 
parable Man, whoſe Obfervations and Diicoveries, I 
have been preſenting to my Friend. And I promiſe my- 
ſelf, He will not complain of Wearineſs, if I enrich my 
Epiſtle with one or two more of thoſe glorious Truths. 

GOD hath made HIM to be Sin for Us <xvho knew ns 
Sin; that We might, not be put into a Capacity of ac- 
quiring a Righteouſneſs of our own, but be made the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him*. In this Text, the 
double Imputation of our Sin to CHRIST, and of 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs to Us, 1s moſt emphatically 
taught; and moſt charmingly contraſted. — Moſt empha- 
cally taught; for, We are {aid not barely to be righteous 
but to be made Righteouſneſs itſelf ; and not Righteouſ- 
neſs only, but (which is the utmoſt that Language can 
reach) the Righteouineſs of GOD. Moſt charmingly 
contraſted. For, One cannot but aſk, In what Manner, 
CHRIST was made Sin? In the very ſame Manner, We 
are made Righteouſneſs. CHRIST knew no afual Sin; 
yet, upon his mediatorial Interpoſition on our Behalf, He 
was treated by divine JUSTICE, as a finful Perſon. We 
likewiſe are deſtitute of all legal Righteouſneſs ; Yet, 
2 our receiving CHRIST, and 3 in his 

ame, We are regarded by the Divine MAJESTY, as 


righteous Creatures. This therefore cannot, in either 
Caſe, 


* 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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Caſe, be intrinfically ; but muſt be, in both Inſtances» 
tmputatively. —Gracious, divinely gracious Exchange“! 
pregnant with amazing Goodneſs, and rich with ineſti— 
mable Benefits. The inceſſant Triumph of the /trong, 
the ſovereign Conſolation of the weak Believer ! 

Ceaſe your Exultation, cries One, and come down 
from your Altitudes. 'The Term uſed in this Verſe de- 
notes, not ſo properly Sin, as an Offering for Sin.— 
This is a mere Suppoſal, which I may as reaſonably deny, 
as Another affirm. Since the Word occurs, much more 
frequently in the former Signification, than in the latter; 
and ſince, by giving it the latter Signihcation in the 
Paſſage before Us, We very much impair, if not to- 
tally deſtroy the Apoſtle's beautiful Antithefrs. 

However; not to contend, but to allow the Remark, 
I borrow my Reply from a brave old Champisn + tor the 
Truths of the Goſpel: This Text, ſays He, invincibly 
„ proveth, That We are not juſtified in GOD's Sight by 
* Righteouſneſs of CHRIST imputed to Us through 
„Faith.“ After which He adds, what I make my An- 
ſwer to the Objection; That CHRIST was made Sin 
&« for Us, becauſe He was a Sacrifice for Sin, We con- 
« feſs: but therefore was He a Sacrifice for Sin, becauſe 
our Sin was imputed to Him, and puniſhed in Him.“ 
The poor Delinquents under the Mo/aic Diſpenſation, 
who brought their Sin- offering to the Altar of the LORD, 
were directed to lay their Hand on the devoted Beaſt ; 


Ita ſcilicet wirabili Permutatione Mala n:firg in ſe recepit, ut 
Dona ſua nobis largiretur ; recepit Miſer iam, ut largiretur Mijericor- 
diam; recepit Maledictianem, ut Benedictionis ſuæ compotes not fase- 
ret ; recepit NMſertem, ut Vitam conferret; recepit Peccatum, ut Fuſti- 
tiam impertiretur, Thus writes the judicious Tu ret in. To which, 
in Concurrence with the accurat: Witfus, I ſubſcribe both with 
Hand and Heart. 

+ Se Dr. Fulkt's Annotation on the Place, in that valuable 
Piece of antient Controverty and Criticiſm, The Examinaticn of 
the Rheuuſh Teſtament, Which, though not altogether ſo elegant 
and refined in the Language, nor fo delieate and genteel in the 
Manner, as might be wiſhed ; is nevertheleſs full of ſound Divinity, 
wei bty Argumente, and very important Obſervations. Would the 
young Student be taught to diſcover the very Jinezes of Popery, 
an i be enabled to give an cfiectual Blow to that Complication of 
Errors, I ſcarce know a Treatite te.ter calculated for the Purpoſe. 


+ l. nify- 
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ſignifying, by this Uſage, the Transferring of Guilt 
from the Offerer to the Sacrifice. Conformably to the 
Import of this Ceremony, CHRIST aſſumed our Deme- 
Tit ; like a true pracular Victim, ſuffered the Puniſh- 
ment, which We had deſerved; and which, without 
ſuch a Commutation, We muſt have undergone. 80 
that our LORD's being made a Sin-offering for Us, 
does by no means invalidate, but very much confirm our 
Doctrine. It neceſſarily implies the Tranſlation of our 
Guilt to his Perſon; and on the Principles of Analogy, 
muſt infer the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to our Souls. 
One Paſſage more permit me to tranſcribe into my 
Paper ; and, at the ſame Time, to wiſh, that it may 
be written on both our Hearts. Written, not with 
Ink and Pen, no, nor with the Point of a Diamond, but 
with the Finger of the living GOD. Yea doubtleſs, and 
I count all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Know- 
ledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD; for whom 1 haze 
ſSuffered the Loſs Hall Things, and do count them but Dung, 
that I may win CHRIST, and be found in Him; not hav- 
ing my own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, bat that 
which is through the Faith of CHRIST, the Righteouſneſs 
«vhich is of GOD through Faith &. 
hee pleaſed to obſerve, that in this Confeſſion of 
Faith, and with Reference to the grand Affair of Juſ- 
tification, the Apoſtle renounces all thoſe Acts of ſup- 
| poſed Righteouſneſs, which were antecedent to his Con- 
verſion. — Nor does He repudiate them only, but all 
dhoſe more excellent Services, by which he was ſo emi- 
nently diftinguiſhed, even after his Attachment to 
CHRIST, and Engagement in the Chriſtian Miniſtry. 
As though He ſhould fay—** The Privilege of being a 
« Hebrew by Birth; the Prerogative of being a Phari- 
« ſee by Profeſſion ; together with a Behaviour exem- 
« plary, and a Reputation unblameable; all theſe, 
© which were once reckoned my higheſt Gain, as ſoon 
© as I became acquainted with the glorious Perfections 
of CHRIST, I acceunted + Loſs for Him — And now, 


„ though I have been a Diſciple many Years; have 
© walked 


LY 
* 


* Phil. iii. 8, 9. 
+ Hynpa, in Preterito, I have counted, 
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« walked in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs; have 
« endured, for my divine MASTER's Name, "I 'ribu- 
„ lations above meaſure; have laboured more abun- 
« dantly and more ſucceſsfully than all the Apoſtles; 
yet, even theſe and all otherAttiinments, ot what Kind 
% or of what Date ſoever, I count + but Lots, tor the 
* tranſcendent Excellency of CHRIST FESUS my 
«© LORD. Tea doubtleſs ; it is my deliberate and ſted- 
* faſt Reſolution ; what I have moſt ſeriouſly adopted 
« and do publickly avow ; that, ſpecious as all theſe 
« Acquirements may ſeem, and valuable as they may 
te be in other Reſpects, I reckon them but Dung, that 
« I may win CHRIST *. They fade into nothing, they 
„ dwindle into % than nothing, ii {et in compe- 
* tition with his matchleſs Obedience: and were they 
to ſuperſede my Application to his Merits, or weaken 
my Reliance on his Mediation, they would be not con- 
* temptible only, but irreparably injurious, Loſs zt/elf.'? 

You will aſk, If He abſolutely rejects all his own 
Righteouſneſs, on what are his Hopes fixed ?=On a 
Foundation, exten/ive as the Obedience of the R E- 
DEEMER's Life and Death, a»/2aken as the Dig- 
nity of his eternal Power and GODHEAD. They are 
fixed on the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD; the Righ- 
teouſneſs which GOD the FATHER, in unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, provided; and which GOD the SON, 
in unutterable Goodneſs, wrought.—Do You inquire, 

+ Hyzpai, in Præſenti, I ds count. 


1 Perhaps, a wevayye may be tranſlated, but truly, As if 
He had faid, «4+ But why ſhould T mention any more Particulars. 
In truth, I count all Things, Cc.“ 

* Al Xi Aa To UTEgt ova Xewov reg 
plainly imply this comparative or relative Seng. Virtues, which 
are the Fruits of the SPIRIT, and Labzurr, which arc a B'cfling 
to Mankind, muſt not be reckoacd abſolutely or in 4a Reſpets 
deſpicable; but only in a limited and qualified Acceptation, Des 
picable, ne in themſelves, but as compared with the divinely per- 
fect Righteouſneſs of CUIRIST, or as referred to the infinitely im- 
portant A ticle cf Juilification. 

That Ajſpafio, in this whole Paragraph, ſpeaks the Senſe of our 
Church, will appear from the following Extract. —** The Apoſtle 
& St. Paul ſaith, He doth Glory, in what? In the Contempt . 
„ his own Right: ouſneſs; and that He looketh for the Righteou 
« neſs of GOD by Faith.” Homily of Salvation, Part. II. 
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Hoa He came to be inveſted with this Righteouſneſs ? 
The Anſwer is ready and ſatisfactory. It was by the 
Application of the divine SPIRIT), and the inftrumen- 
tality of Faith. —Leſt Any ſhould imagine, That this 
Faith might be ſubſtituted, inſtead of his own Obe- 
dience to the Law; He puts an apparent Difference 
between the Righteouſneſs which juſtifies, and the 
Faith by which it is received : not the Righteouſneſs 
which conſiſts in, but is THROY GH the Faith of CHRIST. 
—'To ſhew the great Importance of this Diſtinction 
how earneſtly He inſiſted upon it, as a Preacher; how _ 
much it tended to his Conſolation, as a Chriſtian; He 
repeats the Sentiment, He reinculcates the Doctrine, 
The Righteouſneſs which is of GOD pv Faith. 

Will Liu now, Theron, or ſhall J, poor unprofitable 

Creatures, preſume to rely on any Performances or 

any Accompliſhments of our own ? When that diſtin- 
guiſhed Saint—a perfect Prodigy of Gifts, of Graces, 
and of Zeal—indefatigable in Labours, unconquerable 
by Afflictions, and of whoſe Uſefulneſs there is neither 
Meaſure nor End—When He denies Himſelf in every 
View; depreciates all; difavows all; and makes men- 
tion of nothing, but the incomparable Righteouſnefs 
of his obcdient, dying, interceding SAVIOUR. 

What ſhall I fay more? fhall 1 attempt to play the 
Rhetorician, and borrow the inſinuating Arts of Per- 
ſuaſion? This, after all the cogent Teflimonies produced, 
and all the great Authorities urged, would be a needleſs 
Parade. When our Pen is a Sun-beam, there is but 
little Occaſion to dip it in Oil. 

Inſtead of ſuch an Attempt, give me Leave to make 
a frank and honeſt Confeſſion. I would conceal nothing 
from my Friend. He ſhould have a Saſh to my Breaſt ; 
throw it up at his Pleaſure; and fee all that pales 
within. — Though I never had any Temptation to that 
pernicious Set of Errors, which paſſes under the Cha- 
racter of Socinianiſm; yet I had many Searchings of 
Heart, and much ſollicitous Inquiry, How far We are 
indebted to CHRIST's active Righteouſneſs. Thoroughly 


perſuaded, that Other Foundation can no Man lay, 2 
that 
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that which is laid, even JESUS CHRNISJ; and that there 


is no other Name given under Heaven, whereby Men can 
be ſaved; yet, whether We were not to confine Gur be- 
lieving Regards to a dying SAVIOUR, was Matter of 


confiderable Doubt. At firſt, I was inclined to ac- 
quieſce in the Aſfirmative. After long Confideration 
and many Prayers, my Faith fixed upon the Hole of 
CHRIST's mediatorial Undertaking. Which began in 
his ſpontaneous Submiſſion to the Law; was carried or 
through all his meritorious Lite ; and iſſued in his aton- 
ing Death.—'This is now the Bas of my Confidence, 
and the Bulwark of my Happineſs. Hither I fly; here 
I reſt; as the Dowe, after her weariſome and fruitleſs 

Rovings, returned to Noah, and reſted in the Ark. 
This Scheme firſt recommended itſelf to my Afec- 
tions; as making the molt ample Proviſion, for the Se- 
curity and Repoſe of a guilty Conſcience. Which, when 
alarmed by the Accuſations of Sin, is very apprehenſive 
of its Condition ; and will not be comforted, till every 
Scruple is fatished, and all the Obſtructions to its Peace 
are removed. Thus I reaſoned to myſelf— "Though 
there is, undoubtedly, ſomething to be ſaid for the 
other Side of the Queſtion ; yet, this is evidentiy 
„the art Method. And, in an Affair of 7»fanite 
Conſequence, who would not prefer the ſafeſt Ex- 
&« pedicnt* Should the Righteouſneſs of FESUS 
« CHRIST be indiſpenſibly requiſite, as a Wedding- 
« Garment ; what will hey do, when the great mmor- 
« ta} KING appears, who have refuſed to accept it? 
« Whereas, ſhould it not prove % ab/olutely neceſſary, 
« yet ſuch a Dependence can never obſtrutt our Sal- 
« vation. It can never be charged upon Us, as an 
„ Article of Contumacy or Perverſenefs, that We 
„ thought 7 meanly of our own, to magnificently of 
« our LORD's Obedience. So that let the Die turn 
„ either Way, We are expoſed to no Hazard. This 
« Scheme takes in all, that tle other Syſtems compre- 
„ hend, and abundantly more. In this I find no De- 
« fe, no Flaw, no Shadow of Inſufficiency. It is 
« ſomewhat like the perfect Cube; which, where-ever 
it may be thrown, or however it may fall, is ſure to 
H 5 « ſettle 


; —_ om. iv. 6, 10, 22. 
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ſettle upon its Baſe. © Suppoſing, therefore, the im- 
portant Beam ſhould hang in Equilibrio, with reſpect 
to Argument; theſe Circumſtances, caſt into the 
Scale, may very juſtly be allowed to turn the Balance.“ 

Upon a more attentive Examination of the Subject, 
I perceived, That this is the Doctrine of our national 
Church; is inforced by the Atteſtation of our ableſt 
Divines; and has been, in all Ages, the Conſolation 
of the moſt eminent Saints: That it is the genuine 
Senſe of Scripture; and not ſome inferior, or ſubor- 
dinate Point, incidentally touched upon by the inſpired 
Writers, but the Sum and Subſtance * of their heavenly 
Meſſage; that which conſtitutes the Vitals of their Syſ- 
tem, and is the very Seu/ of their Religion. On which. 
Account the whole Gofpel is denominated from it, and 
ſtyled The Miniſtration of Rightecuſreſs : was far- 
ther convinced, That this Way of Salvation magnifies, 
beyond compare, the divine Law; is no leſs honour- 
able to all the divine Attributes; and exhibits the ever 
bleſſed MEDIATOR in the moſt illuſtrious and the 
moſt delightful View: — All theſe Circumſtances, un- 
der the Influence of the bleſſed SPIRIT, have deter- 
mined my Judgment, and eſtabliſhed my Faith. So that 
I truſt, neither the Subtilties of Wit, nor the Sneers of 
Ridicule, nor any other Artifice, ſhall ever be able to 
ſeparate me from the Grace and Righteouſneis which 
are in JESUS CHRIST. 

Let me now, by way of Concluſion, review that aw - 
ful Subject, which introduced the Letter. Let me 


| ſuppoſe the JUDGE, who ig at th? Door, actually 


come: the great and terrible Day, which is hailing 
forward 


This DoArine runs through St. Paul's Writings like a golden 
Warp. While Privileges, Bleſſings, and evangetical Duties are (it 
F may allude to the Ornaments of the Sanctuary) like a Hf of 
Blue, or Purple, or Scarlet, and indeed of every pleaſant Colour. 
The Righteouſneſs of GOD, Rom. i. 17 —The Righteouſneſs fran 
GOD, Phil. iii. 10,—Rightecuſneſs by Faith, Rom. itt. 22.——- 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. iv. 11.—Righteou'neſs 2oithout Works, 
Rom. iv. 6.——-Righteouſneſs in the Blood of CHRIST, Rom. v. 9. 
w—Risbteuſneſs by the Obedience of CHRIST, Rom. v. 19 
Rigbteruſneſs not cur own, Phil. il. 9, —Righteouſneſs imputed by 
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forward 4, really commenced.— Hark! The Trumpet 
ſounds the univerſal Summons. Ihe Living are {truck 
with a death-like Aſtoniſhment ; the Dead fart from 
their ſilent Abodes. —See! Ihe whole Earth takes 
Fire; the Sun 1s turned into Darkneſs, and the Stars 
fall from their Spheres. —Behold! The LORD FESUS 
comes, with Myriads af his Angels. The judgment 
is fet, and the Books are opened. 

Obſerve thoſe exemplary Chriftians, whoſe Senti- 
ments I have been collecting. They renounce them- 
ſelves, and rely on their glorious SURETY Methinks, 
hear them ſay, Each as they quit their Beds of Duſt ; . 
I will go forth from the Grave in thy Strength, D bleſſed 
FESUS, and, at the deciſive Tribunal, vill mate men- 
tion of thy Righteouſneſs only. At the ſame time, wrll 
You, Theron, or ſhall I, ſtand forth and declare be- 
fore the innumerable Multitude of anxious Sinners, and 
adoring Seraphs—“ Let thoſe puſillanimous Creatures 
fly tor Refuge to their SAVIOUR's Rightcouſneſs. 
„We will confide in Works, in Accompliſhments of 
* our own. We are the Men, who have per/onally bc- 
the divine Law, and want no /uppofiritions Obetticnce 
„from Another. Let the Eye that glances thro Im- 
menſity, and penetrates the deepeſt Receſſes of the 
Heart; let that holy and omniicient Eye, examine 


our Temper, and fift our Conduct. We are bold to 


* riſk our Souls, and all their immortal Interefts, on the 
Hue of ſuch a Scrutiny.” 
Perhaps, Your Mind is impreſſed with this eiu 
Scene, and your Thoughts recoil at ſuch daring Preſurp-- 
. < . . L . 
tion. [ft fo, it will be proper for me to withdraw, and 
leave Yon to your own Meditations. At tuch Moments 
to obtrude on your Company, would render me the 
troubleſome and officious, rather than : 
The reſtectful and affetionnt: - asi, 
| LETTER 
+ The facr- d Writers, I obſerve, often remind their Readers 4. 
this grand vent; often diſp ay their gelrobrjul, tend iT Scene.— 
Their anner of ſpeaking ſhews, that they them'cl ves lived under 
the, habitual and joyſul Expectation of it : as Perlons, that were 
looking for, and haſting to, the Coming of the Day of GOD.—They 
reprelent it, not only as ſure, but near; yea, very near, and upen 
tre 


- 
KA 


bs 
= 
: 


. 


n I. 


THERON 7Y@a\sSPASIO, 


Dear Asras10, 

29 * laſt Evening was one of the fineſt J ever 

ſaw. According to my Cuſtom, I made an Ex- 
curſion into the open Fields; and wanted nothing to 
complete the Satisfaction, but my Friend's Company“. 
I could not but obſerve, how much your improving 
Converſation heightened the Charms of Nature. When 
Religion applied Philoſophy, every Thing was i»/#ruc- 
tive, as well as pleaſing. Not a Breeze ſwept over 
the Plains, to clear the Sky and cool the Air; but it 
tended alſo to diſperſe our Doubts, and inliven our 
Faith in the ſupreme all-ſuficient GOOD. Not a 
Cioud tinged the Firmament with radiant Colours, or 
zmuſed the Sight with romantic Shapes; but We be— 
held a Picture of the preſent World, of its fading Ac- 
quiſitions and fantaftic joys, in the mimic Forms and 
the tranſitory Scene. Even the weakeſt of the In- 
ſect-tribe, that ſkim the Air in ſportive Silence, ad- 
dreffed Us with the ſtrongeſt Incitements, and gave Us 
the loudeſt Calls, to be afive in our Day, and feu 
in our Generation. They cried, at leaſt when You 


tent them your Tongue, 


Such is wain Life, an idle Flight of Days, 
A flill delufive Round of fickly Joys, 
A Scene 


the Point to take place, The LORD is at Hand, The FUDGE 
is at the Door, Yet a little while, and HE that ſhall come, 20101 
come ard will net tarry. The laſt Paſſage is the moſt ſpirited and 
emphatical of them all; but has loſt much of its Emphaſis, by the 


Eng. fb Verſion. It is in the Original puixgey oToy 070v, A beau- 


tiſul Pleonaſm; by which the Septuagint, though too often inaccu- 


rate in tranſlating the prophetic Text, have very happily expreſſed 
Tia'ab's g Y wich may, I think, be rendered in our 
Language, yet a wery, very /iitle e. Heb. x. 37. Tai, xxvi. 20. 

® 7 quod ales excef to, catera la tus. 
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Scene of little Cares, and trifling Paſſions, 
IF not ennobled by the Deeds of Virtue. 


How often, at the Approach of ſober Eve, have We 
ſtole along the Cloyſters of a ſequeſtered Bower ; atten- 
tive to the Tale of ſome querulous Current, that ſeemed 
to be ſtruck with Horror at the awful Gloom ; and 
complained with heavier Murmurs, as it paſſed under 
the blackening Shades, and along the Root-obſtructed 
Channel.—Or elſe, far from the babbling Brook, and 
ſoftly 0 the graſſy Path, We liſtened to the 
Nightingale's Song: while every Gale held its Breath, 
and all the Leaves forbore their Motion, that they 
might neither drown nor interrupt the melodious Woe. 
— From both which penſive Strains, You endeavour- 
ed to temper and chaſtiſe the exuberant Gaiety of my 
Spirits. You convinced me, that true Joy is a ſerious 
Thing: is the Child of ſedate Thought, not the Spawn 
of intemperate Mirth: nurſed, not by the Sallies of 
diſſolute Merriment, but by the Exerciſe of ſerene 
Contemplation. | 

Sometimes, at the gladſome Return of Morn, We 
have aſcended an airy Eminence ; and hailed the new- 
born Day; and followed, with our delighted Eye, the 
Mazes of ſome glittering Stream. — Flere rufing with 
impetuous Fury, from the Mountain's Side ; foaming 
over the rifted Rocks, and roaring down the craggy 
Steep. Impatient, as it were, to get free from ſuch 
rugged Paths, and mingle with the Beauties of the lower 
Vale. There, flackening its headlong Career, and 
ſmoothing its Eddies into an even Flow. While, deep 
emboſomed in the verdant Mead, it glides thro' the 
cheriſhed and ſmiling Herbage. Sometimes, loſt amidſt 
cloſing Willows; ſometimes, emerging with freſh Beau- 
ty from the leafy Covert; always, roving with an Air 
of amorous Complacency ; and careſſing, as it were, 
the fringed Banks, and flowery Glebe. —Reminded by 
this watery Monitor, of that Conſtancy and Vigour, 
with which the Affections ſhould move towards the 
great Center of Happineſs, CHRIST JESU of that 
determined Ardour, with which We ſhould break ow 

tae 
Res ſevera oft verum Gaudium. Sen. 
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the Intanglements of Temptation, and Obſtacles of the 
World, in order to reach our everlaſting Rand of 
the mighty Difference between the turbulent, the frothy, 
the precipitate Gratifications of Vice, and the calm, the 
ſubſtantial, the permanent Delights of Religion. 

Or elfe, with eager View, we have ſurveyed the 
extenſive Proſpect, and wandered over all the Magni- 
ficence of I hings—an endleſs Variety of graceful Ob- 
jects, and delightful Scenes! each ſolliciting our chief 
Regard; every one worthy of our whole Attention; 
conſpiring to touch the Heart with a mingled Tranſ- 
port of Wonder, of Gratitude, and of Joy. So that 
we have returned from our rural Expedition, not as the 
Spendthrift from the Gaming-table, curſing his Stars, 
and raving at his ill Luck; gulled of his Money, and 
the derided Dupe of Sharpers: Not as the Libertine 
from the Houſe of Wantonneſs +, ſurfeited with the 
rank Debauch, dogged by Shame, goaded by Remorſe, 
with a thouſand recent Poiſons tingling in his Veins. 
But we returned, as Ships of Commerce from the g- 
den Continent, or the /i Iſlands, with new Acceilt- 
ons of ſublime Improvement, and ſolid Pleaſure. With 
a deeper Veneration for the Almighty CREATOR ; 
with a warmer Senſe of his unſpeakable Favours; and 

with 

Þ+ Sol:men, in order to deter unwary Youth from thoſe Sinks 
of Uncleanneſs, repreſents the Harlot under the Character of a 
peſtilent Hag, or baleful Sorcereſs. Her Feet go daun te Death, 
Prov. v. 5. Her Heuſe is the high Road to Hell, Prov. viii. 27, 
yea, ker Gueſts are in the Depths of Hell, Prov. ix. 18.— The ſe- 
cond Clauſe ſeems to be emphatical. The original Expreflion is 
in the plural Number $97 I chooſe therefore to render it, not 
ſimply The Road, but more largely The high Read: from which 
many other Ways of Guilt branch out, in which many other 
Paths of Ruin coincide. There, Murdcr is often known to drench 
her Dagger in Blood; and Robbery forms the raſh Reſolve, which 
ends in the ignominious Halter. There, Intemperance daily 
brews the Bowl, which enervates the Conſtitution, and tranf- 
forms the Man into a Beaſt. While Diſeaſe, pale, cadaverous, 
noiſome Dileaſe, anticipates the Putrefaction of the Grave, and 
cauſes the wretched Martyrs of Vice to rot even above Ground, — 


Well may every one, that loves Life, and would fain ſce good 
Days, cry out with a Mixture of Deteſtation and Dread; “ O 


my Soul, come not thou into their horrid Haunts !” 


Dii melicra Piis, Erreremgue Heoſtibus illum ! Virg. 
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with a more inflamed Deſire, “to know him now by 
Faith, and after this Life to have the Fruition of his 
* glorious GODHEA D.“ 

Sometimes, with an agreeable Relaxation, we have 
transferred our Cares, from the Welfare of the Na- 
tion, to the Flouriſhing of the Farm ; and, inſtead of 
enacting Regulations for the civil Community, we have 
planned Schemes for the Cultivation of our Ground, 
and the Proſperity of our Cattle. Inſtead of attend- 
ing to the Courſe of Fleets, and the Deſtination of 
Armies, We have directed the Plough where to rend 
the graſſy Turf ; or taught the Honey-ſuckle to wind 
about the Arbour, and the Jeſſamine to climb upon 
the Wall. Inſtead of mterpoſing our friendly Ot- 
fices, to reconcile contending Kingdoms; We have 
formed a Treaty of Coalition, between the ſtranger 
Cyon, and the adopting Tree ; and, by the remarka- 
ble Melioration of the enſuing Fruit, demonſtrated 
(would contending Empires _ the Precedent) what 
Advantages flow from pacitic Meaſures, and an amica- 
ble Union. Inſtead of unraveling the Labyrinths of 
State, and tracing the Fineſſes of foreign Courts; We 
have made ourſelves acquainted with the Politics of Na- 
ture, and obſerved, how wondertully, how myſteri- 
ouſly, that great Projectreſs acts. In this Place ſhe 
rears a vaſt, Trunk, and unfolds a multiplicity of 
Branches, from one ſmall Berry. She qualifies, by hez 
amazing Operations, a few contemptible Acorns, that 
were formerly carried in a Child's Lap, to bear the 
Britiſh Thunder round the Globe, and fecure to our 
Iſland the Sovereignty of the Ocean. In another Place, 
ſhe produces from a dry Grain, fir/t the green Blade; 
then the turgid Ear ; afterwards the tull-grown and ri- 
pened Corn in the Ear*. Repaying, with exact Punc- 
tuality, and with laviſh Uſury, the Huſhandman's I oil 
and the Huſbandman's Loan : cauſing, by a molt fur- 
priſing Reſurrection, the Death of one Seed, to be 
fruitful in the Birth of Hundreds. 

But I forget your Caution, Aſpa/io; forget, how 
kindly you have checked me, when I have been ha- 

ranguing 


Mark iv. 28. 
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ranguing upon, I know not what Powers and Works 
of Nature. Whereas, it is GOD who worketh hither- 
to + : who to this Day exerts, and to the End of Time 
will exert, that ſecret but unremitted Energy, which 
1s the Life of this majeſtic Syſtem, and the Cauſe of all 


its ſtupendous Operations. Let this ſhew you, how 
much I want my Guide, my Philoſopher, and Friend. 
Without his prompting Aid, my Genius is dull; my 
Reflections are aukward; and my religious Improve- 
ments jejune ; ſomewhat like the bung/ing Imitations of 
the Tool, compared with the aer hy Effects of Vege- 
tation. However, I will proceed. Yet, not from 
any View of informing my Aſpaſio, but only to draw a 
Bill upon his Pen; and lay him under an Obligation to 
enrich me with another Letter, upon the grand and ex- 
cellent Subject of his laſt. 

Art is dim- ſighted in her Plans, and defective even 
in her moſt elaborate Effays. But Nature, or rather 
Nature's ſublime AUTHOR, is indeed a Deſigner 
and a Workman that need not be aſtamed. His Eve 
ſtrikes out ten thouſand elegant Models, and his 
Touch executes all with inimitable Perſection.— 
What an admirable Specimen is here of the divine 
Skill, and of the divine Goodneſs! This terraqucous 
Globe is intended, not only for a Place of Habitation, 
but for a Store-houſe of Conveniencies. If We exa- 
mine the ſeveral Apartments of our great Abode ; it 
We take a general Inventory of our common Goods; 
We ſhall find the utmoſt Reaſon to be charmed with 
the Diſplays, both of nice Oeconomy, and boundleſs 
Profuſion. 

Obſerve the Surface of this univerſal Meſſuage. The 
Ground, coarſe as it may ſeem, and trodden by every 
Foot, is nevertheleſs the Laboratory, where the moit 
exquiſite Operations are perſormed; the Sp, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, where the fineſt Manufactures are wrought. 
Though a Multitude of Generations have always been 
accommodated, and though a Multitude of Nations are 
daily ſupplied by its Liberalities, it ſtill continues in- 
exhauſtible. Is a Reſource, that never fails; a Maga- 
zine, never to be drained. I he 

＋ John v. 17, ® 2 Tim. iii 15, 
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The Unevenneſs of the Ground, far from being a 
Blemiſh or a Defect; heightens its Beauty, and avg- 
ments its Uſefulneſs. —Here, it is ſcooped into deep 
and ſheltered Vales, almoſt conſtantly covered with a 
ſpontaneous Growth of Verdure: which, all tender 
and ſucculent, compoſes an eaſy Couch, and yields tlie 
moſt agreeable Fodder, for the various Tribes of Cattle. 
— There, it is extended into a wide, open, champain 
Country: which, annually repleniſhed with the Huſ- 
bandman's Seed, ſhoots into a copious Harveſt. A 
Harveſt, not only of that principal Wheat, which is the 
Staff of our Life, and ſtrengthens our Heart; but of 
the appointed Barley *, and various other Sorts of Grain, 
which yield an excellent Food for our Animals; and 
either enable them to diſpatch our Drudgery, or elſe 
fatten their Fleſh for our Tables. 

The Furrows, obedient to the Will of Man, vary 
their Produce. They bring forth a Crop of tall, flex- 
ile, ſlender Plants : whoſe thin filmy Coat, dried, at- 
tenuated, and ſkiltully manufactured, transforms itſelf 
into ſome of the moſt neceſſary Accommodations of Life, 
and genteeleſt Embelliſbments of Society. It is wove 
into ample Volumes of Cloth; which, fixed to the 
Maſt, give Wings to our Ships, and waſft them to. the 
Extremities of the Ocean. It is twiſted into vaſt 
Lengths of Cordage; which add Nerves to the Crane, 
and lend Sinews ta the Pulley; or elſe, adhering to the 
Anchor, they faſten the Veſſel even on the fluctuating 
Element, and ſecure it even amidſt driving Tempeits, 
Alt furniſhes the Dutcheſs with her coſtly Head-dreſs. 
and delicately fine Rufles. No leſs ſtrong than neat, 
it ſupplies the Plowman with his coarſe Frock, and the 
Sailor with his clumſy Trowſers. Its Fibres, artfully 
ranged by the Operations of the Loom, cover our 
Tables with a graceful Elegance, and ſurround our 
Bodies with a cheriſhing Warmth. On this the 
Painter ſpreads the Colours, which inchant the Eye; 


in 


* Ifat xxvili 25. 
+ One may venture to lay of the Earth, with regard to its ve- 
getabie Operations; 
Omnia transformat ſeſe in Miracula Rerum. 
1 Flax and Hemp. 
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in this the Merchant packs the Wares, which enrich 
the World. 

Yonder, the Hil/s, like a grand Amphitheatre, ariſe. 
Amphitheatre! All the pompous Works of Roman 
Magnificence, are leſs than Mole-banks, are mere 
Cockle-thells, compared with thoſe majeitic Elevations 
of the Earth. Some clad with mantling Vines; ſome 
crowned with towering Cedars ; fome ragged with 
miſhapen Rocks, or yawning with ſubterrancous Dens. 
Whoſe rough and inacceiſible Craggs, whote hideous 
and gloomy Cavities, are not only a continual Refuge 
for the wild Goats, but have often proved an A:ylum 
to perſecuted Merit“, and a Safeguard to the mott va- 
luable Lives. 

At a greater Diſtance, the Mountains liſt their fro- 
zen Brows, or penetrate the Clouds with their aſpiring 
Peaks. 'i heir frozen Brows arreſi the roving, and 
condenſe the rarefied Vapours f. | heir caverned Bow- 
_ els collect the dripping Treaſures, and ſend them a- 
broad in gradual Communications, by trickling Springs. 
While their ſteep Sides precipitate the watery Trea- 
fures ; rolling them on with ſuch a forcible Impulſe , 

that 


To David, from Saul's Malice; to Elijab, from Jexebel's 
Vengeance ; to many of the primitive Chriſtians, from the Rage 
of periecuting Emperors : they wandered in Deſerts and in Meun- 
tain', in Dens and Caves of the Earth, Heb. xi. 38. 

+ Therefore ſtyled - Nimboſa Cacumina Mont is. Virg. 

T It is obſerved, that the largeſt Rivers in the World, thote 


which roll the heavieſt Burden of Waters, and perform the moſt - 


extenſive Circuit through the Nations, generally take their Riſe 
from Mountains. The Rbine, the Rhone, and the Po, all de- 
ſcend from the A/p:. The Tygris derives its rapid Flood, from 


the everlaſting Snows and ſteep Ridges of N:phates, And, to. 


mention no more Inſtances, the River Amazones, which pours 
itſe;f through a Multitude of Provinces, and waters near ezghteen 
hundred Leagues of Land, has its Urn in the Caverns, and it: 
Impetus from the Precipices, of that immenſe Range of Hills the 
Andes. 

If the Reader is inclined to fee the Origin and Formation of Ri- 
vers deſcribed, in all the Sublimity of Diction, and with all the 
Graces of Poctry, He may find this Entertainment in Mr. Tbem- 
ſon's Autumn, Lin. 781. Lait Edit. ; 

Amazing Scene] behold, the Glaems diſcleſe. 
I ſee the Rivers in their infant Beds ! 
Deep, deep I hrar them, labouring to free ! &c. 
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that they never intermit their unwearied Courſe, till. 
they have ſwept thro' the moſt extenſive Climes, and 
regained their native Seas. 

The Vineyard (wells into a Profuſion of Cluſters : 
ſome, tinged with the deepeſt Purple, and delicately 
clouded with Azure: ſome, clad with a whitiſh tran- 
ſparent Skin, which ſhews, the tempting Kernels, 
lodged in luſcious Nectar. — The Vine requires a ſtrong 
Reflection of the Sun-beams, and a very large Propor- 
tion of Warmth. How commodiouſly do the Hills and 
Mountains miniſter to this Purpoſe! May We not call 
thoſe vaſt Declivities, the Garden-walls of Nature? 
Which, far more effectually than the moſt coſtly Glaſ- 
ies, or molt artful Green-houſes, concenter the folar 
Heat, and complete the Maturity of the Grape. Dit- 
tending it with a Liquor of the fineſt Scent, the moſt 
agreeable Reliſh, and the moſt exalted Qualities: ſuch 
as diſſipate Sadneſs, and inſpire Vivacity : tuch as make 

lad the Heart of Man, ws moſt ſweetly prompt, both 

is Gratitude and his Duty to the munificent GLVER. 
I grieve, and I bluſh for my Fellow-creatures, that 
Any ſhould abu this Indulgence of Heaven. That 
Any ſhould turn ſo valuable a Gift of GOD into an 
Inſtrument of Sin. Turn the moſt exhilerating of 
Cordials into Paiſon, Madneſs, and Death. 


The Kitchen-garden preſents Us with a new Train of 


Benefits. In its blooming Ornaments, what unaftected 
Beauty! In its culinary Productions, what diveriitied 
Riches! It ripens a Multitude of nutrimental Eſculcnts, 
and almoſt an equal Abundance of medicinal Herbs ; 
diſtributing Refreſhments to the Healthy ; and admi- 
niſtering Remedies to the Sick. — The Orchard, all tair 
and ruddy, and bowing down beneath its own delici- 
ous Burden, gives Us a freſh Demonſtration of our 
CREATOR's Kindneſs. Regales Us, firit, with all 
the Delicacies of Summer-Fruits; next, with the mere 
laſting Succeſſion of autumnal Dainties. 

What is Nature, but a Series of Wonders, 4 
Fund of Delights! That ſuch a Variety of ff i9 
beautifully coloured, fo elegantly ſhaped, and {© © — 
ingly flavoured, ſhould ariſe from the Earth Thee 

whic 


„ —— 
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which nothing is more inſi pid, ſordid, and deſpicable. 

AI am ſtruck with pleaſing Aſtoniſhment at the Caſe 
of theſe fine Effects, and no lets ſurpriſed at the Man- 
ner of bringing them into Exiſtence. I take a Walk in 

my Garden, or a Turn thro' my Orchard, in the Month 
of December. There ſtand ſeveral Logs of Wood, faſ- 

tened to the Ground. They are erect indeed and ſhape- 
ly, but without either Senſe or Motion. No human 
Hand will touch them; no human Aid will ſuccour 
them; yet, in a little Time, they are beautihed with 
Bloſſoms, they are covered with Leaves, and at Jait 
are loaded with mellow 'Treafures; with the downy 
Peach and the poliſhed Plum ; with the muſky Apricot 
and the juicy Pear; with the Cherry, and its coral. 
Pendants, glowing thro” Lattices of Green, 


and dark 
Beneath her ample Leaf, the luſcious Fig. 


I have wondered at the Structure of my Watch, won- 
dered more at the Deſcription of the Silk-mills, moſt 
of all at the Account of thoſe prodigious Engines in- 
vented by Archimedes. But whatare all the Inventions 
of all the Geometricians and Mechanics in the World, 
compared with theſe inconceivably nice Automata * of 
Nature! Theſe /e/F-oferating Machines diſpatch their 
Buſineſs, with a Punctuality that never miſtakes, with 
a Dexterity that cannot be equalled. In Spring, they 
clothe themſelves with ſuch unſtudied but exquiſite 

Finery, 


® Automata, or ſelf-operating Machines; not meant to ſet aſide 
the Syperintendency of Providence, but only to exclude the Co- 
operation of Man. 


The Word avleualn. is uſed by our MASTER, Mark iv. 38, 
and a fine expreſſive Word it is. Signifying, ſays a Greek Scholiaſt, 
T%; , & KAT l EVESY20%. —[tieems to give us the 
true Sente of that remarkable Phra, in the Maſaic Hiſtory of the 
Creation, TWN Muy» b NTI Gen, it. 3. Vlicb 
GOD created and made, appears tautoiogical, and is by no means 
an exact Tranſlation. It hould rather be interpreted, Which GOD 
created in order te made; to make, by thele prolific Inſtruments and 
zeproducing Prineiples, a continual Succeſſion of Animals, Ve- 
getables, and Creatures, 


ticula 
niatu! 
natur, 
nium 
buc Fe 
Parun 
rum 


gue C. 
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Finery, as far exceeds the Embroidery of the Needle, 
or the Labours of the Loom. In Autumn, they pre- 
ſent Us with ſuch a Collation of Sweet-meats, as not 
only regale our Palate, but ſurpaſs all that Fancy could 
imagine, or Appetite crave.—9S0 that thoſe coar/e and 
ſenſeleſs Logs, firſt decorate the divine Creation, then 
perform the Honours of the Table. 

If, amidſt theſe ordinary Productions of the Earth, 
GOD appears ſo great in Counſel and mighty in Work : 
what may we expect to ſee, in the Palaces of Heaven ; 
in the Hierarchies of Angels; and in that wonderful 
REDEEMER, who is, beyond all other Objects, be- 
yond all other Manifeſtations, the Wiſdem of GOD, and 
the Power of GOD! 

The Foreſt rears Myriads of maſſy Bodies. Which, 
tho' neither gay with Bloſſoms, nor rich with Fruit, 
ſupply Us with Timber of various Kinds, and of eve- 
ry deſirable Quality *. But who ſhall cultivate ſuch 
huge Trees, diffuſed over fo vaſt a Space? The Toil 
were endleſs. See therefore the all-wiſe and ever- 
gracious Ordination of Providence] They are ſo con- 
ſtituted, that they have no Need of the Spade and 
the Pruning-knife. Nay, the little Cares of Man would 
diminiſh, rather than augment their Dignity and their 
Uſefulneſs. The more they are neglected, the better 
they thrive; the more nobly wild and confuſed they 

row. 

When felled by the Axe, they are ſawed into Beams, 
and ſuſtain the Roofs of our Houſes : they are faſhion- 
ed into Carriages, and ſerve for the Conveyance of the 
heavieſt Loads.— Their Subſtance ſo plant, that they 
ge to the Chizzel of the Turner, and are ſmoothed 

y the Plane of the Joyner ; are wrought into the niceſt 
Dimi- 


® Tully has given Us an Abridgment of all the preceding Par- 
ticulars. Which, I think, is one of the finett Landichapes in Mi- 
niature that the deſcriptive Pen ever drew,—-Terra uniwer ſa cer - 
natur, weſtita Floribus, Herbis, Arboribus, Frugibus ; quorum om- 
nium incredibilis Multitudo inſatiabili Varietate diftinguitur, Adde 
buc Fontium gelidas Perennitates, Liguores perlucidos Amnium, Ri- 
parum Veſlitus viridiſſimos, Speluncarum concavas Altitudines, Saxo- 
rum Aſperitates, impendentium Montium Altitudines, Immenſitateſ- 
gue Camporum. De Nat, Deor, Lib. II. 
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Diminutions of Shape, and compoſe ſome of the fineſt 
Branches of Houthold Furniture Their Texture fo 
{o/i4, that they form the moſt important Parts of thoſe 
mighty Engines; which, adapting themſelves to the 
Play of mechanic Powers, diſpatch more Woik in a 
ſingle Hour, than could otherwiſe be accompliſhed in 
many Days. At the iame I ime, their Preſſure is fo 
light. that they float upon the Waters ; and glide along 
the Suiface, almoit with as much Agility, as the finny 
Fry glance thro' the Deep. Thus, while they im- 
part Magnificence to Architecture, and bef.ow num- 
berlets Conveniencics on the Family; they conſtitute 
the very Baie of Navigation, and give Life, give Be- 
ing to Commerce. 


Amit che inacceſſible Depths of che <reft, an Ha- 


bitation is aſſigned for thoie rarencus Beaſts, whoſe 
Apnezrance would be frightful, ana their Neiphtour- 

hood dangerous to Manki:d. Here, the ſterniy ma- 

jeſtic Lion, rovics himſelf fror bis Den, and awes 

the ſavage Herds with his Roar. Here, the fiery Ty- 

ger ſprings upon Prey, and the gloomy Bear trains 

up her Whelns. ere, the twitt Leopard ranges, and 

the grim Wolf prowls, and both in queſt of Murder 

and Blood. Were theſe horrid Animals to dwell in 

our Fields, what Hawock would they make? What Con- 

fternation would they ſpread ? But they voluntarily bury 

themſelves, in the deepeſt Receſſes of the Deſert : 

while the Ox, the Horſc, and the ſerviceable Quadru- 
pedes, live under our Inſpection, and keep within our 
Call: profiting Us as much by their Preſence, as the 
others oblige Us by their Abſence. 

If, at any Time, thoſe ſhaggy Monſters make an 
Excurfion into the habitable World, it is when Man 
retires to his Chamber, and fleeps in Security. The 
Sun, which invites other Creatures abroad, gives them 
the Signal to retreat. The Sun ariſeth, and they get them 
away, and lay them down in their Deus“. Strange | 
That the orient Light, which is ſo pleaſing to Us, 
ſhould ſtrike ſuch Terror on them! Should, more 
effectually than a Legion of Guards, put them all to 

flight, 


* Pal. Civ. 22. 
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flight, and clear the Country of thoſe formidable Ene- 


mies! 

If We turn our Thoughts to the Atmoſphere, We 
find a moſt curious and exquiſite Apparatus of Air. 
Which, becauſe no Object of our Sight, is ſeldom 
conſidered, and little regarded; yet 1s a Source of 
innumerable Advantages. And all theſe Advantages, 
(which is almoſt incredible) are fetched from the very 
Jaws of Ruin. My Meaning may be obſcure, there- 


fore I explain myſelf. 


We live plunged, if I may ſo ſpeak, in an Ocean of 
Air. Whoſe Preſſure, upon a Perſon of moderate Size, 
is equal to the Weight of twenty thouſand. Pounds. 
Tremendous Confideration ! Should the Cicling of a 
Room, or the Roof of a Houſe, fall upon Us with half 
that Force, what deſtructive Effects muſt enſue. Such 
a Force would infallibly drive the Breath from our 
Lungs, or break every Bone in our Bodies. Yet, fo 
admirably has the divine WISDOM contrived this 
aerial Fluid, and fo nicely counterpoiſed its dreadful 
Power, that We receive not the ſlighteſt Hurt; We 
ſuffer no manner of Inconvenience ; We even enjoy the 
Load. Inftead of being as a Mountain on our Loins, 
it is like Wings to our Feet, or like Sinews to our 
Limbs.—Is not this common Ordination of Providence, 
thus conſidered, ſomewhar like the Miracle of the 
burning Buſh ; whoſe tender and combuſtible Sub- 
itance, tho' in the midſt of Flames, was neither con- 
ſumed nor injured * ? Is it not almoſt as marvelous, as 
the Prodigy of the three Hebrew Youths? Who walk- 
ed in the fiery Furnace, without having a Hair of their 
Head finged, or ſo much as the Smell of Fire paſling 
en their Garments Þ ? Surely, We have Reaſon to 
ſay unto GOD; O! how terrible, yet how beneficent, 
art Thou in thy Works ! 

The Air, though too weak to ſupport our Flight, is 
a Thoroughfare for innumerable Wings. Here the 
whole Commonwealth of Birds take up their Abode. 
Here they lodge and expatiate, beyond the Reach of 


their 


* Exod, iii. 2. 4 Dan, iii. 27. 
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their Adverſaries. Were they to run upon the Earth, 
they would be expoſed to ten thouſand Dangers, with- 
out proper Strength to reſiſt them, or ſutficient Speed 
to eſcape them. Whereas, by mounting the Skies, 
and lifting themſelves up on high, they are ſecure from 
Peril, they ſcorn the Horſe and 2 Rider *. Some of 
them perching upon the Boughs, others ſoaring amidſt 
the Firmament, entertain Us with their Notes ; which 
are muſical and agreeable, when heard at this conve- 
nient Diſtance ; but would be noiſy and importunate, 
if brought nearer to our Ears.—Here, many of thoſe 
feathered Families reſide, which yield Us a delicious 
Treat ; yet give Us no Trouble, put Us to no Ex- 
pence, and, till the Moment We want them, are 
wholly out of our Way. 

The Air, commiſſioned by its all-bountiful AU- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the Adminiſtration of ſe- 
veral Offices, which are perfectly obliging, and no leſs 
ſerviceable to Mankind. —Co-operating with our Lungs, 
it venti/ates the Blood; cools and qualifies the vital 
Warmth ; promotes and exalts the animal Secretions. 
Many Days We might live, or even whole Months, 
without the Light of the Sun, or the Glimmering of a 
Star. Whereas, if We are deprived, only for a few 
Minutes, of this aerial Support, We ſicken, We faint, 
We die. The ſame uniwverſal Nurſe has a conſider- 
able Hand, in cheriſhing the ſeveral Tribes of Plants. 
It helps to transtuſe vegetable Vigour into the Trunk 
of the Oak, and a blooming Gaiety into the Spread of 
the Roſe. 

The Air undertakes to convey to our Noſtrils the 
extremely ſubtil Efluvia, that tranſpire from odorife- 
rous Bodies. Thoſe detached Particles are ſo imper- 
ceptibly ſmall, that they would elude the moſt careful 
Hand, or eſcape the niceſt Eye. But this truſty De- 
poſitory receives and eſcorts the inviſible Vagrants, 
without loſing ſo much as a ſingle Atom. Entertain- 
ing Us, by this means, with the delightful Senſations, 
that ariſe from the Fragrance of Flowers ; and admo- 
niſhing Us, by the Tranſmiſſion of offenſive Smells, to 


# Job xxxix. 18. 


with- 
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withdraw from an unwholeſome Situation, or beware 
of any pernicious Food. 

The Air, by its undulating Motion, conducts to our 
Ear all the Diverſities of Sound; and, thereby, diſchar- 
ges the Duty of a moſt ſeaſonable and faithful Monitor, 
As I walk acroſs the Streets of London, with my Eye 
engaged on other Objects; a Dray, perhaps, with all its 
Load, is driving down directly upon me. Or, as J ride 
along the Road, muſing and unapprehenſive, a Chariot 
and fix is whirling on with a rapid Career, at the Heels 
of my Horſe. The Air, like a vigilant Friend, in pain 
for my Welfare, immediately takes the Alarm ; and, 
while the Danger is at a conſiderable Diſtance, diſ- 
patches a Courier to advertiſe me of the approaching 
Miſchief. It even thunders in my Ear ; and, with a 
clamorous but kind Importunity, urges me to be upon 
my Guard, and provide for my Safety. 

The Air wafts to our Senſe all the Modulations of 
Mufic, and the more agreeable Entertainments of re- 
fined Converſation. When Myrti/la ſtrikes the ſilver 
Strings, and teaches the willing Harpſichord to war- 
ble with her CREATOR's Praiſe: when her facred 
Sonata warms the Heart with Devotion, and wings 
our Deſires to Heaven. — When C/eora tunes her Song, 
or the Nightingale imitates her inchanting Voice : 
when She heightens every melodious Note, with her 
adored REDEEMER's Name; and ſo ſmooths her 
charming Tones, ſo breathes her rapturous Soul, 
that GOD's own Ear liſtens delighted.” -— When 
Wiſdom takes its Seat on Mitio's Tongue; and flows 
in perfpicuous Periods, and inſtructive Truths, amidſt 
the choſen Circle of his Acquaintance. When Be- 
nevolence, aſſociated with Perſuaſion ; dwell on Mi- 
cander's Lips; and plead the Cauſe of injured Inno- 
cence, or oppreſſed Virtue.—When Goodneſs, leagued 
with Happineſs, accompany Eu/ebius into the Pulpit ; 
and reclaim the Libertine from the Slavery of his 
Vices ; diſengage the Infidel from the Faſcination of his 
Prejudices ; and ſo affectionately, ſo pathetically invite 
the whole Audience, to partake the unequalled Joys of 
pure Religion. — In all theſe Caſes, the Air diſtributes 

Vor. II. * every 
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every muſical Variation with the utmoſt Exadinęſi; 
and delivers the Speaker's Meſſage with the moſt punc- 
| tual Fidelity. Whereas, without this Internuntio, all 
would be ſullen and unmeaning Silence. We ſhould 
loſe both the Pleaſure and the Profit; neither be 
charmed with the harmonious, nor improved by the 


| 
articulate Accents. | 

The Breezes of the Air, when vague and uncon- ; 
fined, are fo very gentle ; that they ſport with the 
moſt inofenſive Wantonneſs, amidſt Ophelia's Locks, , 
and ſcarce diſadjuſt a fingle Curl. But, when col- \ 
lected and applied by the Contrivance of Man, they 1 
act with ſuch prodigious Force; as is ſufficient to whirl 1 
round the hugeſt Wheels, though clogged with the m 
moſt incumbering Loads. They make the ponderous li 
Millſtones move as ſwiftly, as the Dancer's Heel: 2 
and the maſſy Beams play as nimbly, as the Muſician's as 
Finger. 

If we climb, in Speculation, the higher Regions, 5 
here is an endleſs Succeſſion of Claudi, fed by Eva- + 
porations from the Ocean. The Clouds are them- 
ſelves a kind of Ocean, ſuſpended in the Air with fo 
amazing Skill. They travel, in detached Parties, and for 
in the Quality of itinerant Cifterns, round all the ter- W. 
reſtrial Globe. They fructify, by proper Commu- We! 
nications of Moiſture, the ſpacious Paſtures of the * 
Wealthy ; and gladden, with no leſs liberal Showers, ofte 
the Cotteger's little Spot. Nay, fo condeſcending is ſpre 
the Benignity of their great Proprietor, that they /a- feds 
tisfy the deſolate and waſte Ground; and cauſe, even in Dow 
the moſt uncultivated Wilds, the Bud of the tender Herb hy 1 
to ſpring forth *. That the Natives of the lonely De- ing : 
ſart, thoſe ſavage Herds which know no Maſter's Stall, in 
may nevertheleſs experience the Care, and rejoice in diſtri 
the Bounty of an all- ſupporting PARENT. 9 

How wonderful! That the Water, which is much - 
denſer and far heavier than the Air, ſhould riſe into it; 
make its Way thro' it; and take a Station in the very 5 7 
uppermoſt Regions of it! This, One ſhould imagine, be nify 
were almoſt as impoſſible, as for the Rivers to run back Mulia 

Job xxxviii. 27. 
to 
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to their dource. Vet PROVIDENCE has contrived 
a Way, to make it not only practicable, but Matter of 
continual Occurrence. 

Ho wonderful! That pendent Lakes ſhould be diffu- 
ſed, or fuid Mountains heaped over our Heads ; and both 
ſuſtained in the thinneſt Parts of the Atmoſphere! We 
little think of that ſurpriſing Expedient, which, with- 
out Conduits of Stone, or Veſſels of Braſs, keeps ſuch 
Loads of Water in a buoyant State; and with-holds 
them from ruſhing down, with furious and ditorder] 
Violence. Fob conſidered this, not without holy Ad- 
miration, and grateful Praiſe. Deft thou know the Ba- 
lancings of the Clouds ? How ſuch ponderous Bodies are 
made to hang with an even Poiſe, and hover like the 
lighteſt Down? "Theſe are the wonderous Works of HIM 
co is perfect in Knowledge *. He bindeth up the Waters 
in his thick Clouds ; and the Cloud, tho' nothing is more 
looſe and fluid, becomes, by the ALMIGHT 's Or- 
der, firm and tenacious as Caſks of Iron; it 7s not rent 
+ under all the Weight. 

When the Sluices are opened, and the Waters de- 
ſcend, One is apt to ſuſpect, that they ſhould guſk 
forth in Cataracts, or pour themſelves out in Torrents 
Whereas, inſtead of ſuch a precipitate Effuſion, which 
would be infinitely pernicious, they coaleſce into Glo- 
bules, and are diſpenſed in gentle Showers. They are 
oiten attenuated into the Smallneſs of a Hair $; they 
ſpread themſelves, as if they were ſtrained thro' the Ori- 
hces of the fineſt Watering-pot ; and form thoſe nal 
Drops of Rain, «which the Clouds diſtil upon Man abundant- 
{y \|. Thus, inſtead of drowning the Earth, and ſweep- 
ing away its Fruits, they cheriſh univerſal Nature; and, 
in Conformity to the Practice of their great MASTER, 
diſtribute their humid Stores to Men, to Animals, and 
Vegetables, as they are able to bear them 4. 


* Job xxxvii. 16. + Job xxvi. 8. 
§ The Hebr:20 Words, which convey the Idea of gentle Rais, 
ſignify a Portion of Water, made ſmall as a Hair, or divided into 
Millions of Parts, YT) ON) Deut. xxxii. 2. 

Job xxxvi. 28. Mark iv. 33 


12 Beſides 
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Beſides the Receptacles of Water, here are canton- 
ed various Parties of Winds, mild or fierce, gentle or 
boĩſterous; furniſhed with breezy Wings, to far the 
glowing Firmament, and diffuſe Refreſhment on a faint- 
ing World: or elſe, fitted to act as an univerfal Beſom ; 
and, by ſweeping the Chambers of the Atmoſphere, to 
preſerve the fine acrial Fluid free from Feculencies. 
Without this wholeſome Agency of the Winds, the Air 
would ſtagnate ; become putrid ; and ſurround Us, in 
the literal Senſe of the Words, with Darkneſs that 
might be felt ||. London, Paris, and all the great Cities 
in the World, inſtead of being the Seats of Elegance, 
would degenerate into Sinks of Corruption. 

At Sas, the Winds ſwell the Mariner's Sails, and 
ſpeed his Courſe along the watery Way : ſpeed it far 
more effectually, than a thouſand Rowers, bending to 
their Strokes, and tugging at the Oar. By Land, 
they perform the Office of an immenſe Seed-man, and 
ſcatter abroad the reproductive Principles of a Multi- 
tude of Plants; which, tho' the Staff of Life to many 
Animals, are too ſmall for the Management, or too 
mean for the Attention of Man. HE bringeth the 
Winds out of his Treaſuries *, is a very juſt Obſervation; 
whether it relate to GOD's abſolute and uncontroula- 
ble Dominion over this moſt potent Meteor, or to its 
welcome and ſalutary Influence * on all the Face of 


r 


Nature. 
Here are Lightrings ſtationed, tho' dormant at pre- 7 
ſent, they are in act to ſpring, and launch the livid 0 
Flame: whenever their piercing Flaſh is neceſſary, to \ 
deſtroy the /ulphureous Vapours ; or diſlodge any other 5 
#oxious Matter, which might be prejudicial to the deli- N 
cate Temperature of the Æther, and obſcure its more N 
than cryſtalline Tranſparency. C 
Above all is ſituate a radiant and maje/tic Orb, which j 
inlightens the Tracts, chears the Inhabitants, and co- i 
lours 20 

{| Exod. x. 21+ Pr 

* * Pſal. cxxxv. 7. Ruam ſalutares autem dedit, g uam tempeſ- 0 

ti vos nin modo Hominum, ſed etiam Pecudum Gentri, its denique om- ip; 


nibus qua oriuntur @ Terra, Ventos ? Quorum Fio'u nim!'! temperan- 
tur Calires, ab ii/dem etiam maritimi Curſus celeres S cert1 dirigun- 
tur. De Nat. Decor. Lib. II. 
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lours all the Productions of this habitable Globe. 
While the Air, by a ſingular Addreſs in managing the 
Rays, amplifies their Uſefulneſs; its reflecking Power 
+ augments that Heat, which is the Life of Nature ; 
its refradting Power prolongs that Splendor, which is 
the Beauty of the Creation. Theſe Emanations of 
Light, tho' formed of inactive Matter, yet (altoniſh- 
ing Apparatus of almighty Wiſdom!) are refined al- 
moſt to the Subri/ty of Spirit, and are ſcarce inierior 
even to Thought in Speed. By which means, they 
ſpread themſelves, with a kind of inſtantancous Swift- 
neſs, through the Circumference of a whole Hemi- 
ſphere ; and though they fill, where-ever they per- 
vade, yet they ſtraiten no Place, imbarraſs no One, 
incumber Nothing. | 

Thefe give the Diamond its Brilliancy, and the Vel- 
vet its Gloſs: to theſe the cheariul Eye is obliged for 
its lively Sparkle, and the modeſt Cheek for its roſy 
Bluſh. Theſe, attending the judicious Touches of 
the Pencil, bid the Drapery flow, and the embodied 
Figure riſe ; bid the Countenance wear the calm Se- 
renity of Thought, or be agitated with the wild T'ranſ- 
ports of Paſſion. — Without this Circumſtance of Colour, 
we ſhould want all the Entertainments of Viſion, and 
be at a loſs to diſtinguiſh one Thing from another. 


+ The Air is a curious Cover, which, without oppreſſing the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, with any perceivable Weight, confines, 
reflects, and thereby increaſes the vivifying Heat of the Sun. The 
Air increaſes this kindly Heat, muck in the ſame manner as our 
Garments by Day, or Bed-clothes by Night, give additional 
Warmth to our Bodies, — Whereas, when the acrial Veſtment 
grows thin, or to ſpeak more philoſophically, when the Air be- 
comes leſs in Quantity, and more attenuated in Quality, the ſolar 
Warmth is very ſenſibly diminiſhed. Travelers on the lofty 
Mountains of America, ſometimes experience, to their terrible 
Colt, the Truth of this Obſervation. Though the Clime, at the 
Foot of thoſe prodigious Hills, is even hot and ſultry 3 yet on 
their Summits, the Cold rages with ſuch exceflive Severity, that 
it is no unuſual Calamity, for the Horſe and his Rider to be fro- 
zen to death.—We have therofore great Reaſon to bleſs the ſu- 
preme DISPOSER of Things, for placing Us in the commodi- 


ous Concavity, or rather under the cher hing Wings of an Atmo- 
ſphere. 


I 3 we 
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Ve ſhould heſitate to pronounce, and muſt take a lit- 
tle Journey to determine, whether yonder Incloſure 
contains a Piece of Paſturage, or a Plot of arable Land. 
We ſhould queſtion, and could not very expeditiouſly 
reſolve, whether the next Perſon We meet, be a Soldier 
in his Regimentals, or a Swain in his Holy-day Suit ? 
A Brice in her Ornaments, or a Widow in her Weeds. 
Put Colour, like a particular Livery, characterizes the 
Claſs, to which each Individual belongs. It is the Latel, 
which indicates, upon the firſt Inſpection, its reſpec- 
tive Quality. It is the Trc&et, which guides onr Choice, 
and directs our Hand“. 
We have curſorily ſurveyed the ae Reoms of our great 
Habitation, and taken a turn along the Ground fiocr ; 
if We deicend into the ſubterraneous Lodgments, the 
Cellars of the ſtately Structure, We ſhall there alſo find 
the moſt exquiſite Contrivance acting in Concert with 
the moſt proſuſe Goodneſs. Here are various Mi- 
neralt, of lovereign Etheacy in Medicine: that rectify 
the vitiated Blood, and quicken the languid Spirits; 
that often rekindle the fading Bloom in the Virgin's 
Complexion, and reinvigorate the inſcebled Arm of 
Manhood. Here are Beds fraught with Metals of 
the richeſt Value. From hence come the golden Trea- 
ſures, from hence the filver Stores, which are the 
very Life of Traffic; and circulate through the Body 


politic, as the vital Fluid through the animal Frame. 


Which, 


This, I believe, -ſuggeſts the true Senſe-of thoſe noble Me- 
taphors, uſed by the divine Speaker. It is turned as Clay te the 
Seal, and they fland as a Garment : It, the Earth and all its Pro- 
ductions receive, from the riſing Sun, both Colour and Beauty, 

aſt as the ſoft Clay, and the melting Wax, receive an elegant 
mpreihion from the Scal.— They, (the Mort ing and the Day- 
ſpring, mentioned in a preceding Verſe) ſtand as a Garment ; they 
n&t the Part of a magnificent and univerſal Clothing; give all 
viſible Objects, their comely Aipect, and graceful Ditinttions; 
Fob xxxviii. 14. 

What bold and fine Images are here — The Sea had been de- 
ſcribed as an Infant, changeable, froward, and impetuous, with 
thick Darkneſs for its Swadling- band. The Light is repreſented 
as an Handmaid attending to dreſs the Creation; and executing 
the CREATOR's Orders, witha Punfuality that never fails, with 

Speed that cannot be equalled. 


| 
| 
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Which, in the refining Hand of Charity, are Feet to 
the Lame, and Eyes to the Blind, and make the Wi- 
dow's Heart ſing for Joy.— Here are Mines, which 
yield a Metal of meaner Atpe&, but of a firmer Cohe- 
ſion, and of ſuperior Utefulneſs. A Metal, that tur- 
niſhes almoit ail the Implements, with which Art 
executes her various Deſigns. Without the AH ance 
of Iron, Trade would be reduced to the lowei: Ebb; 
Commerce would fee! her Wings clipped ; and every 
Species of mechanic Skill, either utterly fail, or be 
miferably baffled. Without the Atli:tance of Tron, it 
would be almoit impoilible to rear the iteady Maſt, 
to diſplay the daring Canvas, or drop the faithful An- 
chor. Deſtitute of this ever- needful Commodity, we 
ſhould have no Plow to furrow the Soil, no Shuttle to 
traverſe the Loom, ſcarce any Ornament for polite, or 
any Utenſil for ordinary Life. 

Here is an inexhauſted Fund of combuſiible Mate- 
rials, which ſupply the whole Nation with Fewel. 
Theſe preſent their Miniſtrations in the Kitchen ; and 
yielding themſelves as Aliment to the Flame, render 
our Food both palatable and healthy. — Theſe offer 
their Service at the Forge ; and, with their piercing 
Heat, mollify the moſt ſtubborn Bars, till they be- 
come pliant to the Stroke of the Hammer. The 
Coal pour themſelves likewiſe into the Glaſs-houſes. 
They rage, amidft thoſe aftoniſhing Furnaces, with 
irreſiſtible but uſeful Fierceneſs. They liquify even 
the obdurate Flint, and make the moſt rigid Sub- 
ſtances far more ductile, than the ſofteſt Clay, or the 
melting Wax : make them obſequious, not only to the 
lighteſt Touch, but to the Impreſſions of our very 
Breath. | 

By this means, we are furniſhed, and from the 
coarſeſt Ingredients, with the moſt curious, beautiful, 


I 4 and 


+ As for the Earth, ſays Fob, out of it cometh Bread: Corn, 
Vegetables, and whatever is good for Food, ſpring from its Sur- 
face. White under it, is turned up as it were Fire: its lower Parts 
=mMmA17 its deeper Strata, yield combuſtible Materials; which 


are eaſily inkindled into Fire, and adminiſter the molt fubſtagiial 
Fewel for the Flame. Fob xxvüi. 5, 
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and ſerviceable Manufacture in the World. A Manu— 
facture, which tranſmits the chearing Light of the 
Sun into our Houſes, yet excludes the Annoyance of 
the Rains, and the Violence of the Winds. Which 
gives ex Eyes to decrepit Age, and vaſtly more in- 
larged Views to Philoſophy and Science: Which leads 
up the Aſtronomer's Diſcernment, even to the Sate/- 
lites of Saturn; and carries down the Naturaliſt's Ob- 
ſervation, as far as the Animalcule Race: bringing 
near what is immenſely remote, and making viſible 
what, to our unaſſiſted Sight, would be abſolutely 
imperceptible. 

We have alſo, when the Sun withdraws his Shining, 
an Expedient to ſupply his Place, We can create an 
artificial Day in our Rooms, and prolong our Studies, 
or purſue our Buſineſs, under its chearing Influence. 
With beaming Tapers and ruddy Fires, We chaſe the 
Darkneſs, and mitigate + the Cold; We cheriſh Con- 

verſation, 


+ I can hardly forbear tranſcribing the grateful and pious Re- 
mark, which Scrates makes on this Occaſion. Demonſtrating, 
from the advantageous and benign Conſtitution of Things, GOD's 


indulgent Care for Mankind, He asks; To * 9 To vp Wogou 
nun, ETIXSE?Y fate N, ETIESELY Of TKOTE;, ou , ονNαꝗYσ? e- 


GIATUY TEXVNV, Y WAITE 07% WARNE EvEXG ar)ewro HATH - 
oxevatorrac; Ns Yar S , ² xd azioNoyor avty 


eve®- arbgure Tw Tg» Bro Xenopus KATUTKEUR GOVT ON 
To which his Pupil very intelligently replies, YTrigea nu X TET0 
Grrarbewnrin. Vid. Socrat. Memor, Lib. iv. A Work, that may 
be ranked among the fineſt Remains of Antiquity. Egual, tis 
acknowledged, to any of th: antient Compoſitions in Purity of 
Styl:, and Dignity of Sentiment. Superior, I think, to them 
all, for the artful, delicate, and happy Manner of conveying In- 
ſtruction, 

I wiſh, the Author of the preceding Dialogues had been better 
acquainted with the Scrarzc Method; and I could wiſh, that 
young Students for the Miniſtry would adopt the Skill of this 
beathen Philoſopher. Perhaps, no Qualification of human Growth, 
would more effectually contribute to render them, what St. Paul 


ſtyles, 9i9axTiX2;. It ſeems to be the moſt infinuating and ſuc- 
ceſsful Way both to convince and inſt rut. Nay, it convinces the 
Opponent aut of his own Mouth, and makes the Pupil inſtru 
himſelf, It is what the Teacher ſent from GOD practiſed, in thoſe 
incomparable Sketches of obliging and maſterly Addreſs, The 
Parable of the e729 D-btors, and of the good Samaritan, 
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verſation, and cultivate the ſocial Spirit. We render 
thoſe very Intervals of Time, ſome of the moſt de- 
lightful Portions of our Life, which otherwiſe would 
be a joyleſs and unimproving Void. 

Theſe obſcure Caverns are the Birth-place of the 
moſt ſparkling Gems. Which, when nicely poliſhed, 
and prodigal of their Luſtre, ſtand Candidates for a 
Place on the royal Crown, or a Seat on the wirtuous 
Fair One's Breaſt. And, I will not with our Men 
of Gallantry fay, emulate the living Brilliancy of 
her Eyes; but ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the Loveli- 


| neſs and Excellency of her accompliſhed Mind, and 


amiable Converſation : whoſe Price, according to the 
unerring Eſtimate of Inſpiration, is ſuperior to Sap- 
phires, 7s far above Rubiesh. 

Here are 2warries, ſtocked with Stones, inferior in 


Beauty to the Jeweler's Ware, but much more emi- 


nently uſeful. Which, when properly ranged, and 
cemented with a tenacious Mortar, form the convenient 
Abodes of Peace, and build the ſtrongeſt Fortifications 
of War: defending Us from the Inclemencies of the 
Weather, and the more formidable Aſſaults of our 
Enemies. Theſe conſtitute the Arches of the Bridge, 
the Arms of the Mole, and the rocky Girdle of our 
Quays : which convey the Traveller, with perfect Se- 
curity, over the moſt rapid Rivers; or ſcreen the Bark 
from the deſtructive Inroad of tempeſtuous Seas. 
Theſe ſtony Treafures are comparatively t, while 
they continue in the Bowels of the Earth; but acquire 
an increaſing Hardneſs, when expoſed to the open 
Air. Was this remarkable Peculiarity reverſed, what 
Difficulties would attend the Labours of the Maſon ? 
His Materials could not be extracted from their Bed, 
nor faſhioned for his Purpoſe, without infinite Toil. 
Were his Work completed, it could not long withſtand 
the Fury of the Elements; but inſenſibly mouldering. 
or inceſſantly decaying, would elude the Expectations 
of the Owner ; perhaps, might prove an immature 
Grave, inſtead of a durable Dwelling. 


+ Prov. xxxi. 10. 


8.4 Here 
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Here are various Aſſortments or vaſt Layers of Clay. 
Which however contemptible in its Appearance, is 
abundantly more beneficial, than the Rocks of Dia- 
mond, or the Veins of Gold. This is moulded, with 


great Expedition and Eaſe, into Veſſels of any 


Shape, and of almoſt every Size. Some, ſo delicately 
fine, that they compoſe the moſt clegant and orna- 
mental Furniture, for the Tea-table of a Princeſs. 
Others, ſo remarkably cheap, that they are ranged on 
the Shelves, and miniſter at the Meals, of the pooreſt 
Peafant. All ſo perfectly neat, that no Liquid takes 
the leaſt Taint, nor the niceſt Palate any Diſguſt, 
from their cleanly Services. | 

A Multiplicity of other valuable Stores, are locked 
up by Providence, in thoſe ample Vaults. The Key 
of all is committed to the Management of Inauftry ; 
with free Permiſſion to produce each particular Spe- 
Cies, as Neceſlity ſhall demand, or Prudence direct. 

Which ſhall we moſt admire, the bountiful Heart, 
the liberal Hand, or the all-diſcerning Eye of our great 
CREATOR ? How obſervable and admirable 1s his 
Precauti:n, in removing theſe uſeful but cumbrous 
Wares, from the Superficies; and ſtowing them, in 
proper Repoſitories, beneath the Ground ! Were 
they ſcattered over the Surface of the Soil, the Earth 
would be embarraſſed with the enormous Load. Our 
Roads would be blocked up, and ſcarce any Portion left 
tree for the Operations of Huſbandry. —Were they buri- 
cd extremely deep, or ſunk to the Center of the Globe, 
it would coſt Us immenſe Pains to procure them; or 
rather, they would be quite inacceſſible.— Were they 
uniiormly fpread into a Pavement for Nature; the 
Trees could not ftrike their Roots, nor the Herbs ſhoot 
their Blades, but univerſal Sterility muſt enſue. 
Whereas, by their preſent Diſpoſition, they furniſh 
Us with a Magazine of metallic, without cauſing any 
Diminution of our vegetable Treaſures. Foſſils of eve- 
ry noble and ſerviceable Kind enrich the Bowels, while 
Eloom and Verdure embelliſh the Face of the Earth. 

So judicious is the Arrangement of this grand 
Edifice! So beneficent the Deſtination of its whole 

Furniture! 


” 
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+ Furniture! In which, all is regulated with conſum- 
mate Skill, and touched into the higheſt Perfection. 
All moſt exactly adapted to the various Intentions of 
Providence, and the manifold Exigencies of Mankind : 
to ſupply every Want, We can feel ; and gratify every 
l i, We can form. 

Inſomuch that the whole Syſtem affords a favourite 
and exalted Topic of Praiſe, even to thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed Beings, who fland on the Sea of Glaſs, and have the 
Harps of GOD in their Hands. They lift their Voice 
and ſing, Great and marvelous are thy Works, O LORD 
GOD Almighty*. And is there not Reaſon, my A/- 
ſꝛaſio would ſay, infinite Reaſon, for Us to join this tri- 
umphant Choir; and add Gratitude to our Wonder, 
Love to our Hallelujahs ? Since all theſe Things are 
to Us, not merely Objects of Contemplation, but 
Sources of Accommodation: not only a noble SpeCta- 
cle, bright with the Diſplay of our CREATOR's Wil- 
dom; but an ineſtimable Gift, rich with the Emana- 
tions of his Goodneſs, The Earth hath He /et before 
the Inhabitants of Glory, but the Earth hath He given 
to the Children of Men .— Having given Us 515 ; 
given Us a World; has he not a Right, a moſt un- 
queſtionable and unrivaled Right, to make that tender 
Demand? My Sor, give me thy Heart J. 

all I add another Paſſage ? Which, viewed with 
any but the laſt Paragraph, will be like the Head of Gold, 
eminent and conſpicuous on Feet of Iron and Clay. It 

18 


+ No Notice is taken of the Ocean, in this little Rent-roll of 
Nature's Wealth; becauſe, a diſtint Sketch is given of that 
grand Reſervoir and its principal Services, in Letter IX. 

* Revel. xv. 3. Great and marwelous are thy Works, O LORD 
GOD Almizhty ! Juſt and true are thy Ways, Thou KING of 
Saints! The firſt Part ſeems to mean, what the inſpired Writer 
calls, The Feng of Moſes, The ſecond contains, what he ityles, 
The Sorg of the LAMB, The firſt, I ſhould imagine, relates to 
the ſtupendous Works of Creation. The ſecond alludes to the 
far more wonderful Scheme of Redemption. The former, de- 
icribing the Syſtem of Nature, is recorded by Moſes; the latter, 
comprehendiag the Salvation of the Saints, is accompliſhed by 
CHRIJT, 

i Pſal, cxv. 16. 1 Prov. xxili. 26. 
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s taken from the fineſt philoſophical Oration, that 
ever was made. TI never read it but with a Glow of 
Delight, and with Impreſſions of Awe. It is, in ſhort, 
inimitably ſpirited and ſublime. You think, per- 
haps, Iact an impolitic Part, in being fo laviſh of my 
Praiſe ; and that the Quotation muſt ſuffer, by ſuch an 
aggrandizing Introduction. But I am under no Appre- 
henſions of this Kind. Forbear to be delighted, if 
You can ; ceaſe to admire, if You can ; When You 
bear OMNISCIENCE itſelf declaring, That, on the 
Sight of this univerſal Fabric, emerging out of No- 
thing, The MoxninG STaks SANG TOGETHER, 
AND ALL THE Sons oF GOD $novurTEeD For Jov.f 
The Syſtem was ſo graceful, ſo magnificent, and, 
in all Reſpects, ſo exquiſitely finiſhed ; that the moſt 
exalted Intelligences were charmed, were tranſported. 
They knew not how to expreſs themſelves on the great 
Occaſion, but in Shouts of Exultation, and Songs of 
Praiſe. Is it poſſible for Imagination to conceive an 
Encomium, ſo juſt, ſo high, ſo beautifully noble !—I 
am ſure, after ſo much Delicacy, and Majeſty of Sen- 
timent, any thing of mine muſt be intolerably flat ; 
unleſs You will except this one Profeſſion, that I am, 
with the moſt cordial Sincerity, 


My dear Aſpaſio, 
inviolably jours, 


THERON. 


+ Job. XXXVili. 7. 


LETTER 


LETTER VII. 


AsPAs10 to T HERON. 


My dear TuERON, 


F You write with ſuch a View, and from ſuch a 

Motive, as are mentioned in your laſt, expect no 
more free-will Offerings from my Pen. In this one 
Inſtance, I ſhall think it my Duty to be covetous. I 
ſhall act the Miſer out of Principle; and hardly per- 
ſuade myſelf to part with a ſingle Line, till it is be- 
come an undeniable Debt. I muſt turn your own 
Artifice on Yourſelf; and lay You under a Neceſſity 
of obliging, entertaining, and edifying me by your 
Correſpondence. 

For, give me Leave to aſſure You, that I am al- 
ways delighted, and always improved by your Epiſtles. 
They ſhew me a Multitude of Beauties in the Crea- 
tion, which I ſhould not otherwiſe have diſcerned. 
'They point out the infinite Power, the unſearchable 
Wiſdom, and the charmingly rich Goodneſs of the 
glorious MAKER. Such a Philoſophy turns all Na- 
ture into a School of Inſtruction, an is an excellent 
Handmaid to true Religion. It makes every Object a 
Step, better than a golden Step, to raiſe both our 
Knowledge and our Aﬀections to the adorable and 
immortal CAUSE of all. | 

While I am roving heedleſly along, your Remarks 
often interpoſe, like ſome intelligent faithful Monitor, 
who claps his Hand upon my Breaſt, and ſays; Stand 
fill, and confider the wondrous Works of GOD *.—Wil- 
lingly I obey the Admonition: the Cyriſtian may, 
with peculiar Complacency, behold this grand Maga- 

| Ea zine 


* Job. xXXVII. 14+ 
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zine of Wonders, this copious Storehouſe of Bleſſings; 
and, conſcious of an Intereſt in FESUS, has a Right 
to call them all his own ®, He may look round upon 
preſent Things; look forward unto future Things; 
and, truſting in his SAVIOUR's Merit, may confi- 
dently ſay Not one only, but both theſe Worlds 
are mine. By Virtue of my REDEEMER's Righ- 
*« teouſneſs, I poſſeſs the neceſſary Accommodations 
of this Life; and, on the ſame unſhaken Footing, 
I ſtand intitled to the inconceiveable Felicity of a 
better.“ 

Surely then it will be as pleaſing an Employ, and 
as important a Search, to examine the Validity of our 
Title to all Things, as to eſtimate the Value of our 
preſent Poſſeſſions. You have executed the one, Let 
me attempt the other. Vou have ſurveyed material Na- 
ture: it appears to be void of all Defect; and, for the 


Purpoſes which it is intended to anſwer, completely 


finiſhed. Is not our SAVIOUR's Obedience, the 
Proviſion made for indigent and guilty Souls, equally 
perfect ? Since this 1s everlaſting and immutable ; 
ſince the other is tranſient and periſhable; doubtleſs 
We may argue with the judicious Apoſtle: F that 
ewhich is to be dene axvay, which will ſoon be conſigned 
over to Diſſolution, 7s glorious ; much more that which 
remaineth whoſe bleſſed Effects continue to eternal 
Ages, is glorious f. 

We are every One, as an unclean Thing F. Our very 
Nature is contaminated. Even Sanctification, though 
it deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſuperſede the 
polluting Power of Iniquity. So that whatever Graces 
We exerciſe, whatever Duties we perform, (like the 


Rays of Light tranſmitted through coloured Glaſs, or 


like generous Wine ſtreamed from a defiled Caſk) 
they receive ſome improper Linge, or contract ſome 
debaſing Taint. But CHRIST was intirely free from 
this innate Contagion. He had no erroneous Appre- 
henſions in his Mind, no corrupt Bias upon his Will, 
nor any irregular Concupiſcence in his Affections. 
Being thus perfectly undefiled, He did no Sin, nei- 


ther 
* x Cor, iii. 21, f 2 Cor. iii. 11. 1 Iſaiah iv. 6, 
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ther was Guile found in his Mouth *. All his Thoughts 
were innocent, all his Words were irreproachable, and 
every Action blameleſs. The moſt accompliſhed 
among tbe Children of Men, when ſurpriſed in ſome 
unguarded Moment, or aſſaulted on ſome weak Side, 
have been betrayed into Error, or hurried into Sin. 
Even Maſes ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips; and 
Aaron, the Saint of the LORD, warped to idolatrous 
Practices. They were like ſome ſtagnating Lake; in 
which, the Dregs being ſubſided, the Waters appear 
clean; but, when ſtirred by Temptation, or agitated 
by Affliction, the Sediment riſes, and the Pool is diſ- 
coloured. Whereas, CHRIST may be compared to a 
Fountain, that is all Tranſparency, and pure to the 
very Bottom: which, however diſturbed, is nothing 
but fluid Chryſtal, permanently and invariably clear. 

It was a ſmall Thing for the bleſſed FESUS, to 
have no depraved Propenſity; He was born in a State 
of conſummate Rectitude, and adorned with all the 
Beauties of Holineſs. HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD was inſcribed, not on the Mitre, but on the 
Heart of our great HIGH-PRIEST. Therefore He 
is ſtyled by the Angelic Harbinger of his Birth, ' THAT 
HOLY THING +.—In the Prophecy of Zechariah, 
the Dignity of our REDEEMER's, Nature, and the 
Perfection of his Obedience, are diſplayed by the Si- 
militude of a Stone f, adorned with exquiſite Engrav- 
ing. Wrought, not by Bazaleel or Aholiab, though 
divinely infpired Artiſts, but by the Finger of JE- 
HOVAH Himſelf ; and more highly finiſhed, than it 

-- 0 
® 1 Pet. ii. 22. 

+ Luke i. 35.— Which is ſpoken, in Centradiſtinqion to the 
State of all other Births; and implies the univerſal Prevalence of 
original Corruption, this one Inſtance only excepted. For, if 
other Infants were holy at their firſt Formation, and made after 
the Image of GOD this Remark had been trivial and impertinent, 
if not droll and burlelque ; like ſaying with great Solemnity, 
& The Child ſhall have a Mouth and a Head; aye and Eyes in the 
one, and Lips to the other.“ 

} Zechar. iii. 9, 10. Bebeld the Stone that I bawe laid before 
Joſhua: pon one Stone ſhall be ſewen Eyes; behold ! I woill engrave 
the Craving thereof, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, and I will remove 
the Iniquity of that Land in one Day, 
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is poſſible for human Skill to equal, or human 
Thought to conceive. 

The whole Tenour of our LORD's Conduct was 
a living Exemplification of Piety and Morality, in its 
moſt extenſive Branches, and moſt amiable Forms. 
Saints of the higheſt Attainments, have fallen ſhort of 
the Glory of GOD; have been far from reaching the 
exalted Standard of his Precepts. But CHRIST failed 
in no Point, came ſhort in no Degree. We formerly 
obſerved the great Sublimity, and vaſt Extent of the 
divine Law. From whence appears the extreme Dit- 
ficulty, nay the utter Impoſſibility of our Juſtification, 
on Account of any Duties performed by Ourſelves. 
How ſhould We rejoice then to contemplate the vica- 
rious Righteouſneſs of our condeſcending and adora- 
ble SURETY? As the Mercy-ſeat was exactly com- 
menſurate to the Dimenſions of the Ark; ſo did our 
LORD's Obedience moſt fully quadrate with all and 
every Demand of the divine Law. It flowed from 
thoſe noble Principles, ſupreme Love to GOD, and 
unfeigned Affection to Mankind. 


From thoſe two capital Sources, let Us trace our 


LORD's Obedience, through ſome little Part of its 
illuſtrious Progreſs. His delight in GOD was con- 
ſpicuous, even from his early Years. The ſacred So- 
lemnities of the Sauctuary, were more engaging to his 
youthful Mind, than all the Entertainments of a Feſ- 
tival. When He entered upon his Miniſtry, <uhole 
Nights were not too long for his copious Devotions. 
The lonely Retirements of the Deſert, as affording 
Opportunity for undiiturbed Communion with GOD, 
were more deſirable to CHRIST, than the Applauſes 
of an admiring World. 

So ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was his Love to GOD, 
that He never ſought any ſeparate Pleaſure of his own ; 


but always did thoſe Things, which were pleaſing, 


in his FATHER's Sight. His own Will was intirely 


abſorpt in the Will of the MOST HIGH; and i avas 


his Meat and Drink, refreſhing and delightſul as the 
richeſt Food, or as royal Dainties, to finiſo the ert 
that was given Him to (. 

* John iv. 34. 80 


— — — 
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So intirely devoted to the Honour of GOD, that a 
Zeal for his Houſe, and for the Purity of his Ordi- 
nances, is repreſented by the evangelical Hiſtorian, 
as eating him up. Like a heavenly Flame, glowing 
in his Breaſt, it ſometimes fired Him with a gracefu 
Indignation ; ſometimes melted Him into godly Sor- 
row; and, by exerting itſelf in a Variety of vigorous 
Efforts, n. his vital Spirits. 

So active and unremitted was the Obedience of the 
bleſſed FESUS, that the Sun did not enter upon his 
Race with a more conſtant Aſſiduity, nor diſpatch his 
Buſineſs with greater Expedition and ſure I am, that 
radiant Luminary never diſpenſed Beams, half fo 
bright, or a thouſandth Part ſo beneficial. —Short was 
his Span, but how grand and extenſive were his Ser- 
vices. So grand, that they bring more Glory to GOD, 
than all the Adminiſtrations of Providence, and all the 
Phænomena of Nature. So exten/ive, that they ſpread, 
in their gracious Efficacy, to the Ends of the Earth, 
and to the cloſing Period of Time. Nay, they will 
diſſuſe their bleſſed Influence even to the celeſtial 
World, and have no other Limits of their Duration 
than the Ages of- Eternity. 

Moſt affectionately concerned for the Welfare of 
Mankind, He ſpent his Strength, not barely in re- 
lieving them, when his Aid was implored; but in 

ſeeking the Afflicted, and offering his Aſſiſtance. With 
great Fatigue , He travelled to remote Cities; ery 
wit 


+ JESUS being weary wvith bis Journey tu Nel W. John 
iv. 6.—— glu; is thus explained by a Gree: Commentator, @&TTws, 
5 w; wxe. Our LORD fat down, without Ceremony and with- 
out Complete, even on the rough Place: contente I to ule it, juſt 
as he found it; neither deſiring a ſofter Seit, nor wiſhing for any 
better Accommodation. I rather think, the Adverb refers to 
the preceding Adjective XeXoTiaxwt, which ſignifies a State of 
very great Fatigue; Weakening a Ferlon to ſuch a Degree, that 
He can hardly walk with feady Steps, or even fit in an wpright 
Attitude. The ſacred Hiſtorian ſeems to mean, that our LORD 
fat in ſuch a Poſture, as ſpoke the Laſſitude of his Body; declared 
the Failure of his Spirits; and ſpewed Him to be ſpent TG 

cat 
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with no leſs Condeſcenſion, He viſited the meaneſt 
Villages; that All might have the Benefit and Com- 
fort of his Preſence. Though Multitudes of miſera- 
ble Objects were brought to Him from every Quar- 
ter, yet he was pleaſed even to prevent the Wiſhes of 
the Diſtreſſed, and avert about doing Good. 

He gave Sight“, and all the agreeable Scenes of 
Nature, to the Blind; Health, and all the choice 
Comforts of Life, to the Diſeaſed. He expelled ma- 
levolent raging Dzmons; and reſtored, what is more 
precious than the Light of the Body, or the Vi- 
gour of Conſtitution, the calm Poſſeſſion of the intel- 
lectua]l Faculties. What greatly ſurpaſſed all the pre- 
ceding Bleilings, He releaſed the wretched Soul from 
the Dominion of Darkneſs, and from the Tyranny of 
Sin. He made his Followers Partakers of a divine 
Nature, and prepared them for a State of never-end- 
ing Bliſs. 

Such priceleſs Treaſures of Wiſdom and Beneficence 
flowed from his Tongue, and were poured from his 
Hands! How different theſe Triumphs of Mercy, 
from the Trophies erected, by wild Ambition, in the 
bloody Field! If Heathens celebrated thoſe mighty 
Butchers, who made Cities their Slaughter-houſe; 
made half the Globe their Shambles; and meaſured 
their Merit, by the Deveſtations they ſpread ; how 
ſhould Chriſtians admire this heavenly BENEFAC- 
TOR, who roſe upon a wretched World, with Heal- 
ing under his Wings! Who diſtributed, far and near, 
the unſpeakably rich Gifts of Knowledge and Holi- 
neſs, of temporal Happineſs and eternal Joy! 

Nor were theſe righteous Acts his ſtrange Work, 
but his repeated, his hourly, his almoſt inceſſant Em- 
ploy. Sometimes, We hear Him preaching in the 

Temple, 
Heat of the Day, and the Toil of Travelling. Which Circum- 
ſtance gives a moſt beautiful Heighrening to his Charity and Zeal, 


ſo generouſly and ſo ſucceſsfully exerted in the following Con- 
ference, 


+ Exapouro To Baererw, is the delicate and noble Expreſſion 
of the Evangeliſt, Luke vii. 21. He made them a Preſent of Sight. 


Si ver and Gold had He none; but theſe were his Gifts; ſuck 
were his Alms. | 


S2 — a. EE toon eee... 


th 


Let. 7. Asp As1O to THERON. 187 
Temple, or publiſhing his glad Tidings in the Syna- 


gogues. Sometimes, We fee Him teaching in pri- 
vate Houſes, or bringing forth the good Things of 
his Goſpel on the Deck of a Ship. At other Times, 
He takes a Mountain for his Pulpit ; the Heavens are 
his Sounding-board ; and all that have Ears to hear, 
are invited to be his Audience. Does He lay aſide 
this ſolemn Office? It is only to carry on the ſame 
Deſign, in a more condeſcending and familiar Man- 
ner. If he meets with the Phariſees, He diſcovers 
their Errors, and reproves their Vices ; He confutes 


their Objections, and (in caſe they are not abſolutely 


inacceſſible to wiſe Counſel) rectifies their Miſtakes. 
It he vouchſafes to be preſent at a Feaſt, He furniſhes 
the richeſt, incomparably the richeſt Part of the Treat, 
Honey and Milk are under his TongueF. He inculcates 
Lowlineſs of Mind on the Vain f ; He recommends 
diſintereſted Charity to the Selfiſh ; and promiſes Par- 
don to the weeping Penitent F. — Is He retired from 
other Company, and ſurrounded only by his choſen 
Attendants ? His Converſation 1s a Sermon. Whether 
He fit in the inner Chamber, or travel on the public 
Road, or walk through the Corn-felds, He is till 
proſecuting his great Work ; training up his Diſciples 
for their ſacred Office ; and imparting to them, what 
they may communicate to Others. Is He retired from 
all Company ? Even then He does not diſcontinue his 
Labours of Love, but adds the fervent Interceſſions 
of the Night, to the charitable Toils of the Day. Ves, 
when All but Himſelf, lay ſunk in ſoft Repoſe, this 
ADVOCATE for a guilty World, was engaged in an 
Exerciſe of Benevolence ; which, though ſecret and 
unobſerved as the falling Dews, was far more benefi- 
cial to our beſt Intereſts, than thoſe pearly Drops to 
the languiſhing Herbs. | 
Moſt charming and unparalleled Benignity ! He for- 
ot his daily Food, neglected his neceſſary Reſt, to 
Bea and be ſpent for the Salvation of Mankind. Nei- 
ther the Hardſhips of continual Self-denial, nor the 


Calumnies 


7 Cant. iv. 11. 1 Luke xiv. 8. || Luke xiv. 12. 
§ Luke vii. 48. 
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Calumnies of invenomed Tongues, could divert Him 
from purſuing this favourite Buſineſs. —He fought none 
of your Honours, coveted none of your Rewards, O 
ye Children of Men : what He ſought, what He co- 
veted, was to wear out his Life in your Service, and 
lay it down for your Ranſom. This was all his Defire, 
and this indeed He defired earneſtly. He longed 
(beneficent, bleſſed Being!) He longed for the fatal 
Hour. He ſeverely rebuked one of his Diſciples, who 
would have diſſuaded Him from going as a Voluntier 
to the Croſs. He was even fraztened$, under a Kind 
of holy Uneaſineſs, till the dreadful Work was accom- 
pliſned ; till He was baptized with the Baptiſm of his 
Sufferings, bathed in Blood, and plunged in Death. 

By this moſt meritorious Obedience and Death, what 
did He not deſerve What did He not procure ? He 
procured thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, the Pardon of 
Sin, and Reconciliation with GOD. Procured them 
(O! Love unmerited and unmeaſurable !) for Prodi- 
gals, for Traitors, for Rebels. To this it is owing, 
that We, who were Enemies againſt GOD, may call 
the KING of Heaven our Father; may have free Ac- 
ceſs to Him in all our Difficulties; and may hope to 
reign with Him in everlaſting Glory. 


Was ever Goodneſs like this GoodneſsF ; Were 
| ever 


§ Luke xii. 50 The original Word ovvexopai ſeems to 
expreſs the Condition of a Perſon, wedged in on every Side, 
by a tumultuous Throng of People, His Hands are ham- 
pered, and his Body is confined in a moving Priſon. He is 
cruſhed by the Crowd, and pants for Breath, How muſt ſuch a 
One long to be diſengaged from theſe very uneaſy Circumſtances ! 
With equal Ardour did our moſt beneficent LORD deſire thoſe 
Sufferings, which were to overwhelm Him with Diſtreſs, but ex- 
alt Us to Happineſs; were to bathe his Limbs in Blood, but 
cleanſ: our Souls from m— oXA%, ſays, the ſame Hiſto- 
rian, @UvEYg0t ot «&, anoless, Luke viii. 45. 

+ 23 it is + þ; devoted himſelf to death for the Atbe- 
nians ; and Curtius threw Himſelf into the yawning Gulph, for 
the Preſervation of the Romans, ——But theſe died, being mere 
Creatures, and guilty Creatures; whereas, the dying FESUS 


was perfectly innocent, and ſupremely glorious. Theſe 2 
only 


on the 
Juſtifial 
tion. 
Blefling 
DEIT) 
Aſtoniſſ 
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ever Bleſſings comparable to theſe Bleſſings? or pur- 
chaſed with ſuch a Price? Hide, hide, your dimi- 
niſhed Heads, ye little tranſitory Donations of Silver 
and Gold. The Riches of a thouſand Mines, beſtowed 
to feed the Hungry and clothe the Naked, are the 
moſt contemptible Trifles, if mentioned with the Cha- 
rity of the teaching, the healing, the bleeding 7 ESUS, 
Kingdoms given away in Alms, if viewed with this 
infinitely noble Beneficence, would make juſt the ſame 
Figure, as a Spark for the Summer-hearth, under the 
potent and boundleſs Blaze of Noon. This is in- 
deed Lowe that paſſeth Knowledge J. 

Amidſt all theſe Miracles of Power and of Love (any 
one of which would have intitled Him to univerſal 
Admiration, and everlaſting Honour) how humble was 
our SAVIOUR! O Humility — Virtue dear to the 
moſt High GOD, and peculiarly amiable in Man 
never didſt Thou appear in ſo charming a Dreſs, or ſo 
ſtriking a Light. 

At his Birth, not accommodated with a magnificent 
Palace, but lodged in a Stable, and laid in a Manger. 
—As He advanced in Years, not attended and ſerved 
with a royal Revenue, but earning his Bread by the 


Sweat 


only a little before their Time: but CHRIST died, though He 
had Life in Himſelf, and None could have taken it from Him, 
had He not voluntarily reſigned it.—Theſ- died for their valuable 
Friends, for their affectionate Relations, for their native Country : 
but CHRIST died for Slaves, for Enemies, for the Ungodly.— 
They died an honourable Death: but CHRIST ſubmitted to the 
moſt ignominious Execution; CHRIST di-d under the Imputation 
of horrid Crimes, and in the Form of an execrable Malefactor.— 
In all theſe Inſtances, as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, 
ſo is CHRIST's Love greater than their Love; his Philantbrepy 
than their Patriotiſm. 

t Eps. iii. 19. This Exprefſion, as alſo the principal Circum- 
ſtance of Superiority hinted in the preceding Note, are founded 
on the Divinity of our LORD. And ind ed the Expreſſion is ſcarce 


juſtifiable, the Aſſertion is hardly true, upon any other Suppoſi- 


tion. But, when We view the Sufferings of CHRIST, and the 
Bleſſings of Redemption, ſurrounded with all the Spl-ndor of the 
DEITY ; they dazzle our Underſtanding, and fill Us with holy 
Aſtoniſhment. They appear to be the Effects of a Love, never 


to be ſpoke of but in the Language of Wonder, never to be thought 
of but with an Extaly of Deligbt. | 
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Sweat of his Brow.— When He entered upon his mi- 
niſterial Office, not the leaſt oſtentatious Parade ap- 
peared, in the Performance of all his wonderful Works. 
So far, ſo very far from affecting the Acclamations of 
the Populace, that He often impoſed Silence on thoſe 
unſpeakably indebted Lips, which were ready to 
overflow with Praiſe, and would fain have been the 
Trumpets of his Fame. 

Though a Voice from Heaven proclaimed Him, The 
BELOVED of his Almighty FATHER, He diſ- 
dained not to own the ignoble Character of the Car- 
penter's Son. Though PRINCE of the Kings of the 
Earth, He condeſcended to waſh the Feet of mean 
Fiſhermen, and vile Sinners f. Though PROPRIE- 
TOR and LORD of the whole World, He was con- 
tent to be more deſtitute than the Fowls of the Air, 
or the Foxes of the Deſert : more deſtitute (aſtoniſhing 
Abaſement !) than the molt ing nificant and moſt hated 
Animals. 

Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget Expectations of 
ſuperior Regard : conſequently, gives a keener Edge to 
every Affront, and renders the Mind more tenderly 
ſenſible of every Diſreſpect. But our LORD's Meek- 
neſs was as great as his Dignity ; and that, throughout 
a Series of ſuch an/ufferable Provocations, as were 
>= vo by nothing, but the Sweetneſs of his forgiving 

race. 

When rudely affronted, He calmly bore, and kindly 
overlooked the Inſult. When contradicted by petu- 
lant and preſumptuous Sinners, He endured, with the 
utmoſt Serenity of 'Temper, their unreaſonable Cavils, 
and their obſtinate Perverſeneſs.—W hen his Invitati- 
ons, his endearing Invitations, to be wiſe and happy, 
were ungratefully and ſtubbornly rejected; inſtead of 
remitting, He renewed them; and, with ſtill warmer 
Affection, importuned his Hearers not to forfeit their 
own Mercies. When all the winning Arts of Per- 
ſuaſion were ineffectual, He added his Tears to his 
lighted Intreaties ; and lamented as a Brother, when 
ſcornfully repulſed as a Teacher. 

Though 


& Matt. xiii. 55. 1 John xii, 14. 8 Matt, viii. 20. 
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Though his Diſciples ſlept, ſtupidly ſlept, when his 
bitter Cries pierced the Clouds, and were enough to 
awaken the very Stones into Compaſlion ; did their 
divine but ſlighted MASTER reſent the Unkindneſs ? 
Did He refute to admit an Excuſe for their Neglect? 
Yea, He made their Excuſe; and that the molt ten- 
der and gracious imaginable ; The Spirit is willing, but 
the Fleſh is weak *. When his Enemies had nailed 
him to the Croſs, as the baſeſt Slave, and moſt flagi- 
tious MalefaQtor ; when they were glutting their M 
lice, with his Torments and Blood; and ſpared not to 
revile Him, even in his laſt expiring Agonies; far, 
very far from being exaſperated, this HERO of Hea- 
ven repaid all their Contempt and Barbarity, with the 


moſt fervent and effectual Supplications in their Behalf. 


FATHER, forgive them, was his Prayer : for, they 
know not what they de T,. was his Plea. 

Nor was his Refignation leſs exemplary than his 
Meekneſs. He went out to meet Afflictions, when, 
they came in his FATHER's Name, and commiſſion- 
ed from his FATHER's Hand. He gave, without 
the leaſt Reluctance, his Back to the Smiters, and hid 
not his Face from Shame and Spitting. Tho' his Soul, 
his very Soul was penetrated with the keeneſt Senſa- 
tions of Anguiſh; yet, no impatient 'Thought diſcom- 
poſed his Mind, no murmuring Word forced its Way 
from his Lips. FATHER, not my Will, but Thine be 
done F, was his Language; when the Sorrows of Death 
compaſſed Him, and the Pains of Hell gat hold upon 
Him ||. When they gaped upon Him with their Mouth, 
and ſinote Him upon the Cheek reproachfully. When his 
Face was foul ævith Spitting, and on his Eyelids was the 
Shadow of Death. When GOD delivered Him to the 
Ungodly, and turned Him over into the Hands of the Wic- 
hed. Tea, when tbe ALMIGHTY ſet Him for the Mark 
of his Arrows, and brake Him with Breach upen Breach. 


When the Weapons of his Wrath cleft his very Reins aſun- 
der, 


Matt. xxvi. 41. f Luke Zxii. 34. 1 Luke xxi 4 
Pal. cxvi. 3. 


192 Ass io to TRR. Let. 7, 


der, and poured his Gall upon the Earth *, Amidſt all 
this exquiſite Diſtreſs, He ſinned not by the leaſt irre- 

lar Perturbation ; but bowed his Head, and dutiful- 
ſy kiſſed the divine Rod, and cordially bleſſed his very 

Murderers. 

Thus did the whole Choir of a&ive and paſſive Vir- 
tues abound and ſhine in our LORD: abound with 
the richeſt Variety, and ſhine with the higheſt Luſtre. 
Infinitely ſurpaſſing that curious Aſſemblage of coſt] 
Gems, which ſtudded the Haronic Breaſt-plate 4 4 
as far as earthly Things can repreſent heavenly, type- 
fied the Splendor of our REDEEMER's Righteouſ- 
neſs. 

In all this, He acted as GOD's righteous Serwant, 
and as his People's righteous Surety. By all this, He 
fulfilled every Jot and Tittle of the divine Law; nay, 
He more than fulfilled, He magnified it. He gave it 
(if I may apply the moſt beautith] Alluſion that ever 
was uſed, to the moſt noble Subject that ever was diſ- 
cuſſed) good Meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken together, 
and running over J. 

He defied the moſt vigilant of his Enemies to con- 
vince him of Sin..— A more malignant, a far more ſa- 
gacious Adverſary than the Scribes and Phariſees, could 
detect no Blemiſh in our LORD JESUS. The Prince 
of this World, that infernal Tyrant, who had deceived 


and inſlaved the Nations of the Earth, came and found 


nothing in Him ; not the leaſt Corruption in his Na- 
ture, nor the leaſt Defe& in his Obedience. 

He hath done all Things well ), was the general Ac- 
clamation of Mankind : or, as the Words may be 


rendered, He hath done all Things finely and grace- 
fully. 


* Theſe tragical Images are borrowed from the Book of Feb, 
who was an eminent Type of a ſuffering SAVIOUR, and, 
though they are the very Eloquence of Woe, do not exagge- 
rate, nay, cannot expreſs, that inconceivable Anguiſn; which 
wrung a bloody Sweat from our bleſſed MASTER's Body, and 
forced from his Lips that melancholy Exclamation— My Seoul 18 
fſorrowful—exceeding ſorrowful— ſorrowful even unto Death, See 

ob xv1. 

7 + Exod, xxviii. 17, 18, 19, 20. | Luke vi. 38, || John 
xvi. 30. Þ\{y Mark vi. 37. 
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fully}. With every Circumſtance, that can conſtitute 
the Propriety and Dignity, the Utility and Beauty of 
Action. 

I have glorified Thee on Earth , was his own Profeſ- 
ſion before the moſt High GOD. I have glorified 
Thee, in all that I ated, in all that I ſpoke, in all that 
I ſuffered. I have diſplayed the Magnificence of thy 
Majeſty, the Kiches of thy Grace, and the Honour 
of all thy Attributes. Inſomuch that whoſo ſeeth ME, 
feeth the FAT HER; whoever is properly acquaint- 
ed with my Perſon and my Work of Redemption, ſees 
the inviſible and knows the incomprehenſible DEI“ 
TY ; ſees his venerable, his amiable, his adorable 
Perfections, in the cleareit Mirror, and in the brighteſt 
Light “. 

GOD alſo, who is the ſupreme Standard and un- 
erring Judge of Excellency, bore his Teſtimony to our 
bleſſed MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, yea twice, 
and with a Voice from Heaven. In the Conſtitution 
of the material World, when it came forth from the 
CREATOR's Hand, Omnilcience itielf could diſcern 
no Flaw. Neither could Jultice itielf, upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Inquiry, diſcover any Failure in the Obedience of 
our SURETY. As therefore it was ſaid, concerning 
the Works of Creation, They are all wery good; So 
it was ſaid, concerning our SAVIOUR, and by 
the ſame Almighty MAJESTY, I Him I am well 
pleaſed. 

You took Notice, and very juſtly, how much the 
Productions of Nature exceed and eclip/e the Attempts 
of human Skill. We are pleaſed with the Pertorm- 
ances of the Painter: but do they equal the naiive 
Bluſh of the Roſe, or the artleſs Glow of a Pea-Bloſ- 
ſom? We are charmed with a fine Piece of Enamel- 
ing; but is it fit to be compared with the natural 


|| Keanws. 1 John xvii. 4. + John xii. 45. 

* Therefore CHRIST is ſaid to be @&Tavyarua Th; dat᷑ ve, 
H-b. i. 3. Not barcly the Glory, but the very Briy hrneſs of his 
FATHER's Glory : Or, the Glory of the GODHEAD, beaming 
forth with adequate, that is, with incffable and infinice Sphndor. 


Vor. II. 1. Poliſh 


194 As p As 10 1% Theron. Let. 7. 


Poliſh of a thouſand Shells which are formed in the 


Ocean, or a thouſand Seeds which ſpring from the 
Farth? We admire the Virtues of the antient Saints : 


Men © that were honoured in their Generation, and 


„ the Glory of their Times f.“ We admire the 
Meekneſs of Moſes, and the Magnanimity of Elijah ; 
the exalted Piety of Jaiab, and the inlarged Wiſdom 
of Daniel; the active 1 of 7o/bua, and the paſſive 
Graces of Jeremiah. But what Proportion, put them 
all together—what Proportion do they all bear to HIS 
Obedience, ahi gone into Heaven, Angels and Autho- 
rities and Powers being made ſulject unto Him*? Who 
is called the HOLY ONE and the FUST t ; not only 
by way of Emphaſis, but by way of Excluſion. Be- 
cauſe, no Perſon is worthy of the CharaQter, no Du- 
ties deſerve to be mentioned, when CHRIST and his 
Merits are under Conſideration. 

If then We talk of Merit, what Merit muſt there 
be in ſuch immaculate Sanctity of Soul, and ſuch ex- 
emplary Holineſs of Conduct; ſuch ardent Zeal for 
GOD, and ſuch compaſſionate Good-will to Man; 
ſuch conſummate Worthineſs, and extenſive Uſeful- 
neſs? Such as were utterly unknown before; have 
been abſolutely unequaled ſince; and never will, nor 
can be paralleled throughout all Ages!-—-O my Theron ! 
What 1s the Drop of a Bucket to the unfathomable 
Waves of the Ocean? What is a Grain of Sand to the 
unmeaſurable Dimenſions of the Univerſe? What is 
an Hour or a Moment to the endleſs Revolutions of E- 
ternity? Such are all human Endowments, and all hu- 
man Attainments, compared with this matchleſs Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST FESUS. 

Think not, that what I have written is the Lan- 
guage of Rant. It is a Paraphraſe, tho' I muſt con- 
teſs, but a ſcanty Paraphraſe, on Davids Practice and 
David's Faith. My Meuth ſhall fhew forth thy Righte- 
ouſneſs and thy Salvation all the Day], for 1 know i 

| ie 


+ Eccluſ. xliv. 7. ® x Pet. iii. 22. 1 Accs iii. 14. 
cannot but obſerve, that Righteouſneſs and Saivation 


are frequently connected by the Author of the Pſai/ms, and by 
the 


1 
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the Numbers thereof *. The glorious Righteouſneſs of 
CHR/ST, and the great Salvation obtained thereby, 
He declares, ſhall be the choſen, the principal Subject 
of his Diſcourſe. And not on a Sabbath only, bur 
on every Day of the Week, of the Year, of his Life. 
And not barely at the ſtated Returns of ſolemn Devo— 
tion, but in every ſocial Interview, and all the Day 
lang Why will he thus dwell, perpetually and in- 
variably dwell, on this one Theme? Becauſe, He knew 
no End thereof. It is impoſſible to meaſure the Value, 
or exhauſt the Fulneſs of theſe Bleſſings. The Righ- 
teouſneſs is unſpeakable, the Salvation is everlaſting. 
To compute the Duration of the One, Numbers fail ; 


the Prophet Iſaiah. In order to intiinate, that the one is found- 
ed on the other; the latter derives its Origin from the former; 
there can be no Salvation without a Righteouſneſs, a real, pro- 
per, Law-fuifilling Righteouſneſs. At the ſame Time, I am 
ſenſible, that the Word Righteouſneſs may ſignify GOD's Good- 
neſs in making, and Faithfulne's in performing, his Promiſes un- 
to David. Salvation may likewiſe denote the Delivery of that 
afflicted Hero from all his Perſecutors, and his Eſtabliſhment on 
the Throne of Iſrael. | 

But if We ſhould confine the Senſe to theſe narrow Limits, 
how comortleſs the Favour even to David Himſelf, conſidered as 
an immortal Being. How much more :nfenificant to Us and 
Others, on whom the Ends of the World are come And how 
very unworthy of that infinite GOD, who is the Father of the 
Spirits of all Fleſh z who ſees, at one View, whatever is, or has 
been, or ſhall exiſt ; who therefore, when He ſpeaks, ſpeaks to all 
his Children, in every Period of Time, and in every Nation under 
Heaven. As much as a Tutor, when delivering his Lectures, ad- 
dreſſes himſe f to all his Puvits, whether they fit at his Right-hand 
or his Left, before him, or on every Side. 

Whereas, if Righteouſneſs ſignifies the meritorious Obedience of 
CHRIST, and Salvation implies the Benefits of his Redemption, 
the Senſe is no longer ſhriveled, impoveriſhed, and mean; but 
rich, auguſt, and mag n ficent. It pours Conſolation among all 
People, Kindreds, and Tongues. It is worthy of that GOD. who 
ſeeth the Things, and regardeth the Perſons, which are not as 
though they were. It comports ex4&tly with that Revelation, in 
which CHRIST is the Aipha and Omega, the Beginning and the 
Ending, the Sum total, 

This Note is already too long; otherwite I ſhould take leave to 
gratiſy my Inclination, and give a 5anction to my Sentiment, by 
tranſcribing Yitringa's Expoſition of Iſai. xlv. 8, 

* Pal. Ixxi. 25. 
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to deſcribe the Excellency of the Other, Words are at 
a Los. 

Here therefore Millions of Sinners may ſuck, and be 
Satisfied with theſe Breaſts of Conjolations : yea, Thou- 
ſands of Millions may milk out, and be delighted with 
the Abundance of its Glory . Here We ſhall find the 
Doctrine of Supererogation, no longer a Chimera, but 
a delightful Reality. Here indeed is an immenſe Sur- 
pluſage, an inexhauſtible Fund of Merit 4, ſufficient 
to enrich a whole World of indigent and miſerable 
Creatures: ſufficient to make their Cup run over with 
a ſuperabundant Fulneſs of Peace and Joy, ſo long as 
Time ſhall laſt, and when Time ſhall be no more. 
For, to uſe the Apoſtle's weighty Argument, Ip py 
ONE Man's OrFExce, DEATH REIGNED BY ONE; 
MUCH MORE THEY WHICH RECEIVE ABUNDANCE 
or GRACE, AND OF THE G1rT or RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
SHALL REIGN IN LITE BY ONE, JESUS CHRIST. 
If one Offence, committed by one mere Man, made alt 
his Poſterity chargeable with Guilt, and liable to 


Death: How MUCH MORE ſhall the manifold Inſtances 


of our divine REDEEMER's Obedience; his long, 


uninterrupted, conſummate Righteouſneſs ; how 
much more ſhall they abſolve all his People from the 
Condemnation and Puniſhment, and intitle them to the 
Honours and Joys of Immortality ! 

Which will appear in a clearer Light, if, to the 
Perfection of his Obedience, We add the Majeſiy of 
his Perſon. A proper Subject this, for ſome future 
Letter.—In the mean Time, let me deſire my Friend, 

| the 


+ Ifai. Ixvi. 11. 

t Yet here is no rich Fund (as a learned Writer aſſerts) no 
Fund at all, for the Pope's Treaſury of meritorious ſupereregating 
Actions: unlels CHRIST and the Pope are to be placed upon 
the ſame Footing; unleſs the ineffably excellent Obedience of a 
divine \EDEEMER, and the miſerably defective Duties of ſinful 
Men, are to be deemed equally valuable. -Since this will hardly 
be admitted by Proteſtants; I believe, Aſpaſio may ſafely call 
the Obedience of CHRIST, The true Supereregation; as Mr, 
Ambreſe has called the Blood of CHRIST, The true Purga- 
rery. 
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the Friend of my Boſom, to contemplate our LORD 
FESUS under that lovely and auguſt Character GLo- 
rxI0Us IN HoLiness. And for my Part, I will not 
ceaſe to pray, that a Senſe of this ſupereminently grand 
and precious Righteouſnets may be written on my Te- 
ron's Heart. On thoſe living Tables, may it be like 
Figures cut on a Rock of folid Marble, or infcribed on 
the Bark of a growing Tree: be /afting in its Duration 
as the former, and ſpreading in its Influence as the lat- 
ter. It will then be a Ture Proof, that his Name 1s 
written in the Book of Life; and it ſhall then be a 
pleaſing Pattern for 


the Affection, 
the Gratitute, 
and the Fricend/vip, of 
his ASPASIO. 


P. S. You give a moſt aſtoniſhing Account of the 
Preſſure of the Atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing indeed ! 
That we ſhould be continually ſurrounded, con- 
tinually overwhelmed, with ſuch a tremendous 
Load ; and not be cruſhed to death, no, nor be 
ſenſible of the leaſt Weight. This, I think, 
may ſerve to repreſent the State of a Sinner, un- 
awakened from carnal Security. Loads, more 
than mountainous Loads of Guilt, are upon his 
Soul, and He perceives not the Burden. For 
this Reaſon, He is under no Apprehenſions of 
the Vengeance and fiery Indignation, which He 
deſerves; He has no ſuperlative Eſteem for the 
Atonement and Merits of the REDEEMER, 
which alone can deliver Him from the Wrath to 
come. But, if once his Conſcience feels, what 
his Lips, perhaps, have often repeated; We ds 
earneſtly repent Us of theſe our Miſduings ; the Re- 
membrance of them is grievous unto Us, the Burden 
of them is intolerable ; then how will he prize ſuch 
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a Text; The LORD laid on CHRIST the Iniquity 

if Us all! How will He long tor an Intcreſt in 

the LAMB of GOD, which raketh away the Sin 

& the World! Then, that FESUS who has finiſh- 

«d theTranſgn effion, and brought in everlaſting Righ- 

228 will be all his Salvation, and all his De- 
re. 


LETTER VIII. 


As PASIO fo THERON, 


Dear TRERON, 


I HAVE juſt been reading that exquiſitely fine 
Piece of ſacred Hiſtory, The Life of Jeſepb. A 
Hiſtory filled with ſurpriſing Incidents, and the 
moſt unexpected Revolutions.—adorned with the no- 
bleſt Inftances of triumphant Virtue, both amidſt the 
Allurements of Temptation, and under the Preſſures 
of Affliction animated with ſuch tender and pathe- 
tic, ſuch melting and alarming Touches of natural E- 
loquence, as every Reader muſt feel, and every true 
Critic will admire. 

When I came to that remarkable InjunQtion, with 
which the generous Viceroy diſmiſſed his Brethren ; 
Ye ſhall tell my Father of all my Glory in Egypt I 
pauſed I pondered I was ſtruck. Certainly, 
this was injoined, not by way of Oſtentation; on ac- 
count of the Pleaſure, which, He knew, it would yield 
the good old Patriarch. Was it ſome kind prompt- 


ing Angel, or the Voice of Gratitude and Devoti- 


on, that whiſpered in my Ear? „ Should not the 
„Children of Men likewiſe tell one another of // he 
Glory 
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* Glory *, which their REDEEMER poſſeſſes in 
Heaven and on Earth? Will not this afford them 
© the jublimeſt Pleaſure Here, and be a Source of 
% divine Satisfaction for evermore?“ 

Though I had almoſt determined to write no more, 
till You could make a Demand, upon the Foot of 
Value received; willingly I recede from my intended 
Reſolution, and obey this pleaſing Hint. But who 
can declare the noble As of the LORD FESUS CARIST, 
or ſhew forth all his Praiſe - However, if I may but 
liſp out his adorable Name, and preſent my Friend 
with a Glimpſe, or a broken View of his divine Perfec- 
tions, even this will be defirable and delightful. Far 
more deſirable and delighttul, than to behold Pome in 
its Magnificence, St. Paul in the Pulpit, or King 
Solomon on his Throne . 

Let me take the Lark for my Pattern; which, as I 
was Yeſterday returning from an Evening Ramble, at- 
tracted my Obſervation... Warbling her CREATOR'? 
Praiſe, ſhe mounted in the ſerene Sky. Still ſhe 
warbled, and ſtill ſhe mounted, as though ſhe meant 
to carry her Tribute of Harmony unto the very 
Gates of Heaven. Having reached, at laſt, her 
higheſt Elevation, and perceiving herſelf at an im- 


® To ſee the Glory of CHRIST, is the grand Bleſſing, which 
our LORD ſollicits and demands for his Diſciples, in his laſt folemn 
Interceſſion. Fobn xvii. 24. It is that, which will complete the 
Bleſſedneſs of Heaven; and fill its Inhabitants with Joy unſpeak- 
able and glorious. Surely, then, We ſhould endeavour to antici- 
pate, in ſome Degree, that celeſtial Bliſs ; and habituate our Souls 
to this ſacred Exerciſe, which will be our Buſineſs and our Reward. 
to endieſs Ages. 

Should the Reader defire Aſſiſtance in this important Work, I 
would refer Him to a little Tr-atiſe of Dr. Owen's, intitled, Me- 
ditations on the Glory of CHRIST :—'Tis little in Size, not ſo in 
Value. Was Ito ſpeak of it, in the claſſical Style, I ſhould call 
it aureus, gemmeus, mellitus, But I would rather fay, it is richly 
repleniſhed with that Un&ion from the HOLY ONE, which tends to 
inlighten the Eyes, and chear the Heart; which ſweetens the En- 
joy ments of Life, ſoftens the Horrors of Death, and prepares for 
the Fruitions of Eternity, 

+ Theſe, if I rememb-r right, are the three Things, which 
St. Auguſtine declared, would, of all others, moſt eminently gra- 
ii y his Curiofity, 
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menſe Diſtance from the ſtarry Manſions, ſhe dropped 
on a {udden to the Earth; and diſcontinued, at once 
both to ſing, and to ſoar. —Now the Morning appears, 
and is awakening the World, our little Songſter retunes 
her Throat, and re-exerts her Wings.—As 1 have endea- 
voured, very imperfectly endeavoured, to ſtrike out a | 
Hadocuy Draught of our LORD's complete Obedience; 
would, though unequal to the "Taſk, once more re- 
ſume my Pen, and attempt—nothing like a Diſplay, 
but only a faint Sketch of his ential Dignity. 

Firft let me obſerve, that for ſome Time paſt, We 
have been viſited with the moſt uncomfortable Wea- | 
ther; dewwleſs Nights, and ſultry Days. The Firma- | 
ment was more like a glowing Furnace, than the Re- | 
gion of refreſhing Rain. The Earth lay parched | 
with Thirſt, and chopped with Heat. The Meadows | 
were drained of their Humidity, and all the Flowers 
hung their fading Heads. — The Streams, which uſed 
to flow parallel with the verdant Margin, abandoned 
their Banks; and funk, diminiſhed and diſcoloured, 
to the Bottom of their 00zy * Channels. Nature in 
general ſeemed to be reſigning the Robe of Beauty, 
for the Garment of Heavineſs.” Drought was in 
all our Borders; and Famine, We feared, was not far 
behind. Clouds of Duſt, obſcured the Air; tarniſhed 
the Hedges; and almoſt ſmothered the Traveler: but 
not one Cloud of fleecy White appeared, to variegate 
the blue Expanſe, or give us Hopes of a reviving 
Shower . | 

It reminded me of that awful Threatening, de- 
nounced by Maſes on a wicked People; Thy W 
| that 


* .— Arebant Herbæ, & cava Flumina ſiccis 
Faucibus ad Limum Radii tepefatta coquebant. 


Virgil. 


＋ At ſuch a Junfure, how pertinent is the Queſtion, propoſed 
1 | by the Almighty MAJESTY ? Fob xxxvili. 37, 38. Who can 
4% number, muſter or arrange, the Claudi in Wiſdom ? So as to have 
them ready at hand, on any Emergency. And who can eply | 
thiſe Battles of Heaven, in copious but ſeaſonable Effuſions upon {1 
the Earth > Wher, as in the Caſe deſcribed above, the Duſt of the j 


"1 Roads is attenuated into Peroder, D Ppxa and the Cloads of 
i the Valley are glued fall tegeiber, 152 
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that is over thy Head, ſhall be Braſs; and the Earth, 
that is under Thee, ſhall be Iron *. — It made me appre- 
henſive of that terrible State, which the Prophet fo 
emphatically deſcribes; The Field is wwaſfled, and the 
Land mourneth. The Seed is rotten under the Clods, and 
the Harveſt periſheth. The Garners are laid deſolate, and 
the Barus are broken down. —The new Wine is dried up; 
the Oil languifheth ; and all the Trees of the Field are 
withered. — How do the Beaſts groan! The Herds of 
Cattle are perplexed. Yea, the Flocks of Sheep are made 
deſolate. Becauſe, the Rivers of Waters are dried up, 
and the Fire hath devoured the Paſtures of the WWilderneſst. 
— But, blefſed be the Divine PROVIDENCE, our 
Fears are vaniſhed, and a moft delightful Change has 
taken place. The LORD hath /ert 2 £racious Rain on 
his Inheritance, and refreſhed it, when it was weary}. 
Yeſterday in the Afternoon, the Wind fhiiting to 
the South, rouſed the dormant Clouds, and brought 
ſome of thoſe agreeable Strangers on its Wings. —At 
firſt, they came {ailing in ſmall, and thin, and ſcat- 
tered Parties. Anon, the flying Squadrons advanced 
in larger Detachments, more c//ely wedged, and 
more deeply laden. Pill at laſt, the great Rendezvous 
completed, they formed into a Body of ſuch prodigi- 
ous Depth, and extended their Wings with tuch an 
unmeaſurable Sweep, as darkened the Sun, and over- 
ſpread the whole Hemiſphere. 

jiuſt at the Cloſe of Day, the Giles, that eſcorted 
the ſpongy "Treaſures, retired ; and conligned their 
Charge to the Diſpoſal of a prolound Cam. Not a 
Breeze ſhook the moſt tremulous Leaf. Not a Curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive Lake. All Thing were 
ſtill, as in attentive Expefation. Ihe Earth icemed 
to gaſp after the hovering Moiſture. Nature, with 
her ſuppliant Tribes, in expreſſive pleading vilence, 
ſollicited the falling Fruitfulneſs. Nor pleaded long, 
nor ſollicited in vain 

The Showers, gentle, ſoſt, and balmy, deſcend. 
The Veſſels of Heaven unload their precicus Freigàt, 


and enrich the penurious Glebe Through all the 


Deut. xxvili. 23. + Joel i. 10, &c. I Pal. Ix. ; 
K 5 ian 1 


14 
1 


1 
= 
1 


of 


— 


— — — . , 


and Fruits, and Flowers. 


202 As P ASIO to TrnrrON, Let. 8. 


Night, the liquid Sweetneſs, incomparably more be- 
neficial than trickling Silver, diſtils; ſhedding Herbs, 
Now the Sun, mild and 
refulgent, iſſues through the Portals of the Eaſt. Pleaſed, 
as it were, to have emerged from the late aggravated 
Darkneſs, He looks abroad with peculiar Gaiety, and 
the moſt engaging Splendors. He looks through the 
diſburdened Air, and finds a gladdened World, that 
wants nothing but his a//-chearing Beams, to render her 
Satisſaction complete. 


The Glory comes — Hail to thy rifing Ray, 

Great Lamp of Light, and ſecond Source of Day ! 
M bo robe the World, each nipping Gale remove, 

Treat every Senſe, and beam creating 


At his auſpicious Approach, the freſhened Moun- 
tains lift their Heads, and ſmile. The Garden opens 
its aromatic Stores; and breathes, as from a fuming 
Altar, Balm to the Smell, and Incenſe to the Skies. 
The little Hills crowned with ſpringing Plenty, c/ap 
their Hands on every Side. The moiſtened Plains, 
and irriguous Vallies, /augh and fing. While their 
Waters, lately exhauſted, again are made deep, and 
their Rivers rus like Oil F. 

The Earth, /aturated with the Bounty of Heaven, 
and fu/ed with humid Life, wears a thouſand Marks 
of Gratitude and Complacency. Waſhed by the co- 
pious Rain, how bright and vivid is the univerſal Ver- 
dure] The green Carpet below, may almoſt vie with 
the blue Canopy above. 'The Foreſt, and every 
Tree, burniſh their Colours, and array themſelves in 
their fineſt Apparel. Which, as on a Day of general 
Fettivity, is delicately decked with Gems: Gems of 
unſullied Luftre, and of genial Moiſture. From 
every Paſture, and from all the Grove, the Voice of 
Pleaſure and of Melody reſounds. While the officious 
Zephyrs waft the floating Harmony, blended with na- 

tive 

* Theſe beautiful Lines are borrowed from the Sxarrtce, 
Canto IV. A narratory, philoſophical, and deſcriptive Poem, 
written by my ingenious Friend, Dr. Kirkpatrick, 

+ Ezek. xxxii. 14. 
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tive Perfumes; gently waft them to the Senſes, and 
touch the very Soul with Tranſport. 

Could there be a more brilliant Appearance, or 
more exuberant Demonſtrations'of Joy, even to ce- 
lebrate the Anniverſary of Nature's Birth? With what 
admirable Propriety has the P/a/mi/t compared yonder 
orient Sun, in all his ſparkling Grandeur, to a young 
exulting Bridegroom *; who comes forth, with every 
heightened Ornament from his Chamber, to ſhew 
Himſelf in the moſt diſtinguiſhed Period of his Life, 
and to receive the Bleſſing that conſummates his Hap- 
pineſs! 

This moſt charming and equally majeſtic Scene, 
recals to my Memory that fine Deſcription of the 
MESSIAH, extant in the laſt lovely Strains of the 
fraelitiſb Swan F—HE fhall be welcome and ſalutary 
as the Light of the Morning; when the Sun ariſeth, to 
chaſe the malignant Shades, and pour Day through 
the reviving World. He ſhall be as the Light of @ 
Morning, that is moſt ſerenely fair; avithout either 
Storms to difturb, or Clouds to obſcure the glorious, 
the delightful Dawn. Yea, his Appearance ſhall be 
more beautiful, and his Influences more beneficial I,. 

® Pfal: xi. 5. _ than 

f 2 Sam, xxiii. 3. Ifaelitiſh Swan—In Alluſion to thoſe Well- 
known Lines of the Poet, 

Malta Dirce@um levat Aura Cycnum. 
And not without a Reference tv the popular Notion, that the 
Swan fings the moſt melodious Notes in its laſt Moments. Fuze 
bec facundi Senis guaſi cygnea Vox, Tuliy. 

More beautiful, more beneficial, than the clear Shining. 
Thus I have ventured to tranſlate, or rather to paraphraſe. the 
Words ah That the Prefix JJ often occurs in the Acceptat ion 
of comparative Pre-eminence, is plain from a very remarkable Pal- 
ſage in Pſal. xix. 11. Where our inſpired Author, quite raviſhed: 
with the Love of the ſacred Oracles, declares z They are deſirable 
beyond Gold, even beyond fine God; and ſweet beyond Honey, 
even beyond the Droppings of the Honeycomb, 

If this Senſe is admitted, We ſhall have a fine Compariſon, and 
a grand Advance upon it; acknowledging the Inſufficiency even of 
the boldeſt and brighteſt Images, to repreſent the Glory of CHRIST's 
Kingdom, and the Benignity of his Adminiſtration — Perhaps, the 
Tranſlation may be too free and daring, and not approve itielf to 
the exact Critic, The Senle, however, is unqueſtionably juſt; 
agreeable to the whole Tenour of Scripturez and can want no 
Recommendation to the intelligent C&œ ian. 
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than the clear Shining of that grand Luminary, after a 
Night of ſettled Gloom, and Showers of inceſſant 
Rain. When his Beams ſhed animating Warmth, and 
vital Luſtre, en the tender Graſs impearled with Dews, 
and on all the green Treaſures of the teeming Earth. 
As We have already contemplated the bleſted TFESUS, 
under the amiable Character of the JUST ONE; the 
toregoing Paſſage of Scripture repreſents Him to our 
Faith, in the more majeſtic Quality of 'THE LORD 
OF GLORY. —Or rather, unites the two grand Pe- 
- Cultarities, which render Him wxparalle/ed in his per- 
fonal, and a/l-/ufficient in his mediatorial Capacity. 
Great, unſpeakably great and glorious would our 
SAVIOUR appear; if We had no other Manifeſta- 
| tions of his Excellency, than thoſe which preceded 
i his myſterious Incarnation.—In the antient Scriptures, 
| He ftands characterized, as the ſupreme Object of 
GOD's ineffable Complacency; vetted with a Glory, 
prior to the Birth of Time, or the Exiitence of 
Things; even the Glory, which He had with the FA. 
CHER, before the World was *. He is every where 
exhibited, as the ultimate Deſire of all Nations; the 
ſole Hope of all the Ends of the Earth; the Seed, of 
ineſtimable and univerſal Importance, in whom all 
People, Nations, and Languages ſhould be bleſſed — 
in thoſe royal, or rather divine A#s and Monuments, He 
is publickly recognized, as The RULER of GOD's 
People: Whole Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, 
4 end his Kingdom from Generation to Generation. 
FX And how avguſt, how venerable, is this SOVE- 
Li — REIGN! Since it was the higheſt Honour of the 
1 . moſt eminent Saints, and renowned Monarchs , to act 
as his Harbingers. Every inſpired Prophet was his 
Herald, deputed to blazon his Perfections, or foretel 
| his Coming. The Splendor of the Temple, the Rich- 
7} neſs of its Ornaments, and the Solemnity of its Services, 
1 were the Enſigns of his Grandeur; were his ſacred 
4 Regalia, intended to uſher Him into the World with 


becoming State. Does 

ſohn xvil. 5. 

TM, for Inſtance, and Jeſbua, David and Solomon, were 

Types, trongly marked Types of cur great LAWGIVER and 
DYLEIVERER, of our Divine RULER and PREACHER; 
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Does not all Mankind agree to eſtimate the Merit of 
the Practice, according to the Dignity of the Perſon ? 
If a Neighbour of inferior Rank, viſit ſome poor afflicted 
Wretch, in a coarſe Garret, and on a tattered Bed ; 
it is no very extraordinary Favour. But if a Lady of the 
firſt Diſtinction, or a Nobleman of the higheſt Order, 
perform the ſame Office; it is a much more remarka- 
ble, a much more admired Inſtance of ſelf-denying 
Charity. On the Foot of this Calculation, to what 
a ſuper-eminent Height will the Worthineſs of our 
LORD's Obedience riſe ! It will riſe, like ſome mag- 
nificent Ediftce, whoſe Baſis reſts upon the Center; 
whoſe Dimenſions fill the Hemiſphere; and whoſe 
Turrets glitter in the Sky. Or rather, it will extend 
itſelf to Immenſity , where Length, and Breadth, and 
Height, and all Dimenſions are loſt. Eſpecially, if 
We conſider The Names, he bears; and the Ho- 
nours, He receives the Works, He has done; and 
thoſe mightier Works, He is appointed to do. 

The Names, He bears. 'The Title, by which 
JESUS of Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly 
World ; the Name written on his Veſture, and on his 
Thigh, is, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS*.—The Deſcription, which the incompre- 
henfible JEHOVAH gives of the Surety for ſinful 
Men, runs in this exalted Strain; THE MAN 
THAT IS MY FELLOW+. Which the Apoſtle 
explains, in that memorable and majeſtic Clauſe ; He 


thought it no Robbery to be equal with GOD | — The 
HOLY 
* Rev. xix. 16. 


+ Zech. xiii. 7. MY Contribulis wel Corgualis, My Fel- 
wv, or my Equal. -- The original Expretion occurs no 
where, but in this Verſe of Zecchariab, and in the Book of Le- 
witicus, In one Text, it is explained by Brother, or Partaker of 
the fame Nature, In every other Place, I believe, it will be found 
to ſigniſy, not barely a Ne:ghbour, but an Fqual ; one that ſtands 
upon the ſame Level, with rega:d to the Claims of Equity, and 
the common Rights of Lite. In either S-n/e. it militates 


ſtrongly for the Divinity of our LORD 7ZESUS CHRIST, 
t Phil. ii. 6. Some Writers, I am aware, have endeavoured 
to interpret away this Evidence of our LORD's Divine Nature, 
But 


rapiendi Actio. Vid. Steph, Theſaur,—--If fo, the 
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HOLY GHOST, ſpeaking by the Prophet 1aiah of 
the Virgin's Son, enumerates ſeveral grand Diſtincti- 
ons, both of his Perſon, and his Office. He ſtyles 
the Child, that ſhould be born, The WONDERFUL 
COUNSELLOR, te EVERLASTING FATHER, 
the MIGHTY GOD, . PRINCE OF PEACE+. 
The ſame inſpired Writer, though eloquent above 
all Orators, and more ſublime than the loftieſt Poet, 
cries out in rapturous Aſtoniſnment; Who can declare 
his Generation! What Pencil can pourtray, what Lan- 
guage can expreſs, his matchleſs Excellencies ? And 
| may 
But I think with great Injury to the Context, and no leſs Vio- 
lence to the Phraſe. | 
aluE-, as far as I can obſerve, denotes, not the Prize or 
Spoil but the Ad of plundering or taking the Spoil ; Ipſa 
Text molt 
naturally implies, that CH RIS T counted it no Act of Rob- 
bery ; no Invaſion of another's Prerogative ; but looked upon it 
as his unqueſtionable Right, to be equa] with GOD, and to re- 
ceive Divine Honours.— Nevertheleſs, (a, Rom. v. 14.) 
He was ſo far from tenaciouſly inſiſting upon, that He willingly 
relinquiſhed the Claim. He was content to forego the magnificent 
Diſlinctions of the CREATOR, and to appear in the Form of a 
Creature. Nay, to be made in the Likeneſs of the fallen Crea- 
tures; and not only to ſhare the Diſęrace, but to ſuſſer the Pu- 
niſbment, due to the meaneſ and wileft among them all An 
Example of Humility, worthy to be diſplayed by the Eloquence 
of an Apoſtle! Worthy to be an everlaſting Pattern for all 
Believers! | 
But however Apralu®- be tranſlated, the Streſs of the Argument, 
I apprehend, lies upon the Word ea. If this ſignifies a real and 
proper Equality, the Proof ſeems, to me at leaſt, irrefragable.— 
How ſhall We determine the exact Significancy of this important 
Word? By having recourſe to H-me''s Works, or to Heathen 
Authors! This, in caſe the ſacred Writers will decide the Queſtion, 


is like going from Jeruſalem to Athens for the Solution of a reli- 


gious Doubt, even while the College of Apoſtles is fitting at the 
former Place. The Word occurs five or ſix Times in their 
Writings. Thy uſe it, it is true, in the adjective Form. But 
the Adjective is very ſufficient to ſettle the Signification of the 


Adverb. If I know the Meaning of 0 I ſhall be at no Loſs. 


to underſtand the Import of 10%.—Sce Matt. xx. 12. Luke vi. 
34. Jobn v. 18. As xi. 17. Rev. xxi. 16. In all which Places 
it expreſſes, not a hare Reſemblance or Likeneſs only, but a real 
and proper Equality. | 

+ Iſai ix. 6. 
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may We not with equal Propriety demand; Who can 
declare the meritorious Perfection of his Righteouſ- 
neſs ? It is precious beyond Compariſon: beyond Ima- 
gination precious. 

The Honours, which our LORD receives, are pro- 
portioned to the illuſtrious Characters, which He ſuſ- 
tains.— John the Baptiſt, than whom a greater Prophet, 
or a better Judge, was not born of Woman, profeſſes 
Himſelf unworthy, to floop down and unlogſe the Latchet 
of his Shoef : unworthy, though a burning and ſhin- 
ing Light in his Generation, to perform the meaneſt 
Service to this PRINCE of Heaven. Stephen, who 
leads the Van in the noble Army of Chriftian Martyrs, 
beheld ſuch a Repreſentation of his crucified MAS- 
TER's Glory; as enabled Him to exult with divine 
Delight, even amidſt the furious Afſaults of his Per- 
ſecutors, and under the violent Blows of his Murder- 
ers. Aſſured, that FESUS has all Power in Heaven 
and Earth, by an Act of the moſt folemn Worſhip, He 
commits his departing Soul, that moſt important of all 
Truſts, to his REDEEMER's Hand. Nor by the 
firſt Martyr alone, but in all Churches of the Saints, 
and in every Age of Chriſtianity has the LORD JESUS 
been addreſſed, as the conſtant Object of his People's 
Adoration ; and acknowledged, as the ever faithful De- 
peſitary of their eternal Intereſts. 

When Jaiab beheld a viſionary Maniteſtation of 
CHRIST*, the firſt born Sons of Light were waiting 
around Him, in Poſtures of dutiſul Submiſſion. Thoſe 


celeſtial Beings, whoſe very Feet are too bright for Mor- 


tals to view, veiled their Faces before his infinitely 
ſuperior Effulgence. The Seraphs, who are all Zeal 
and all Love, celebrate his Perfections, and cry one 
to another, The whole Earth is full of his Glory. 


And is not Heawen likewite filled with his Glory ? 
The beloved Diſciple, in a Viſion no leſs clear and far 
more magnificent, beholds the LAMB that was ſlain, 
ſtanding in the miaſt of a reſplendent Throne, moſt beau- 
tifully adorned with a circling Rainbow, and terribly 
dignified by the Blaze of Lightnings, and the me 
0 


+ Mark i. 7. * Iſai, vi. 1, 2 &c. John xil. 41. 
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of Thunders. Before this auguſt Throne, and at the 
Diſpoſal of the once ſlaughtered SAVIOUR, are /ewer 
Lamps of burning Fire; expreſſive of the DIVINE 
SPIRIT), his miraculous Gifts, and ſanctifying 
Gracesþ.—Four and twenty Elders, clothed in white 
Raiment, with Crowns on their Heads, and the Harps 
of GOD in their Hands, fall proſtrate in deepeſt Ho- 
mage before the LAMB. They ſtrike the golden 
Strings, and ſing that ſublime euchariſtic Hymn; Thou 
art worthy to take the Book, and to open the Seals theredf : 
for Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed Us to GOD by thy 
Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, 
and Nation; and haſt made Us, unto our GOD Kings 
and Prieſts F. 

 Bebold the Hierarchies of Angels: they are in Num- 
ber ten thouſand Iimes ten thouſand, and "Thouſands 
of 'I houſands. Hark ! They raiſe their Voice, and 
awaken all the Powers of Harmony. _ Vo is the Sub- 
ject, and what is the Burden of their Song? Worthy 
7s the LA M that was ſlain, to receive Power, and 
Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, and 
Blefjing... Nor theſe alone, but every Creature which 
is in Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the Earth, 
and ſuch as are in the Sea, join the immenſe Chorus. 
They cry, in loud reſponſive Strains of Melody and 
Devotion; Blefing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, 


be unto Him that fiticth upon the Throne, and unto the 


LAMY® for ever aud ever *. 

This, You obſerve, is the devout Acknowledgment, 
not only of the Cherubim, the Seraphim, and the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perfect, but of every Creature.— 
The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, which garniſh the 
Heavens Bealts and creeping Things, Mountains 
and Hills, fruicful Trees and all Cedars, which re- 
pleniſh the Earth Metals and Minerals, Gems and 
Foflils, the ſubterraneous Riches of Nature, or Things 
which are ander the Earth Even all thoſe Objects, 
which my Theron lately contemplated, do, in their 
way, magnity the LORD JESUS. They bear wit- 

neis 
I Rev. iv. 5. 5 Rev. v. 9, 10. Rev. v. 11, 12, 13. 
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neſs to his Perfections; they are ſubſervient to his In- 
tereſts; and, in this manner, they glorify his Name. 
Under ſuch Views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
inlarged and elevated even to Aſtoniſhment, is it poſſi- 
ble to cwer-rate the Worth of his mediatorial Obedi- 
ence? Is it poſſible to lay 1% nuch Streſs on his expia- 
tory Sacrifice, or aſcribe to much Efficacy to his vica- 
rious Righteouſneſs ? 

To the Honours, which He receives, let Us add 
the Vor, which He has done. By theſe, in the Days 
of his Fleſh, were diſplayed the Greatneſs of his Power, 
and the Might of his Majeſty. 

Behold! ſays the Almighty FATHER ; my Servant, 
He who condeſcends to become my Servant in the 
matchleſs Work of Redemption; fall deal prudently, 
thall conduct Himſelf with all the Dignity and all the 
Sanctity of Wiſdom. In conſequence of which, He 
ſhall be exalted, be extolled, and be very high * The 
Paraphraſe of the Zewih Commentators on this bcau- 
tiful Climax is, though inadequate, not contempti- 
ble. The MESSIAH, they ſay, ſhall be higher 
« than Abraham, more illuſtrious than Moſes, and 
* exalted above the Angels of Light, even above the 
« prime Miniſters + of rehab; carl What follows, 
is an Attempt to render this Expoſition ſomewhat 
leſs defettive. | 
Here, could You open my Chamber-door, and 
peep upon your Friend, You would find Him in the 
ſame Attitude, and under the ſame Perplexity, which 
were formerly obſerved in Phocion. Sitting one Day, 
amidſt an Aſſembly of the People, and preparing to 
make a public Oration, He appeared uncommonly 
thoughtful. Being aſked the Reaton, „am con- 
« ſidering, ſaid He, how I may j-orten, what i ſhall 
« have Occaſion to ſpeak. — Ihe ompaſs of my 
Subject, would demand many Volumes; wine 

thñe 


* Tai. lii. 13. ; 
+ Prime Miniſters, this is almoſt a literal Tranſlation of their 


Words, NWN IND 
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the Limits of my Letter, will allow but a few Para- 
graphs. | | 
Our LORD gave Sight to the Bind, He poured 
Day upon thoſe hopeleſs and benighted Eyes, which 
had never been viſited with the leaſt dawning Ray.— 
The Dumb, at his Command, found a ready Tongue, 
and burſt into Songs of Praiſe. The Deaf were all Ear. 
and liſtened to the joyful Sound of Salvation. 'The 
Lame, lame from their very Birth, threw aſide their 
Crutches, and full of Tranſport and Exultation, leaped 
like the bounding Roe *.—He reſtored Floridity and 
Beauty to the Fleſh, emaciated by conſuming Sickneſs, 
or encruſted with a lothiome Leproſy. All Man- 
ner of Diſeaſes, though blended with the earlieſt Seeds 
of Life, and riveted in the Conſtitution by a long in- 
veterate Predominancy. Diſeaſes, that baffled the 
Skill of the Phyſician, and mocked the Force of Me- 
dicine—theſe He cured, not by tedious Applications, 
but in the Twinkling of an Eye ; not by coſtly Pre- 
ſcriptions, or painful Operations, but by a Word * 
is 


* 


We have the fineſt Repreſentation of this Event, given Us 
by the inſpired Hiſtorian, As iii. 8. And be leaping up, flood and 
* Wrwliked, and entered with them into the Temple; walking, and leap- 
ing, and praifing GOD. The very Language ſeems to exult, 
in a redundant Flow of expreflive Phraſes ; juſt as a poor Cripple, 


that never knew either the Comfort of bodily Vigour, or the 


Pleaſure of local Motion, may be ſuppoſed to do, when ſuddenly 
and unexpeCtedly bleſſed with both. He would exert his new 
acquired Powers again and again; firſt in one Attitude, then in 
another. Sometimes to try, whether He was really healed, and 
not under the pleaſing De'uſion of a Dream; ſometimes from a 
Tranſport of conſcious Delight, and to exprels the Sallies of Joy 
that ſprung up in his Heart. 


Though I acknowledge Mr. Pope's Deſcription to be extremely 
beautiful, 


— be Lame their Crutch forego, 
And leap exulting like the bounding Roe. 


Yet I cannot perſuade myſelf, that is to be compared with St. 
Luke's Draught, either in the Variety of Figures; in the Richneſs 
of Colouring ; or in that Exuberance of Style, which on this Oc- 
- cafion, is ſo happily ſignificant, and ſo perfetly pictureſgue. 
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his Mouth, or a Tauch from his Hand; nay, by tlie 
Fringe of his Garment, or the bare Act of his Will. 

Any one of theſe Miracles, would have been enough 
to endear the Character, and eternize the Memory of 
another Perſon. But they were common Things, Mat- 
ters of daily Occurrence, with our Divine MASTER. 
The Years of his public Miniitry, were an uninter- 
mitted Series of iuch healing Wonders ; or, if any In- 
termiſſion took place, it was only to make way for more 
invaluable Miracles of ſpiritual Beneficence. 

Behold Him exerciſing his Dominion, over the ve— 
getable Creation. A Fig-Tree, adorned with the moſt 
promiſing Spread of Leaves, but unproductive of the 
expected Fruit, wwithers away at his Rebuke. It is 
not only ſtripped of its verdant Honours, but dried 
up from the very Roots “, and periſhes for ever. A 
fearful, yet ſignificant Intimation, of that final Ruin, 
which will overtake the ſpecious Hypocrite. Who, 
while laviſh in outward Profeſſion, is deſtitute of in- 
ward Piety. 

His Eye pierced through the whole World of Water: ; 
diſcerned the Fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a Piece of 
Money; and guided its Courſe to Peter's Hook f. He 
makes, if it be his ſovereign Pleaſure, the great Deep 
his Revenue; and bids the ſcaly Nations bring Him 
their Tribute. | 

The Waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far more 
unmanageable, than their Inhabitants. Who can con- 
troul that outrageous Element? Which has deſtroyed ſo 
many gallant Fleets, with the Armies they bore ; and 
which would laugh at the Oppoſition of the united 
World. The LORD FESUS walks upon its rolling 


Surges, 


4 


* Mark xi. 20. | 
+ Matt. xvii. 27. How wonderful is this ſeemingly little 
Miracle ! or rather, what a Cluſter of Wonders is comprized in 
this ſingle Act — That any Fiſh, with Money in its Mouth, ſhould 
be catched—with Money juſt of ſuch a Value—and in the very 
firſt Fiſh that offered itſel. What a pregnant Diſplay of Omnt- 


ference to know, of Omnipetence to over-rule, all thele fortuitous 
Incid.ats ! 
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Surges 4, and ſpeaks its moſt tempeſtuous Agitations 


into a Calm. The Mawves of the Sea are mighty, and rage 
borribly, but yet the LORD, who loved Us, and waſh- 
ed Us from our Sins in his own Blood, 7s mightier. 

The Winds are yet more ungovernable, than the 
madding Ocean. When theſe are hurled 4 abroad, to 
ſhatter the Foreſts, and ſhake the Shores, Who can curb 
their Rage? What can avith/and their Impetuoſity ? 
Even the boiſterous Winds hear the SAVIOUR 
Voice; and, as ſoon as they hear, obey. His Voice, 
more powerful to reſtrain, than brazen Dungeons to 
confine, chides the furious Whirlwind. The furious 
Whirlwind is awed into immediate Silence d. That 
which a Moment ago, heaved the Billows to the 
Clouds, and filled with Outrage the howling Firma- 

ment, 


1 Hetreadeth upon the Nader of the Sea, is one of the Preroga- 
tives, aſcribed to the moſt high God, Fob xix. 8. The original 
Word Y fignifies a Sea, that rolls Mountain-high ; and 
ſuch, We have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, were the Waves on which our 
LORD walked ; fince the Veilel, to which He bent his Courle, was 


Baca laſhed, battered, tormented, by their vehement 
Concuſſions. Matt. xiv. 24. 

1 This is the literal Tranſlation of that beautiful Hebrew Phraſe, 
which occurs Jen. i. 4.—The facred Writer deſcribing the ſto: ray 

efſenger, which was diipatched to arreſt a fugitive Servant, ſays 
ä LORD buried forth a great Wind. The fame Ex- 
preiſion is applied to Saul, (r Sam. xviii. 11.) when He darted 
his Javelin at David, with a Deſign to transfix and nail Him to 
the Wall.—What an elegant, and how awful an Image] Storms 
and Tempeſts, with all their irrefiſtible Fury and dreadtul Ravages, 
are like my/ive Weapors in the Hand of JEHOVAH. Which He 
launches with greater Eaſe and ſurer Aim, than the molt expert 
Warrior emits the pointed Steel. 

S Immediate—This Circumſtance, as very much aggrand:zing 
the Miracle, is, with great h1f/or.ca/ Propriety, remarked by the 
Evangeliſt. The Sea is known to have a prodigious Swell, and 
very tremendous Agitations, for a conſiderable Time after the 
tem;eſtuous Wind ceaics. But, on this Occaſion, and in Obe- 
dience to. its MAKER's Will, it departs from the effabl:ſbed Laws 
of Motion. No ſooner is the Word ſpoken, but there is a Cam; 
not an advancing. but an 1nfantaneous Calm; not a partial, but 
a perfect Calm. Matt. vi. 26, Mark iv. 39, 
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ment; now, gently whiſpers among the Shrouds, and 
ſcarcely curls the ſmooth Expanſe. 

Something there is, even within the narrow Compaſs 
of our own Breaſts, which affords Room tor more fig- 
nal Exertions of DEITY, than the tempeſtuous Bil- 
lows, or the reſiſtleſs Storm. Agreeably to the Sug- 
geſtion of a Prophet; For lo He that formeth the 
Mountains, and createth the Wind, and, as a more preg- 
nant Proof of divine Perfection, declareth unto Man 
what is his Thought, the GO D of Hoſts is his Name; 
the Poſſeſſor of ſuch ſurpaſſing Power and Wiſdom, 
muſt unqueſtionably be the Supreme LORD. And 
Who is this, but JESUS CHRIST ? He knew, what 
was in Man . He diſcerned the Secrets of the Heart; 
diſcerned the latent Purpoſe, before it diſcloſed itſelf 
in Action; even before it was uttered in Speech; nay, 
while it lay yet an uninformed Embrio in the Mind 4. 

His Glance pierced into Futurity : eſpied Events, 
in all their Circumſtances $, and with the greateſt 
Perſpicuity, before they came into Being. The hid- 
den | hings of Darkneſs were open, and the Con- 

tingencies 
Amos iv. 13. 1 

+ This all diſcerning Intelligence of the DEITY, is very em- 
phatically expreſſed by the Pfaimiſt, Pſal. cxxxix. 1, 2, Ec. 
Though the Sentiment, in ene Clauſe, ſeems to be ſomewhat 
weakened by our Verſion. There is nt a Word in my Tongue, 
would have a nob er Turn, and more extenſive Meaning, if ren- 


dered, BzFoRE the Mord is on my Tongue, Then O LORD kniow- 
eſt it altogether. 


His ſteady Eye the mental Birth perceives, 

E'er yet to Us the new Idea lives; 

Knows what wwe ſay e er yet the Words proceed, 

And e' er xe form th* Intention, marks the Deed. Deity, 


1 John ii. 25. 

& In all their Circumſlances—See a very remarkable Exempli- 
fication of this Particular, Mark xiv. 13. There ſhall meet 
You——not barely a Perſen, but the Sex and Age are both ſpe- 
cified — not two, or ſeveral, but one Man —not within any 
given Space of Time, but at the very Inſtant of your Arrival 
not empty handed, but bearing a Yeſel—pot of Wood 

. or 


— — — — 
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tingencies of To-morrow were preſent, to his all- per- 
vading Eye. Nay, the unthought-of Revolutions 
even of diſtant Ages, the aſtoniſhing Cataſtrophe of 
diſſolving Nature, and the awful Proceſs of everlaſt- 
ing Judgment, He clearly foreſaw, and particularly 
foretold. | 

Nor does He only penetrate the Receſſes, but ower- 
rule the Operations of the Soul. He ſo intimidated 
a Multitude of ſacrilegeous Wretches, that they fled, 
not before his drawn Sword, or bent Bow, but at the 
ſhaking of his ſingle Scourge “. He ſo awed, by 
one ſhort Remonſtrance ||, an Aſſembly of conceited 
and oftentatious Phariſees, that they could neither 
gainſay, nor endure the Energy of his Diſcourſe. Tho' 
not to endure, was a tacit Acknowledgment of Guilt, 
and muſt cover them with public Confuſion.— With a 
Word, the moſt mild and gentle + imaginable, He flun 
ſuch Terror into a Band of armed Men ; as blaſted al 
their Courage, and laid them funned and pr orate on 


the Ground. 
All 


or Metal, but an earthen Pitcher—filled, not with Wine or Milk, 
but with Water—carrying it into chat very Houſe, where the 
Preparation was made, and the Paſſover was to be celebrated, — 
What a Multitude of Contingencies ! All minutely foretold by our 
LORD ! 

Job ii. 14, 15, Sc. St. Ferom looks upon this Miracle, 
as one of the greateſt, that our SAVIOUR wrought. And in- 
deed the Circumſtances are very extraordinary — That one Man 
ſhould undertake ſo bold, and execute ſo bazardous a Taſk. 
One Man, without a Commiſſion from Ceſar ; without any Coun- 
tenance from the Fewiſh Rulers; without any Arms, either to 
territy the Multitude, or defend Himſelf.— That He ſhould caſt 
out the whole Tribe of mercenary Traffick ers; wreſt, from 
thoſe Worſhippers of Wealth, their darling Idol ; and tram- 
ple under Foot their great Diana,—And all, without Tumult 
or Oppoſition: not one of the ſacriſegeous Rabble, daring to 
„ move the Hand, or open the Mouth, or peep''— Whoever re- 
flects on the fierce and z ngovernable Nature of an incenſed Popu- 
lace ; or conſiders the bitter and outragoms Zeal of Demetrius and 
the Craftſmen, on a leſs irritating Occaſion z may poſſibly 
find himſelf almoſt, if not altogether, of the Latin Father's Opi- 
mon. 


John viii. 7. + John xviii. 6. 
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All Hearts are in his Hand. He turneth them as the 
Rivers of Water, whitherſoever He wiillf ; with as 
much Eaſe, and with the fame efhcacious Sway, as 
the Current of the Rivers is turned by every Inflec- 
tion of the Channel. —— Fol/ow me, was his Call to 
James and Fohn: Follow me\|, was all He ſaid to Levi 
the Publican. Though the firſt were engaged in all 
the Ardour of Buſineſs though the laſt was ſitting at 
the very 8 of Cuſtom; yet both He and they, 
without any Delay, or the leaſt Demur, left their 
Employ, left their neareſt Relations, and reſigned 
their earthly all, to attend a poor and deſpiſed MAS- 
TER. Their Acquaintance, no doubt, would 
remonſtrate a thouſand Inconveniencies; their Ene- 
mies would not fail to cenſure them, as raſh Enthu- 
fiaſts; but all theſe Conſiderations were lighter than 
Duſt, were leſs than nothing, when ſet in competi- 
tion with two Words only from JESUS of Nazareth. 
Impreſſed, deeply impreſſed by his powerful Sum- 
mons, ſuch Loſs they counted Gain, and ſuch Oblo- 
quy Glory. | 

He planted Bowels of Compaſſion in the unfeeling 
avaricious Wretch ; and elevated, beyond the Height 
of the Stars, Deſires that lay groveling even below the 
Mire of the Swine. The Saves of Sin He reſtored 
to the Liberty of Righteouſneſs ; and unhappy Crea- 
tures, who were degenerated into the Likeneſs of the 
Devil, He renewed after the Image of the bleſſed 
GOD. Theſe were the Effects of his perſonal 
Preaching ; theſe are ſtill the Conqueſts of his .f 


oſpel; 


1 Prov. xxi. 1. 6 

He ſaid in the Beginning, Let there be Light; there was 
Light: Let there be a Firmament; twas ſpread abroad: Let there 
be a Mord; it aroſe of Nothing. —In the Days of his Fleſh like- 
wiſe, He ſpeaks, and it is done. His Word is a Work. He ſays 
to the Diſciples, Foli:w me; they come to the Leper, Be clean; 
he is cleanſed—to the Paralytic, Ariſe rake up thy Bed, and all; 
tis all performed, as ſoon as commanded, Surely then We 
ouſt confeſs, This is the Voice of a GOD, net of a Man! Tenuta 
is our LORD's «ſua/ Word, when He grants a miraculous Cure: 


which exactly correſponds with that admired and magnificent Ex- 
preflion N Gen, i. 3. 
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Goſpel; and do not theſe declare his Dominion over 
the intellectual Oeconomy ? That the World of Minds, 
as well as of material Nature, is open to his Inſpec- 
tion, and ſubject to his Controul ? 

The Dead ſeem to be more remote from human 
Cognizance, than the Secrets of the Breaſt ; leſs lia- 
ble to any human Juriſdiction, than the warring Ele- 
ments. What Potentate can iſſue a Mrit of Releaſe 
to the Grave? Or cite the diſlodged Soul, to re- 
enter the breathleſs Corpſe ? Yet this, even this 
our mighty MEDIATOR executed. He opened the 
Eyes, that were ſunk in their Sockets, and ſealed in 
the Tomb. He bid the Heart, that had forgot its 
vital Motion, ſpring into renewed and vigorous Life. 
The crimſon Flood, long congealed by the icy Hand 


of Death ; that had not only loſt its Pulſe x Stagna- 


tion, but likewiſe changed its very Texture by Putre- 
faction; circulates, at his Order, all florid and man- 
tling with Health, thro' the wondering Veins.—The 
Spirit, that had taken its Flight into the zii le State, 
had taken its Place in eternal Habitations, returns, at 
our REDEEMER's Signal, to the Tenement of 
mouldering Clay; and, by the amazing Viſit, pro- 
claims his Sovereignty over thoſe unknown Realms, and 
their myſterious Inhabitants. 

As He recals from, ſo He admits into, the Abodes 
of future Happineſs. In the very loweſt Depths of 
his Humiliation, He diſpoſed of the Seats of Bliſs, 


and the Thrones of Glory. His Hands, when ſwollen ' 


with Wounds, and nailed to the Tree, evidently 
ſuſtained the Keys of Hell and of Death +. Then, 
even then, He opened and He ſhut either the Gates 
of the Grave, or the Portals of Paradiſe. What 
He ſpeaks to the penitent Thief, is the Language 
of ſupreme Authority; To Day ſhalt thou be with me 
in Paradiſe, Tis a royal Mazdamus, not an humble 

Petition. _ 
Does our LORD's Superiority extend to thoſe ma- 
lignant Beings, the Devil and his Angels ? Even 
theſe, 


* John xi. 39, f Rev. i. 18. 1 Luke xxiii. 43. 
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theſe, in ſpight of all their formidable Strength ||, and 
inextinguiſhable Rage, He makes his Footſtool. He 
brake the Teeth of thoſe infernal Lions; and reſcued 
the helpleſs Prey, on which their bloody Jaws were 
cloſing. At his Command, they abandoned their Con- 
queſts ; and relinquiſh, however indignent, however 


reluctant, their long-accuſtomed Habitations. His „in- 


gle Command, more forcible than ten thouſand I hun- 
derbolts, diſpoſſeſſes a whole Legion “, of thoſe fierce 
and haughty Spirits: drives them, all terrified and de- 
recating ſeverer Vengeance, to ſeek Reſt in ſolitary 
Deſerts, or to herd with the moſt ſordid Brutes. 

As the bleſſed JESUS treads upon the Necks of 
thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, He receives the willing 
Services of the Angels of Light. ' hey that exce/ + in 
Strength, and are active as Flames of Fire, even 
they fulfil his Commandment, and hearken unto the 
Voice of his Words. They graced the Solemnity of 
his Birth; they attended him, after his Temptation 
in the Wilderneſs; they were the firſt joytul Preach- 
ers of his triumphant Reſurrection ; and now He is 
ſeated on the Right-hand of the MAJESTY in the 
Higheſt. 

| ey 


4 M:Iten, deſcribing the Power of the apoſtate Angels, ſays; 


, The leaft of M hem could wield 4 
Theſe Elements: and arm Him with the Force (i 


Of all their Regiens. B. VI. 221. 


Mark v. 9. 3 
+ Would any one ſee a Sketch of the Glory and Excellence of 

the angelic Nature? Let Him ſee it, in that inimitahly fine Stroke 
of the ſacred Pencil. I ſawo anotber Angel come down from Heaven, 
bawing great Power, ard the Earth was lightened with bis Glory, 
Rev. xviii. 1. The laſt Clauſe is, I think, one of the moſt ma- 
ſterly Touches of deicriptive Painting, extant in Hiitory, Poetry, 
or Oratory. Mz/ten gives Us a Stricture of the ſame Kind, and 
on the ſame Subject. But the perro Fight, tho' very ſublime, 
is greatly inferior to the apocalyptic Viſion, 


On He led 


His radig'i Files, daz/ing the Mon. 
Vo. II. 1 In 
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They fland with Wings outſtread, 
Liflening to catch their Maſter's leaſt Command, 
And fly through Nature, &er the Moment end. 


Behold Him, now, doing according to his Will, in 
the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth Swaying the Sceptre over the Legions 
of Hell, and the Powers of Nature : Exerciſing Domi- 
nion, in the Hearts of Men, in the Territories of the 
Grave, and Manſions of diſembodied Spirits. Then 
determine——under ſuch Views of our SAVIOUR's 
unequaled Majeſty, and unbounded Sovereignty, de- 
termine, Theron——whether it be ſafer, to reſt our in- 
finite and eternal Intereſts, on our own Righteouſneſs, 
rather than on His. 

We have ſelected ſome few Manifeſtations of our 
REDEEMER's excellent Greatneſs. Even the Evan- 

elical Hiſtorians, ay Us no larger a Proportion of 
fis aſtoniſhing Deeds, than the Firſt-fruits bear to a 
copious Harveſt. Yet, were they all particularly enu- 
merated, and circumſtantially diſplayed, they would 
appear inconſiderable; compared with thoſe far more 
diſtinguiſhed Trophies of Almighty Power, which He 
has decreed, in forge future Period, to ere *. 


He 


In this Caſe, We have a whole Brigade of celeſtial Warriors; in 
the former, only a fingle angelic Being. Thoſe are repreſented, 
as irradiating the Night, and out-ſhining the Meon : this, as ex- 
ceeding the Brightneſs of the Sun; diffuſing additional Splendors 
on the Day; and illuminating, not a vaſt Plain, not a vaſter 
Kingdom, but the wwbele Face of the Globe.—If ſuch be the Luſtre 
of the Servant, what Images can diſplay the Majeſty of the LORD ? 
Who has thouſand Thouſands of thoſe glorious Attendants miniſter- 
ing unto Him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand flanding before 
Him? Dan. vil. 10. | 

* The Dignity of our LORD, conſidered as the CREATOR 
and PRESERVER of all Things, is not mentioned Here; be- 
cauſe, it is profeſſedly attempted, in The Deſcant upon Creation ; 
ſubjoined to the firſt Volume of Meditations among the Tombs, &c. 
To which I beg Leave to refer my Readers. And ſha!l more than 
make amends for the preſent Omiſſion, by tranſcribing a Paſſage 


from 
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He will gather to his ſacred Fold, the People of 
his antient Church; thotigh they are difþer/ed into all 
Lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiced againſt the 
Truth of his Goſpel. How mighty was his Hand, 
how illuſtriouſly out-ſtretched his Arm, when He 
made a Path through the Surges of the Ocean ; drove 
the Torrent of Jordan backwards; and fetched Rivers 
of Waters from the flinty Rock! Far more mighty 
will be its Operations, when He ſhall remove the 
ſeemingly unſurmountable Obſtructions, to the gene- 
ral Reftoration of the Jeaus; ſhall throw all their religi- 
ous Apprehenſions into a new Channel; and cauſe 
Tears of penitential Sorrow to ſtart from their ſtony 
Eyes, Confeſſions of unfeigned Faith, to ifſue from 
their blaſpheming Lips. Yet thus it will aſſuredly 
be. In the Volume of the divine Book it is written, 
They ſhall look on Him, whom they have pierced, and 
mourn +. They ſhall adore as the MESSIAH, the 
deſpiſed Galilean; and fix all their Hopes of final Fe- 
licity on that very Perſon, whom their Fathers flew 
and hanged on a Tree. 

Amazing Rewolution in the religious World ! Yet 
this, together with the Deſtructioan of Antichriſt, and 
the Illumination of the benighted Gentiles, may paſs for 


ſmall Incidents ; compared with thoſe fupendous Events, 


which will dignify, and ſignalize the cloſing Scene of 
Affairs. 


from the Night-Tomghts ; which preſents Us with a magniiicent 
Diſplay of this great Truth, 


THOU, by whom all Worlds 

Were made, and one redeem'd ; whoſe regal Pocuer 
On more than adamantine Baſis fx d; 

O'er more, far more than Diadems aud Thrones 
Inviolably reigns ; beneath whoſe Foot, 

And by the Mandate of whoſe awful Nod, 

All Regions, Revolutions, Fortunes, Fates, 

Of High, of Low, of Mind and Matter, roll 
Through the ſhort Channels of expiring Time, 

Or ſnureleſs Ocean of Eternity, 


Night-Thoughts, No. IX, 


F Zech. xii. 10. | 
L'2 Then 


— — — — — — 
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Then, ſhall the LORD FESUS be manifeſted in 
unſpeakable Glory; and exert ſuch Acts of Omnipo- 
tence, as will be the Terror of Hell, the Joy of Hea- 
ven, the Wonder of Eternity — Then, will He put an 
End to Time, and bid the Springs of Nature ceaſe to 
operate. . Then, ſhall his tremendous Trumpet rend 
the univerſal Vault, and pierce the Dormitories of 
the Dead. — Then, will He ſhake the Earth out of its 
Place“, and before his majeſtic Preſence the Heawens 
Fall flee away F,— Then ſhall, not a Nation only, but 

| | Multi- 
#* Job 1x. 6. 


+ How grand is the Idea, when David prays, Bow thy Hea- 
wins O LORD, ard come daun. twch the Mountains, and they 
ſpall ſmoke. Much grander is the Image, when He ſays; The 
Springs of Waters were ſeen, and the Foundations of the World 
evere diſcovered, at thy Chiding O LORD, at the Blaſt of the 
Breath of thy Diſpleaſure. Tranſcendently and 9" grand 
is this Deſcription, though given Us by the moſt plain and artleſs 
Writer in the World. I ſav a great white Throne, and HIM 
THAT SAT ON IT, from whoſe Face the Heavens and the Earth 
fled away, and there was no Place found for them, Rev. xx. 11. 

In Vrrgil's admired Repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his Thun- 
der, and a Mountain fails at the Stroke; 


— - — Ile flagranti 
Aut Atho, aut Rbedapen, aut alta Ceraunia Telo 
Def icit. Georg. I. 331. 


In Hymer's more terror-ſtriking Piece, Neptune ſhakes the wide- 
extended Farth : the Mountains tremble to their Center, the 
Ocean heaves its Billows, and Cities reel on their Foundations, 


Aulag eve he Iloce ba gte 

Taiay aTeupeoiny, ofewy T ATEW KANG, 

Tlailec & cuil rods mounidaxe lon, 

Kai xopu@at, Tpwwle TAK, n AN,j. Tliad. Y. 57. 


Here, the SON of the eterna! GOD appears only, and all Na- 
ture is alarmed: nor Heaven nor Earth can keep their Standing: 
they flee away, like the frighted Roe —How grevelling are the 
loftieſt Flights of the Grecian and Reman Mule, eompared with 
this Magnificence and Elevation of the prophetic Spirit! 

Let Us conſider the Paſſage a little more attentively. Volet 
bac ſub Luce videri. Maſterly Performances, the more cloſely 
they are examined, the more highly they charm. It is not ſaid, 
A few Herds of the Foreſt, a few Kings, or Armies, or "Oo ; 

ut 
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Multitudes, Multitudes of Nations, be born in a Day* ; 
yea rather, in an Hour, in a Moment, in the Tu ink- 
ling of an Eye. All that are aſleep in the Beds of 
Death; even thoſe who, periſhing in Tempeſis, are 
ſunk to the Bottom of the Ocean; or, ſwallowed Þ 
by Earthquakes, are buried at the Center of the 
Globe ; all ſhall hear his Voice; and hearing, ſhall 
awake; and awaking, ſhall come ſorth.— Every hu- 
man Body, though Ages have revolved, fince it gave 
up the Ghoſt; though Yorms have devoured the 
Fleſh, and Diſſolution mouldered the Bones; though 
its Parts have been grinded by the Veeth of Beaſts, or 
conſumed by the Rage of Fire; diflipated in viewle/5 
Winds, or ſcattered over the boundle/s Globe; loit to 
our Senſes, and loft even to our Imagination; yet 
will every human Body then be reftored ; its Limbs 
re- aſſembled, and not an Atom wanting; its Frame re- 
buiſt, and never be demoliſhed more. 

Then, ſhall the unnumbered Myriads of departed 
Spirits return from their ſeparate Abodes; and, com- 
miſſioned by HI M who i, the Reſurretion and the Life, 
re-animate each his organized Syſtem. Then, will 
Miſery and Happineſs, both conſummate, and both ever- 
laſting, be awarded by the SAVIO U R's Sentence. — 
Then, will He condemn the ungodly World, and the 
rebellious Angels, to Chains of Darkneſs, and Dun- 
geons of Deſpair. 'Then, will He inveſt the Righteous 
with the Inheritance of Heaven, and inſtate them in 
the Fulneſs of Joy. His Word will be Fate; [mmu- 
tability ſeals, and Eternity executes, whatever He de- 
crees. 


but the whole Syſtem of created Things. It is not ſaid, They were 
thrown into great Commotions, but they fled intirely awvay; not, 


they ſtatted from their Foundations, but they fell int» Dutt u; 


not, they removed to a diſtant Place, but there was found ne Place 
fer them ; they ceaſed to exiſt 3 they were no more.— And all thie, 
not at the ſtrict Command of the LORD FESUS ; not at his 
awful Menace, or before his fiery Indignation; but at the bare 
Preſence of his Majeſty, fitting with ſerene but adorable Dignity 
on his Throne. 

It this is not the true Sublime, in its utmoſt Scope, and richeſt 
Beauty, I mult contels, I never ſaw it, nor ever expect to ſee it. 

0 Ifai. Xvi. 8. 


L 3 And 
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And has this JESU, fo glorious, ſo majeſtic, fo ado- 
rable—has HE vouchſafed to take our Nature, and be- 
come our Righteouſneſs? Was HE made under the 
Law? Did HE fulfil all its Demands? Give perfect Sa- 
tisfaction to the peral, and yield perfect Obedience to 
the preceptive 2 On purpoſe, that the Merit of a// might 
be made over to Us? - Aſtoniſhing Condeſcenſion! In- 
effable Grace! What Thanks are due, to ſuch infi— 
nitely rich Goodneſs! -W hat a Remedy is here, for 
the Impotence and Guilt of fallen Man! What a 
ſure Foundation of Hope, and what an abundant Source 
of Joy, to every One that believeth ? 

It is declared by the Oracle of GOD, That /uch an 

HIGH-PRIEST became Us, was abſolutely neceſſary 
for our obnoxious and ruined Condition, who is holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners—and made higher 
than the Heavens *. It appears, I flatter myſelf, from 
the Letter already in your Hand, That CHRIST fully 
anſwered the former Character; and from this Epiſtle, 
I hope it will appear, That He is the very Perſon de- 
ſcribed in the latter Clauſe. 
- Eſtimate now, my dear Friend, eſtimate if You can, 
the Glory and Excellency of this ſublime Perſon. Then 
may You learn, how to ſtate the Worth of his Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Degree of Aﬀance ſuited to his Me- 
Tits. Rather You will perceive, that his ſpotleſs Birth, 
his perfectly obedient Life, his exquiſitely bitter Death, 
are a Satisfaction of unknown Dignity ; precious +, far 
beyond all the Graces of Men, and all the Duties of 
Angels; able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that rely on 
them, and come unto GOD through them. 

Conſonant to this, are the Sentiments of that pene- 
trating Critic and profound Scholar, Dr. Lightfoot, 
Who, treating of our SAVIO U R's Obedience, ſays 
Add to all this the Dignity of his Perſon, who 
* performed this Obedience: that He was GOD as well 
„as Man: and his Obedience is infinite. Such as, in 

: * Ui 


* Heb. vii. 26. , 
+ This is expreſſed by the ſacred Hiſtorian , with an Energy 


which no Tranſlation can equal; T. Tifany T& TE]: pan peeve o li- 
uncailo amo u Ioganh. Matt. xvii. 9. 


E * . „F 


„ 0 # 
n * N n 


Let. 8. AspaSto % THERON. 223 


&« its Validity, ſubdued Satan, and in its All- ſufficiency 
* ſatisfhed the Juſtice of GOD.” After which, our 
celebrated Author makes this important and delightful 
Improvement; Think, Chriftian, what a Stock of 
„Obedience and Righteouſneſs, here is for thee, to 

anſwer and ſatisfy for thy Diſobedience and Un- 
righteouſneſs. If Thou become a Child of the 


«c 


„Covenant. Here is enough for every Soul that 


* comes to Him, be they never ſo many. Like the 


Widow's Oil in the Book of Kings, there is enough 
and enough again, as long as any Veſſel is brought 
« to receive it“. 

We need not wonder that Gentiles, who are igno- 
rant of the REDEEMER ; that Jews, who treat Him 
with contemptuous Scorn ; that Profe/ors of Religion, 
who deny his eternal GO D-HE AD; place little, if 
any Confidence in his Righteouſneſs. But it is ſtrange, 
that Chriſtians, who know the SAVIOUR; who ac- 
knowledge his Divinity; and believe Him to be exalted 
above all Blefling and Praiſe—it is exceedingly ſtrange, 
that they do not rejoice in Him; make their boaſt of 
Him; and ſay, with a becoming Diſdain, of every 
other Dependence, Get ye hence} f! 

Such an Aſſemblage of divine Perfections, muſt avar- 
rant, muſt demand, the moſt undivided, and the moſt 
unbounded Confidence. There never was, no, not 
in all Ages, nor in all Worlds, any thing greater or 
richer, more dignified or exalted, than the Obedience 
of our LORD. —Nay; It is impoſſible for Men gr 
Angels to imagine, what could be %% ſuited to our 
Wants, /o proper for our Reliance, or /o ſure to an- 
ſwer, more than anſwer all our Expectations. 

Upon the Whole; let me intreat my Theron to con- 
template our LORD JESUS CHRIST, under that moſt 
illuſtrious Character, deſcribed by the Prophet, 4 
PRIEST upon his THRONE T. Dignifying the ſacer- 


dotal Cenſer by the regal Diadem; adding all the Ho- 
nours of his eternal Divinity, to the Sacrifice of his 
bleeding Humanity.— Then, I promiſe myſelf, You will 

® Lightfoot's Works, Vol. II. p. 1258. + Iſai. xxx 22+ 
1 Zech, vi. 13. 


L 4 find 
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find it almoſt impoſſible, not to adopt the emphatical 
and ardent Proteſtation of the Apoſtle; GOD forbid, 
that I ſhould gl ry, that I ſhould confide, ſave only in the 
Obedience and the Cro/s of CHRIST FESUS my LORD! 

When You made the Tour of France and Italy; 
and, croſſing the Alps, gained the Summit of ſome 
commanding Ridge—When You looked round, with 
Aſtoniſhment and Delight, on the ample Plains, which 
crouded with Cities, and adorned with Palaces, 
ſtretch their beauteous Tracts below—When you fur- 
veyed the famous Rivers, that roll in filent but ſhining 
Dignity ; ſtating the Boundaries of Kingdoms, and 
waſting Plenty through the gladdened Nations—When 
You ſhot your tranſported View to the Ocean, whoſe 
unmeaſurable Flood meets the Arch of Heaven, and 
terminates the Landſchape with inconceivable Gran- 
deur Did You then, chooſe to forego the Plea- 
ſurg reſulting from ſuch a Proſpect, in order to gaze 
upon the naked Cragg of ſome adjacent Rock? Or, 
could You turn Your Eyes from thoſe magnificent Ob- 
jects, and faſten them with pleaſed Attention upon a 
ſhallow Puddle, that lay ſtagnating at your Feet? 

You, who have beheld the Scene, can accommo- 
date the Simile, with peculiar Advantage. For which 
Reaſon, I ſhall wave the Application ; and only beg 
leave to tranſcribe into my Paper a With, that is now 
warm on my Heart, and is often breathed in Suppli- 
cation from my Lips — May the FATHER of our 
Spirits, and the Fountain of Wiſdom, give Us an en- 
lightened Underflanding, to KNOW Him that is true: 
grant Us the ineſtimable Bleſſing, that We may BE IN 
Him that is true, even in his SON JESUS CHRIST, 
For, this SAVIOUR is the true GOD, and that Privi- 
lege is Life eternal f. 

My 7heron needs no Arguments to convince Him, 
that fuch a Prayer is an AQ of rational and real 
Friendſhip ; is the moſt genuine and fubſtantial Proof, 


that J am, 


His truly affeftionate 
AsPas10. 


LETTER 


| F 1 John v. 20. 


L EI IBEX N. 


THE RON to AsPASIO. 


Dear A5ra510, 


OUR two Letters have reached my Hand, and 

I hope, they have not miſſed my Heart. I might 
intorm You, whar Pleaſure they gave me, and how 
highly I eſteem them. But you deſire no ſuch Com- 
pliments: You deſire to ſee me impreſſed with the 
Sentiments, and living under their Influence. This 
would be the moſt acceptable Acknowledgment to my 
Aſpaſio, becauſe it would be the moſt happy Effect to 
his Theron. May every Day, therefore, bring a freſh 
Acceſſion of ſuch Gratitude to me, and of /#ch Satis- 
faction to You ! 

To watch for my Soul, and pray for my Salvation, 
am thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt Inſtance of 
rational and exalted Friendſhip. Every Claim to that 
amiable Character, is defeXive and wain, if it does not 
extend to our ſpiritual Intereſts, and our everlaſting 
Welfare. For which Reaſon, I need not intreat You 
to continue and perpetuate this beſt Expreſſion of ſo- 
cial Kindneſs. Or if I do, it is rather to teſtify how 
much I prize the Favour, than to prompt your aſteCti- 
onate and ready Mind. 

Your laſt found me at a Friend's Houſe, that lies 
pretty near the weflern Ocean. —Yeſterday, waked by 
the Lark, and riſing with the Dawn , I ſtrolled into 


the 
+ Evandtum ex bumili Tech Lux ſuſcitat alma, 
Et matutini Volucrum ſub Culmine Cantus. Virg. 


Lux alma A lovely Expreflion ! Deſcribing the Mildnels, this 
Peauty, and the chear ing Efficacy of the riſing Sun, It is, I think» 
„capable of an equal Tranſlation ; but reminds me of a very fine 
Compariſon in our ſacred Ecloguer, which repreſents the charming 
Appearance, and the benign Influence of the Goſpel- church, at 
11s firſt Opening on the Gentile Word. A be is this that hee 
forth as the Morning ? Cant. VI. 10. 
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the fragrant Air, and dewy Fields. While, as Shake- 
ſpeare with his uſual Sprightlineſs expreſſes himſelf, 


— Focund Day 
Stood tip-toe on the miſiy Mountains Top. 


Sweet was the Breath of Morn, and ſweet the Ex- 
halations of the freſhened Flowers—Grateful were the 
ſoft Salutes of the cooling Zephyrs, attended with the 

Charm of earlieſt Birds—Delightful the Sun, painting 
with his orient Beams the Chambers of the Firmament, 
and unveiling the Face of univerſal Nature. 

My Mind, but little affected with theſe inferior En- 
tertainments, was engaged in contemplating an Ob- 
ject of infinitely ſuperior Dignity. In contemplating 
that ADORABLE BEING, who raiſed—from nothing 
raiſed this ſtupendous Syſtem of Things; and ſupports 
with his H cd ſupports the magnificent Frame. Who 
(to ſpeak in the Language of his own SPIRIT) openeth 
the Eyelids of the Morning, and commandeth the Day- 
ſpring to know its Place“. Commandeth the Light, by 
its punctual and pleaſing Miniſtrations, to draw aſide 
the Curtains of Darkneſs; and diſcover the Skies, 
ſhining with Glories; and diſcloſe the Earth, bloom- 
ing with Beauties, 

1 HER of Light and Life, ſaid my tranſported 
ind, 


Thu GOOD SUPREME! 
O teach me what is good! Teach me THYS ELF. 
Save me from Folly, Vanity, and Vice, 
From every low Purſuit ! and feed my Soul 

ith Faith, with conſcions Peace, and Virtue pure, 
Sacred, julſtantial, never-fading Bliſs +! 


Wrapt in Wonder, and loft in Thought, I rambled | 


careleſly along, till I was inſenſibly brought to the 
Shore. Which, in theſe Parts, is prodigiouſſy high and 
ſtrong: perfectly well fitted, to ſtand as an everlaſting 

| Bar- 


* Job, xxxv1ii. 12, + Them ſon's Winter, 
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Barrier“, againſt the impetuous Stroke of conflicting 
Winds, and the ponderous Sweep of daſhing Surges. 
— Not that the omnipotent ENGINEER has any 
Need of theſe impregnable Ramparts. Here, it is true, 
they intervene; and not only repreſs the rolling Inva- 
der, but ſpeak the amazing Majeſty of the MAKER. 
In other Places, all ſuch laboured Methods of Fortifi- 
cation are laid aſide. The CREATOR ſhews the 
aſtoniſhed World, that He is confined to no Expe- 
dients ; but orders all Things according to the Pleaſure 
of his own Will. He bids a low Bank of deſpicable 
Sand, receive and repel the moſt furious Shocks of 
aſſaulting Seas: And though the Wawes thereof toſs them- 
ſelwes with incredible Fierceneſs, yet can they not prevail ; 
though they roar, and ſeem to menace univerſal De- 
ſtruction, yet can they not paſs over Þ this ſlighteſt of 
Mounds. 

A winding Paſſage broke the Declivity of the De- 
ſcent; and led me, by a gradual Slope, to the Bot- 
tom.— The Moon being in her laſt Quarter, and the 
Tide at its greateſt Receſs, I walked for a while, where 
briny Waves were wont to flow. — The —_— Waters 
had left a vacant Space, ſeveral Furlongs broad ; equal, 
in Length, to a very extended Viſta ; ſmooth on its Sur- 
face, as the moſt level Bowling-green ; and almoſt as 
firm, as the beſt compacted Cawiay. Inſomuch, that 
the Thread of a Horſe ſcarce impreſſes *it, and the 
Waters of the Sea never penetrate it. Excluſive of 
this wite Contrivance, the Harkins Waves would in- 
ſinuate themſelves into the Heart of the Earth. And 
the Earth itſelf would, in ſome Places, be Hoelloau as 
an Honeycomb; in other Places, bibulous as a Sponge. 
But this cloſely cemented or glutinous Kind of Pave- 


ment, is like c/aying the Bottom of the univerſal] Ca- 
nal 


* Theſe, doubtleſs, are * the Doors and the Bars, which the 
ALMIGHTY mentions in the Courſe of his awful Interrogatories 
to Feb. The moſſy Doggs, that can never be forced; the ſolid 
Bars, that can never be broke; and I may add, the cenſpicuus Co- 
lumns on which his Providence has inſcribed that ſovereign Mandate, 
Ne plus ultra, Or, as the Prohibition runs in his own majeſtic 
Words, Hitberte ſhalt thou go, but no farther, Job xxxvili. 11, 

t Jer, V. 22. 
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nal. So that the returning Tides conſolidate rather 
than perforate its Subſtance, and prevent the Sun from 
cleaving it with Chinks. Such, I hope, will be the 
Caſe, with this Soul of mine, and the Temptations that 
beſet me. Beſet me they do, they will. But may they 
never 7v:z upon my Affections, nor gain Admittance in- 
to my Heart! Let them make me humble, and keep 
me vigilant; teach me to walk cloſely with my GOD, 
and urge me to an incefſant Dependence on CHRIST. 
Then, inſtead of being ruinous, they may become ad- 
wantageous; and inſtead of ſhattering, will only cleanſe 
the Rock, on which they daſh, 

The mighty Waters, reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
Tranquillity, with a folemn “* but placid Murmur, 
ſtruck my Ear. The Billows, ſometimes advancing to 
kiſs the and ſometimes drawing back their curly 
Heads into the Deep; whitened, at their Extremities, 
into an agreeable Foam. Which, with the reflective 
Repreſentation of the azure Canopy, formed the Ap- 
pearance of a moſt ſpacious Mantle, tinged with a beau- 
tiful Blue, and edged with Fringes of Silver. —Dzg- 
ity and Elegance, I find, are the inſeparable Charac- 
teriſtics of the CREA T OR's Workmanſhip. As 
Comfort and Happineſs, J have heard You affirm, are 
the very Spirit of bis Goſpel, and the genuine Produce 
of his Commands. 

On one, Side, the At/antic Main rolled its Surges 
from World to World. What a Spectacle of Mag- 
nificence and Terror! What an irreſiſtible Incitement 
to Reverence and Awe! How it fills the Mind, and 
amazes the Imagination! Tis the grandeſt and moſt 
auguſt Object under the whole Heavens It re- 
minds me of that apocalyptic Viſion, which Fohbn, the 
inraptured Seer, beheld! A it were a great Mountain 
burning with Fire, was caſt into the Sea, and the third 
Part of the Sea became Blood; and the third Part of the 
Creatures which were in the Sea, and had Life, died; 


and 


This is deſeribed with inimitable P@brricty by Hemer; 
By F GKXEWY DAEK Suk PAPA Cu dad 
And only not quite lo beautiful by Milton; 
He ſaid ; ard as the Srund of Waters deep 
. & je Moarmer ecko'd to kis Wargs Appius. 
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and the third Part of the Ships were deſtroyed. I have 
not Penetration enough, to diſcover the ſpiritual Mean- 
ing of this Paſſage; but, I diſcern a moſt dreadful 
Grandeur, in its plain and literal Senſe. If We conſi- 
der the wonderful Compaſs, and the terrible Force, 
of ſuch an enormous Maſs of Fire; if We conſider its 
horrible and deſtructive Effects, on ſuch a vaſt Body 
of Waters, as the third Part of the Ocean ; how tre- 
mendous and aſtoniſhing is the Idea! Surely, nothing 
but divine Inſpiration could ſuggeſt theſe Images; as 
none-but an Almighty BEING can execute this Ven- 
geance. Who would not fear an eternal KING, that 
has ſuch Weapons and ſuch Artillery, reſerved againſt 
the Day of Battle and War. 

Spacious as the Sea is, GO D has provided a Gar- 
ment, to cover it. Immenſe as the Sea is, G O D has 
prepared /wad/ing Bands, to inwrap it. Ungovernable 
as it may ſeem to Us, He over-rules it with as much 
Eaſe, as the Nurſe manages a new-born Infant F. An 
Infant it is, before Almighty Power; and to an Infant 
it is compared, by] EH OVAH Himſelf: though, to 
our Apprehenſion, it raves like a fupendous Madman. 
—But, if HE command, it opens a peaceful Boſom, 
and receives his People. It ſmooths the Way for their 
Paſſage, and ſtands as a Bulwark for their Defence. 
They march through the midfl of the Sea upon dry Ground, 
and the Waters are a Wall unto them on their Right-hand 
and on their left. If he reverſes his Mandate, they 
drive down, with an irreſiſtible Sweep, upon the 
Hoſts of Pharaoh; and overwhelm the Chariots and 
Horſes of Egypt. They pour Confuſion upon Arro- 
gancef, and diſappoint the Deſigns of Perſecution and 

| Cruelty. 


＋ Job xxxviii. 8, 9. 

t Arregance.— This is deſcrided with exquiſite Delicacy, in the 
ET4y140v or triumphant Song of Moſ's. The Enemy ſaid, I will 
purjue 5; I will evrtake ; I will divide the Spoil ; my Luft ſhall be 
Jatisfied upon them: I will dra ad my Sword, mine Hand ſhall deftrey 
them. What ſwelling Words of Vanity are here! The very Spirit 
of a Thraſo breathes in this beautiful Proſop!-paia, Never was the 
Language of Hlaſtet, Ferocity, and Rhodomantade, ſo finely mi- 
micked'—How nobleis the Turn, and how exalted the Sentiment, 


that follows! Thin didſt blow with thy Mind; the Sea covered then; 
they 
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Cruelty.— If He ſays, Be fti/l: the bellowing Surges are 
huſhed; and the gentleſt Lamb is not ſo quiet. If He 
ſays, Deſtroy: even the quieſcent Waters kindle into 
Rage; they riſe in their MAKE R's Cauſe; and ten 
thouſand Lions, ſtung with Hunger, and ruſhing upon 
the Prey, are not ſo fierce. When He bids them exe- 
cute any other Commiſſion ; the Horſe broke to the 
Bit, the Spaniel diſciplined to the Signal, are not half 
ſo dutiful and obſequious. And ſhall our Paſſions be 
more wild than the Winds, more turbulent than the 
Billows? Forbid it, Almighty LO RD! Thou that 
ruleſt the Raging of the Sea; and the Noiſe of his Wares, 

reſtrain, ſubdue, and calm the Madneſs of the People. 
The Eye travels hard. It wanders over a vaſt, vaſt 
Length of fluctuating Plains +. It reaches the Limits of 
the Hemiſphere, where Skies and Waves ſeem to mingle. 
Vet it has ſcarce made an Entry upon World of Waters. 
What I here diſcern, is no more than the Skirts of the 
great and wide Sea. Tracts incomparably broader, are 
{ti]] behind; and Tracts of unbounded Extent, are be- 
hind even thoſe.— Great then, O my Soul, inconceiva- 
bly great, is that adored and glorious SOVEREIGN, 
who ſitteth upon this Flood, as upon a Throne. Nay, 
Who holds it, diffuſed as it is from Pole to Pole, in the 
Hollow of his Hand ; and before whom, in all its pro- 
digious Dimenſions, it is but as the Drop of a Bucket. 
How ſhall Reptiles of the Ground fink low enough in 
their own Apprehenſions, what Humiliation can be ſuf- 
ficiently deep for ſintul Mortals, before this“ * 2 and 
* Holy ONE!” Yet how may they riſe on the Wings 
of Hope! How may they ſoar on the Pinions of Faith! 
When, in the Language of his Prophet, and in his own 
SON's Name, they thus addreſs the everlaſting GOD. 
Awake ! Aqvake ! Put on Strength, O Arm of the LORD! 
Awake, ſor our Succour and Security, as in the anticrt 
Days, in the Generations of cid. Art Thou not it, that hath 
cut 


they ſank as Lead in the mighty Waters, The GOD of Tſrael need 

not ſummon all his Power, or level the right aiming Thunder- 

bolts; Re only blows with his Wind, and the great Mountain 

breaks like a Bubble. All this inſolent and formidable Parade is quaſh» 

ed; ſinks into Nothing; expires in Shame and Ruin, Exod.xv 9.10, 
1 —Campoſque natantes, Lucret. 
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cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon? Art Thou not it, 
auhich hath dried the Sea, the Waters of the great Deep? 
That hath made the Depths of the Sea, a Way for the Ran- 
fomed to paſs over . 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are the 
Works of Omnipotence! What are all the Canals in all 
the Countries of the Earth, compared with this immenſe 
Reſervatory ! What are all the ſuperb Edifices, erected 
by royal Munificence, compared with yonder Concave 
of the Skies. And what are the moſt pompous Illumi- 
nations of Theatres and triumphant Cities, compared 
with the reſplendent Source of Day! They are a Spark, 
an Atom, a Drop. Nay, in every Spark, and Atom, 
and Drop, that proceeds from the Hand of the A L- 
MIGHTY, there is the Manifeſtation of a Wiſdom 
and a Power abſolutely incomprehenſible. 

Let us examine a fingle Drop of Water, the ver 
leaſt Quantity, that the Eye can diſcern ; only ſo ch 
as will juſt adhere to the Point of a Needle. In this al- 
moſt imperceptible Speck, a famous Philoſopher com- 
putes no leſs than thirteen thouſand Globules. Amazin 
to conceive! Impoſſible to explicate!—If then, in 2 
ſmall a Speck, abundantly more than ten thouſand Glo- 
bules exiſt, what Myriads of Myriads muſt float in the 
unmeaſured Extent of the Ocean !—Let the ableſt A- 
rithmetician try to comprehend in his Mind, not the in- 
ternal Conſtitution, but only the Number of theſe fluid 
Particles. As well may He graſp the Winds in his Fiſt, 
or mete out the Univerſe with his Span, as execute the 
Taſk.—If then We are utterly unable to number (which 
is the moſt ſuperficial- of all Reſearches) even the moſt 
common Works of the great JEHOVAH ; how can 
We pretend to lay open the Secrets, and penetrate the 
Receſſes of his infinite Mind! How can We pretend 
to inveſtigate the whole Proceſs, and ſolve all the Dif- 
ficulties, of that higheft and deepeſt of the divine Schemes, 
REDEMPTION ! 

I have ſometimes been offended, I muſt confeſs, when 


You was wont to inlarge upon the y/terious Truths 


of Chriſtianity. But I perceive, the Beam was in 
my own Eye, when I fanſied, the Mote was in 
＋ Ilaiah li. 9, 10, my 
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my Friend's. Is there, in every Ray of Light, and in 
every Particle of Matter, a Depth of Contrivance un- 
fathomable by the Line of any human Underſtanding? 
And ſhall there be nothing abſtruſe or profound, no- 
thing but what 1s level to our canty Apprehenſions, in 
the great * I hings of GOD's Law, and the glorious + 
Things of his Goſpel? To expect this, is jul as wiſe 
in itſelf, and juſt as congruous to Nature, as to expect 
a Sea, Whole Cavities might have been digged by 
our Spade a Sky, whoſe Arches are meaſurable by 
our Compaſs a Sun, whoſe Orb may be included 
in our Lanthorns. 

When therefore I read of ONE uncreated and eter- 
nal BEING, ſubſiſting in THREE Divine PERSONS; 
when I hear of an infinitely pure and perfect GOD, 
made Fleſh for the Redemption of finful Men ; when 
I meditate on the righteous and univerſal JUDGE, 
reconciling the World unto Himſelf, by the Death of 
his own SON ; when a thouſand curious and in- 
quiſitive Thoughts are ready to ariſe on the Occaſi- 
on; I will bid them, firſt ſound the Depths of a fing/e 
Drop, and then apply their Plummet to the boundle/5 
Ocean. This, I am very ſure, is not weak Creduli— 
ty, nor wild Enthuſiaſm ; but the matureſt Dictate of 
Reaſon, and the very Preciſion of Truth. Let then 
the great CREATOR make that ſublime Declaration; 
As the Heawens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my Ways 
than your Ways, and my Thoughts than your Thoughts J. 
Let every human Creature add that humble Acknow- 
ledgment ; O the Depths of the Riches, both of the I iſ- 
dom and Knowledge of GOD! How unſearchable are his 
Inv and his Ways paſt finding cut ||. And not 


* 


evotion only, but Reaſon and Truth, will ſay Amen 
to both. | 
Yoy fee, A/pafro, how I am trying to adopt your Spi- 
rit. You will obſerve the willing Scholar, though not 
the great Proficient. But ſtay! Is this right? T'o 
divert from ſuch commanding Subjects, and take No- 
| tice 


* NN Hoſ. viii. 12. 
+ Ta pwiyanis Ts Os. Acts ii. 11. 1 Iſai. Iv. 9, 
| Rom. xi. 33. 
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tice of mere Punctilios? My Friend may ſpare his 
Frowns. I am ſurpriſed and angry at myſelf. Away 
with the little Arts of Self- recommendation. Sz/f ſhould 
be forgot, ſhould be ſwallowed up and /ft in devout 
Aſtoniſhment, when We are viewing the Magnificence, 
and meditating on the Wonders of Creation. 

Behind me, and far off to the North, Cambria's 
duſky Coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loſt were 
all her Woods and Mountains. Inſtead of ornament- 
ed Towns, and cultivated Plains, a confuſed Mitt, or 
a low-hung Cloud, ſeemed to hover on the Ocean's 
remoteſt Brim. Behind me ! Remembrance is rouſed 
at the Expreſſion, and Conſcience ſharpens her Sting. 
Ah! how often, and how long, have I treated in this 
very Manner, the nobleſt Scenes, and the ſublimeſt 
Joys! Have turned my Back ungrateful and beſot- 
ed Creature — upon the heavenly Country, and 
wandered from the Regions of infinite Delight! 'There- 
fore now they appear m I have ſcarcely a Glimpſe 
of their tranicendent Excellencies. Or if I fee them 
by Faith, it is with frequent Intermiſſions, and much 
Obſcurity. Turn me, O thou GOD of my Salva- 
tion, turn me from purſuing Phantoms, and attach me 
to thy bleſſed Self. Let me henceforth Geer an inva- 
riable Courſe to IMMANUEL's Kingdom. May its 
Treaſures, as I advance, open to my View, and its 
Glories brighten in my Eye. O! may ſome Odours, 
better, far better than Sabæan ſpicy Odours ||, exhale 
from the delectable Hills, and the celeſtial Shores !— 
But chiefly thou eternal SPIRIT breathe upon my Soul, 
both by thy convincing and comforting Influences! Nor 
ever ceaſe to ſwell my Sails, and ſpeed my Progreſs ; 
till I arrive at he Land, that is very far off; and ſee the 

KING, 


1 Alluding to thoſe Lines in Milton, 


— As when to them whbo ſail 

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt 

Moſambic, «ff at Sea North-eaſt Winds blow 

Sabzan Odour, from the ſpicy Shore 

Of Araby the ble, and many a League 

Chear'd with the grateful Sme cd Ocean ſmiles. 
| B. IV. 59. 
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KING, the KING of Grace and of Glory, u all his 
ineffable Beauty . 

On my Left-hand, a Range of mountainous Cliffs roſe 
in a perpendicular Direction. The huge Pile extend- 
ed, as far as the Sight could go, its black Boundaries, 
Here, bending inwards to the Land ; there, bellying 
out into the Deep; every where, projecting a Shade, 
ſeveral Leagues a-croſs the Ocean. 

'The Height of theſe Cliffs ſo prodigious, that every 
human Creature who comes near the Summit, ſtarts 
back terrified and agbaſt. Only a few ſtraggling Goats 
venture to graze on the Top: and theſe, to a Perſon 
walking below, appear but as Specks of moving white. 
While the Sea-mews, that winnow the Air about the 
middle Steep, look like winged Animalcules, purſuing 
their little Sports in a different Region. The Aspen 
of theſe Cliffs ſo wi/d and horrid, it is impoſſible to be- 
hold them without a ſhivering Dread. The Spectator 
is apt to imagine, that Nature had formerly ſuffered 
ſome violent Con vulſions, or been ſhaitered by the 
flaming Bolts; and that theſe are the diſmember'd Re- 
mains of the dreadful Stroke. 

Amazing! What adventurous daring Creature is 

onder, gathering Samphire from the Cavities of the 
Rocks ! He has let himſelf down ſeveral Fathom, be- 
neath the bleak and dizzy Summit. — He gleans a poor 
Livelihood, from the Edges of Danger, ſhall I ſay? 
Rather, from the Jaws of Death. I cannot diſcern 
the Rope to which He clings. He ſeems to be ſuſ- 
proces over the tremendous Precipice, by a Thread, 

y a Hair, by pay I'll look no longer. The 
very Sight chills my Veins. While I view his peril- 
ous Elevation, I can think of nothing but a headlon 
Downial, and fractured Bones; of Brains left to — 
on the pointed Crags, and Blood ſtreaming on the diſ- 
coloured Beach. 

Suppoſe (if the Mind can bear ſo ſhocking a Sup- 
poſition) ſome poor Wretch, expoſed on the Brow of 
this ſtupendous Promontory ; without any Support for 
his Feet; and cleaving only to a weak flender * 

at 


1 Ifai. xxxiii. 17. 
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that but juſt adheres to the Interſtices of the Rock. 
What tumultuous Throbbings ſeize his Breaſt? What 
a dying Paleneſs invades his Cheeks? And what Ago- 
nies of Fear rend his Heart? As he hangs, projecting 
over the ragged Precipice ; and ſurveys the Ocean 
deep, wonderous deep below ! The Bough gives 
way. His only Hope fails. It yields more and more 
to his Weight. Good Heavens! He finks ! He finks! 
O! for ſome friendly Hand, to ſnatch him from pe- 
riſhing! Millions, Millions of Gold, were the cheap 
Purchaſe of ſuch a Mercy. There was a Time, 
my Soul, when thou waſt in a Situation, equally ſhall 
I ſay? Infinitely more dangerous. Tottering, not 
only on the Verge of Life, but on the very Brink of 
Hell. Remember that compaſſionate Arm, which was 
ſtretched out, in the very Article of Need, to reſcue 
Thee from imminent and everlaſting Perdition. Ne— 
ver forget that gracious Voice, which ſaid-——in Ac- 
cents ſweeter than the Muſic of the Seraphic Choir 
„Deliver him from going down into the Pit. Let 
his Health be reſtored, and his Day of Grace be pro- 


« longed.” 
In ſome Places, the hideous Ruins not only tower to 


the Skies, but lean over the Strand. Prominent and 


frightfully pendulous, they nod Horror, and threaten 
Deſtruction on all below. A Perſon congratulates 
Himſelf, when He has got clear of the bending Pre- 
Cipice ; and can hardly forbear thinking, that the en- 
ormous Load is with-held by fome * Hand, till 
the execrable Wretch, doomed to a moſt aſtoniſhing Ven- 
2 is come within Reach of the Blow. And tru- 
y, if he had the Strength of the Elephant, or the 
Firmneſs of the Behemoth, this would grind him to 
Powder, or cruſh him into Atoms. 

How awful to conſider, that there is a Day com- 
ing, when wicked Potentates, and haughty Monarchs, 
will beg of yonder Seas, to yawn compaſſionately deep, 
and hide them in their darkeſt Abyſſes; hide them 
from the piercing Eye, and avenging Sword, of in- 
flexible Juſtice. —— That there is a Day coming, when 
even the ſoft Voluptuary, the wanton Beauty, and 


all 


| 
f 


236 THERoNn % Aspaslo. Let. . 


all the Ungodly of the Earth, will call upon thoſe tre- 
mendous Ridges, with all their unſupportable Burden 
of craggy Rocks, to ruy/p down upon their guilty 
Heads. It, by this means, they may be ſcreened 
from the infinitely more dreaded Weight of divine In- 
dignation. 

Vain are their Cries; and vainer ſtill would be their 
Refuge, ſhould their paſſionate Requeſts be granted. 
Can Floods conceal the impious Wretches ; when the 
Caverns of the Ocean thall be laid bare, and the Foun- 
dations of the World be diſcovered? Can Rocks ſecret? 
an obnoxious Rebel; when Rocks, with all their mar- 
ble Quarries, and adamantine Entrails, thall diffolve 
like melting Wax? When Hills, that plunge their 
Roots to the Centre, and loſe their towering Heads in 
Air, ſhall ſtart from their affrighted Baſe . and flee 
away like a withered Leaf! Good GOD ! What 
racking Anguiſh muſt they ge What inexpretlibly ſe- 
verer '['orment mult they fear ! Who can implore, ar- 
dently implore as a moſt defirable Favour, what Ima- 
gination itſelf ſhudders to conceive. 


In 


* Rev. vi. 12, 13, 14. 
+ This brings to our Remembrance a molt ſublime Deſcription 
of the DIVINE POWER, which ariſes in a beautiful Climax, and 
terminates in this grand Idea. The Voice of the LORD 1s mighty in 


Operation, the Voce of the LORD i a glorious Voice, The Voice of 


the LORD breaketh the Cedars ; yea, the LORD breaketh the Cedars 
of Lebanon, He maketh them alſo to ſkip like a Calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young Unicorn, Pſal. xxix. 4. 5, 6. | 

The Voice of the LORD is mighty in Operation, This is the ge- 
neral Propoſition ; which, in the following Sentences, We ſee moſt 
magnificently illuſtrated.— Ie Yeace of the LORD breaketh the Ce- 
dars; when He ſpeaks in Thunder, and bids the Lightning exe- 
cute his Orders, the Trees, the Cedar-Trees, thoſe ſturdieſt Pro- 
ductions of the Earth, are ſhivered to Pieces, —Yea, the LORD 
breaketh the Cedars of Lebanon ; which, for Statelineſs and Strength, 
furpaſs the Oaks of th- Foreſt, almoſt as much as the Oak exceeds 
a Shrub.—lt is a ſmall Thing with E HOVA H, to rend the 
Trunks, to tear up the Roots, and make thoſe maſſy Bodies ſ#ip 
like a Calf; even Lebanon and Sirion, the Mountains on which 
they grow, tremble before their GOD. They are thrown into 
ſtrange Commotions ; they »re ready to ſpring from their Founda- 
tions; and, with all their Load of Woods and Rocks, appear like 
ſome affrighted or ſome ſportive Animal, that ſtarts with Horror, 
or leaps with Exultation. 


rr 
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In ſome Places, theſe mountainous Declivities left 
their Brow aloft ; plant their Baſis deep; and, inſtead 
of portending a Fall, defy the Fury of the moſt impetu- 
ous Elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſtedfaſtly 
eſtabliſhed, they have withſtood the united, the re- 
peated Aſſaults of Winds and Waves, through a =_ 
Series of revolving Ages.——The ſacred Writers, 
obſerve, ſele& almoſt all the ſtriking Images, which 
the whole Creation affords; in order to communicate 
their heavenly Ideas, with the greateſt Advantage. 
Haiah, deſcribing the Security of the Righteous, takes 
his Compariſon from the grand SpeCtacle before my 
Eyes. He fhall dwell on high: His Place of Defence 
Gall be the Munitions of Racks * ; inacceſſible as thoſe 
lofty Ridges, immoveable as their everlaſting Founda- 
tions. 

Should it be aſked, What theſe Munitions of Rocks 
may ſignify ?—I find two Places of Refuge and Safe- 
guard, pointed out in Scripture; to either of which, I 
believe, the Metaphor is applicable. He had Horns, 


ſays one of the divine Pindarics, coming out of his 


Hand: there was the hiding of his Power f. Uncon- 
troulable and omnipotent Power was lodged in the great 
JEHOVAH's Hand; and this was the ſure Defence, 
this the impregnable Garriſon, for all his People. 
The Church of CHRIST is ſaid to be in the Clifts of 

the 


* Tſai, xxxiii. 16. | 

+ Hubak. iii. 4 Horns were an Emblem of Strength, A Horn 
of Salvation, is put for a mighty and eſfectual Salvation, Luke ii. 
69. Thou baſt beard me from among the Hirns of the Unicorns ; 
Thou haſt reſcued me from the moſt potent and formidable Ene- 
mies, Pſal xxii. 21, Here, the Word ſeems to denote that Power 
of JEHOVAH, to which nothing is impoſſible. And more than 
ſeems, if We conſu't the next Clauſe.— Tbere was the hiding of 
bis Power; or, as it may be rendered, bis pozwerſul Hiding, a 
molt ſecure Refuge, a Sanctuary abſolutely inv olable. I have 
accommodated this Paſſage to a different Senſe, Meditat. Vl. I. p. 
183. But the true Signification, moſt ſuitable to the Context, 
and mot ſubſervient to the Prophet's Deſign, is, I apprehend, 
given by Theron, It is ſomewhat like a noble Sentiment in the 
ig ht-Thougbts ; which, with a ſmall Alteration, may ſerve as a 
Paraphraſe on the Text: ; 


Ard Nature's Shield the Hollow of b's Hand. 
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the Rock : That ſpiritual Rock, of which the 1/-aclites 
drank in the Wilderneſs; whoſe ſacred Clefts were 
opened, when the bloody Spear tore up the REDEEM- 
ER's Side, and cut a wide and deadly Paſſage to his 
Heart. Surely, the Inhabitants of this Rock have Rea- 
ſon to Ang. What ſhould diſquiet them? Who can 
deſtroy them? Why ſhould not the Voice of Joy be in 
their Oar, N and that Hymn of holy Triumph in 
their Mouths? We have a ſtrong City: Salvation ſhall 
GOD appoint, Salvation itſelf, for Walls and Bul- 
warks +. Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I was 
12 in this SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſhed on this 
ock. 

Vonder, on the Summit of the moſt conſpicuous 
Clift, is erected a grand and ſtately Pile. At the Top, 
my Glaſs diſcovers a magnificent Lanthorn; at the 
Foot, are the Huts of Fiſhermen, ſurrounded with va- 
rious Sorts of Nets. It is, I ſuppoſe, a Light-houſe, 
Intended to appriſe the bewildered Sailor, of devour- 
ing Gulfs, and deſtructive Shoals ; or elſe to conduct 
Him into a ſafe Road, and ſecure Harbour. 

Both the Situation and Deſign of the Building read 
me a Leſſon : the one of awful Admonition, the other 
of comfortable Inſtruction.— Comfortable Inſtruction. 
How maſſy and ponderous is the Edifice! Yet, there 
is not the leaſt Reaſon to be apprehenſive of a Failure 


in 


1 Cant. ii. 14. Should the Reader have an Inclination to ſee 
this ſacred? but myſterious Book explained, I would refer him to 
Dr. Gill; Expoſition of the Canticles, Which has ſuch a copious 
Vein of ſanctiſied Invention running through it, and is inter- 
ſperſed with fuch a Variety of delicate, and brilliant Images, as 
cannot but highly entertain a curious Mind. Which preſents Us 
alſo with ſuch rich and charming Diſplays of the Glory of 
CHRIST's Per ſon, the Freeneſs of his Grace to Sinners, and the 
Tenderneſs of his Love to the Church, as cannot but adminiſter 
the moſt exquiſite Delight to the believing Soul. —Conſidered in 
both theſe Views, I think, the Work reſembles the Paradiſiacal 
Garden, deſcribed by Milton; in which 


Bloſſoms and Fruits at once of golden Hue 
Appear'd, with gay enamel'd Colours mix d. 


„ Ifai, xlii. 11. + Iſai. xxvi. 1. 
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in the Foundation. Was the Structure ten thouſand 
times larger, the ſolid Rock would ſupport it, with 
the utmoſt Eaſe, and the utmoſt Steadineſs. Such 
is CHRIST, ſuch are his Merits, ſuch his glorious 
Righteouſneſs, to thoſe wiſe and bleſſed Souls, who 
reſt all the Weight of their everlaſting Intereſts on 
Him alone. Such, did I ſay? Much ſurer. For the 
Mountains may depart, and the Hills be removed * ; but 
this divine and eternal Baſis can never fink, can never 
be ſhaken, Arwful Admonition. For, it recals to 
my Memory that alarming, yet welcome Text 4, 
which You ſtyled the Spiritual Light-houſe. Which 
has been as ſerviceable to my toſſed and fluctuating 
Mind, as ſuch an illuminated Watch-tower to the be- 
nighted Mariner. May I often view it ! Ever attend 
to its faithful Direction! And be led by its Influences, 
into the Haven, the deſired Haven of Peace and Sal- 
vation ! 

How changeable is the Face of this liquid Element ! 
Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 
Boundary, to the Horizon's utmoſt Verge, but the 
wildeſt 'Tumult and moſt horrible Confuſion. Now, 
the ſtormy Flood has ſmoothed its rugged Brow, and 
the watery Uproar is lulled into a profound Tran- 
quillity. Where rolling. Mountains ruſhed and raged, 
threatening to daſh the Clouds, and deluge the Earth; 
there the gentleſt Undulations play, and only juſt 
wrinkle the Surface of the mighty Baſon. Where 
the dreadful Abyſs opened its wide and unfathoma- 
ble Jaws, to ſwallow up the trembling Sailor, and 
his ſhattered: Veſſel ; there a calm and clear Expanſe 
diffuſes its ample Boſom, alluring the Fiſh to baſk in 
— Sun, and inviting the Sea-fowl to watch for theit 

rey. 

In this fair floating Mirror, I ſee the Picture of e- 
very Cloud, that paſſes through the Regions of the 
Sky. But in its uncertain and treacherous Tempera- 
ture, I ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever-varia- 
ble Condition of human Affairs. I durſt not be 


Surety 


© Ilai. liv. 10. + See Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. and Vol, II. 
Letter V. p. 143. 
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Surety to the Mariner, for peaceful Seas and ſoothing 
Gales. I could not aſcertain the Continuance of this 
Halcyon Weather, ſo much as a ſingle Day, or even 
to the next Hour. And let me not fondly promiſe 
myſelf an uninterrupted Tenor of Serenity in my Mind, 
or of Proſperity in my Circumſtances. For this diſ- 
ordered State of Things, the afflicted Patriarch's Com- 
plaint, is the moſt appoſite Motto, and the moſt 
wholeſome Memento; Changes and War are around 
me But there is a World, where diſaſtrous Re- 
volutions will be known no more. Where our Enjoy- 
ments will no longer fuduate like the Ocean, but be 
more ſtedfaſt than the Rocks, and more immoveable 


than the Shores. 


Here, I ſee an immenſe Collection of Waters, in a 
State of deep Repoſe. Could I extend my View to 
ſome remoter 'I'ra&ts, I ſhould behold every Thing 
ſmoother and calmer ſtill. Not a Furrow ſinks, nor 
a Ridge ſwells, the Surface of the Ocean. Tis all 
like a glaſſy Plain. The Waves are aſleep. Echo is 
huſhed. Not a Gale ſtirs. The Sea ſtagnates; the 
Mariner is becalmed; and the Veſſel ſcarcely creeps. 
Whereas, could I ſurvcy the Straits of Magellan, 
or the Gut of Gibraltar, I ſhould find a very ſtriking 
Difference. There the Waters preſs in with Vehe- 
mence, and ruſh forwards with Impetuoſity. All is 
there in ſtrong Agitation and rapid Progreſs. The 
Ship is whirled thro” the narrow Paſſage ; and rides, 
as it were, on the Wheels of the Surge, or on the 
Wings of the Wind. ——'T his, my dear Apaſio, is a 
true Image of what I have been, and of what I am. 
Some Months ago, when I was inſenſible of Guilt, all 
my Prayers were liſtleſs, and all my Religion was a 
ſpiritual Lethargy. I felt not in my Heart, what I 
uttered with my Tongue. Heoſannahs were but an 
empty Ceremony, and Confeſſions froze on my for- 
mal Lips. But, ſince the SPIRIT of GOD has 
awakened me from my Dreams, and convinced me of 
my Sinfulneſs, I can no longer be fatished with in- 
dolent and yawning Devotions. Tryals and Temp- 

tations 


# Job x. 17. 
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tations put ſtrong Cries into my Mouth. My Soul 
mourns before the LORD : my Deſires plead with 
the bleſſed GOD: and I am ready to ſay, as the Pa- 
triarch of old, © I cannot, I muit not, [wil not let 


« Thee go, unleſs thou bleſs met.” 


I ſee no Flocks of Sheep, with ſober Aſſiduity, nib- 
bling the graſſy Plains. No ſportive Lambs, with 
innocent Gaiety, friſking along the ſunny Banks. Here 
are no Stables for the generous Steed, nor Paſtures fot - 
the luſty Heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe watery Regions 
are ſtocked with Colonies of proper and peculiar Inha- 
bitants——Who are clothed and accoutered in exact 
Conformity to the Clime. Not in ſwelling Wool, or 
buoyant Feathers; not in a flowing Robe, or a full- 
trimmed Suit; but with as much Compactneſs, and 
with as little Superfluity, as poſſible. They are clad, 
or rather fheathgd in Scales: which adhere cloſely to 
their Bodies, and are always laid in a Kind of natural 
Oil. Than which Apparel nothing can be more /ight, 
and at the ſame Time nothing more /o/i4. It hinders 
the Fluid from penetrating their Fleſh ; it prevents the 
Cold from coagulating their Blood ; and enable them 
to make their Way through the Waters, with the ut- 


moſt Facility.— They have each a curious Inſtrument , 


by which they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific Gra- 
vity : and fink like Lead, or float like a Cork ; riſe 
to what Height, or deſcend to what Depth they 
pleaſe. 

This is the Abode of Lewiathen, hugeſt of living 
Creatures. Before whom the hroad-limbed Elephant, 
and the tall-necked Camel, are mere Shrimps. A 
ſtretched-out Promontory, when He ſleeps ; a moving 
Iſland, when He fwims ; „ making the Sea to boil 
like a Pot,” when unweildily wallowing, He takes 
his prodigious Paſtime.— Here, the voracious Shark, 
that Tyrant of the fluid Kingdoms, and Aſſaſſin of the 
hnny Nations, roams and commits his Ravages: im- 


brues his horrid Fangs, and marks his rapid Path, with 


Blood.— Here dwelt that great, and greatly ſurpriſing 


+ Gen. XXIII. 26, 1 The Air-bladder. 
Vol. II. M Fiſp? 


a 
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Fiſb, whoſe Fierceneſs and Avidity the Almighty SO- 
VEREIGN employed as his Purſuivant, to arreit a fu- 
gitive Prophet. Whoſe ample Jaws, or capacious En- 
trails, were the Dungeon to confine a rebellious Sub- 
ject, and the Cabin to lodge a penitent Ofiender. 
Whote Bulk and Strength and Speed were a kind of 
Veſſel, tranſporting this Convict to the Bottom of the 


Mountains, and the Bars of the Farth 1. After the 


Criminal was ſufficiently chaſtiſed, and properly hum- 
bled, they ſerved as a Galley with Oars, to convey Him 
ſafe to Land. 

In the ſame Element reſides, (at leaſt takes up Part 
of his Reſidence) that formidable Monſter, who is 
made without Fear, and has net his Like upon Earth. 
He eſteemeth the pointed Iron as Straw, and ponde- 
Tous Braſs as rotten Wood. His Heart is as hard as a 
Piece of the nether Millſtone, and his Scales are a Coat 
of impenetrable Mail. Strength not to be reſiſted, 
much leſs to be ſubdued, lies intrenched in his finewy 
Neck. His Eyes are like the Eyelids of the opening 
Day; and when He rolls thole glaring Orbs, there 
ſeems to be another Morn riſen on Mid-noon. His 
Teeth are terrible, jagged for Rapine, and edged with 
Death. His Throat is as a burning Furnace ; Clouds 
of Smoke roll from his Noſtrils, and Flakes of Fire 
iſſue from his Mouth. None, no not the moſt reſolute, 
dares provoke Him to the Combat, or even itir Him 
up from his Slumbers. He laugheth at the ſhaking 
of the Spear, and Sorrow marcheth in Triumph before 
Him . Whenever He raiſeth Himſelf, the Mighty are 
afraid; wherever He advanceth, Ruin is there. —If 


a 
+ Jonah ii. 6. 

t Jeb xli. 22. RANT Y DD erer, ſays Bechert, 
Præcedit tanguam Metator & Com, s, tumidigue Anteambulo Reg:s, 
Terror and Anguiſh are a kind of advarced Guard to this Mo- 
narch among the Reptiles Or, they go before the Monſter, as 
the Man bearing a Shie d went before the Philiſtine Giant. 
The original Word occurs in no other Part of the ſacred Book. 
I cannot recolle& any Exprefſion, which fo fully repreſents its 
Meaning, as Homer's Xud\ows, or KXenophbon's yaupiaolau 3 both 
which are intended to deſcribe the Ardor and Action of a high- 
mecticd prancing Steed, 
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a mere Creature is capable of ſpreading ſuch Alarm and 
Dread; how greatly is the CREA'L OR himſelf to be 
teared ! Who can turn the moſt harmleſs inhabitant 
of the Ocean, into a ravenous Alligator, or a horiid 
Crocodile! Who can arm every Reptile of the Ground, 
with all the Force and Rage of a Lion ! 

"Tis impoilible to enter on the Muſter-roll, thoſe 
ſcaly Herds, and that minuter Fry, which graze the 
Sea-weed, or ſtray through the coral Groves. "They 
are innumerable, as the Sands that lie under them ; 
countleſs, as the Waves that cover them. —Here are 
uncouth Animals, of mon//rous Shapes J, and amazing 
Qualities T. Some that have been diſcovered by the 

inquiſitive 


I Mdorftrous Shapes — Such as the Sword io; Whoſe upper Jaw 
is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp Sword, With which He 
ſometimes ventures to attack the Ships, though armed with 
Thunder; and is capable of piercing their Sides, though ribh-d 
with Oak. This may be called the Chamfion of the Waters, 
Who, though never exceeding ſixteen Feet in Length, yet con- 
fiding in a Weapon at once fo ttu''y and ſo tremendous, icru- 
ples not to give Battle even to the Whale Himtell. The Sun- 
#/Þ has no Teil; ſeems to be all Head; and was it not for two 
Fins, which act the Part of Oars, would be one entire round 
Maſs of Fleſh. The Polypus, rema: kable for. its numerous 
Feet, and as many Claws; by which it has he Appearance of a 
mere Inſect, and ſeems fitted only to crawl. At the fame Time, 
an Excreicence, ariſing on the Back, enables it to ftcer a ſteady 
Courſe in the Waves. So that it may paſs under the two-told 
Character of a Sr and a Reptile, ——— {race intimates, that 
the Britiſb Ocean is famous for producing Sca-moniters, x 


Te beliugſus qui remstis 


Ol ſtrepit Oceanus Britannis, 


' + Amazing Qualities Among theſe may he reckoned 
the Terpedo, which benumbs on a ſudden, and readers impotent, 
whatever Fiſh it atſaults. And, which is more extraordinary, 
{trikes even the Fiſherman's Arm, when He offers to lay hold on 
it, with a temporary Deadnels. By this Means, it policies the 
double Advantage, of arreſting its Prey, and ſecuring itlelf, 
— The Curtle-fi;p, tarniſhed with a liquid Magazine, of a Colour 
and Conſiltence like Ink, Which, when purtued by aa Enemy, 
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inquiſitive Eye of Man; and many more, that remain 
among the Secrets of the hoary Deep. Here are Sholes 
and Sholes, of various Characters, and of the moſt 
diverſified Sizes; from the cumbrous Whale, whole 
Flouncings tempeſt the Ocean, to the evaneſcent An- 
chovy, whoſe Subſtance diſſolves in the ſinalleſt Fri- 
caſſee Some, lodged in their pearly Shells, and fat- 
tening on their rocky Beds, ſeem attentive to no higher 
Employ, than that of imbibing moiſt Nutriment. 
Theſe, but a ſmall Remove from vegetable Life, are 
almoſt rooted to the Rocks, on which they lie repoſed. 
While others, active as the winged Creation, and 
ſwift as an Arrow from the Iadian Bow, ſhoot along 
the yielding Flood, and range at large the ſpacious 
Regions of the Deep. 

Here is the Tortoiſe, who never moves but under her 
own portable Pent-houſe. The Loher, which, whe- 
ther He ſleeps or wakes, is ſtill in a State of Defence, 
and clad in jointed Armour. The Oyfer, a fort of 
living Jelly, ingarriſoned in a Bulwark of native Stone. 
With many other Kinds of Sea reptiles, or, as the Pial- 
miſt ſpeaks, Things creeping innumerable f. I am ſur- 
priſed at the Variety of their Figure, and charmed 
with the Splendour of their Colours. Unſearchable 
is the Wiſdom, and endleſs the Contrivance, of the 
all-creating GOD! Some are rugged in their Form, 


and 


the Creature emits, and blackens the Water. By this Artifice, 
the Foe is bewildered in the Chace; and while the One vainly 
gropes in the dark, the Others ſeizes the Opportunity, and makes 
his Eſcape.— — The Nautilus, whoſe Shell forms a natural Boat. 
The dextrous Inhabitant unfurls a Membrane to the Wind, which 
ſerves him inſtead of a Sail. He extends alſo a Couple of Arms, 
with which, as with two lender Oars, He rows Himſelf along; 
When He is diſpoſed to dive, He ſtrikes Sail; and, without 
any Apprehenſion of being drowned, ſinks to the Bottom, When 
the Weather is calm, and He has an Inclination to take his 
Pleaſure, He mounts to the Surface ; and, ſelf-taught in the 
Art of Navigation, performs his Voyage without either Chart 
or Compaſs; is Himſelf the Vel, the Rigging, and the Pilot. 
—Por a more copious Illuſtration of this amuſing and wonderful 
Subjec, ſee Nat. Diſpl. Vol. III. 
F Pal. civ. 24. 
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and little better than hideous in their Aſpect. Their 
Shells ſeem to be the rude Production of a diſorderly 
Jumble, rather than the regular Effects of Skill and 
Deſign. Yet We ſhall find, even in theſe ſeeming Ir- 
regularities, the nice Diſpoſitions. Theſe Abodes, 
uncouth as they may appear, are adapted to the Ge- 
nius of their reſpeCtive '[enants, and exactly ſuited to 
their particular Exigencies. Neither the Ionic Deli- 
cacy, nor the Corinthian Richneſs, nor any other Or- 
der of Architecture, would have ſerved their Purpoles 
half fo well, as this coarſe and homely Fabric. 

Some, on the other Hand, are extremely neat, Their 
Structure is all Symmetry and Elegance. No Enamel 
in the World is comparable to their Poliſh. There's 
not a Room of State, in all the Palaces of Europe, fo 
brilliantly adorned, as the Dining-room and the Bed- 
chamber of the little Fiſh, that dwells in Mother of 
Pearl. Such a lovely Mixture of Red, and Blue, and 
Green, ſo delightſully ſtaining the moſt clear and 
gliſtering Ground, is no where elle to be ſeen. The 
royal Power may covet it, and human Art may mimic 
it; but neither the one, nor the other, nor both 
united, will ever be able to equal it. 

But what I admire more, than all their Streaks, their 
Spots, and their Embroidery, is, The extraordinary 
Proviſion made for their Safety. Nothing is more 
reliſhing and palatable than their Fleſh. Nothing more 
heavy and ſluggiſh than their Motions. As they have 
no Speed to eicape, neither have they any Dexterit 
to elude the Foc. Were they naked or Wage 
they mult be an eaſy Prey to every Free- booter, that 
roams the Ocean. To prevent this fatal Conſequence 
what is only Clothing to other Animals, is to them a 
Clothing, a Houſe, and a Caſtile. They have a Forti- 
fication, that grows with their Growth, and 1s a Part 
of themſelves. By this means, they live ſecure amidſt 
Millions and Millions of ravenous Jaws: by this 
means, they are imparked, as it were, in their own 
Shell; and, ſcreened from every other Aſſault, are re- 
ſerved for the Uſe and Pleaſure of Mankind. 
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This is the Birth-place of Cod, the ſtanding Repaſt 


of Lent. 'ihis is the Nurſery of Turbot, for its ex- 
quihite Relifh juſtly ftyled, "The Fheaſant of the Wa- 
tos. Hence comes the Sturgeon, delicious even in 
Pickle, and a Regale for royal Luxury : Hence the 
Fi:urders, dappled with reddiſh Spots, and a Supply 
for vulgar Wants. — Here dwell the Mactarel, decked, 
when haled from their native Element, richly decked 
with the moſt plofiy Dies; the Herring, whoſe Back 
is mottled with Azure, and his Belly fleek with Silver: 
the Salmon, in plainer Habit, but of larger Subſtance, 
and higher Eſteem, than either or both the preceding. 
1 hete, when ſhotten and lean, wander wildly up 
and down the vaſt Abyſs. When plump and detcate, 
they tarong our Creeks, and {warm in our Bays : 
they repair to the Shallov's, or haunt the running 
Streams. Who bids theſe Creatures evacuate the 
Shores, and diſperſe themſelves into all Quarters, when 
they become worthleſs and unfit for our Service? 
Who rallies and recals the undiiciplined Vagrants, as 
{con as they are improved into deſirable Food? Who 
appoints the very Scene of our Ambuſhes, to be the 
Flace of their Rendezvous? So that they come like 
Volunteers to our Nets ?—Surely, the Furlow is fign- 
ed, the Summons iſſucd, and the Point of Re-union 
ſettled, by a Providence ever indulgent to Mankind; 
ever ſtudious to treat Us with Dainties, and /oad Us 
with Bencfits &. 

We have wondered at + our SA4VIOUR's Penetra- 
tion and Power — his Penetration, which, though the 
Sea was at a Diſtance, and Walls intervened, dilcerned 
the Fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a Fiece of Money— 
his Pewwer, which, without any Delay, brought the 
lawleſs Rambler, charged with the filver Spoil, to 
Peter's Hook. But is it not more wonderful, to ob- 
ſerve ſuch innumerable Multitudes of finny Viſitants, 
annuaily approaching our Shores, and crouding our 
Banks? Which furniſh our Tables with a wholiome 
and delicate Repaſt ; at the ſame 'I'ime, that they yield 

0 


* Plal. Ixviii. 19. + See Letter viii. p. 198. 
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to our Nation a Revenue +, more certain, and no leſs 
conſiderable, than the Mines ot Peru. 

Theſe approach, while thoſe of enormous Size and 
tremendous Appearance, abandon the Shores. The lat- 
ter might endanger the Fiſherman's Safety, and would 
certainly ſcare away the valuable Fiſh from our Coaſts. 
They are therefore reſtrained by an inviſible Hand, 
and abſcond in the Abyſſes of the Ocean. Jnft as the 
wild Beaſts of the Earth, impelled by the ſame over- 
ruling Power, hide themſelves in the Recefſes of the 
Forett. A Ship, infected with a peſtilential Diſtemper, 
is obliged to keep off at Sea, and perform Quarantiue. 
In like manner, theſe Monſters of the Deep, are laid 
under a providential Interdict. As their Preſence 
would always be pernicious, they are never ſuffered to 
come near ; their Quarantine 1s perpetual. 

Ask now the Beaſis, and they ſhall teach Thee ; and the 
Fowl: of the Air, and they ſhall tell Thee: or ſpeak to the 
Earth, and it ſhall teach Thee f ; and the Fiſhes of the 
Sea ſhall declare unto Thee I hat the LORD is gracious 
— hat his tender Mercies ate over a// his Works 
That to Us He is ſuperabundantly and profuſely good. 
Having ordered all Things in the Surges of the Oce- 
an, as well as on the Surface of the Ground, for our 
rich Accommodation, and for our greateſt Advantage. 

One Circumſtance relating to the Natives of the 
Deep, is very peculiar, and no leſs aſtoniſhing. As 
they neither ſow, nor reap ; have neither the Produce 
of the Hedges, nor the Gleanings of the Field; they 
are obliged to plunder and dewour one another, for ne- 
ceſſary Subſiſtence. They are a kind of authorized 


+ We are told by the afore- mentioned Author, That the Banks 
of Ne<wwfounaland alone, bring in to the Proprietors of that 
Fiſhery, a Revenue of ſeveral Millions every Year —And they 
will, in all Probability, be an unimpaired Reſource of Treaſure, 
when the richeſt Mines now wrought in the World, are choked 
up or exhauſted, 

T F#6. xii. 7, 8. The Earth is repreſented, as beating wit- 
neſs to the immenſe Benignity of the bleſſed GOD. Some Minutes, 
or a ſhort 4b/traF, of her Teſtimony on this Occaſion, may be 


feen in Letter VI, 
M 4 Banditti, 
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Banditti, that make Violence and Murder * th eir pro- 
feſſed Trade. By this means, prodigious Devaſta- 
tions enfue; and, without proper, without very ex- 
traordinary Recruits, the whole Race muſt continually 
dwindle, and at length be totally extinct. Were 
they to bring forth, like the moſt prolific of our ter- 
teſtrial Animals, a Dozen only, or a Score at each 
Birth ; the Increaſe would be unſpeakably too ſmall 
for the Conſumption. The weaker Species would be 
deſtroyed by the itronger ; and, in Time, the ſtronger 
muſt periſh, even by their ſucceſsful Endeavours to 
maintain themſelves.— Therefore, to fupply Milli- 
ons of Aſſaſſins with their Prey, and Millions of Ta— 
bles with their Food, yet not to depopulate the watery 
Realms; the Iſſue produced by every Breeder is almoſt 
incredible. They ipawn, not by Scores or Hundreds, 
but by Thouſands and by Millions A fingle Mother 
is pregnant with a Nation. By which amazing, but 
moſt needful Expedient, a periodical Reparation is 
mace, proportionable to the immenſe Havock. 

As the Sea ie peopled with animated Inhabitants, it 
is alſo variegated with vegetable Productions. Some, 
ſoft as Wool; others, hard as Stone. Some riſe, like 
a leafleſs Shrub ; ſome are expanded, in the Form of 
a Net ; ſome grow with their Heads downwards, and 
ſeem rather hanging on, than ſpringing from, the Jut- 
tings of the Rocks. Theſe may with much greater 
Propreety, than the famous Plantations of Semiramis, 
be called penſile Gardens. But, as You and I have 
never viſited the Foreſts of the Ocean, nor taken fo 

| much 


To this, I believe, the Prophet alludes, in that remarkable 
Exprefon ; Thou maleſt Men as the Fiſhes of the Sea, Thou 
ſuſf.reſt Men to commit without R-ſtraint or Controul, all Man- 
ner of Outrages. What ſhould be a civil Community, is a Scene 
of Oppreſiion, The Weakeſt are a Prey. to the Strongeſt, and 
every One leeks the Deſtruction of his Neighbour. Habak. i. 14. 

+ Mr. Petit found 342,144 Eggs in the hard Roe of a Carp, 
fixteen Inches long. Mr. Lewenkoeck counted, in a Cod of an 
ordinary Size, 9,384,000 Eggs.—A Fecundity perfectly amazing! 
But admirably adapted to the preſſing Exigencies of the watry 
World, and to the delightful Accommodation of Mankind. 
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much as a ſingle Turn among thoſe ſubmarine 
Groves; as Moſes, Foſhua, and Fonah, the only Writers 
that ever made the wonderful Tour, intent upon more 


important Themes, have left Us no Memoirs relating 


to this curious Point; I ſhall not venture to advance 
any thing particular on the Subject. Only one Re- 
mark I would offer in general. 
The Herbs and Trees, which flouriſh on the dry 
Land, are maintained by the Juices that permeate the 
Soil, and fluctuate in the Air. For this Purpoſe, the 


are furniſhed with Leaves, to collect the one; and with 


Roots, to attract the other. Whereas, the Sea- plants, 
finding ſufficient Nouriſhment in the circumambient 


Waters, have no Occaſion to detach a Party of Roots 


into the Ground, and forage the Earth for Suſte- 
nance. Inſtead therefore of penetrating, they are but 
juſt zacked to the Bottom; and adhere to ſome ſolid 
Subſtance, only with ſuch a Degree of Tenacity, as 
may ſecure them from being toſſed to and fro, by the 
random Agitation of the Waves. 


We ſee from this, and numberleſs other Inſtances, 


what a Diverſity there is, in the Operations of the 
great CREA'T OR's Hand. Yet every Alteration is 


an Improvement, and each new Pattern has a peculiar 


Fitneſs of its own. — The ſame Oeconomy takes place, 
ſuch a Difference of Adminiſtration I mean, in his 
Government of the rational World. In © chooſing an 
„Heritage for his People,” and aſſigning a Condition 
to cach of his Servants, there is a great Variety with 
reſpect to Individuals; yet a perfect wager ax and 
complete Harmony, with reſpect to the Whole. 

Some He calls out to a Courſe of diſtinguiſhed Labours. 
They make an illuſtrious Figure in Lite, and appear 
as a City ſet on an Hill ! Others He conſigns over 
to Obſcurity. They are like the Prophets, whom good 
Obadiah hid in a Cave, and are ſtyled his ſecret One: +. 
Theſe, the Cedars, that ſtand conſpicuous on the Top 


of Lebanon; the/e, the Violets, that lie concealed at: 


the Foot of a Briar. 


Matt, v. 14. + Pal. Ixxxiii. 3. 


—— P 
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St. Paul was eminently qualified for buſy Scenes, and 
the molt extenſive Services. He is introduced, there- 
fore, into Places of Concourſe. His Miniſtry lies amidſt 
the moſt renowned and populous Cities. Even his In- 
priſonment at Rome, ſeems to have been a providential 
Expedient for fixing Him, as it were, on the Stage of 
public Obſervation, and in the very Center of univer- 
ſal Intelligence. Where his Preaching was like plunging 
a Stone into the midit of a ſmooth Canal; which aftects 
not only the neighbouring Parts of the Surface, but 
ſpreads the floating Circles over all the wide Expanſe. 
Whereas, the beloved John, who feems leſs fit- 
ted to buſtle among a Croud, is ſent into the unſre- 
quented /o/itary Ifland ; there to indulge the Flights 
of heavenly Contemplation ; and receive, with unin- 
terrupted Attention, the myſterious Viſions of GOD. 
Zeb ſhail have Thorns in his Path; have the 
Dunghill for his Seat; and be expoſed, as a Mark, to 
all the Arrows of Tribulation. Solomon ſhall dip his 
Foot in Oil; ſhall be elevated on the Throne of Roy- 
alty; and ſurrounded with the molt laviſh Careſſes of 
Heaven. 

In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming Contra- 
riety, there is a Diſplay, not only of ſovereign Autho- 
Tity, but of confummate Propriety.—The great HEAD 
of the Church, acts like a judicious General; and ap- 
points ſuch a Station to each of his Soldiers, as correſ- 
pon ds with the Ability He gives. He acts like the moſt 
ſteil ul Phyfician ; and preſcribes ſuch a Remedy for all 
his Fatients, as is moſt nicely ſuited to their reſpective 
C:'e. He knows the preciſe Point of Time, the par- 
ticular Place of Abode, the peculiar Circumſtances of 
Condition, that are moſt proper for each and every of 
bis Children; and, like a tender as well as unerring 
Father, what He knows to be beſt, that He conſtantly 
allots. 1 faid, like a General, like a Phyſician, like 
a Father. Put the Compariſon is low ; the Language 
j ing preſſive; CHRIS is all that is implied in theſe 
Relations, and unſpeakably more. — O!] that We ma 
rcjoice in the Superintendency of ſuch a SAVIOUR; 
and not only r/gn Ourſelves to his Will, but thark 
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Him for managing the Reins ; thank Him for directing 
our-Paths. Since, whatever our troward and petulant 
Paſſions may ſuggeſt, The LORD's Ways are ſo far 
from being unequal, that He orders all Things in 
Number, Weight, and Meaſure. 

All is fo very different from the Proſpects, which 
lately preſented themſelves, that I can hardly forbear 
aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a new World? 
Where are the waving Hillocks, covered with 
the CREATOR's Bounty ? Where are the fruitful 
Vallies, made vocal with his Praiſe * No cultured 
Field, no opening Bloſſom, not fo much as a green 
Leaf appears. None of my late Entertainments re— 
main, but only the cooling Zephirs. Which are no 
longer perfumed with the Breath of Flowers, but im- 
pregnated with the Fre/bne/s of the Ocean. _— Yet, tho' 
all thoſe lovely Landſchapes are withdrawn; tho' the 
gurgling Fountain is ſilenced, and the blooming Gar- 
den loſt: I am not far from the Origin, both of the 
Odours, which exhale from the one; and of the Cry- 
ſtal, which flows from the other. I am now upon the 
Margin of that grand Reſerveir, which ſupplies the 
Country with its Fertility, and the Parterre with its 
Beauty. The Sea is the inexhauſtible Ciſtern of the 
Univerſe. The Air and Sun conſtitute the mighty 
Engine, which works without Intermiſſion, to raiſe the 
liquid Treaſure. While the Clouds ſerve as ſo many 


Aquedutts, to convey the genial Stores along the Atmo- 


ſphere; and diſtribute them at ſeaſonable Periods, ard 
in regular Proportions, thro” all the Regions of tte 
Globe. 

I queſtion, whether the united Application of Man- 
kind could, with their utmoſt Skill, and with al. poſ- 
ſible Percolations, fetch a ſingle Drop of perfect y 
ſweet Water *, from this unmealurable Pit of Brine. _ 

| Yet 
have not forgotten, what was lately affirmed in our pub- 
hc Papers, that a certain ingenious Gentleman, I thirk in the 
City of Dur bam, had found out the Art of ſweotening Sea- water. 
What He produced, might probably approve i1t-If to the Taſte, 
and not be without its Uſefulneſs. Yet | cannot hut query, „ 


ther it will be found to have all thoſe fine, balmy, ſalutife 
Cual 
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Yet the ARion of the ſolar Heat draws off, every Hour, 
every Minute, Millions and Millions of Tons, in va- 
porous Exhalations. Which, being ſkilfully parceled 
out, and ſecurely lodged in the Bottles of Heaven +, 
are ſent abroad, ſweetened, and refined, without any 
brackiſh Tincture, or the leaſt bituminous Sediment. 
Sent abroad upon the Wings of the Wind, to 
&i/iil in Dews, or four themſelves in Rain; to ooze 
from the Orifices of Fountains 4; to zrick/e along the 
Veins of Rivulets; to i in the Cavities of Wells; to 
roll, in many a headlong Torrent, from the Sides of 
Mountains; to flow, in copious Streams, amidſt the 
Boſom of burning Deſerts, and through the Heart 
of populous Kingdoms. In order to reireſh and fer- 
tilize, to beautify and enrich, every Soil, in every 
Clime. 

How amiable is the Goodneſs, and how amazing is 
the Power, of the World's adorable MAKER ! 
How amiable his Goodneſs ! in diitributing fo largely “, 
what is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, and ſo extenſively be- 
neficial. That Water, without which we can ſcarce 
perform any Buſineſs, or enjoy any Comfort, ſhould 
be every One's Property. Should ftream by our 
Houſes ; ſhould ſtart up from the Soil ; ſhould drop 

| down 


Qua'ities, which diſtinguiſh and recommend the Rain-water. 
Which has been exhaled by the kindly Warmth of the Sun ; has 
been filtrated by paſſing and repaſſing through the Regions of the 
Air; has been clarified in the higheſt and pureſt Tracts of the At- 
moſphere , has been farther refined and perfected by the ſearching 
Agency of the Winds.—T ſhould very much wonder, if the puny 
Alembic could equal this grand Apparatus of Nature. 

FT So the Clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred Writ, Feb 
xxxviii. 37. 

1 We are obliged to Clemens Remanus, for the molt juſt and 
elegant Repreſentation of Fountains, and their Uſefulneſs, that 


perhaps any where exiſts. Ago Te Dnya TeO- amoAav- 
ow, Y vyincy Irpueeynluct, Wxa t\nnl/iu; Wage x,ov7as 
rr , - Cen wh wnrow wate;. 1 Fpilt, ad Corinth. He 
calls F.unt.ics, the Breafts or Jeats of the Earth. The Compa- 
riſon, I believe, is his own : and nothing can exceed it, as to Pro- 
priety and Beauty. | | 
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down from the Clouds; ſhould take a Journey, from 
the Ends of the Earth, and the Extremities of the 
Ocean, on purpoſe to ſerve Us. How amazing his 
Power ! That this boundleſs Maſs of fluid Salt, ſo in- 
tolerably nauſeous to the human Taſte, ſhould be the 
original Spring, which deals out every palatable Draught 
to Mankind, and quenches the Thirſt of every Ani- 
mal! Doubtleſs, the Power by which this is effected, 
can extract Comfort from our Afflictions, Advantage 
from our Calamities, and make all T hings work together 
for our Good |. 

Vaſt and various are the Advantages, which We 
receive from the liquid Element: va, as its unbound- 
ed Extent ; various, as its ever-mutable Surface. 
The ſweet Waters glide along the Earth, in ſpacious 
Currents; which not only exhilerate the adjacent 
Country, by their humid Train, and exhaling Moi- 
ſture ; but, by giving a briſk Impulſe to the Air, pre- 
vent the unwholſome Stagnation of their own Va- 
pours. —— They paſs by opulent Cities, and receiv- 
ing all their Filth, rid them of a thouſand Nuiſances. 
Which, when once committed to theſe fluid Scawen- 
gers, are as effectually ſecreted, as if they were buri- 
ed ever ſo deep in the Earth. Yet, though they 
condeſcend to ſo mean an Employ, they are fitted for 
more honourable Services. They enter the Gardens 


_ of a Prince, and compoſe ſome of the moſt delight- 


ful Ornaments of the Place. They glitter upon the 
Eye, as they float in the ample Canal. They amuſe 
the Imagination, as they aſcend in curious Fet d 
eaus, They yield a nobler Entertainment, as form- 
ing themſelves into Sheets of ſloping Silver, they fall 
in graceful or in grand Cafcades. If, inſtead of 
Beautifiers, You think proper to make uſe of them 
as Drudges, they ply at our Mills; they toil inceſſant- 
ly at the Wheel; and, by working the hugeſt En- 


gines, take upon themſelves an unknown Share of 


our Fatigue, and fave us a proportionable Degree of 


Expence. 
8 


t Rom, Vill, 28, 
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So forcibly they act, when collected; and moſt ſur- 
priſingly they infinuate, when detached. The throw 
themſelves into the Body of a Plant ; they penetrate 
the minuteſt of its organized Tubes ; and find a Paſ- 
ſage through Mxzanders, 7 ſmall for the Eye to diſ- 
cern, tes numerous and intricate even for Imagination 
to follow How difficultly does a Labourer that 
ſerves the Maſon, puſh his Way up the Rounds of a 
Ladder, bending under the Burden of Mortar on his 
Head! While theſe Servants in the Employ of Na- 


ture, carry their Load to a much greater Height, and 


climb with the utmoſt Eaſe, even without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Steps or of Stairs. They convey the nutri- 
mental Stores of Vegetation, from the /oweff Fibres 
that are plunged into the Soil, to the very topmoſt Twwigs 
that wave amidſt the Clouds. They are the Caterers 
for the vegetable World : or (if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion) the Sutlers that attend the whole Hof? of 
Plants; to furniſh them with ſeaſonable Refreſhment, 
and neceſſary Proviſion. By means of which, The 
Trees of the LORD are full of Sap, even the Cedars of 
Lebanon which HE hath planted *. And, notwithſtand- 
ing their vaſt Elevation, and prodigious Diffuſion ; tho 
they are abandoned by Man, and deprived of all Cul- 
tivation ; yet, not a ſingle Branch is deſtitute of Leaves, 
nor a ſingle Leaf of Moiſture. 

Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable Circu- 
lation of the Rivers; the Sea has a Libration, no leſs 
advantageous, and much more remarkable. Every 
Day, this immenſe Collection of Waters, for the Space 
of five or ſix Hours, flows towards the Land, and, af- 
ter a ſhort Pauſe, retires again to its inmoſt Caverns 3 
taking up nearly the ſame Jime in its Retreat, as it 
required for its Acceſs. How great 1s the Power, 
that ſets the whole fluid World in Motion! That pro- 
trudes to the Shores ſuch an inconceivable Weight of 
Waters, without any Concurrence from the Winds, 
frequently in direct Oppoſition to all their Force! 
How gracious allo is the Providence, which bids the 
mighty Element perform its tumbling ene 

wit 


® Pal, civ. 16, 
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with the moſt exact PunQuality! Was it ſuffered to 
advance, with a lawleſs and unlimited Swell ; it might 
ſweep over Kingdoms, and deluge whole Continents, 
Was it irregular and uncertain in its Approaches, Na- 
vigation would be at a Stand, and Trade become pre- 
carious. But, being conſtant at its fated Periods, 
and never exceeding its appointed Bounds, it creates no 
Alarm to the Country, and affords very conſiderable 
Aids to Traffic. 

The Tide, at its Flow, ruſhing up our large Rivers, 
clears and deepens the Paſſage ; in many Places ſpreads 
a copious Flood, where a dry and empty Waſte lay 
before. Is the Sailor returned from his Voyage, 
and waiting at the Mouth of the Channel? The Flux 
is ready to convey his Veſſel to the very Doors of the 
Owner; and without any Hazard of ſtriking on the 
Rocks, or of being faſtened in the Sands. Has the 
Merchant freighted his Ship? Would he have it 
transferred to the Ocean ? The Reflux tenders its Ser- 
vice ; and bears away the Load, with the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition, and with equal Safety. Behold, O Man! 
How greatly thou art beloved, how highly fawoured by 
thy MAKER! In what Part of His Works has He 
forgotten or over-looked thy Welfare? Shew me a 
Creature, point out a Spot; in the Formation or Diſ- 
poſition of which, He has not been mindful of thy 
Intereſts? He has made Thee to hade Dominion over the 
Weirks of his Hands, and has put all Things in Suljection 
under thy Feet. All Sheep and Oxen; the Fowls of the 
Air, and the Fiſhes; yea, and the Surges of the Sea, 
are ſubſervient to thy Benefit. Even theſe, wild and 
impetuous as they are, yield their willing Backs, to 
receive thy Load; and, like an indefatigable Beaſt of 
Burden, carry it to the Place, which 'Thou ſhalt no- 
minate. 

What preſerves this vaſt Flood in a State of perpe- 
tual Purity? It is the univerſal Sewers, into which are 
diſcharged the Refuſe and Filth of the whole World. 
hat which would defile the Land, and pollute the 
Air, is tranſmitted to the Ocean, and no Harm enſues. 


Thoſe Swarms of Locufis—which, while living, were 


a Plague 
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a Plague to Pharaoh, by their lothed Intruſion ; when 
dead, might have cauſed a more dreadful Plague, by 
their noiſome Stench ſwept into the Sea, were nei- 
ther peſtilential nor offenſive. How then is this Re- 
ceptacle of every Nuiſance kept clean? Why does it 


not contract a noxious Paint, and diffuſe a deſtructive 


Contagion ? Such as would render it a Grave to the 
Aquatic, and Bane to the terreſtrial Animals ? "Tis 
owing, partly to its inceſſant Motion, partly to its ſa- 
line Quality. By the One, it is ſecured from any in- 
ternal Principle of Corruption ; by the Other, it works 
itſelf clear from every adwventitious Defilement. 

A Directory this, and a Pattern for me. Thus 


may divine Grace, like the penetrating Power of Salt, 


cure the Depravity of my Heart, and rectify the Diſ- 
orders of my Temper ! Seaſon my Words, and make 
all my Converſation ſavoury ! 'Thus may a conti- 
nual Courſe of Activity, in my ſecular and my ſacred 
Vocation, prevent the pernicious Effects of Indo- 
lence! Let me daily exerciſe, or be attempting to 
exerciſe, the Graces of Chriſtianity. Leſt Faith be- 
come feeble ; leſt Hope contract Dimneſs; and Chari- 
ty wax cold. 

Now the Tide begins to flow. Wave rifes upon 
Wave, and Billow rolls over Billow. Nothing can di- 
vert, nothing retard its Progreſs; no, not for a Mo- 


ment. Though Carutus be in the Way “; though his 


royal 


* Alluding to a memorab'e and inſtrutive Story, recorded 
of King Carutus, Who, probably, without having read, had 
nevertheleſs thoroughly learned, that excellent Leſſon of Horace , 


Regum timendorum in proprios Greges, 


Reges in ipſes Imperium eft Jovis. 


Some of his abject and deſigning Flatterers, had the impirns Aſ- 


ſurance to tell Him, „ His Power was more than human -T o 


convince them of their Folly, and rebuke them for their Falſhood, 
He ordered his royal Chair to be placed on the Extremity of the 
Shore, jutt as the Tide began to flow, Here He took his Seat, 
in the Preſence of the Farajites, and many other Attendants, 
Then with all that Dignity of Air, and Severity of Accent, 


which {ſovereign Authority knows how to aſſume, He ſaid, — 
| Thou 


r 
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royal Authority, and ſtrict Prohibition; nay, though 
alt the Forces of his Kingdom oppoſe ; it will never 
diſcontinue the advancing Swell, till it has reached the 
deſtined Point. So, may I alavays abound in Com- 
munion with GOD, or in Beneficence to Men ; re- 
ſigning one religious or charitable Employ, only to 
enter upon another; and be zhus preſſing forward, il, 
prefling forward, to the Prize of my high Calling in 


CHRIST JESUS. Differing from thote regular Vi- 


ciſſitudes of the Ocean, only in one Particular; that 
my Endeayours never ebb, my Soul never draws back. 
vince this would be, if temporary, to my grievous Loſs; 
if fnal, to my aggravated Perdition. 

Conſider the Sea in another Capacity; and it connects 
the remoteſt Realms of the Univerſe, by facilitating an 
Intercourſe between their reſpective Inhabitants. 
What ſhort-ſighted Beings are Mankind! How extreme- 
ly ſuperficial their Views ! How unavoidable therefore 
their frequent Miſtakes! The Antients looked upon 
this bottomleſs Deep, as an unpaſſable* Gulph. If our 
Fore-fathers were to egregiouſly miſtaken in this In- 
ſtance ; let not Us too peremptorily pronounce upon 
any difficult or myſterious Point. Left tucceeding Ge- 
nerations, or a more inlightened State, ſhould cover Us 
with the double Confuſion, of ch:/4; Ignorance, and 

fooliſh Conceit. 

We have clearly demonſtrated, and happily experi- 
enced, the very Reverſe of that grey-headed Surmiſe 

to 


„ Thou Sea, the Land on which I fit is mine; nor has any One 
dared to invade my Rights, or diſobey my Commands, with- 
„ out ſuffering the deſerved Puniſhment. I charge Thee, there - 
% fore, on Pain of my higheſt Diſpleaſure, not to enter theſe 
„Territories, nor touch the Feet o England's Monarch.” 
When the rude Waves made bod to enter on the forbidden 
Ground; nay, when thoſe uncourtly Things preſumed to ruſh 
upon the royal Seat, and even to daſh his Majeſty's Perſon ; He 
ſtarted from his Throne, and bid every Beholder oblerve the Impo- 
tence of earthly Kings. Bid them remember, That HE alone is 
worthy of the Name, whom Winds and Waves and univerſal Na- 


ture obey. 
* 


Deus abſcidit: 
Prudens Oceano diffeciabili 
Ter ras. Hor. 


| 
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to be true. 'The Ocean, inſtead of being a Bar of 
Separation, js the great Bond of Union. For this 
Purpoſe, it is never exhaufted, though it ſupplies the 
whole Firmament with Clouds, and the whole Earth 
with Rains. Nor ever overflows, though all the Ri- 
vers in the Univerſe are perpetually augmenting its 
Stores, and pouring in their tributary Floods. By 
means of this Element, We travel farther, than Birds 
of the ſtrongeſt Pinion fly; and diſcover Tracts, which 
the © Vultur's Eye has never ſeen.” We make a Vi- 
fit to Nations, that lie drowned in their midnight Slum- 
bers, when every induſtrious Perſon on this Fart of the 
Globe, is beſtirring himſelf in all the Hurry of Bu- 
ſineſs. We croſs the flaming Line, We penctrate 
the frozen Pole, and wing our Way even round the 
World. 

This is the great Vehicle of Commerce. Not to 
mention the floating Caſtles, which contain whole Ar- 
mies; which bear the Thunder, the fiery Tempeſts, 
and all the dreadful Artillery of War ; what a Multi- 
tude of Ships, of the largeſt Dimenſions, and moſt pro- 
digious Burden, are continually paſſing and repaſling 
this univerſal Thoroughfare! Ships, that are freight- 
ed, not with Sacks, but with Harveſts of Corn; that 
carry not Pipes, but Vintages of Wine; that are laden, 
not with Bars of Iron, Blocks of Marble, or Wedges 
of Gold, but with whole Quarries of maſly Stone, and 
whole Mines of ponderous Metal. All which, lodged 
in theſe volatile Storehouſes, and actuated by the Breath 
of Heaven, are waſted to the very Ends of the Earth: 
wafted, enormous and unwieldy as they are, more ex- 
peditiouſly than the light Berlin bows along the Road; 
almoſt as ſpeedily, as the nimble-footed Roe bounds o- 
ver the Hills “. | 


Aſtoniſhing 


* A Ship, under a brisk and ſteady Gale, will fail at the Rate 
of 216 Viles in 24 Hours: perſevering, it the Wind continues fa- 
vourab e, in the ſame rapid Career, for ſeveral Days together. A 
Cour'e, which conſidering both its Shift and Duration, can— 
not be equeled by the ableſt Horſe, perhaps not by the nimblett 
Creature that treads the Ground. 
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Aſtoniſhing Ordination of eternal Wiſdom ! Yet 
moſt graciouſly contrived for the Benefit of Mankind ! 
can hardly fatisfy my View, in beholding this rolling 
Chaos; I can never ceaſe my Admiration, in con- 
templating its amazing Properties. That an Ele- 
ment, ſo anſtablée and fugitive, ſhould bear up ſuch an 
immenſe Weight, as would bend the firmeſt Floors, 
or burſt the ſtrongeſt Beams! That the un and 
yielding Air ſhould drive on, with ſo much Facility and 
Speed, Bodies of ſuch exceſſive Bulk, as the Strength 
of a Legion would not be able to move. That the 
Air and the Water, acting in Conjunction, ſhould car— 
ry to the Diſtance of many thouiand Miles, what the 
united Force of Men and Machines could ſcarcely drag 
a ſingle Yard. —Puny and deſpicable are our Attempts ; 
but great and marvelous are ty Works, O LORD 
GOD Almighty ! JF thou wilt work, ſays the Prophet, 
*vho or what Hall let it F ? Neither the Meanneſs of 
the Inſtrument, nor the Greatneſs of the Event. A 
Sling and a Stone ſhall lay the gigantic Bravo in the 
Duſt 1. An Ox Goad ſhall do more Execution than a 
Battery of Cannon *. Even 4 Worm ſhall thre the 
Mountains, and beat them ſmall, and make the Hills as 
Chaff\, GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT is his Name, 
and out of Weakneſs He maketh his Strength perfect. 

——O! that We, my dear 4/pafto that I eſpecial- 
ly may be ſtrong in the LORD, and in the Power 
of his Might! Then, as the light Air is made to act 
with a more forcible Impulſe, than the moſt vigorous 
Engines ; as the fluid Water is made to ſuſtain more 
ponderous Loads, than the moſt ſubſtantial Works of 
Maſonry; fo We, who in Ouilelves are nothing but 
Impotence, ſhall be enabled to triumph over the Legi- 
ons of Hell, and tread down all the J emptations of the 
World. 

How are the Mariners conducted through this fluid 
Common, than which nothing is more wide, and no- 
thing more wild? Here is no Track to be followed; 
no Poits of Direction to be conſulted ; nor any Shep- 

herd's 

F Ifai. xliii. 13. 1 2 Sam. xvii. 15. ®* Judg. ili. 31. 
Hai. Ixi. 15. 
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herd's Hut, where a Traveler may aſk the Way. 
Are they guided by a Pillar of Fire in the Night, or 
a moveable Cloud in the Day? As the Sons of Jacob 
and Jaſeph were eſcorted through the Eaſtern Deſerts. 
No; but by a mean, contemptible, and otherwiſe 
worthleſs Foſſil. 'The Apoſtle James mentions it, 
as a very obſervable Fact, that the is, which are ſo 
great, and driven of fierce Winds, yet are turncd about 
with a very ſmall Helm, whitherſoever the Governor liſi- 
eth T. Is it not equally wonderful, that they ſhould 
be led thro” ſuch a pathleſs and unmeaiurable Waſte, 
by ſo imall an Expedient, as the Intervention of the 
Loaaſiene ; — Lill ais ſurpriſing Mineral was diſco— 
vered, and its Properties were improved, Navigation 


lay in its Cradle; was, at beſt, a mere Infant, that 


crept timorouſly along the Coaſts; was obliged to keep 
within fight of the Shores; and, if driven out beyond 


the narrow Sphere of her Land- marks, could neither 


aſcertain her Situation, nor purſue her Voyage. But 
this Guide —when every Beacon on the Jop of the 
Hills, is vaniſhed from the acuteſt Ken; when no- 
thing but Skies are ſeen above, and Seas alone appear 
below—this Guide points out the proper Paſiage. '[ his 
communicates an Intelligence, that ſhines clear in the 
thickeſt Darkneſs, and remains ſteady in the moſt tem- 


| -u e257 Agitations. This has given, not indeed 


irth, but Maturity to Navigation; and turned her 
ſwadling Bands into Wings. This has emboldened her 


to launch into the Heart of the Ocean, and enabled 


her to range from Pole to Pole. 


Thus does GOD, both in the Operations of Na- 


ture, and the Adminiſtration of Providence, accom- 


Pliſh the moit important Ends by the moſt inconſider- 
able 


I Jam. iii, 4. 
* I am aware, that other Expedients are uſed, for ſhaping 


2 proper Courſe on the Ocean; ſuch as making Obſervations: 
from the Sun by mathematical Inſtruments. But theſe, I be- 


lieve, are only ſubordinate Aids to the Needle. The grand Re- 
gulator is the Magnet. I have heard an experienced Sailor de- 


clare; He would rather be without kis Quadrant, than without 


his Compaſs. 
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cut off, the Blow ſhall be given, not by ſome puiſſant 
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When the formidable S:/era is to be 


Champion, but by the Hand of a Woman “. When 
Jericho is to be demoliſhed, thoſe impregnable Fortifi- 
cations ſhall fall, not beneath the Stroke of battering 
Engines, but before the Sound of Rams Horns f.—— 
When a hundred thouſand Midianites are to be rout- 
ed, the LORD of Hoſts will gain this ſignal Victory, 
not by numerous Legions completely armed, but by a 
Handful of MVaelites, accoutred only with 'I'rumpets, 
Lamps, and Pitchers J — Who would have thought, 
that from the Root of Jeſe, a Root out of a dry 
Ground, ſhould ariſe that great Tree, which fretches 
her Boughs unto the Sea, and her Height unto the Hea- 
vent, and her Branches unto the Ends of the Earth? That 
the deſpiſed Galilean and the Carpenter's Son, ſhould 
be the SAVIOUR of the World, and the HEIR of 
all Things? Nay ; that a Perſon, humbled like the 
meaneſt of Slaves, and executed like the vileſt of Ma- 
lefactors; nailed to a Croſs, and laid proſtrate among 
the Dead; that He ſhould reſtore Lite and Immorta- 
lity to ruined Sinners; ſhould open the Gates of Grace 
and Glory on loſt Mankind? That a few illiterate 
Mortals, taken from the Barge, the Oar, and the Net, 
ſhould confute Philoſophers, and convert Kings ; 
ſhould overthrow the Strong-holds of Idolatry, and 
plant Chriſtianity on its Ruins! This is a Circum- 
ſtance, which tho' a Stumbling-block to ſome People, 
has conſiderably ſtrengthened my Faith. It is per- 
fectly agreeable to the ALMIGHTY's Manner. It 
is (if I may fo ſpeak) the diſtinguiſhing Turn of his 
Hand, and the peculiar S/y/e of his Works. Whence 
does He raiſe the charmingly beauteous Flower ? 
Whence the magnificent Myriads of the Foreſt-oaks? 
Whence the boundleſs and ineſtimable Stores of the 
Harveſt? from Principles which bear not the leaſt 
Proportion to their Effects. Beſides; this moſt 
emphatically ſpeaks THE GOD. It frews the Light- 


ing 
E Judg. iv. 9. + Joch. vi. g. 1 Judg. vii. 19. 
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ing down of his glorious Arms* ; and abſolutely pre- 
cludes all the Pretenſions of human Arrogance, or fi- 
nite Power. It appropriates the Honour to that ſu- 
preme AGENT), before whom the Ea and the A4r- 
ducus are both alike. All Men that ſee it muſt confeſs, 
THIS HATH GOD poxs. 

Through this Channel, are imported to our Iſland 
the choice Productions, and the peculiar 'I reaſures, of 
every Nation under Heaven. So that We can break- 
faſt upon a Diſſolution of the American Kernel +; and 
ſee the rich nutrimental Liquor froth in our Cups, 
without ever tempting the toaming Brine. We can 
ſteep the delicately-flavoured Chine/e Leaf, in the Wa- 
ters of our own Well; or ſpend the Afternoon in our 
own Parlour, and be regaled with an Infuſion of the 
finely-ſcented Arabian Berry. We can ſeaſon the friend- 
ly Bowl with the Juices of the Orange, or refreſh our 
clammy Palate with the Pulp of the Tamarind; without 
feeling that fervent Heat, which imparts ſuch a poig- 
nant Reliſh to the former; without ſuffering thoſe 
ſcorching Beams, which give a Fever-cooling Virtue 
to the latter. We can piie upon our Salvers a Pyramid 
of Italian Figs; fill the Interſtices with the Sky-dried 
Raiſins of Malaga; and form a Summit for the inviting 
Structure, with the Paſtacia Nut of Aleppo By this 
means, the Eaſtern Spices exhale their Odours on our 
Tables, and the Weitern Canes transfuſe their Sweet- 
neſs into our Viands. We clothe our Bodies with the 
vegetable Fleeces I of the South, and line our Apparel 
with warm furry Spoils from the North. Wecan wear 
the Pearl, poliſhed in the Abyſſes of the Perſian Gulph; 
and walk on the Carpets, manufactured in the Domi- 
nions of the Great Mogul; yet neither expoſe Ourſelves 
to the Rage of boiſterous Seas, nor the more dreaded 


Trea- 


® Tſai. xxx. 30. 

+ Called the Cocoa, which affords the principal Ingredient of 
Chocolate, and grows on a ſmall Tree in America, 

Cotten, which is a Sort of Wool, encompaſling the Seed of a 
Tree.—]Its Fruit is of an oval Form, about the Size of a Nut. As 
it ripens, it grows black on the Outſide; and, by the Heat of the 
Sun, opens ip ſeveral Places, diſcovering the Cotton through the 
Clifts, which is of an admirable Whiteneſs. Sce Chamb. Diet. 


r 


. - avi 
PER" - " A F a, ae at wy 
P ad. code: trng lt... a6; 1 


Let. Trrnron to AsPasD, 263 
Treachery of barbarous People. In ſhort; by this 


wonderful and invaluable Expedient of Navigation, 
every Lide conveys into our Ports the Wealth of the 
remoteſt Climes, and brings the Abundance of the 
Univerſe to be unladen on our Quays. London becomes 
a Mart of Nations; and almoſt every private Houſe in 
the Kingdom, is embelliſned and accommodated from 
the four Quarters of the Globe. 

Almoſt every private Houſe—ls not this more like rhe- 
torical Flouriſh than real Truth ? Are not all the Ad- 
vantages I have mentioned, the peculiar Portion of the 
Rich? Is not the Sea, like the grand and gay World, 
ſomewhat capricious and partial? Beſtowing laviſhly her 
Favours on the Wealthy, at the ſame Lime that She 
neglects the Needy ? Quite the Reverſe. Like her 
ſublime CREATOR, She is no Reſpecter of Perſons, 
but deals out her Liberalities to all; to the Wealthy, 
ſuch as are ſuitable to their Circumſtances ; to the In- 


digent, ſuch as are beſt adapted to their Condition. 


If She ornaments the Abodes of the firſt, She employs 
the Hands of the laſt; furniſhes e with uſeful La- 
bour, the with elegant Accommodations. What a 
Multitude of induſtrious People acquire a Livelihood, 
by preparing the Commodities intended for Exporta- 
tion! And what a Multitude of dextrous Artificers 
maintain their Families, by manufacturing the Wares 
imported from abroad! 

It is reckoned a valuable Species of Beneficence, to 
provide proper Work for the Poor. This withdraws 
them from many Temptations, and preſerves them from 
much Wickedneſs. It hinders them from being a Bur- 
den to themſelves, and a Nuiſance to the Public. They 
might otherwiſe be idle, and as Vermine on the Body 
politic: or even mutinous, and as Vipers in the Bowels 
of the Nation, Whereas, by exerting themſelves in a 
due Subordination, and with becoming Diligence, they 
are the very Sinews of the Community ; or like the 

rand Wheel in the Machine of State, whoſe inceſ- 
nt Activity diſtributes Plenty, and pours innumerable 
Conveniencies through the whole. What a Maſter 
then, or rather what a Miſtreſs, is the Sea! How ex- 


tneſive 
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tenſive her Correſpondence, and how large her De- 


mand for Workmen! Into what Branch of Trade does 
ſhe not enter? What kind of ingenious Science, or uſe- 
ful Toil, does ſhe not befriend? How many Millions 
of honeſt but needy Perſons are engaged in her Ser- 
vice? And how amply are they repaid for their Pains! 
They that go down to the Sea in Ships, and occupy their 
Buſineſs in great Waters, theſe Men ſee the Works of the 


LORD, and his Wonders in the Deep. They alſo that 


dwell among their own People, and abide in the Vil- 
lages, even they enjoy the Bounty, and ſhare the Ad- 
vantages of the Ocean. For though it is falſe Philo- 
ſophy, to ſuppoſe the Waters themſelves (trained thro' 
ſubterranean Paſſages, into the inland Counties; yet, 
it is an undeniable Truth, that their beneficial Efe#s 
are transfuſed into every Town, every Hamlet, and 
every Cottage. 

Surely, the Inhabitants of our Iſle, have Reaſon to 
turn the Prediction of Maſes, concerning the Tribe 
of Jeſeph, into a devout and grateful] Acknowledg- 


ment.—Plefjed of the LORD is * our Land. Bleſjed 


with the precious Things of Heaven, with the Dew, and 
ewith the Deep that coucheth beneath. With the precious 
Things breught forth by the Sun, and with the precious 
Things thrujl forth by the Moon. With the chief Things 
of the antient Mountains, and with the precious Things of 
the everlaſting Hills : and with the precious Things of the 
Earth, and the Fulneſs thereof f. — May we allo enjoy 

i the 


* [: ({oI would tranſlate the Original) not be; in the predictive, 
not precatory Form, This implies a Fuln ſs of Faith, and diſtin- 
guiſhes Prophecy from Prayer; beft ſuits the extroardinary Illu- 
mination of Mzsſes; and does moſt Honour to the omniſcient 
SPIRIT. | 

+ Deut xxxiii. 13, 14. 15, 16. Here ſeems to be a beautiful 
and poetical Summary of the Riches of Nature, Rain, which de- 
ſcends from he upper; Dew, which is formed in the lower, Re- 
gions of the Firmament. The Deep that coucheth beneath ;, Seas, 
Rivers, Fountains, Wells, which lie in the Boſom of Soil; and are 
Sources of Fertility and Plenty.—The precious Things brought forth 
by the Sun, muſt certainly denote the Herbs, Plants, Trees, and all 
Manner of Vegetables, with their reſpective Fruits. The precious 
Things thruſt forth by the Moon, may probably refer to the mine- 


ral 
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the Good-will of HIM, who dwelt inthe Puſh *, and the 


| Grace of HIM, who hung on the Tree! May the 


eternal GOD be our Reiuge, and his everlaſting 
Arms underneath both Us and our Intereſts! Happy 
then wilt 'Thou be, thrice happy, O England! Thy 
temporal Advantages, and thy ſpiritual Privileges con- 
ſidered, it may truly be faid, Mh, 6br what Nation, 
is like unto Thee? 

This for my Country; now let me with for myſelf; 


GOD of all Worlds! Source and Supreme of Things ! 
From whom all Life, from whom Duration ſprings ! 
Intenſe O! let me for thy Glory burn, 

N:r fruitleſs View my Days and Months return. 
Give me with Wonder at thy Works to glow, 
To graſp thy Viſion and thy Truths to knw : 

er Time's tempeſiuous Sea to reach thy Shore, 


And live, and fing, where Time ſhall be no more. 


You ſee, Aſpaſio, I have been ſtudying the Volume 
of Nature ; endeavouring to read its capital Charac- 
ters, and learn ſome of its inſttuctive Leſſons. The 
Sea has been the Page; but how /uperficial is my Peru- 
ſal, and no leſs ſcanty my Knowledge. Little, very 
little have I ſeen or conceived, relating to thoſe Works 
of Wonder, which the vaſt unfathomable Deep con- 


ral Kingdoms; in the Formation of which, that Ruler of the Night 
may have conſiderable Influence. The Moon is confeſſedly the Pa- 
rent of Tides; and may put in Motion thoſe bituminous and ſaline 
Fluids, which circulating through the Pores of the Earth, and fix- 
ing in Beds of homogeneous Matter, are ſuppoſed to commence 
Minerals.—As our ſacred Philoſopher has already ſpecified the vege- 


table Productions, the principal Things of the Mcuntains and Hills, 


ſhould ſignify the Sheep, Goats, and other valuable Animals that 
feed upon thoſe vaſt Declivities. If ſo, the precious Things of the 
Earth, may expreſs thoſe Herds of larger Cattie, which have their 


Paſturage in the Plains, Vallies, and lower Grounds. A Senſe, 


which recommends itſelf from this Conſideration, That the Wealth 
of th- Antients conſiſted chiefly in Cattle —Tbe Fulneſs thereof, may 
be a Kind of Recapitulation: a comprehenſive Term, including the 
whole Produce of the terraqueous Globe; the magnificent Liber a- 
lity of JEHOV AH t his People. 

» Deut. xxxiii. 16. 
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tains—the Plants it produces, and the Creatures it nou- 
riſhes its ſtupendous Rocks, and ſubterranean Caves 
—the Heaps of Pearl, which are its native Growth ; 


and the Loads of Gold, which it has gained by Ship- 


wreck So ſuperficial are my Views of CHRIST; fo 
ſcanty is my Acquaintance with the Goſpel. 

You, I preſume, are fitting at the Feet of that ſub- 
lime TEACHER; and attending to the Dictates of 
HIS Mouth, in whom are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge *. Let me promiſe myſelf a Communi- 
cation of your Thoughts, as I have freely tranſmitted 
a Specimen of mine. And I will make no Scruple to ac- 


knowledge the Superiority of the Exchange ; that I 
receive 


Xevors Xanryeuu!, exalopCo te (l 


Or, as the eloquent 1/azah ſpeaks; Fer Braſs you will 
bring Gold, and for Iron you will bring Silver + : ren- 
dering me, by this Intercourſe, your more oe, tho? 
it is ſcarce poſſible for me to be, more than I already am, 


Your aſfectionate 


THERO VN. 


P. S. Monſieur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond 
of Brevity, makes an odd Excuſe for tranſgreſ- 
ſing, on a particular Occaſion, his favourite 
Rule. He intreats his Friend to pardon the 
unuſual Length of his Epiſtle, by aſſuring 
Him, That he had not Time to make it ſhorter. 
—] cannot, it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this 
Philoſopher's Apology. For, I have purpoſely 
lengthened my Letter, with a View of ſetting, 
in this oze Circumſtance, a Pattern for my 


Aſpaſso. 


Col. ii. 3. + 1fi. Ix. 17, 
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LETTER. X. 


AsPASIO fo T HERON, 


Dear THERO N, 


I Thank you for your Letter, becauſe it entertains and 
improves me: I thank you for your P://cript, be- 
cauſe it is my Encouragement and my Apology.—l am 
ſet down to write with a copious Stock of Materials. It 
will be far more difficult to contract, than to inlarge, I 
muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf obliged to your 
Candour, for afſigning me the eaſier Taſk. —'T hat Pro- 
lixity, which, in others, might be an inexcuſable Fault; 
is, in me, an Att of Complaiſance, and Matter of Duty, 
Though abſent from You, I went with You in your 
late Ramble. Your deſcriptive Pen has made me Par- 
taker of the ideal Delight: may Divine Grace enable 
me to ſhare in the ſpiritual Improvement — When you 
diſplayed the Beauties of the Morn, breab ing forth 
from the Obſcurity of Night; when you adopted that 
noble Aſpiration from our philoſophic Poet; I could 
not forbear adding—** Thus may the gracious GOP, 
« who commands the Light to ſhine out of the Mid- 
„ night Darkneſs, ſhine into our Hearts; and give 
% that incomfarably glorious Knowledge, the Know- 
« ledge of his bleſſed SE LF! Which, though diſ- 
e cernable through all the Tracts of Creation, and de- 
« rivable from every Work of his Almighty Hand; 
« yet no where beams forth with ſuch complete and 
% ſuch amiable Luſtre, as in the Perion of JESUS 
« CHRIST*.” —Here we behold all the ſublime Per- 
ſections of the DEIT' V, not only manifeſted with iui- 
mitable Splendor, but operating for our own Advantage. 
We behold them, as Job ſpeaks, for Ourſetves + ; and 
* 2 Cor, iv, 6, + Job, xix. 27, 
; 2 Cal- 
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cannot but receive inexpreſſible Refreſhment and Joy 
from the View. 

When you walked beneath the Shade of thoſe 
huge, horrid, and enormous Clifts ; both amuſed and 
alarmed at thcir ſtupendous Magnitude, and frightful 
Irregularity When you caſt your Eye upon the 
wide-expanded Surface of the Ocean When you 
furveyed the far more unmeaſurable Arches of the 
Sky And meditated, in that awful Solitude, on the 
wildeſt and moſt magnihcent Appearances of Nature 
I felt the ſame Kind of devout Aſtoniſhment with 
yourſelf. While the Soul was wrapt in penſive Stil- 
neſs, and pleaſing Dread *, methought, I heard a 
Voice, or ſomething like a Voice, from the ſilent 
Spheres, as well as from the ſounding Seas. It ſeemed 
to echo back, what the mighty Angel, whom John 
ſaw flying in the midſt of Heaven, once proclaimed ; 
« Worſhip HIM, who made Heaven and Earth, aud 
« the Sea, and the Fountains of Water f Worſhip 
Him, who ſtretched out that azure Pavilion with 
„ ſuch amazing Grandeur: who meaſured yonder 
«© World of Waters, in the Hollow of his Hand: 
and before whom, this immenſe Range of moun- 
„ tainous Clifts, is but as Duſt upon the Scale.” 

When you deſcribed the diſmal Situation of a 
Wretch, expoſed on the Edges of the tremendous 
Precipice: hanging over the ragged Rocks, and the un- 
fathomable Gulph; and cleaving only to a fender, 
treacherous, breaking Bough : how heartily did I join 
in your adoring Acknowledgments to that kind, in- 
terpoſing, bleſſed Hand, which reſcued us both from 
an infinitely more threatening and dreadful Danger ! 
Reſcued us, as Slaves, from the Dominion of the 
Devil: ſnatched us, as Brands, from the inextin- 


guiſhable 


* It ſ-ems to have been ſuch a Kind, not of anx/cus but of pleaſing 
Dread, which ſeized the Diſciples on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion: 1&av Yap exÞCo, for they were ſtruck with a profound, 
but delightful Awe. Delightful, otherwiſe Peter would not have 
propoſed to build Tabernacles there, nor have wiſhed to continue in 


thoſe Circumſtances, Mari ix. 6. 


+ Rev. xiv. 7. 
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guiſhable Burnings. And bid Us (O marvelous, ſu- 
perabundant Goodneſs!) bid Us poſſeſs the Liberty of 
Righteouſneſs ; bid us inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 

When You mentioned the paſt Indolence, and the 
preſent Fervour of your Prayers, I could not forbear 
reiterating my Praiſes to GOD on your Behalf. This 
is a Proof, my dear Theron, that you are going in the 
Way everlaſting; for it is written, They ſhall came with 
Weejing, and with Sufplications will I lead them“. 
This is the Work of the HOLY GHOST), dwelling 
in your Heart; for what faith the Scripture ? [ awi/l 
pour upon them the Spirit of Grace and of Sup lication F. 
And our LORD Himſelf mentions this, as the Indi- 
cation of a true Converſion ; Behold! He prayeth | — 
Had not Sau/ prayed betore? Yes, and made long 
Prayers too. But he never, till that Inſtant, was ſen- 
ſible of his undone and damnable Condition. Never 
cried to GOD from the Depths of his Diſtreſs, or 
from the Depths of his Heart. Nor ever ſollicited 
the Throne of Grace, in the all-prevailing Name of 
JESUS CHRIST. —His Prayers, till then, were like 
the Motes, which fluctuate to and fro in the Air, with- 
out any vigorous Impulſe, or any certain Aim. But, 
in that Hour, they were like the Hrrow, which ſprings 
from the ſtrained Bow ; and, quick as Lightning, flies 
to the Mark. 

I was pleaſed to find You, in the Proceſs of your 
Letter, inſenſibly forgetting the Narrative; and fo 
engaged by the Subject, that you ſpoke not as the Re- 
later, but as the Beholder. Thus may We always 
be affected, when We ſtudy the Oracles of Truth. 
Study them, not as cold unconcerned Critics, who 
are only to judge of their Meaning; but as Perſons 
deeply intereſied in all they contain. Who are particu- 
larly addrefſed in every Exhortation, and directed by 
every Precept. Whoſe are the Promiſes, and to whom 
belong the precious Privileges ? When We are en- 
abled thus to realize and appropriate the Contents of 
that invaluable Book; then we ſhall "taſte the Sweet- 
neſs, and feel the Power of the Scriptures. Then 

Jer. XxX Ill. 8. F Zechar. xii. 10. 1 AQts ix. 11. 
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Ve ſhall know, by happy Experience, that our di- 
vine MAS T ER's Words, are not barely Sounds and 
Syllables, but ey are Sfirit, and they are Life *. 

[ was ſtill more agreeably entertained with your Pic- 
ture of Commerce, and of the Advantages We receive 
from Navigation. One Advantage, however, I can 
{pecify, which is greater than any, greater than all, 
You have celebrated. An Advantage, that will en- 
dear and ennoble Navigation, ſo long as the Sun and 
Moon endure. The Goſpel, my dear Friend, the 
glorious Goſpel came to our Ifland through this Chan- 
nel. The Volume that comprizes it, and the Preacher 
that publiſhed it, both were imported by Shipping. 
And may We not ſay, with the inraptured J/atah ? 
How beautiful are the Feet of them, that bring glad 
Tidings of god Things It is pleaſant to hear their 
Voice; pleaſant to contemplate their Meſſage ; and 
pleaſant even to behold the Ground on which they 
trod, or the very Waves over which they failed. 
'This made the holy Prophet rejoice in Spirit, when 
he forefaw the extenſive Spread of his MASTER's 
Glory, and the certain Commencement of our Hap- 
pineſs. This put into his Mouth that affectionate and 
congratulatory Addreſs, which is in a very particular 
Manner directed to Us and our Countrymen; Sing un- 
to the LORD a new Sorg. and his Praiſe from the Ends 
of the Earth: ye that go down to the Sea, and all that 
3s therein ; ye Iſics, and the Inhabitants thereof: Let the 
Wilderneſs and the Cities thereof lift up their Voice; let 
the Inhabitants of the Rock fing, let them ſhout from the 
Top of the Mountains, Let them give Glory unto the 
LORD ; and declare his Praiſe in the Hands J. 

We read in Ezekiel of the moſt magnificent Fleet that 
ever ploughed the Seas. The Maſts were of Cedar||, 
and the Benches of Ivory. Fine Linen, beautified 
with Embroidery, floated to the Winds, and formed 
the Sails. Blue and Purple rigged the Veſſel, and 
cloathed the meaneſt Mariner. Let Us ſuppoſe, that 
the Freight of this ſplendid Navy was proportioned, 

in 


John vi. 63. + Lai. li. 7. 1 Iſai, Ali. 10, 11, 12 
I Ezek. xxvii. 5. 


Let. 10. Asp ASIO to TRERON. 271 


in Value to its ſumptuous Tackling. Yet how poor» 
how deſpicable were either, were both, if eſtimated 
with the Treafures of the Goſpel: thoſe divine Trea- 


fares, which ſpring from the Imputation of our RE- 


DEEMER's Righteouſneſs! And which have much 
the ſame kindly Influence on religious Practice, as Na- 
vigation, with all her Improvements, has upon 'Trat- 
fic. Give me leave to confirm this Aſſertion, by 
ſeleCting a few Inſtances, and applying them in a few 
Interrogatories. 

One of the Benefits, proceeding from the Imputa- 
tion of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, is Pardon, Pardon, 
not partial, but complete. A Pardon of each Sin, be 
it ever fo heinous; a Pardon of all Sins, be they ever 
ſo numerous. For thus faith GOD the LORD, who 
ſent both his Prophets and Apoſtles, preaching Peace 
by FESUS CHRIST. I will pardon ALL their Iniqui- 
ties, whereby they hade ſinned, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me *. To leain the Value of 
this Bleſſing, let Us ſtep back into the Annals of Hiſ- 
tory, and attend a treaſonable and unhappy Nobleman 
to his windifive Exit. His Body is demanded by 
the Miniſters of Juſtice. Reluctant and trembling He 
is conducted to the Scaffold. There, the alarmed 
Criminal ſees the mourning Block. Sees the glittering 
Ax. Sees the Coffin prepared for his Corple. Sees 
many a weeping Eye, and thouſands of anxious Spec- 
tators; waiting with Eagerneſs and Alarm, the tear- 
ful Cataſtrophe. In a Word ; he ſees Death advan- 
cing with all the Solemnities of Horror and We. 
Time elapſes. The preparatory Ceremonies are diſ- 
patched. The fatal Moment is arrived. No longer 
Reſpite can be allowed. He muſt ſubmit to imme- 
diate Execution. Accordingly he proſtrates himſelf 
to receive the Stroke. But—ſeized with new Terrors, 
at the poiſed Ax, and approaching Blow, He {tarts 
from the dangerous Poſture. Again he bends, and 
again ſnatches his Neck from the impending Edge.— 
A third Time, He lifts his pale Looks to the pitying 
Crowds, and departing Light. Once more he 

fer. xxxlii. 8. 
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bows to the Block, and once more raiſes his Head, in 
ei/pful Eæectation of the royal Clemency. Had a 
Meltenger appeared, at this critical Initaat, with a 
Shout of Joy upon his Tongue, and a ſealed Pardon 
in his Hand; O! how traniporting the News! How 
ineæpreſſibly welcome the Favour ! What was denied 
to his paiſionate Deſires; denied to the importunate 
Sollicitations of his Friends; is freely offered to Us in 
the Goſpel of CHRIST : a Pardon of infinitely higher 
Conſequence: which obliterates Millions and Millions 
of rebellious Acts: which extends its bleſſed Effects, 
not merely through the little Span of Lite, but beyond 
the Gates of the Grave beyond the Boundaries of 
Time—through all the Ages oi Eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immenſe Flood, on 
which my Theroz: lately exerciſed his Contemplation ! 
The toiling Plummets, with all their Length of 
Cordage, are unable to find a Bottom. Were the 
hugeſt Millitones, or the higheſt Towers, or the moſt 
ſpacious Cities, caſt into this prodigious Gulph, they 
would be totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably loft. 
Therefore the inſpired Prophet, to ſhew the boundleſs 
Extent of the divine Mercies in FESUS CARIST, 
and to denote the Fulneſi of their Pardon who are 


cleanſed in the REDEEMER's Blood, hath illuſtrated 


both by this grand Similitude. Thou wilt caſt all their 
Sins into the Depths of the Sea * not one, or a 
few, but a// their Sins not barely behind thy 
Back, but into the Sea and not into the ſhallower 
Parts, but into the very Depths of the Ocean——ſo_ 
that they ſhall never riſe up in Judgment; never be 
taken notice of; no, nor ever be remembered any 
more. 

With an Act of total Indemnity, let Us join a 
thorough Reſtoration to Favour. If the Wrath of 
an earthly King be as the Roaring of a Lion ; how 
much more tremendous is is Indignation, who is able 
to caſt both Body and Soul into Hell! If the Favour 
of an earthly Sovereign be as Dew upon the Graſs ; 


kow much more deſirable and delightful HIS Loving- 
kind- 


Mich. vii. 19, 5 + Prov. xix. 1 2. 
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kindneſs, whom all Things in Heaven and Earth 
obey ! By the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, 
we are freed from all foreboding Apprehenſions of the 
former, and eſtabliſhed in the comfortable Poſſeſſion 


of the latter. The Goſpel renews and ratihes that 


Joyful Proclamation of the angelic f Hoſt, Peace on 
Earth, and Good-will to Men*. GOD is not only 
pacified towards Believers, but well pleaſed with them 
in his dear SON. They are the Objects of his com- 
placential Delight, and He rejoices over them to do 
them good. 

Nay, they are made Children, Sons and Daughters 
of the LORD Almighty. And if Sons, then Heirs 
of GOD, and joint Heirs with CHRIST ft. 'The 
chief Captain mentioned in the Ads, purchaſed his 
Freedom of the imperial City Rome, with a great 
Sum of Money ||. If ſuch a little tranſient Immunity, 
was ſo valuable in his Eſteem; who can expreſs the 
Worth, who can conceive the Dignity, of this divine 
Adoption? Yet it belongs to Thoſe, who receive the 
Goſpel, and are intereſted in CHRIST. They have 
Acceſs to the omnipotent BEING ; ſuch free and wel- 
come Acceſs, as a beloved Child to an indulgent Fa- 
ther. To Him they may fly for Aid, in every Difh- 
culty; and from Him obtain a Supply, in all their 
Wants.—-GOD, as the ſacred Charter runs, is THEIR 
GOD. All his lovely, all his adorable Perfections are 
their glorious Inheritance, and exceeding great Re- 
ward. That eternal Power, to which nothing is impoſ- 
ſible, exerts itſelf as their Guard; and that unerring 
Wiſdom, from which nothing is concealed, acts as 
their Guide. His very Juſtice is no longer an incenſed 
Adverſary, demanding Vengeance or meditating De- 
ſtruction ; but a faithful Guarantee, to provide for the 
punctual Execution of the REDEEMER's Treaty, 
and their complete Enjoyment of its various Bleſſings. 
—What a Privilege is this! Rather what a Cluſter of 
Privileges is Here! Weigh the Kingdoms of the 
World; caſt all the Glories of them into the Scale; 


Luke ii, 14. + 2 Cor, vi. 18. } Rom. viii. 17. 
Acts xxii, 25. | 
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and they will be found, when compared with theſe 
great Prerogatives, emptier than the Bubble that burſts, 
lighter than the Spark that expires. | 
In the Goſpel are given exceeding great and pre- 
eious Promiſes. Of ſuch Value, that they were pro- 
Cured by the Blood of CHRIST; of ſuch Certainty, 
that they are ratified by the Oath * of JEHOVAH. 
So durable, that, though all Fleſh is Graſs, and all the 
* Goodlinefs thereof as the Flower of the Graſs, this 
Word of our GOD abideth for ever 4; ſo efficacious, 
that there are no ſuch Cordials to revive our fainting, 
and no ſuch Bulwarks to ſecure our endangered Souls. 
With theſe the Bible is as richly repleniſhed, as the 
clear midnight Sky is beſpangled with Stars. They 
are all Yea and Amen, conſigned over as a ſure una- 
Jienable Portion, to them that are in FESUS CHRISTF. 
Another Benefit, given in Conſequence of the RE- 
DEEMER's Righteouſneſs, is the /an#ifying SPIRIT. 
A moſt comprehenſive Bleſſing this! Our SAVIOUR 
intimates, that it includes every heavenly Gift, is an 
Aſſemblage of all good Things. How ſingular a 
Comfort muſt it be to blind Bartimeus, to have his 
Eyes opened, and behold the all-charming Light of 
the SunF! So, and far more comfortable, are the in- 
lightening Influences of the bleſſed SPIRIT; when 
they ſhine upon the wretched Creature, who fits in 
Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death. How peculiar 
a Mercy for the impure and abhorred Leper, to be 
healed of his inveterate Diſeaſe! To feel the ſoothing 
Senſations of Eaſe, where Sores rankled and Pain 
raged! Inſtead of infeebling Languors and lotheſome 
Deformity, Vigour braces his Limbs, and Comelineſs 
blooms in his Countenance J. Equally benign and 
equally ſalubrious, is the Agency of the Divine SPI- 
RIT, on our depraved, polluted, ſenſual Minds. 
How ſignal was the Recovery, and how welcome the 
Change! When that unhappy Creature, ſo wildly agi- 
tated by a miſchievous Damon, was reinſtrated in the 


peaceſul 


* Heb. vii. 17. TI pet. i. 23. 1 2 Cor. i. 20. Com- 
pare Matt. vii. 11. with Luke xi. 13. & Mark x. 32. J Malt. 
viii. 3. 
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peaceful Poſſeſſion of Himſelf and his Faculties! 
When, inſtead of unnaturally cutting his own Fleſh, 
or committing barbarous Outrages on innocent Tra- 
vellers, He fat compoſed and attentive at the Feet of 
JESUS Receiving heavenly Inſtruction from his 
Lips, and Jearning the Meekneſs of Wiſdom from 
his Example. So falutary and beneficial is the tranſ- 
forming Power of the HOLY GHOST the Com- 
forter; ſoftening the rugged, ſweetening the moroſe, 
and calming the paſſionate 'Temper. It is un- 
doubtedly the utmoſt Improvement and the higheſt 
Happineis of our Nature, to have the Image of the 
bleſſed GOD re- inſtamped on our Hearts. This is an 
Earneſt, and an Anticipation alſo, of endleſs Felicity. 
A Bud, that will bloom in Heaven, and open into 
immortal Glory. A Dawn, that will ſhine more and 
more, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, and brigh- 
tens it into everlaſting Day. This Bud the ſanctifying 
SPIRIT ingraſts, this Dawn the Grace of our LORD 
228 CHRIST ditfuſes, in the barren and benighted 

oul. 

In a Word; get this Righteouſneſs, and You have 
a Title to all Bleſſings, whether they be preſent or 
future, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal. 
From the neceſſary Conveniencies, of Bread to eat, 
and Raiment to put on; even to the Crowns of Glory. 
and the Fulneſs of Joy, all, all, are owing to our RE- 
DEEMER's Righteouſneſs. —You ſee now, Theron, 
That our Scheme, has no Tendency to impoveriſh 
your ſpiritual Condition, or diminiſh your true Riches: 
any more than thoſe Tracts of Water, which ſurround 
our Iſland, aredetrimental to the Wealth of its Inhabi- 
tants. Detrimental! No; they are an inexhauſtible 
Source of Treaſure. They convey to our Uſe the 
choiceſt Accommodations, and the moſt elegant De- 
lights. Such as would in vain be tel if the 
whole Ocean was converted into the fineſt Meads, and 
moſt fertile Paſtures. So—but to apply this Compa- 
riſon, would foreſtal your principal Queſtion. 


140 Do 


Mark v. 15. 


EST £24 _ 


276 Asp A810 to THERON. Let. 10. 


* Do not theſe Favours, though unſpeakably pre- 
'© cious in themſelves, tend to the Introduction or 
Support of Ungodlineſs?” Quite the Reverſe. 
Fave We Redemption through our SAY JOU R's 
Plood, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins? We are 
redeemed, not that We may fink in Supineneſs, or 
launch into Licentiouſneſs, but that we may be a pe- 
culiar People, zealous of good Works“. Are We 
made the Children of GOD? Then let our Light fo 
ſhine before Men, that others ſeeing our good Works, 
may glorify our FATHER which is in Heaven 9. 
This is the genuine Conſequence of ſuch a Doctrine, 
ard the proper Effect of ſuch a Benefit. Are We 
veſted with ſacred Privileges! This ſhould admoniſh 
Us to walk worthy of HiM, who hath called Us to 
his Kingdom and Glory f. Shall the Citizens of 
Heaven be animated with no higher Views, than the 
Slaves of Appetite, and Drudges of the V, orld? 
Are We conſtituted Heirs of the Promiſes ? The Grace 


which they aſcertain, is intended to make Us Par- 


takers of a Divine Nature ||; and the Encouragement 
which they adminiſter, ſhould incite Us to cleanſe 
Ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and 
to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of GOD F. —— Such 
high Immunities are a woſt endearing Perſuaſive, 
not to diſgrace, but magnify, not to provoke, but 
pleaſe, their unipeakably beneficent AUTHOR. 
might tarther obſerve, that Holineſs is one of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Bleſſings in our Syſtem. Nay, 
is the very central Bleſſing, to which all the others 
verge; in which they all terminate. Were We 
choſen from Eternity? It was for this Purpoſe, that 
We may be holy and unblameable in Love. Are 
We called in Time? It is to this Intent, that We 
may ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him, who hath called 
Us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light.“. 
Are We created again in CHRIST JESUS? It 
1s, to Capacitate Us for acceptable Service, and to 


furniſh 
.. I. 14. 4 Matt. v. 16. 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. 
| 2 Pet. i. 4. & 2 Cor. vii. 1. J Eph. 1. 4. 
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furniſh Us unto every good Work *. I will put my 
Spirit within You, ſaith the LORD. For what End? 
That Ye may walk in my Statutes, and keep my Fudgments, 
and do them f. Here comes in your favourite Endow- 
ment, ſincere Obedience. Far, very far from diſ- 
carding fincere Obedience, We would only introduce 
it, under its due CharaQter, and in its proper Order. 
Under its due Character, as the Fruit, not the Cauſe, 
of our Intereſt, in CHRIST's Righteouſneſs. In its 
due Order, as following, not preceding, the Gift of 
Juſtification, 

Theſe Privileges my dear Theron, are ſalutary, as 
the Pool of Bethe/daft. They are reſtorative, as the 
Waters of Siloam ||. Or like that ſacred Stream flow- 
ing from the Sanctuary; which healed the Rivers, 
healed the Sea, and made even the Deſert flouriſh 5. 
—If Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of CH RIST 
had a Lendency to ſubvert the Foundations of Holi- 
neſs; to confirm the hypocritical Profeſſor, in his 
Negle& of moral Duties; or diſcourage the fincere 
Convert, from the Purſuit of real Virtue; it would, 
doubtleſs, be unworthy of any Acceptation, or rather 
worthy of univerſal Abhorrence. But I dare appeal, 
not only to the Nature of the Doctrine, and the Reaſon 
of Things, but to the Experience of All Yes, of 
all who have taſted that the LORD is gracious J. How 
were they affected, when they have been enabled to 
believe, that GOD is reconciled, has received the all- 
ſatisfying Atonement, and placed his SON's Righte- 


ouſneſs to their Account? That He regards them as 


his Children, and will receive them to his Glory ?— 
Have they not, under ſuch Convictions, felt their 
Hearts exulting with conſcious Joy; and every Power 
of their Soul ſpringing forwards, to glorify their 
heavenly FATHER—glorify Him by every Inſtance 
of Obedience, Fidelity, and Zeal ? 

Can ſuch invaluable Benefits have a prejudicial In- 
fluence on our Practice, if, to the Conſideration of 
their ſuperlative Worth, We add that aunequalled Price, 


by 
* Fph. ii. 10. + Ezek. xxxvi. 27, t John v. 4, 
John ix. 7. & Ezek, xlvii. 8, 9. 11 Pet. ii. 3, 
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by which they were purchaſed ? HE, who was 
high above all Height, humbled Himſelf to be made 
of a Woman, and born in a Stable ; that We might be 
admitted into the Family of GOD, and exalted to the 
Manſions of Heaven. And will this great Humilia- 
tion, which is the Baſis of our Happineſs, prompt Us to 
look down with Contempt on Others, or entertain arro- 
gant Thoughts of Ourſelves ? 

The ONLY BEGOTTEN and the ſupreme 
Delight of the FATHER, was numbered with 
Tranſgreſſors, and ranked with Felons; that We 
might be joined to the innumerable Company of An- 
gels, and affociated with Saints in Glory everlaſting. 
And will any One make this a Precedent or a Plea, 
for walking in the Counſel of the Ungodly ; for fland- 
ing in the Way of Sinners ; or fitting in the Seat of the 
Scornful &. 

All manner of Evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs 
JESUS; his bleſſed Name was villified by blaſphem- 
ing "Tongues, and his unblameable Conduct blackened 
with the fouleſt Aſperſions; on purpoſe that We may 
be applauded, when We are judged ; and each hear 
thoſe tranſporting Words, WELL poxr THOU GOOD 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT f! Will this embolden Us 
to di/honour our LORD, and ain our holy Profeſſion ? 
Shall We from hence be induced to open the Mouths 
of his Enemies, and give them Occaſion to ſpeak re- 
proachtully ? : 

He went, galled with the Laſhes of the Scourge, 
and penetrated with the pungent ' horns; He went, 
joaded with the execrable Croſs, and marking the 
Way with his precious Blood; hu He went to his 
ignominious and tormenting Exit: that We may en- 
ter into Sion with Songs of Triumph on our Lips, 
and with everlaſting Joy on our Heads. Does this 
invite Us to go, crowned with Roſe-buds, to the 
Houſe of Riot; or go, mufled in Diſguiſe, to the 
Midnight-Revel ? Will it not rather incline Us, to 

| fit 


® Pſal. i. I, t Matt, XXV. 21. 
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ſit down at his pierced Feet, and bathe them with 
Tears, and take Delight 4 in mourning for our cru- 
cified LORD ? 

Behold ! He hangs on the curſed Tree. There, 
there He hangs; rent with Wounds, and racked with 
Pain. He pours his Groans, and ſpills his Blood. He 
bows his Head, his patient princely Head, and dies— 
aſtoniſhing, raviſhing Conſideration ! He dies for You 
and me, And will this harden our Hearts, or arm our 
Hands, to crucify Him afreſh by any allowed Ini- 
quity ? Does not Reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity 
dictate, and all that is ingenuous inforce, the Apoſtle's 
important Inference? One died for All, then they 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but uuto Him which died for them +. 

He thought upon Us, long before the Foundations 
of the World were laid ; He remembers Us, now he 
is exalted to the Right-hand of the MAJESTY in the 
Heavens ; and will never, never forget Us, through 
all the Revolutions of Eternity. And is this a Mo- 
tive to forget his Name ; to diſregard his Word ; or 
to imitate the ſhameful Neutrality and Indifference of 
Gallio ? Impreſſed with a Senſe of this invariable and 
everlaſting Kindneſs, ſurely, We ſhall declare Our- 
ſelves, as thoſe Captives in Babylon, concerning their 
dear native City Jeruſalem : If J forget Thee, O bleſſed 
JESUS, Let my Right-hand forget her Cunning ; if I 
do not remember Thee, let my Tongue cleave to the Roof 
of my Mouth 5. 


3 we Remember Thee ! 
Ay, my dear LORD, while Memory holds a Seat 
In this devoted Breafl Remember Thee ! 


Yer, 


t This is a Caſe, in which Homer's THapruweo 9a Yo00 
may be literally and moſt eminently verified. I, Y. 
The Sorrow, ariſing from ſuch tender and grateful Views of 
cur crucified LORD, is that evangelical godly Sorrow which 
2vrketh Repentance unto Salvation not ty be repented . 2 Cor. vii. 


10. 
+ 2 Cor. v. 15. § Plal, cxxXVIi.—5, 6. 
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Yes, from the Table of my Memory 

Tl wipe away all trivial fond Records, 
Which Youth and Obſervation copied there, 
And thy Remembrance all alone all live 
Within the Book and Volume of my Brain f. 


Is it poſſible, Theron, for the Contemplation of fuch 
Goodneſs, to weaken the Motives, or relax the Springs 
of Obedience? As ſoon may /enient Balms kill, and 
rankeſt Poiſons cure Is ſuch a Belief calculated to 
diſcourage Duty, and patronize Licentiouſneſs ? Juſt 
as much, as vernal Showers are fitted to cleave the 
Earth with Chinks, or Summer-ſuns to glaze the Wa- 
ters with Ice. When Anthony made an Oration to 
the Soldiers, on Occaſion of Cæſar's Death; when 
He ſhewed them their honoured Maſter's Robe, tranſ- 
fixed with ſo many Daggers; when He reminded them 
of the Victories they had won, under their aſſaſſinated 
Commander ; when He farther informed them, that 
their murdered General had remembered them in his 
Will— had bequeathed all his fine Gardens, and beau- 
tiful Walks, to their Uſe and Delight; Heavens ! 
How they took Fire! Revenge ſparkled in their Eyes: 
Revenge flamed in their Boſoms: Revenge was all 
their Cry. They flew to the Houſes of the Conſpi- 
rators; laid them even with the Ground; and had 
they met the Owners, would have tore them Limb 
from Limb - Some ſuch Reſentment againſt Sin, will 
a Senſe of our adored REDEEMER's Sufferings ex- 
cite: Eſpecially, when ſet home by his BLESSED 
SPIRIT, and conſidered in Connection with thoſe 
deteſtable Iniquities, which cauſed them ; and with 
thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, which were procured 
by them. Nothing, nothing, is ſo effectual, 
to beget the moſt 7rreconcilable Abhorrence of all Un- 
godlineſs; to make the Remembrance of it, bitter 
as Wormwood ; the Temptations to it, horrible as 
Hell. | 

Let me remind You of an Incident, related by your 
favourite Hiftorian Aenophon. Cyrus had taken cap- 
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tive the young Prince of Armenia, together with his 
beautiful and blooming Princeſs ; whom He had lately 
married, and of whom He was paſſionately fond. 
When both were brought to the Tribunal, Cyrus 
aſked the Prince; what he would give to be reinſtated 
in the Kingdom ?—He anſwered, with an Air of In- 
difference; That, as for his Crown, and his own Li- 
berty, He valued them at a very low Rate. But, if 
Cyrus would reſtore his beloved Princeſs, to her na- 
tive Dignity and hereditary Poſſeſſions, He ſhould in- 
finitely rejoice ; and would willingly pay (this Heut- 
tered with Tenderneſs and Ardour) would willingly 
pay his Life for the Purchaſe. - Could ſuch a Declara- 
tion, ſo highly endearing, alienate the Affections of 
the Princeſs, or induce Her to violate her Fidelity? 
Let her own Conduct anſwer the Query. When all 
the Priſoners were diſmiſſed with Freedom, and each 
replaced in his reſpective Dominion, it is impoſſible to 
expreſs, how they were charmed with the royal Ge- 
neroſity. Every one extolled their common Bene- 
factor to the Skies. Some celebrated his martial Ac- 
compliſhments. Some applauded his ſocial Virtues. 
All were prodigalof their Praiſes, and /avifþ in grate- 
ful Acknowledgments. And You, faid the Prince, (ad- 
dreſſing Himſelf to his Bride) what think You of Cy- 
rus P[ did not obſerve Him, replied the Princeſs. 
Not obſerve Him Upon what then was your At- 
tention fixed ? Upon that dear and generous Man, 
who declared, He would purchaſe my Liberty, at the 
Expence of his very Life. —Was her Heart impreſſed, 
were all her Thoughts ingroſſed, by that benevolent 
Ofer ? And ſhall ours be leſs affected with the incom- 
parably more tender and endearing Love of CHRIST ? 
— He was not only willing, but actually laid down 
his Life for Us; a Life immenſely precious, and of 
higher Dignity than all Heavens.—He laid down his 
Life, not for amiable Perſons, or worthy Creatures, 
but for vile Earth, and miſerable Sinners. —Purchaſing 
thereby for Us and our Children, Privileges of ineſti- 
mable Worth, and of everlaſting Duration, 


Surely, 
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Surely, ſuch Beneficence, ſo unmerited, ſo un- 
equaled, muſt win * the moſt reluctant, and melt the 
moſt obdurate Heart. The Heart, that is not 
wrought upon by this Miracle of Divine Compaſſion, 
muſt be Steel, muit be Adamant ; quite impenetrable, 
and abſolutely incorrigible. O I hou ever bleſſed, 
thou all-gracious REDEEMER, thy Love to Us is 
ewonderful ; paſſing, I will not ſay, the Lowe of Mo- 
men +, but the Power of Language, and the Reach of 
Thought! Who can hold out againſt ſuch carey, 
Attractives? Who can reſiſt ſuch heavenly Goodneſs 
Only let a Senſe of thy Love be always warm, always 
operative on our Minds. This ſhall be inſtead of a 
thouſand Arguments to engage, inſtead of ten thou- 
ſand Motives to quicken our Obedience. Other 
Motives may produce ſome external Services, or hy- 
ap" Performances. Terrors may extort the 

rudgery of the Hand ; Bribes may gain the Adu- 
Jation of the Tongue. But this conciliates the 
Will; this wins the Affections; this captivates the 
very Soul ; and makes all its Powers /ike the Chariots of 
Amminadib I ready, expedite, and active in Duty. 

Hear the holy Apoſtle, giving an Account of Him- 
ſelf and his ſpiritual State. He ſpeaks in Language 
ſomewhat ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the Pro- 
feſhon of the Armenian Princeſs. “So great is the 
„Glory, ſo rich is the Grace, ſo ſuperabundant are 
* the Merits of my REDEEMER, that I am de- 


termined 


® Beneficia, ſays one of the Antients, qui invenit, Compedes in- 
went, Which fine Sentiment may almoſt ſerve as a Comment, on 
the beautiful and tender Declaration of GOD by his Prophet Ho- 
fea ; I drew them to Obedience with Cords of a Man, with Bands 
of Love, Chap. xi. 14. HE who made, and intimately knows 
our Frame, knew that theſe Motives would be moſt powerful 
in Operation; moſt powerful on Creatures, capable of Love, 
and ſuſceptible of Gratitude. Therefore He calls them, The Cords 
of a Man.-——— And if a Deliverance from temporal Bondage, 
if the Scttlement of Iſrael in all the Plenty of Canaan, conſti- 
tuted ſo iweet an Incitement to Duty ; doubtleſs, the everlaſting 
Benefits mentioned by Aſpaſie, together with ell the endearing 
Circumſtances of their Procurement, mult be infinitely more 
engaging, 


1 2 Sam, i. 26. 1 Cant. vi. 12. 
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„ termined to know not bing but CHRIST JESUS 
* and Him crucified f. — Aſk the ſame zealous A- 
poſtle ; what prompted Him to ſuch indefatigable Di- 
ligence, and animated Him with ſuch invincible For- 
titude? Why did He decline no Toil, and dread no 
Danger ; rejoice in Tribulation, and glory in the Re- 
proach *; welcome Perſecution, and defy Death? 
This is his Reply; © The Love of CHRIST conflraineth 
* + me; beareth me on, with much the ſame ſtrong, 
** ſteady, prevailing Influence, which Winds and 
ide exert, when they waft the Veſſel to its deſ- 
*« tined Harbour.” | 
Shall we hear what another Diſciple, one of the moſt 

advanced Proficientsin Divine Love, ſays upon the Sub- 
ject ? One, who learned his Knowledge, not in the 
School of Philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's Boſom. 
T his is the Love of GOD, that we keep his Commandments. 
This is the natural Fruit, this the certain Evidence, 
of Love to that glorious, tranſcendent, and adorable 


BEING. 
1 2 Cor. ii. 2. 


That ſupreme Affection to the bleſſed FESUS, which reigned 
in the Hearts of his primitive Diſciples, could never have been 
ſo emphatically diſplayed by any Strokes of Eloquence, as by their 
own chearful and heroic Manner of exprefling themſelves, with 
relation to their Sufferings.—Par trom regretting, I take Plea- 
ſure (ſay, the Apoſtle) in Affictions : and embrace them, when 
occuring in my Divine MASTER's Service, with a real Com- 


placency, % . 2 Cor. Xii. 10,—To You, adds the ſame A- 


poſtle, and ſpeaks in a congratulatory Strain, Ie is given (t- apo In 

as a defirable Privilege, te ſuffer for the adorable FESUS, Philip. 
i. 29. St. Luke, recording the abuſive and cruel! Outrages, 
committed on two Diſciples, for preaching boldly in the Name 
of CHRIST, uſes a Phraſe remarkably ga lant and ſpirited : They 


departed from the Council rejoiting oli xalntwlnoay alyaoynva, 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame; had the Honour of 
being vilified and reproached in fo venerable and glorious a Cauſe. 
— This Paſſage is a fine Exemplification of the Figure, which 
Rhetoricians ſtyle Oxymorum.— And Horace Dulce Periculum 
Splendid Mendax—2 uo beatus Vulnere— ſeern flat and jejune upon 
the Compariſon, Ads v. 41. 

F Could You ſtation a Coward, in the Midſt of a numerous 
Army advancing to the Battle ; or, rather, could you place a 
Boat on the impetuous Cataracts of the Nile; You would ſee 
what is meant by the ſignificant Word, TUVEXt. 2 Cor, v. 14. 

$ 2 John, ver. 6. 
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BEING. What? Not that we ſupinely neglect, much 
leſs that we profanely violate, his ſacred Precepts; but 
that with Aſſiduity and Delight, We make them the 
Rule of our Conduct. Charity edifieth ® : this Divine 
Love, far from razing the Foundations, far from de- 
moliſhing the Structure, bui/deth up , the fair Fabric of 
univerſal Godlineſs. 

Let me borrow an Illuſtration from your own Letter. 
When a Pebble is caſt into the ſmooth Canal, it moves 
the Center, and forms a Circle. The firſt creates a 
ſecond: the ſecond breaks intoa third : they continue 
to multiply and expand themſelves, till the whole Sur- 
face is covered with circular Undulations, Thus, the 
Love of an all-gracious REDEEMER T, when fed 
abroad in the Soul, by the OU GHOST F, will diffuſe 


itſelf 


* 2 Cor, viii. 1. + Ourodoyrs. 


1 I cannot but think, the Reaſoning is much more juſt, and 


the Principle much more efficacious, in Aſpaſio's Manner of ſtat- 
ing the Affair, chan in the following famous Lines: 


Selflove but ſer ves thewirtuous Mind to awake, 
As the ſmall Pebble flirs the peaceful Lale: 

The Center mov d, a Circle flirait ſucceeds, 

Anot ber fli!l, and flill another ſpreads. 

Friend, Parent, Neighbour, ff it will embrace, 
His Country next, and next all buman Race : 
Wide and more wide th* O'er flowings of the Mind 
Take every Creature in of every King. 


Self- love too often acts on the Affections, as a Blaſt on the Leaves, 
ſfbrivelt and contracts them. But the Love of CHRIST, like a 
vernal Sun on the tender Buds, opens and expands them; till they 
become wide, as the Extent of bis gracious Redemption; wide as 
the Compaſs of his rational Creation.—By Self. love I am almoſt 
neceſſarily determined to ma/ign the Perſons, who croſs my Incli- 
nations, and obſtruct my Intereſts. From the Love of CHRIST, 
I have a cogent Reaſon, and a moſt prevailing Inducement, to 
love my very Enemies. — How does St. Peter analize this SubieCt ? 
Not in Mr. Pope's, not in Lord Bolingbrote s Method. Godlineſa, 
or a ſupreme Love to the gracious GOD, He repreſents as the 
Root or Trunk : then bretherly Kindneſs, or an affectionate Regard 
to Relations, Friends, Neighbours, as ſome of the grand and 
maſter Branches: after this Charity, or a diffuſive Good-will to 
all Mankind, as the Spread of Bougbs, which compleat and adorn 
the Tree, 2 Pet. i. 7. 
& Rom. v. 3 
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itſelf through every intellectual Faculty, and extend to 
every Species of Duty. Till the whole Heart is filled 
with the Image, and the Whole Behaviour regulated 
by the Law, of the bleſſed GOD. So that I am 
perſuaded, there is a great deal of Truth and Solidity, 
as every One muſt acknowledge, there is a peculiar 
Spirit and Beauty, in the Apoſtrophe of our Poet ; 


Talk they of Morals ? O thou bleeding Lowe ! 
Thou Maker of new Morals to Mankind, 
The grand Morality is Love of THEE . 


You mentioned the Loaaſſone, as moſt ſignally and 
moſt extenſively ſerviceable in the ſea-faring Buſineſs. 
Such is Faith ſo efficacious, in practical Chriſtianity.— 
This, perhaps, You think a ſcanty and defective Prin- 
ciple. The Property of ſhewing the northern Part of 
the World, may ſeem equally mean and inconſidera- 
ble. But as the one is the very Soul of Navigation, 
the other is the very Life of Holineſs. It is ſome- 
what like the Stone, which the Babylonian Monarch 
ſaw in his Dream, cut from the Rock without Hands 5. 
Which, though deſpicable to human Appearance, was 
mighty in Operation ; deſtroyed the ſuperb Statue ; 

came a great Mountain, and filled the whole Earth; 
Thus will Faith exert and diffuſe it kindly Energy; 
to every Corruption, that it may be ſubdued ; to every 
Virtue, that it may be cheriſhed. 

FaiTH is a real Perſuaſion, That the bleſſed 
JESUS has ſhed his Blood for me, and fulfilled all 
Righteouſnets in my ſtead: that, through this great A- 
tonement and glorious Obedience, He has purchaſed, 
even for my ſinful Soul, Reconciliation with GOD, 
ſanctifying Grace, and every ſpiritual Bleſſing . 


hen 


+ Night-Thouzhts, Numb. IV. § Dan. ii. 34. 

[| This Definition of Faith may poſſibly, at firſt Sight, ſtartle 
and alarm even ſome pious Peovle, But it they pleaſe to take it 
in Connection with that Exp'anation and Adiuſtment of the Point, 
which are delivered in Dialogue XVI. I hope, it will be found, 
not only comfortable for the Sinner, but agreeable to Scri,ture ; 
and truly unexeeptionable, as well as high'y deſirable, 
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When the ALMIGHTY ſunk the Cavities of the 
Ocean, and repleniſhed them with the liquid Element, 
He provided an inexhauſtible Source of Moiſture, for 
the Refreſhment of every Animal, and the Nutriment 
of every Vegetable. In like Manner, where-ever 
He works this true Faith, He plants the Seed of uni- 
werſal Holineſs, and provides for the Propagation of 
every Virtue. This Perſuaſion of the Divine Good- 
will, overcomes our natural Reluctance, and excites a 
fervent Deſire to pleaie our moſt merciful FATHER. 
This Experience of the abundant Grace of CHRIST, 
attracts and aſſimilates the Soul; turning it into his 
amiable Likeneſs, as the Wax is turned to the im- 
printed Seal.“ What will be the Language of ſuch 
a Perſon ? 


„ Did my Divine MASTER empty Himſelf and 


« become poor, that his moſt unworthy Servant might 
« be filled with all the Fulneſs of God +? And ſhall 
« not I chearfully deny myſelf the expenſive Plea- 
«« ſures of the World, that I may have wherewith to 
«© beſtow on his needy Children ?—Since the Death 
« of CHRIST, as a Puniſhment, has ſatisfied divine 
«« Juſtice for my Sins; as a Price, has redeemed me 
« from every Evil; as a Sacrifice, has made my Peace 
« with GOD Moſt High : Are not theſe the ſtrongeſt 
« Inducements to preſent myſelf, my Soul and Body, 
« as a reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto him ? 
«« Do I believe, that my SAVIOUR has not only 
« reſcued me from Hell, but eſtabliſhed my Title to 
all the Bleſſings included in the Promiſes, and all 
« the Felicity laid up in Heaven? That He is en- 
«« tered into Glory as my Forerunner, and has pre- 
% pared Manſions of Bliſs for my final Reception? 
« And ſhall I not follow Him thither in my Hopes 
« and my Aﬀections? Be as a Pilgrim below, and 
« have my Converſation above? Is not this a moſt 
*«« ſweet and effectual Method of gaining my Heart; 
6c 8 my Heart, then all my Powers, to his bleſſed 
4c Self?“ 


+ Eph, iii. 19. 1 Rom- xii. 1. 


Such, 


. r, 


A 


Let. 10. Asp ASIO to THERON, 287 
Such, my dear Theron, will be the Efe#s of Faith. 


Therefore, it is not in vain, much leſs to the Diſcou- 
ragement of real Virtue, that the Scripture lays ſuch 
a Streſs upon Faith: ſo frequently urges the Import- 
ance and Neceſſity of Faith: repreſents Faith, as the 
principal Work of the Divine SPIRIT), and the great 
Inſtrument of receiving Salvation. Becauſe it is a ſure, 
a ſovereign Means of purifying the Heart *, and never 
fails to work by Lowe +. —Was Faith, as ſome People 
are apt to imagine, like a Candle put under a Buſhel, 
or like the Lamps that burn in Sepulchres ; it would 
then be an inſignificant Labour to inculcate it, and no 
better than an empty Flouriſh of Words, to celebrate 


it. But nothing is more certain, than that Faith is a 


wital, an operative Principle. 


CHRIST is a Store-houſe of all Good. Whatever 
15 neceſſary to remove our Guilt, whatever is expe- 
dient for renewing our Nature, whatever is proper to 
fit Us for the eternal Fruition of GOD, all this is 
laid up in CHRIST. Faith is the Hand that receives 
all, for Application, Uſe, and Enjoyment... Accord- 
ingly, when Zaccheus believed, He commenced a new 
Man: his Bowels yearned with Compaſlion : the rapa- 
cious Publican became a Father to the Poor T, and a 
Friend to the Needy in his Diſtreſs —When the Ma- 
cedonians believed, how eminently was their Spirit en- 
nobled, and their Practice improved! Though preſſed 
with Afflictions, their Souls overflowed with Joy; and 
even in the deepeſt Poverty, they ſignalized themſelves 
by the Abundance of their Liberality ||. -. When the 
firfl Converts believed, the Change in their Behaviour 
was ſo remarkable, the Holineſs of their Lives ſo ex- 
emplary, that they won the Favour, and commanded 


the 


Acts xv. . + Gal. v. 6. 1 Luke xix. 8, 

2 Cor. viii. 2. Here is, eſpecially in the Original, as fine 
an Antitheſis, perhaps, as ever was penned. Since my lit 
Notes were ſo large, I ſhall forego the Pieaſure of particularizing 
the Beauties of this Clauſe, I leave it to the Lover of facred 
Literature, to admire the Apoſtle's Exprefſion, to be charmed 


with the Spirit of the Macedonian Believers, and to derive Edifi- 
cation from both, 
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the Reſpect of all the People f.— In ſhort; it is as im- 
poſſible for the Sun to be in his meridian Sphere, and 
not to diſſipate Darkneſs, or diffuſe Light; as for 
Faith to exiſt in the Soul, and not exalt the Temper, 
and meliorate the Conduct. — I cannot therefore form a 
more affectionate Wiſh, than that my dear Theron may 
be eſtabliſbed in Faith, may have Furtherance in Faith, 
may abe:.nd in Faith. 

I intended to have cloſed my Letter, and confirmed 
my Foint, by a very memorable Story. But however 
your Patience may perſevere, my Time fails, and my 
Hand is weary. The next Poſt, if nothing unexpect- 
ed intervenes, ſhall bring you the 2 May it, 
when brought to my Friend, be as a Nail faſtened in a 
ſure Place, and give the Rivet of Conviction to all theſe 
important Truths In the mean Time, or rather at 
all Times, I remain 


Cordially and invariably Yours, 


AsPpas10, 


L: 1 XI. 


AsPASIO fo THERON, 


Dear TnrroON, 


ATTH in the imputed Righteouſneſs of JESUS 
CHRIST, is a fundamental Principle, in that in- 


valuable Syſtem of ſacred and divine Philoſophy- H 
GosrEL. By which the HEAVENLY TEACHER 
is continually training up Millions of rational and im- 
mortal Creatures, for the true Perfection of their Na- 
ture; for the final Fruition of their GOD ; or, * 

Other 


I Acts xi. 47. 


„ 
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other Words, for a State of conſummate Happineſs, 
and everlaſting Glory.—In this School, may You and 
I be humble Students, and daily Proficients! While 
Others are ambitious of glittering Diſtinctions, and 
lounding Titles, may it be our higaett Aim, our 
greateſt Glory, to aniwer the Character of- BEHLIE V. 
Ens! By this Character, the ſupreme LORD of .. 
diſtinguiſhes his choſen People, and denominates the 
Heirs of Salvation.—'This Character ſtands faireſt in 
the Book of Lite, and brighteit in the Annals of Eter- 


nity.— This Character, however neglected or dileſteem- 


ed among Men, will be remembered and had in Ho- 
nour, when the pompous Names of Stateſman and Ge- 
nerali//imo are known no more. 

As Faith is of ſuch ſingular and extenſive Efficacy 
in genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have all 
our Meditations terminate on its glorious Object, and 
be calculated to izwigerate ſo benehcial a Principle. 
When We reflect on that ſtupendous Act, the Cre- 
ation of the World out of Nothing; let Us remem- 
ber, it is HIS Act, who obtained eternal Redemption for 
Us. When We contemplate that immenſe Theatre of 
Wonders, the Heavens and their ſhining Hoſts, let 
Us remember, that they are all HJS Works, who 
brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs for Us. -——-— Do We 
turn our Thoughts to the Ocean, that ſpacious and 


magnificent Canal, which covers more than half the 


Globe? It was formed by HIS Word, and is obedient 
to HIS Will, who loved Us and waſhed Us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, Do We take a View of the 
Earth, that grand and inexhauſtible Magazine, which 
furniſhes fuch a Multiplicity of Conveniencies, for fo 
many Millions of Creatures? It is all H!S Property, 
and wholly at HIS Diſpoſal, who emptied * Himself 
for our Sake, and had not where to lay his Head. 
For thus faith the inſpired Philoſopher ; thus faith the 
Oracle of Faith; Al Things were made BY Him, and 
FOR Him. | 

The great CREATOR has enriched this habitable 
Globe with a Proiuſion of Good. He has adorned it 


* Extvwoty £GuT0Y. Phil. ii. 7. 


Vor. II. O With 
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with a Variety, an Order, and a Beauty, which are 
perfectly charming. He has ennobled it with a Dig- 
nity, a Sublimity, and a Grandeur, which are at once 
delightful and aſtoniſhing. In all this, Reaſon cannot 
but diſcern a clear Manifeſtation of Power, a bright 
Diſplay of Wiſdom, and a tich Demonſtration of Be- 
nignity.—But will the CREATOR himſelt vouchſafe 
to be made Fleſh, on purpoie that He may obey and 
die for his guilty Creatures? This is what, neither 
the utmoſt Penetration of Men, nor the very ſuperior 
Intelligence of Angels, could ever have demonſtrated, 
diſcovered, or conceived. This exceeds whatever the 
Elements have produced, whatever the Sun has be- 
held, as much as the Extent and Magnificence of the 
planetary Syſtem exceed the Dimenſions and the Fur- 
niture of a Shepherd's Hut. To reveal this, is the bleſ- 
ſed Peculiarity of the Goſpel. To know this, is the 
diſtinguiſhing Prerogative of a Believer. To apply this, 
to dabell upon this, to connect this with all our Obſerva- 
tions of the Univerſe, ſhould be our favourite and ha- 
bitual Employ. This will improve Wonder into De- 
votion, and raiſe the Delights of Science into the Joy 
of Salvation. This will render every philoſophical 
Speculation a Strengthener of our Faith; and make 
the various Scenes of Nature, a Guide to Grace, and 
a Step to Glory.—When this is done, then all Things 
attain their proper End ; and as they are by CHRIST, 
ſo they are for CHRIST. 

But I forget myſelf, my Buſineſs, and my Promiſe. 
Lam to eſtabliſh the Point by inconteſtable Fact, not 
to embelliſh it by looſe Harangue. With Pleaſure 
[ addreſs myſelf to diſcharge my Obligation; and ex- 
emplify, in a very memorable Inſtance, the Power of 
Faith on religious Practice. From whence ſhall I 
fetch my Exemplification ? From the Memoirs of the 
indefatigable Apoſtle of the Gentiles? Here I find one, 
moſt conciſely, and at the ſame Time molt forcibly 
diſplayed. + | 


After theſe Things wwere ended, ſays the ſacred Hiſto- 
rian, Paul purpoſed in the Spirit, when He had paſſed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jeruſalem, ſay- 


ing, 
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ing, After I have been there, I muſt alſo ſee Rome. 
Who can obſerve, and not admire, this plain, unam- 
bitious Manner of relating a Series of the moſt digni- 
hed and ſucceſsful Labours ? Nothing in human Con- 
duct ever ſurpaſſed the Greatre/s of the one, and per- 
haps nothing in hiſtorical Compoſition ever equaled 
the Simplicity of the other.—St. Paul had already re- 
duced Epheſus and Aſia to the Obedience of C= RIST. 
He had already brought Macedonia and Achaia into 
Subjection to the Goſpel. He had long ago erected 
the Standard, and ſpread the Triumphs of Chriſtianity 
in the Regions of Arabia Leb as if He had hitherto 
atchieved nothing, He bends his Forces towards Je- 
ruſalem. Then He marks out Rome for the Seat of his 
ſpiritual Warfare. After this, He forms the ſame be- 
nehcent Deſign upon Spain; including, in his com- 
prehenſive Plan, the Metropolis and the Boundaries + 
of the World. The Univerſe is but juſt large enough 
to be the Scene of his Action; and He never ait- 
continues the charitable Campaign, but with the laſt 
Breath of his Life. 

Which of your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 
which of all the Heroes celebrated in Grecian or Roman 
Story, can vie with the Zeal and Magnanimity of this 
poor, mean 'Tent-maker ? So foor, that he was con- 
{trained to work with his own Hands, for a Morſel of 
Bread: ſo mean, that ſometimes He had ſcarcely 
Clothes to cover his Nakedneſs, and was frequently 
treated as the Offscouring of all Things. Notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Diſcouragements, what did He not 
attempt for the Honour of his MASTER, and the 
Good of his Fellow-creatures * He embarks in a Shal- 
lop ; He has neither Shield nor Spear; yet He pur- 
poſes to command the Ocean, and conquer the Globe, 
What Greatne/s of Soul was here. He expects J no- 


| Acts xix. 21. 
Þ+ Spain was then ſuppoſed 1o be the Boundary of the Weſtern, 
as the Ganges was reckoned the Extremity of the Eaftern World. 
Omnibus in Terris gue ſunt a Gadibus uſyue 
Auroram & Gangen, Juv, Sat. x. 
1 Acts xx. 23. 


O 2 thing 


* 
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" 


292 As PAS to THERON, Let. 11. 


thing but Poverty, Contempt, and Death; yet his 
Heart is big with the Hope of enriching, ennobling, 
and faving Ages and Generations. What Benevolence 
of Spirit was this! — Should you inquire, concerning 
this illuſtrious Champion of the Croſs; he were his 
potent Auxiliaries * None but the divine SPIRIT. -— 
What were his mighty Weapons? Nothing but the 
Word of Grace. — I hence proceeded his intrepid, his 
enterprizing, his all-conquering Reſolution ? Only 
from Faith, a lively Faith in JESUS CHRIST. 

This, I think, is a ſufficient Confirmation of my 
Doctrine. Nevertheleſs I have another Inſtance to 
produce. One that was exhibited in an Age, when 
the glorious Object of our Faith ſhone with dim Luſ- 
tre, and with diſtant Beams. Yet it may juſtly be ad- 
mired, and will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt in- 
lightened among the Chriſtian Saints. — To keep You 


no longer in Suſpence, the Caſe I mean, is that which. 


Moſes records, and the Apoſtle celebrates. By Faith 
Abraham, when he wwas tried, offered up Iſaac: and He 
that had received the Promiſes, offered up his only begotten 
Son - As this is ſo fingular an Example of the effica- 
cious and triumphant Operation of Faith ; unequaled 
in any Nation of the World, or under any Diſpenſa- 
tion of Religion; You will give me leave to dwell a 
little on ſome of its marvelous Circumſtances. 
Abraham was an eminent and dittinguiſhed Servant 


of the Moſt High GOD. Favoured with peculiar 


Manifeſtations of the Divine Will, and dignified with 


the honourable Title of his MAKER's Friend +. Yet 
even this Man, is haraſſed with a long Succeflion of 
Troubles; and, which was reckoned in thoſe Ages the 
moſt deplorable Calamity, goes childleſs 1. 


Long 


* Heb. xi. 17. + 2 Chron. xx. 7. TIfai. xli. 8. 

1 There was ſo much Gall in this Calamity, that it embittered 
every other Species of Happineſs. Viſited by this Affliction, the 
Patriarch could taſte no Joy in his late ſignal Victory; all his 
worldly Proſperity was infipid; and He ſeems to have been inca- 


pable of reliſhing any other Comfort: What wilt Tbeu give me, 


Jeeing I go child/eſs ? Gen. xv. 2. 


1 


A „ — — 17 Hr 
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Long He waits, worſhiping G OD with the moſt 
patient Refignation. At length, an Oracle from the 
LORD gives him Hope, gives him Aſſurance of a 
Son. Joyfully he receives the Promiſe, and reſts in 
humble Expectation of its Accompliſhment. —Several 
Years run their Rounds, but no pleaſing Infant prat- 
ties in his Arms, or is dandled upon his Knees. At 
lait, the Handmaid becomes pregnant. But what a 
Diſappointment was here ! This is the Son of the Bond- 
woman, not of the free. 

How afflicting the Caſe of this excellent Perſon ! 
His Kinsfolk and Acquaintance ſee their Olive-branches 
flouriſhing round about their Tables Even his un- 
godly Neighbours have Children at their Deſire, and 
leave the Reſidue of their Subſtance for their Babes. 
But Abraham, the Worſhiper of the ALMIGHTY, 
the Favourite of Heaven this Abraham is deſtitute 
of an Heir, to ſupport his Name, to propagate his Fa- 
mily, and inherit the Bleſſing. O the Straits! to 
which the Believer is ſometimes reduced! How does a 
ſovereign Providence try his Faith, as it were in a Fur- 
nace of Fire ! Not that it may be conſumed, but re- 
fined, and come forth with augmented Luſtre ; to the 
Praiſe of ever-faithful, all-ſufficient Grace. 

GOD is pleaſed to renew the Grant, and aſſure him 
more explicitly, 'That Sarah thall have a Son. But this 
Notice comes at a very late Period in Life; when Sa- 
rah is advanced in Years, and too old, according to the 
Courſe of Nature, to conceive. However, the pious 
Patriarch faggers not through Unbelief ; but hopes even 
againſt Hope ?—Is it improbable? Is it difficult? Nay, 
is it to all human Appearance impoſſible? So much the 
fitter for the Exertion, and ſo much the more proper 
for the Diſplay of Almighty Power. 

At laſt, the Gift, ſo earneſtly deſired, is vouchſafed. 
Sarah has a Child,—a Son,—an Iſaac. One who ſhould 
be a Source of Conſolation and Delight to his Parents: 
ſhould i their Mouth with Laughter F, and their Tongue 


Rom. iv. 18, 20. 


+ Pſal. cxxvi. 2. This is the Import of the Hebrezo Name 
Iſaac. 


O 3 with” 
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avith Toy. With tender Care, doubtleſs, this plea- 
{fant Plant is reared. Many Prayers are put up, for his 
long Lite, and great Happineſs. The fond Parents 
watch over him, as over the Apple of their own Eve. 
Their Life is bound up in the Life of the Lad. —He 
grows in Grace, 2s he grows in Stature. So amiable 
is his Temper, and fo engaging his Behaviour, as could 
not fail of endcaring him even to a Stranger; how much 
more to ſuch indufgent Parents, after ſo long a State 
of Barrenneſs, and io many Expectations ſo frequently 
fruſtrated, 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy Sire; and flatter ourſelves, that his Tribula- 
tions have an End. That the Storms which ruffled 
the Noon of Life, are blow n over; and the Evening 
of his Age is becoming calm and ſerene. Let not Him 
that girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt Himſelf, as He that 
putteth it off f. Our Warfare on Earth is never accom- 
pliſhed, till We bow our Head, and give up the ghoſt. 


The mot afflictive Cirenmiiaace of all is ſtill behind. 


GOD, the ſupreme and uncontroulable G O D, de- 
mands the Child. Tis the divine Will, that He 
make his Exit, juſt as He arrives at Manhood. 
« Abraham, where now are all thy pleaſing Proſpects? 
« How often didſt Thou ſay, in thy fond delighted 
« Heart; This ſame ſhall comfort Us concerning our Trou- 
« ble +? Many have been my Sorrows ; but this Child 
« ſhall dry up my Tears, and bring me to my Grave in 
6 Pace.” Alas ! This lovely Flower is to be cut down 
« in its earlieſt fulleſt Bloom, All thy ſhining Hopes 

« are overcaſt in a Moment.” | 
Abraham * ; ſays GOD— 4braham knows the Voice. 
He had often heard it with a "Tranſport of Pleaſure, — 
_ LORD, 


+ 1 Kings xx. 11. t Gen. v. 29. 

The Sentence, with Which the inſpired Hiſtorian introduces 
this affecting Narrative, is unhappily tranſlated in our Bibles ; 
ar NR MD) GOD did rempe Abrabam.—This Expreſ- 
ſion ſeerns, more than ſeems to cliſh with the Doctrine of St. 
James, chap. i. ver. 13. And cannot but ſound harſh to thoſe Ears, 
which have been accuſtomed to underſtand by Tempter and Tempe- 
ing, Per ſons utterly odious, and Practices extremely pernicious, 


— Wher cas, : 
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LORD, declare thy Will. I am all Attention, and all 
Obedience.——But was He not ſtartled? Was He not 
horribly amazed? When, inſtead of ſome renewed Ex- 
preſſion of the Divine Favour, He received the fol- 
lowing Orders. Take now thy Son—thy only Son— Iſaac 
—wwhom T hou loweſt —and get Thee into the Land of Mo- 
riah, and cffer Him there for a Burnt-Offering, upon one 
of the Mountains which I will tell Thee of F Was ever 
Meſſage fo alarming? Each Word more piercing to 
parental Ears, than the keeneſt Dagger to the Heart. 
Every Clauſe brings an additional Load of Miſery; till 
the whole Command (wells into the moſt accumulated 
and aggravated Woe. 

Abraham, take thy Son. — Who, but Abraham, could 
have forbore remonſtrating, and pleading on ſuch an 
Occaſion ? Ananias, being charged with a Commiſſion 
to Saul the Perſecutor, takes upon him to argue the 
Caſe with his Almighty SOVEREIGN. LORD, I 
have heard by Many concerning this Man, how much Exil 
He hath done to thy Saints at Feruſalem ; and here He hath 
Authority from the chief Prieſts, to bind All that call upon 
thy Name 1. Sure, it can never be ſafe or expedient, 
to preſent myſelf voluntarily before Him ; who came | 
hither breathing out Threatenings and Slaughter againſt bs 
me. What is this, but to court Danger; and run, with F1 
open Eyes, into Ruin? - Thus Ananias: and with how 
much greater Appearance of Reaſon might Abraham 
have replied ? 

LORD, Shall J loſe my Child? Loſe Him, almoſt 
as ſoon as I have received Him? Didſt Thou give 
Him, only to tantalize thy Servant? Remember, 
66 gow GOD, the Name He bears. How ſhall 
„He anſwer its chearing Import? How ſhall He be a 
« Source of Satisfaction to his Parents, or the Father 


— Whereas, the true and natural Signification of the Original is, 
He tried or explored, GOD ſounded the Depth, and meaſured 
the Height of his Servant's Faith; in order to erect an everlaſting 
Monument of the victorious Efficacy of this divine Principle; and 
—_— an illuſtrious Pattern to all them, who ſhould hereafter 
clieve, | 


+ Gen. xxii. 2. 1 AQts ix. 14. 
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«« of many Nations, if Thou takeſt Him away in the 
„ midſt of his Days. 

If Sin lies at the Door, let me exfiate the Guilt. 
Let thouſands of Rams, let every Bullock in my 
*« Stalls, bleed at thy Altar. My Wealth, bleſſed 
* LORD, and all my Goods, are nothing in compart- 
*« ſon of my //aac. Command me to beg my Bread, 
to be tiript of all my Poſſeſſions, and I will bleſs 
«« thy holy Name. Only let my Child, my dear 
Child be ſpared. 

Or if nothing will appeaſe thy Indignation but 
“human Blood, let my Death be the Sacrifice. Upon 
me be the Vengeance. I am old and grey-headcd. 
The beſt of my Days are paſt, and the beſt of my 
Services done. If this tottering Wall tumbles, there 
« will be little or no Cauſe for Regret But, if the 
« Pillar of my Houſe, and the Foundation of my 
Hopes If He be ſnatched from me, how ſhall I 
«« ſupport Life? Or what Good will my Life do me? 
« O my Son! my Son! Would GOD I might die for 
at fa | 

_ « If it muſt be a blooming Youth, in the prime of 
« his Strength, be pleaſed, moſt merciful GOD, to 
« fetch it from ſome fruitful Family. There are thoſe 
« who abound in Children. Children are multiplied 
«« unto them, and though many were removed, yet 
« would their Table be full. There are thoſe, who 
“ have Flocks and Herds; whereas, I have only this 
« one little Lamb + ; the Solace of my Soul, and the 
Stay of my declining Years. And ſhall zhis be taken 
« away, while all ho/e are left?“ 

Yes, Abraham ; it is thy Son, and not Another's, 
that is marked out for the Victim. What Dittreſs, 
had He not been ſupported by Faith, what exquiſite 
Diſtreſs muſt have overwhelmed this affectionate Pa- 
rent! How could He refrain from crying out, and 
with a Flood of "Tears ? If the Decree cannot 
« be reverſed ; if it muſt be the Fruit of my own Bo- 
« dy; O! that J#mael, the Son of the Hand-maid 
" How ſhall I ſpeak it? My Heart bleeds at the 

Thought; 


® 2 Sam, xvili. 33. + 2 Sam. xii. 3. 
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Thought; at the Thought even of his expiring 
* Agonies, and untimely Death. But as for 1/aac, the 
*« Son of my beloved Spouſe, the Son of my old Age, 
„ the Crown of all my Labours—1 ſhall never ſurvive 
'* ſuch a Loſs. The Blow that goes to his Heart, muſt 
„be fatal to Us both. 

Vet, if He ft die, and there is no Remedy; 
«« moy He not at leaſt expire by a natural Diſſolution ? 
May not ſome common Diſtemper unlooſe the Cords 
*« of Life, and lay Him down gently in the Tomb? 
May not his fond Mother and myſelf ſeal his cloſing 
Eyes, and ſoften his dying Pangs by our tender Of- 
* fices?” No, Abraham. Thy Son muſt be laugh 
tered on the Altar. He ſhall have no other Bed of 
Death, than the Pile of hewn Wood; no other Wind- 
ing-ſheet, than his own clotted Blood. The facrific- 
ing Knife, and not any common Diſeaſe, ſhall bring 
Him to his End.—And think not to ſatisfy thy ſorrow- 
ing Fondneſs, by paying Him the laſt Honours of a 
decent Interment. It is the LORD's Will that He be 
conſumed to Aſhes, and made a Burnt-offering. So that 
nothing ſhall remain, to be preſerved, or embalmed. 
It thall not be in thy Power to ſooth thy Grief, by re- 
ſorting to his Grave, and weeping at his Sepulchre, and 
ſaying, Here lies Iſaac. 

« But if all muſt be executed; GOD grant, theſe 
Eyes may never behold the diſmal Tragedy! If my 
* {aac muſt be bound Hand and Foot for the Slaugh- 
„ ter; if He muſt receive the Steel into his Boſom; 
and welter in his own innocent Blood; Heaven for- 
** bid, that I ſhould behold fo killing a Spectacle.“ 

Even this Mitigation cannot be granted. Thou muſt 
not only be an Eye-witneſs of his Agony, but be the 
E xecutioner of thy Iſaac. Thy Hands muſt lift the 
deadly Weapon; thy Hands muſt point it to the be- 
loved Breaſt; tby own Hands muſt urge its Way, thro' 
the guſhing Veins, and ſhivering Fleſh, till it be plung- 
ed in the throbbing Heart. GOD will not permit the 
Work to be done by Another. The Father, the Fa- 
ther muſt be the Butcher. 
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Is not the wretched Father ſtunned and thunder- 
truck ? Does He not ſtand fixed in Horror, and ſpeech- 
leſs with Grief. What Words can be mournful enough 
to expreſs his Sorrows ?—Unheard-of Action! Nature 
recoils at the dreadful Deed. How ſhall He anſwer it 
to the Wife of his Boſom, the Mother of the lovely 
Youth ?—How can He ſuſtify it to the World? They 
will never be perſuaded, that the GOD of Goodneſs 
can delight in Cruelty, or authorize fo horrid a Deed. 
— Will they not take up a taunting Proverb, and fay at 
every Turn? © There goes the Man, the Monſter ra- 
* ther, that has imbrued his Hands in his own Son's 
* Blood! This is He that pretends to Piety ; and yet 
* could be fo ſavage, as to aſſaſſinate, cooly and deli- 
„ berately aſſaſſinate a good, a duteous, an only Child!“ 
Might not "Thouſands of ſuch Reflections croud into 
his Thoughts, and rack his very Soul? 

But GOD is unchangeable. Poſitive is his Word, 
and muſt be obeyed. Obeyed immediately too. Take 
now thy Son. The LORD's Command requireth Speed. 
No Time is to be loſt, in bidding Adieu to his Rela- 
tions, or in fruitleſs Supplications for revoking the 
Doom. —Nay, chearfully as well as inſtantly muſt this 


Command be fulfilled. The great JEHOVAH ex- 


pets Alacrity in his Service. — Prodigious Tryal in- 
deed! Yet not too great for a Faith, which the Divine 
SPIRIT infuſes, and the Divine SPIRIT ſuſtains. 
The Patriarch knew full well, that Obedience is no 
Obedience, unleſs it be willing and chearful. There- 


fore He conſults not with Fleſh and Blood. He is deaf 


to the Arguings of carnal Reaſon, and regards not the 
Yearnings of paternal Affection. Without a murmur- 
ing Word, without a Moment's Delay *, He ſets out 
upon his Journey. Not ſo much as betraying the leaſt 
Uncaſineſe, to alarm his Wife; not heaving the leaſt 
Sigh, to ſurpriſe his Attendants. And canſt Thou 
Abraham, canſt Thou perſiſt in thy Purpoſe? Can thy 
Heart firmly reſolve, can thy Hand ſteadily execute, 
this inexpreſſbly ſevere "Taſk ? Moſt triumphant Faith 
indeed! Deſervedly art ' hou ſtyled, The Father of the 

Faith- 


For it is written, He aroſe early in the Morning, Ver, 3. 
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Faithful *, Thy Faith is ſtronger than all the Ties of 
Affection; ſtronger than all the Pleas of Nature, or all 
the Terrors of Death——even of a Death, in its Cir- 
cumſtances, far more dreadful than thy own. | 

On the third Day, Abraham lifted up his Eyes, and be 
held afar off the appointed Place, His Servants are or- 
dered to keep their Diſtance ; while Himſelf, with the 
Fire and the Knife in his Hands, and his Son with the 
Burden of Wood on his Shoulders, proceed on their 
Way, and aſcend the Mountain. Mean while the 
intended Victim, wondering to fee all theſe Prepara- 
tions made, and no proper Animal near, aſks this per- 
tinent Queſtion ; My Father, behold the Fire and the 
Word But where is the Lamb for a Burnt-offering ?— 
Sure, this endearing Speech, which diſcovered ſuch a 
Knowledge of Religion, and ſuch a Concern for its 
Duties, mult rouſe the Father's Anguiſh, and ſhake his 
Reſolution. How can He be the Death of ſo much In- 
nocence, and ſo much Piety ? 

Faith overcomes all Difficulties, Unmoved and in- 
flexible, the Prophet replies; GOD ail provide Him- 
ſelf a Lamb for a Burnt-offering, my Son. Methinks, I 
ſhudder, as We draw near the direful Cataſtrophe. 
The Altar is built: the Wood laid in Order: all Things 
are prepared for the ſolemn Sacrifice. And now the 
Father addreſſes Himſelf to the fatal Buſineſs. —It does 
not appear, that the dutiful and pious Youth refed or 
gainſayed. He had Strength enough to oppoſe, and 
Speed enough to eſcape . But ſince his CREATOR 
called, He was content to go. Nevertheleſs, that the 
Work of Deſtiny might be ſure, and no one Cir- 
cumſtance relating to a Sacrifice omitted, Abraham 
binds his Son. 

I have known a ſtubborn Malefactor, quite unalarm- 
ed, when ſentenced to the ignominious Tree; not at 
all impreſſed, with all the Repreſentations of eternal 


Judg- 


* Rom. iv. 18. 

+ According to the Account of Joſephus, Iſaac was, when He 
offered Himſelf to the Slaughter, about twenty five Years old, 
Others think, his Age was thirty three; which makes Hun more 
Exactly reſemble his ſuffering LORD. 
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ment; yet, When a Perſon came to meaſure Him for 
his Coffin, the hardened Wretch was hard no longer. 
He ſtarted; turned pale; and trembled in every Joint. 
Even ſuch a Circumſtance makes no Change in 
Abraham. With Death at his Side, with Death full 
in his View, He is ſtill the ſame. He meaſures his 
Jſaac; meaſures thoſe Limbs, which He had ſo fre- 


quently and ſo tenderly careſſed ; and if not for the 


Coffin, yet for immediate Slaughter. Having bound 
Him, He /ays Him upon the altar on the Mood. There, 
now, lies Abraham's Joy; Sarah's Delight; the Heir 
of the Promiſes. There He lies, all meek and reſigned, 
expecting every Moment the Stroke to fall. —O Parents! 
Parents! Do not your Bowels yearn ? Is not Humanity 
itſelf diſtreſſed at the Scene? What Heart can forbear 
relenting? Say, Thou who art a Father, whaf thinkeſt 


Thou of Abraham's Obedience? Couldſt Thou have 


acted ſuch a Part ?—See the Father unſheaths the mur- 
dering Blade; makes bare the innocent Boſom ; and 
marks the Place, where Life may find the ſpeedieſt 
Exit. His Heart is fixed! He ſtretches forth his Hand; 
and now, even now is aiming the mortal Blow 
When—rejoice O ye Worſhipers of a gracious GOD ! 
Break forth into ſinging, Ye that are in Pain for the 
tried Parent! The LORD Almighty interpoſes, in this 
Article of extreme Need“. The Angel of the Cove- 
nant ſpeaks from Heaven, and with-holds the willing 
Hand, in the very Act to ſtrike. GOD, who only 
intended to manifeſt his Faith, and make it AG 3 

bids 


* Upon this moſt ſeaſonable Interpoſition, the inſpired Hittorian 
makes a very judicious and edifying Remark. Which ſeems to be 
greatly obſcured, if not intirely ſpoiled by our Tranſlation; In the 
Mcunt of the LORD it fhail be feen, I muſt conſeſs, I have always 
been puzzled to find, not only a pertinent Senſe, but any Senſe at 
ail, in theſe Words, Whereas, the Original is as clear in its Sig- 
nification, as it is appoſite to the Purpoſe —FTRY 57 NN 
In the Mount the Lord will le ſeen, q. d. This memorable Event 
gave rite to, at leaſt is an eminent Exemplification of, that prover- 
bla! Expreſſion, which is commonly uſed at this Day. In the 
Mount ot Difficulty, or in the very Crifis of Need, when Matters 
ſeem to be irretrievable and deſperate, then the LORD appears as a 
pretent Help, Man's Extremity is GOD's Opportunity, See Gin, 
xxii. 14. 
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bids Him deſiſt. GOD applauds his Obedience; 
ſubſtitutes another Sacrifice in Jaac's ſtead ; renews 
his Covenant with the Father; and not only reprieves 
the Life of the Son, but promiſes Him a numerous and 
illuſtrious Iſſue. - Promiſes to make Him the Progenitor 
of the MESSIAH, and thereby a public Bleſſing to all 
the Nations of the Earth. 

Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing Effort of Obedience? Such a perfect Prodigy 
of Reſignation? Yet THIS HATH FAITH DONE “. 
If you ſhould aſk, How was it poſſible for Abraham 
to perform all this, in the Manner deſcribed ? The 
Anſwer is, obvious. Becauſe Abraham believed; Abra- 
ham had Faith ; or, in other Words, was fully perſuad- 
ed, that the GOD, who had given Him this Son from 
the barren Womb, was able to raiſe Him again from 
the ſmoking + Aſhes. As the ſame GOD, who re- 
quired this Sacrifice, had expreſly declared, In 1/aac 
ſhall thy Seed be called; the Patriarch doubted not, but 
in a Way known to infinite Wiſdom, he would cer- 

tainly 


* Heb. xi. 17. By Faith, Abrabam, when He wat tried offered 
1% T/aac—The Faith, of which ſuch glorious Things are ſpoken, to 
which ſuch admirable Atchievements are aſcribed, throughout this 
whole Chapter, was a Faith in the Seed of the Woman, the pro- 
miſed MESSIAH —Or, could it be demonſtrated (which I take 
for granted, is impoſſible) that, in all theſe heroic Inftances of 
Obedience, fo nobly deſcribed by the eloquent Apoſtle, there was 
no believing Regard to CHRIST; no Apprehenſion of his unſpeak- 
able Love; no Application of his tranſcendent Merits; our Argu- 
ment would not loſe its Force, but ſtrike with redoubled Energy, 
For, if a Belief in very inferior Manifefations of the divine Good- 
nels, Faithfulneſs, and Power, wrought ſo efficaciouſly on thoſe 
antient Worthies; how much more viQtoriouſly muſt the ſame 
Principle act, under far brighter Diſplays of all the ſupreme Per- 
ſections, in the Perſon of FESUS CHRIST !—1 would only add, 
that ſo long as this Chapter remains in the Bible, it will ſarniſh an 
unanſwerable Confutation of thoſe Objections, which ſuppoſe the 
Doctrine of Faith to have an unkindly Influence on religious or vir- 
tuous Practice. Againſt all ſuch Cavils, t vill tand faſt for evermare 
as the Mon, and as the faithful Witneſs in Heaven. 

+ He ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but the im- 
mediate Reſtoration of his flain Son, That he would be revived on 
the very Spot; before He left the Place; ſo as to accompany his 
Return. For, he ſays to his Servants, not J, but We will go, aud 
vorſhip, and return. NAW Ver. 5. 
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tainly accompliſh the Promiſe. Hence he made no 
Diſpute, and felt no Reluctance. His Faith baniſhed 
every uneaſy Apprehenſion, and neither Fear nor 
Sorrow had place in his Breaſt. By Faith He was 
enabled, ſpeedily and chearfully, without ſo much as 

a parting Tear , to obey this unparalleled Precept. 
And if all this, which would otherwiſe have been 
utterly impracticable, was wrought by Faith; You need 
not ſuſpect, of Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, lo approved 
a Principle. Far from enervating, it will invigorate 
every good Diſpoſition ; and inſtead of damping, will 
ive lite to every religious Duty, —Cheriſh Faith, and 
Vow will of courſe cultivate Obedience. Water this 
Root, and the Branches of univerſal Godlineſs will aſ- 
ſuredly partake the beneficial Effects; will ſpread their 
Honours, and bring forth their Fruits. Through 
a the 


+ This Account is ſo very extraordinary, that I ſhall not be 
ſurpriſed, if the Reader finds ſome Difficulty in giving his Aſſent to 
it. Eſpecially, as He may have accuſtomed Himſelf to form very 
different Conceptions of this remarkable Affair; and may pofſibly 
be confirmed in a different Train of Ideas, by ſeeing a Repreſenta- 
tion of the Story in a celebrated Print, Where the Father appears, 
claſping his Son in a tender Embrace; bedewing Him with his 
Tears; and ſuffering as much through Grief, as the devoted Youth 
is going to fuffer by the Knife. But the Engraver, I apprehend, 
had not ſo attentively conſidered the Circumſtances of the ſacred 
Narrative, nor ſo carefully compared them with other Paſſages of 
Scripture, as a judicious, ingenious, and worthy Friend of mine, 
From whom I learnt to conſider this wonderful Tranſaction in the 
above repreſented View. And I muſt confeſs, the more I revolve it 
in my Mind, the more I am convinced of its Propriety. 

I flatter myſelf, the Reader will be of the ſame Opinion, if he 
pleaſes to conſult the Tenth Chapter of Levititus. Where Nadab 
and Abilu, the Sons of Aaren, are devoured by Fire from before 
the LORD. Vet Aaron is not allowed to mourn, even at ſuch a 
terrible and affliftive Viſitation. And when, through the Frailty 
of human Nature, He could not wholly refrain, He durſt not pre- 
ſurne to eat of the Sin- offering. Such Things, ſays He, have be- 
fallen me, if I had eaten of the Sin-effering, ſhould it bave been ac- 
cepted in the Sig it of the LORD Let me add, that we find not 
the leaſt Indication of ſuch azonzimng Sorrow, nor indeed of #rny 
Sorrow at all, in the Hiſtory as related by Meſes. Neither could 
Abraham: have been a proper Type of the eternal FATHER, mak- 
ing his on'y begotten SON a Sacrifice for Sin, if he had not offered 
Him wriiingly. And indeed to offer chearfully, ſeems to have been 
abſolutely neccliary in every acceptable Oblation, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
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the Power of Faith, the Saints have wrought Righte- 
ouſneſs, in all its magnanimous and heroic Acts. 
The Doctrine of Faith, is called by St. Paul, 4 Doc- 
trine according to God#neſs F ; exquiſitely contrived to 
anſwer all the Ends, and ſecure every Intereſt of real 
Piety. The Grace of Faith St. Jude ſtyles, Our moſt 
holy Faith ; intimating, that it is not only productive 
of Holineſs, but that the moſt refined and exalted Holi- 
neſs ariſes from this Stock. X 

Let Us then be diligent to obtain, and careful to in- 
creaſe, Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Let Us maintain 
the ſame zealous Sollicitude for this leading capital 
Grace, as the renowned Epaminondas expreſſed for his 
Shield. When that gallant General was, in an Engage- 
ment with the Enemy, ſtruck to the Ground ; his Sol- 
diers carried him off, breathleſs and fainting, to his 
Tent. The very Moment he opened his Eyes, and 
recovered the Uſe of Speech, He aſked—not whether 
his Wound was mortal? not whether his Troops were 
routed ? But whether his Shield was ſafe ? May We 
be enabled, my dear Friend, to keep our Shield ſafe ! 
May We be ſtrong, be ſteady, be lively in Faith? 
Then, I doubt not, We ſhall give Glory to GOD, 
receive Comfort to Ourſelves, and abound in the 
Works of the LORD, 

Nothing can be more pertinent to our Purpoſe, than 
the Apoſtle's Prayer; That You may know what is the 
Hope of your Calling in CHRIST JESUS, and what is 
the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to themward who be- 
_ OR nothing can be more expre/ive of the very 

oul 0 


Your affectionate 


AsPas10, 


+ 1 Tim. vi. 3. 1 Jude 20. 
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T is very probable, while I am reading yours, You 
are peruſing mine. But how unlike is my Friend 
to the Repreſentation He receives! How unlike the ſa- 
tisfied, unſuſpecting, chearful Abraham ! Why this de- 
jeated Air in your Temper? Why thoſe perfive Strokes 


in your Letter? — Let me anticipate your Reply, and 


make Anſwer to myſelf. — This Gloom, I truſt, is a 
Sign of approaching Day. Juſt before the Morning 
Dawn, the nocturnal Darkneſs is blackeſt. And juſt 
before the Appearance of the SUN OF RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS, the Penitent's Diſtreſs is frequently the 
deepeft. I promiſe myſelf, the Hour is at Hand, which 
will put off your Sackcloth, and gird You with Gladneſs. 
Another favourable Preſage is, That You take the 
direct and certain Way, to obtain ſubſtantial Comfort. 
The Righteouſneſs of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
after which, You inquire, about which You are ſolli- 
citous, is a never-failing Spring of Conſolation. Be- 
cauſe it acquits from all Sin; ſecures from all Condem- 
nation; and renders the Believer unblameable and un- 
reprovable in the Sight of GO D. Therefore ſays the 
HOLY GHOST), Eis Name is as Ointment foured 


forth *: even that divinely precious Name—by which 


He has been celebrated in the preceding Epiſtles; by 
which He is diſtinguiſhed in the Scriptures of Truth; 
by which, I hope, He will be more nd more revealed 
in my Theron's Mind. — THE LORD OUR RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. The Diſcovery of Him under this 
moſt amiable and glorious Capacity, will indeed be like 


break- 


Cant. i: z. 
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breaking open a Vial of the richeſt Unguents. Which 
not only fill the Room, and regale the Senſe, with 
their delightful Fragrance; but refreſh the Spirits, and 
rejoice the very r e e my Writing, or my Diſ- 
courſe, be as the Alabaſter-box to contain, to convey, and 
preſent theſe reviving Odours; how highly ſhould I 
think myſelf honoured, and how fignally my Endea- 
yours bleſſed! 

You aſk, © How this Righteouſneſs of the Divine 
* REDEEMER becomes ours?“ —It is a . pg 
which I receive with the utmoſt Pleaſure; and, with 
equal Pleaſure, ſhall attempt an Anſwer. Or rather, 
as the SPIRIT of our GOD prompted the firſt, may 
the ſame unerring Guide ſuggeſt the laſt !\—This He 
has abundantly done by his Prophets and Apoſties. So 
that I need only have Recourſe to their Writings, and 
collect ſome of the Hints, which lie treaſured up in 
thoſe Storehouſes of Wiſdom. 

There We are often told of Union with CHRIST. 
Believers are ſaid to be i» CHRIST, and to be one 
with CHRIST.—What is ſtill higher, and implies a 
| agg Degree of Nearneſs, They are Members of his 

ody, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones. ——And, which 
denotes the moſt intimate Connection imaginable, They 
that are joined to the LORD JESUS, are one Spirit 
with Him!—As theſe Expreſſions appear dark, and 
their Senſe lies deep, it has pleaſed our all-condeſcend- 
ing INSTRUCTOR to illuſtrate them, by a Variety 
of ſignificant Types, and lively Similitudes. This Re- 
mark very opportunely reminds me of an Engagement, 
which, ſome Time ago, I undertook to execute, but 
have hitherto, omitted To make it evident, that 
the bleſſed Doctrine, for which We have been plead- 
ing, is deducible from ſeveral ſcriptural Images. A ſhort 
Deſcant upon ſome of the principal, will, I hope, at 
once diſcharge my former Obligation, and ſatisfy your 
preſent Inquiry. 

This was ſhadowed forth by the coſtly, odorife- 
rous, flowing Unguent, which was poured upon Aa- 
ron's Head ; and ran down upon his Beard, and deſcended 

| is 
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to the Skirts * of his Clothing. So, the Merits of our 
great HIGH-PRIES'T are derived down to all the 
Faithful ; even thoſe of the meaneſt Station in Life, 
and the loweſt Attainments in Religion. 

Was it not typefied by that inſtructive Viſion, which 
the Prophet Zechariah ſaw ? I hade /ooked, and behold ! 
A Candleflick all of Gold, with a Bowl upon the Top 


of it, and his ſeven Lamps, thereon, and ſeven Pipes to 


the ſeven Lamps, which were upon the Top thereof: And 
two Olive-trees by it, one upon the right Side of the Bowl, 
and the other upon the left Side thereof; which, through 
two golden Pipes empty the golden Oil out of themſetves . 
Ihe Bowls and the Lamps were a proper Emblem of 
Believers: who are, by Nature, dry Veſſels, and deſ- 
titute of all Good; yet ſhould ſhine as Lights, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation. The 
Oliwe- trees, arrayed in Verdure, and abounding with 
Sap; always emptying themſelves, yet ever full; are 
a very juſt Repreſentation of CHRIST, of his un- 
changeable Love, and his inexhauſtible Grace. 
The golden Pipes, through which the Olive-branches 
tranſmit their Oil, ſeem to be figurative of Faith, in 
its various and repeated Actings. By means of which, 
the unſpeakable Benefits of a REDEEMER are 
communicated to our Souls, and repleniſh theſe empty 
Baſons. 

Another Type the Apoſtle mentions. The „rt 
Adam, He ſays, was a Figure of Him that was to 
come. So eminent a Figure, and correſponding in 
ſo many Inſtances, that He ſtyles our LORD ZFESUS 
the laſt Adam]. And why? Becauſe like the firſt, He 

was 

* Pal. cxxxiii. 2, What We render Shirts, is, in the Original, 


VIMTD 'D The Mautb, or, as the Word is tranſlated (Fob xxx. 
18.) The Collar of his Garments, It is hardly ſuppoſeable, that 
the conlecrating Oil flowed down to the very Bottom of the ſacer- 
dotal Veſlments. But it might probably reach the upper Hem, 
or the Opening round the Neck; what the Greeks call Weptcopuroy 
and wepipaxrno—"This Senſe will ſufficiently preſerve the Gra- 
dation; The Head; the Beard; the Cliorbes, Which ſeem to 
denote CHRIST, his more advanced Saints, and Believers of a 
lower Clals. + Zechar iv. 2, 3, 12, 

1 Rom. v. 14. || 2 Cor. xv. 45. 
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was a Covenant-head to his People, and tranſacted in 
their Stead. Inſomuch, that what He did, and what 
He ſuffered, is placed to their Account. Is Adam's 
Sin imputed to all his natural Offspring? 80 is 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs to all his ſpiritual Seed. 
'The Conſequences of both, render the Doctrine more 
plain, and the Truth more undeniable. All Men are 
judged, condemned, dead *; doomed inevitably to the 
Death of the Body, and juſtly liable to the Death of 
the Soul, on the Score of Adam's Tranſgreſſion. All 
Believers are acquitted, juſtified, ſaved + ; ſaved from 
the firſt Death, and made Heirs of the Reſurrection; 
ſaved from the ſecond Death, and intitled to Lite eter- 
nal; by virtue of CHRIST's Obedience. 

This Union with CHRIST, was not only prefigured 
by Types, but is diſplayed by a Variety of Similitudes, 
taken from the moſt familiar Occurrences of Life. 
By which it appears, that our Divine MASTER 
would have Us live under the habitua/ Belief of this 
momentuous Truth, and in the conſtant Enjoyment of 
this diſtinguiſhed Privilege. You cannot viſit a 
Friend, or view your Children; You cannot enter 
your Garden, diſcourſe with your Spouſe, or contem- 
plate your own Body, without a Repreſentation and a 
Remembrancer of this precious Bleſſing 

CHRIST fays to his Diſciples, Henceforth I call You 
not Servants but Friends I. Friends are a ſecond Self ||. 
St. Paul, (peaking of Onefimus, uſes this remarkable 
Phraſe, Receive Him, as Myſelf; and which is till 
more emphatical, Receive him, that is mine own Bowels F. 
CARIST's Friendſhip muſt aſſuredly be of the moſt 
tender and exalted Kind. It muſt be equal, it muſt 
be infinitely ſuperior, to Tonathan's. Jonathan 
loved David as his own Soul But CHRIST loved 
Sinners with a Love ſtronger than Death. They were 
dearer to Him than. his own ineſtimable Lite. 
Jonathan expoſed Himſelf to imminent Danger, in 
vindicating Davids Conduct. FESUS ſurrendered 


himſelf 
* Rom.v.15, 16, Rom. v. 19, 21. t John xv. 15. 
Horace calls Virgil, Anime Dimidium mee, $ Philem, 


13 17. 


I Luke xv. 31. 
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himſelf to certain Death, in making Reconciliation for 
our Offences. —— Jonathan interceded once and again 
with his Father in Dawid's Behalf. CHRIST ever 
liveth to make Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors.— Jona- 
than ripped Himſelf of the Robe that was upon Him, 
and gave it to David, and his Garment, even to his 
Sword, and his Bow, and his Girdle *. Our REDEE- 
MER, without ftripping Himſelf, has clothed Us 
(fuch is the Prerogative of a Divine Perſon!) with the 
Robe of his Righteouſneſs, and with the Garment of 
his Salvation. He has conſigned over to Us all the 
Merit of his holy Life and propitiatory Death. 

CHRIST ſtands related to his People, not as a 
Friend only, but as a Parent. He is called by a Pro- 
phet, THE EVERLASTING FATHER +; and 
We are ſaid, by an Apoſtle, to be his Children J. 
Children look upon themſelves, as intereſted in the 
Wealth of their Parents. They expect, and not 
without reaſonable Ground, to reap Benefit from it, 
while the Parents live; and to become Poſſeſſors of 
it, when they die. Accordingly the Father fays in the 
Goſpel ; Son, all that I have is thine||. Since the 
high and holy IMMANUEL vouchſafes to be our 
FATHER, can we ſuppoſe Him leſs generous than 
an earthly Parent? Or that his Children ſhall have 
lefs to hope, than the Heirs of an earthly Progenitor ? 
Doubtleſs, We may, We ought to regard all his com- 
municable Goods, all the Benefits reſulting from his 
meritorious Sufferings and perfect Obedience, as our 
Portion.— Eſpecially, ſince He is the Te/ater F alſo; 
has bequeathed them to Us by Will; and, having ſub- 
mitted to Death, they become legally ours. 

J am the Vine, ſays our LORD, Je are the Branches. 
They that believe, are ingrafted into CHRIST. 
Take Notice of a Cyon. What are the Conſequen- 
ces of its Ingraſture? It is embodied with the Sub- 
ſtance of the Tree, and partakes of its Fatneſs. The 
Sap attracted by the Root, circulates into it; gives it 
vegetable Life ; fills it with Buds, decks it with Bloſ- 

ſoms, 
1 Heb. ii. 13 
J John xv. 5. 


+ Lai. vi. 9. 
8 Hb. ix. 16. 


1 Sam. xvili. 4. 
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ſoms, and loads it with Fruit. If then we are one 
with CHRIST, as much as the Branch is one with the 
Stock, it mult follow, even upon the Principles of 
common Experience, that his Wiſdom is ours, to in- 
lighten Us; his Righteouſneſs is ours, to juſtify Us; 
his Spirit is ours, to ſanctify Us; his Redemption is 
ours, to make Us completely and eternally happy. 

CHRIST is united to his People by a Tie, clofer and 
dearer than the parental. They are not only his Chil- 
dren, but his Spouſe. He is often called their Bride- 
groom, and is not aſhamed to avow the tender En— 
agement: I awill betr5/h Thee to Me for ever; yea, 1 
will betroth Thee unto me in Righteouſneſs, and in Judg- 
ment, and in Lowing-kindneſs, and in Mercies, I awill 
even betroth Thee unto Me in Faithfulneſs *. The con- 
deſcending GOD multiplies, diverſifies, accumulates 
his Words. And this, with admirable Propriety, as 
well as ſurpaſſing Goodneſs. The Honour is fo high, 
and the Favour ſo great, We ſhould hardly know how 
to believe it, and hardly venture to apply it. Leſt 
therefore, by a ſingle Expreſſion, it ſhould not be ſuf- 
ficiently eſtabliſhed, it ſtands ratified by repeated Aſſe- 
verations, and with all the Energy of Language. So 
that, be the Grace ever fo aſtoniſhing, We are aſſured, 
the Fact is equally certain; He that is our MAKER, 
is alſo ow HUSBAND . 

Let Us conſider what follows, upon ſuch an Union. 
We may take for an Example, the Caſe of Boaz and 
Ruth. Soon as their Nuptials were folemnized, ſhe 
that was poor, became rich: from a Gleaner in the 
Field, ſhe commenced Miftreſs of the Harveſt: and, 
from abiding by the Maidens, had a Seat at the Maſ- 
ter's Table. And if we are united to CHRIST by a 
Marriage Contract, the ſame Effects will take place. 
We that were poor, are rich in Him. We, who had 
Nothing, poſſeſs all Things in CHRIST. We that 
dwell in Duſt, are made 0 ſit together with our divine 
HUSBAND in heavenly Places 4. 

If you chooſe ſome modern Exemplification, what 

can 
® Hoſ. xi. 19, 20, T Ifai. liv. 9. 1 Eph. ii. 6. 
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can be more pertinent, than the remarkable Inſtance 
of your Neighbour Arietta? She was lately left a 
Widow, by the diſſolute and extravagant Bellario. 
Her Circumſtances miſerably embarraſſed, and the Eſ- 
tate deeply mortgaged. Her Friends looked ſhy, and 
her Creditors became clamorous. Every Day made 
ſome new Diſcovery of Debts, contracted by the De- 
ceaſed; and the Affairs of the Survivor appeared, 
every Day, with a more melancholy Aſpect. But, 
having won, firſt the Compaſſion, then the Affection, 
of the wealthy and illuſtrious Phi/ander ; how happily 
is the Face of Things altered! All her Dez#ts devolve 
upon Him, and all his Dzigmty is derived to Her “. 
He ftands reſponſible, for whatever She owes; and 
ſhe is a Sharer, in whatever He pofefjes. Though 
little leſs than ruined by her late Huſband, She is 
more than reſtored by her preſent ; and has Reaſon to 
rejoice in his Affluence, and to glory in his Honours. 
Have not We alſo Reaſon to rejoice in our heavenly 
BRIDEGROOM? Since a far more glorious Ex- 
change ſubſiſts between Him and his myſtical Spouſe. 
He has bore the Curſe, that We may inherit the Bl/e/- 


ing. Sin was charged on Him, that Righteouſneſs 


might be imput<d to Us. In a Word; He has ſuſ- 
tained all our Miſeries, that He might impart to C 
all his Benefits. Has the Law any Demand? It mui! 
go to Him for Satisfaction. Have We any Wants? 
We may look to Him for a Supply. To HIM, Theron, 
in whom it has pleaſed the FATHER, that all Fulneſ- 
ſhould duell . 

If any Thing can expreſs an Union, more inti- 
mate and inſeparable than the conjugal, it is that of 
the Members with the Head. And this Image is uſed 
by the HOLY GHOST, to ſhadow forth the Con- 
nection between CHRIST and the Faithtul.——'t he 
Head and the Members conſtitute one natural Body ; 
CHRIST and his Church compole one myſtical Body. 


W hat 
* Ubi Tu Caias, ih Ego Cara, was the Reman Maxim. Agr: c- 
ably to this Rule, which has obtained among all civilized Nations, 


the Scripture calls the Church by the Name of her divine Haſband. 
Compare Ferem. xxili. 5, 6, with Ferem, XxXiil. 15, 16. 
＋ Col. i. 19. 
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What Kindneſs is done, what Injury is offered to the 
Members, the Head regards them as done to itſelf, 
Accordingly, CHRIST ſays to the outrageous Saul, 
who made Havock of the Church; Saul, Saul, why 
perſecuteſt thou MEV? He declares, concerning thoſe 
indigent Chriſtians, to whoſe Neceſſities We adminiſter 
Relief; Inaſmuch as Je hade done it unto them, Ye have 
done it unto ME f.. The animal Spirits formed in the 
Head, are formed for the Benefit of the whole Body, 
and deſigned for the Uſe of all the Members. So the 
Righteouſneſs wrought by FESUS CHRIST, is wrought 
out for his whole myſtical Body, and intended tor 
the Advantage of all his People; to be the Cauſe 
of their Juſtification, and the Purchaſe of their Salvation. 

Being then ſo nearly related, ſo cloſely united to 
the bleſſed JESUS, it is uo Wonder, that Believers 
are now loved with the ſame fatherly Love, and will 
hereafter be Partakers of the ſame heavenly Glory,— 
What might We not expect from the Divine REDEE- 
MER, it He vouchſafed to acknowledge but one of 
theſe endearing Names ? Since He is reJated to Us by 
all the Jies of Affinity and Affection; may We not 
promiſe Ourſelves, and with the Aſſurance of Hope, 
every good Thing; Even all the Fulneſs of GOD | our 
Saviour? Does not each of theſe tender Relations, 
ſubſiſting between CHRIST and his Saints, imply an 
intire Property in one another, and a mutual Participa- 
tion of all that belongs to either? My Beloved is ming, 
and I am his, is the undoubted Effect of this Divine 
Union, 

How pleaſing, yet how amazing the Thought! 
Shall We, who ſay to Corruption, T7 hou art my Father ; 
and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and my Sifter || ; 
ſhall Ve be permitted to ſay, concerning the HEAD 
of all Principality and Power, Ve are Members of his 
Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones ? What a 

ercy might We eſteem it, not to be coniounded be- 
fore a MAjJESTY fo exalted and ſublime! What a 
Favour, to obtain the leaſt propitious Regard from the 
_ KING 


1 Eph. iii. 19. 


. Acts ix. 4» 
Job. xvii. 14. 


+ Matt. xxv. 40. 
5 Eph. V. 39. 


Let. 12. 


312 Asp as10 % THERON, 


KING immortal and inviſible! What an Honour, to 
be admitted into his Family, and numbered among 
the Meaneſt of his Servants !-—But to be his adopted 
Children; to be his eſpox/ed Bride; to be the Members 
of his ſacred Body To have HIM for our ever- 
laſting Father, HIM for the Bridegrocm of our Souls, 
HIM for our heavenly Head; who is the MAKER 
of all Worlds, and the Object of Worſhip to all Crea- 
tures! What Words can duly celebrate, what Heart 
can ſufficiently admire, the Condeſcenſion and the 
Love of our adorable F ESUS? Or who can juſtly 
queſtion the Fruits of ſuch a Fellowſhip, and Conſe- 
quences of ſuch an Union? Queſtion them! No, the 
Fruits are as infallibly ſure, as the Privilege is unut- 
terably great. | 

Let me once azain introduce a great and venerable 


Witneſs of both theſe "I'ruths. * Laban ſpake high, 
« when He ſaid; Theſe Children are mine, and all theſe 


Things thou ſeeft are mine. But how high and glori- 


« ous 1s that, which may be ſaid of a juſtified Perſon ! 
All thou heareſt of CHRIST 1s thine ; his Lite is thine, 
« his Death is thine, his Obedience, Merit, Spirit, all 
4 thine'®.” Rich and important Words! Than 
which nothing can give Us a juſter or a fuller Expla- 
nation of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, We are Partakers of 
CHRIST +; We are complete in CHRIST. 

When ſome foreign Ladies, of the firſt Quality, paid 
a Viſit to Leonidas's Queen; the Talk turned upon their 
rich Clothes, their coſtly Jewels, and ſplendid Equi- 
page. After they had ſeverally diſplayed their own 
Grandeur, they inquired after her Majeity's Finery. 
What ſhe had to diſtinguith Her from the Vulgar? 
She replied, My illuſtricus Husband ||. What elle? 


My illuſtrious Huſband. And as often as T hey re- 
peated the ſame Queſtion, She returned the ſame An- 


ſwer. Could this Queen ſpeak in ſuch admiring, rejoi- 


Cing, 


* Sce Dr. Ligbt foot's Works, Vol. Il. p. 1077. 
+ Heb. iii. 14. 1 Col. ii. 10. 
The amiable and heroic Panthea exprefles Herſelf in much 


the tame Manner, concerning her gallant Huſband Abradates; Þ 


Zu cg tpuorye ey is + x £01. Kenoph, Cyrepæd. Lib, VI. 


neſs, 
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cing, ſelſ-gratulating Terms, of her royal Conſort? 
And ſhall not vile Sinners look upon their REDEE:“ 
MER that all-glorious, yet all-condeſcending 
Bridegroom ; who is full of Grace and Truth, full of 
Merit and Righteouſneſs ſhall not hey much more 
look upon HIM as their Honour and their Joy; the 
Object of their Dependence, and the Cauſe of their 
Boaſting ? q 

I ſhould find it difficult to refrain from the farther 
Proſecution of ſo engaging a Lopic, did I not pro- 
poſe to wait upon You very ſpeedily. Then 1 ſhall 
have an Opportunity of pouring into your Boſom all 


the Fulneſs of my Heart, with regard to this delight- 


ful Subject. —In the mean time, let me exhort m 
dear Friend to be of good Comfort. Heavineſe may 
endure for a Night, but Toy cometh in the Morning ®, 
'This Sorrow of which You complain, may be the 
Seed of ſpiritual and eternal Conlolation. 

While I am writing, there appears full in my View, 
one of the fineſt Rainbows, I ever, beheld. It com- 
paſſeth the Heaven wwith a glorious Circle ; ſo glorious 
that it is. no Diſparagement of the Almighty CREA- 
TOR, to ſay, the Hands of the MOST HIGH have 
bended it F.———On what Foundation, would I aik, is 
that beautiful and ſtately Arch raiſed? From what 
Source, do all its radiant and lovely Colouts ſpring ? 
It is raiſed on a gloomy Aſſemblage of Vapours; and 
all its rich Jinctures ſpring from a, ouring Cloud. 
Thus does the bleſſed GOD, on a Conviction of 
Guilt and a Senſe of Ruin, Tpread Faith, paint Holi- 
neſs, and diffuſe Gladneſs. May all theſe, e'er long, 
ariſe in my Theron's Breaſt! And each be——bright, as 
that reſplendent Bow—/a/iing, as the Sun that creates 
it! 

In the mean time, it is the ardent Deſire of my 
Soul, and ſhall be my frequent Prayer to GOD, 
That bath our Hearts may be comforted, being knit together 
in Love, unto all Riches of the full Affarance of Under- 


I /landing , in this great Myitery of Godlineſs. —What 


® Plal. xxx. 5. + Ecclus, xliii, 12, 


Vol. II. P 


1 Col. ii. 2. 
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Vigour of Expreſſion, what Exuberance of Ideas, 


and, above all, what diſtinguiſhed Privileges are Here! 


AI ſunrance Full Aſſurance——Riches of the full 
Aſſurance 4 Riches of the full Aſſurance of Un- 
derſtanding in reference to our Union with CHRIST 
and its unutterably precious Effects! Can the Orator 
expreſs more? Can the Sinner wiſh for more? Can 
the Saint, I had almoſt ſaid, can the Archangel enjoy 
— this be the Portion of my dear Theron, 
and.o 


His ever faithful 
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DIALOGUE XV. 


SPASIO had taken Leave of his Friend Ca- 
A millus, and was come to reviſit Theron. Whoſe 
houghts ſeemed to be in a State of much Fluctuation, 
and no ſmall Anxiety. Hoping, that ſome proper 
Converſation on the Grace and Priwileges of the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, might compole and comfort his Mind. 
Might, while his Heart was ſoitened by humbling 
Convictions, fix the Stamp of genuine Chrittianity ; 
and deliver his whole Soul into the Mould * of evan- 
gelical Religion. 


When Sorrow wounds the Breaſt, as Ploughs the Glebe, 
And Hearts obdurate feel her ſoft ning Shower, 

Her Seed celeflial then glad Wiſdom ſows : 

Her golden Harweſts triumph in the Soil. 


He arrived pretty late in the Evening : and, being 
ſomewhat weary with the Journey, ſoon withdrew to . 
his Repoſe. The next Morning, as Theron walked 
abroad, to taſte the cool Delights of the Dawn ; He 
was agreeably ſurpriſed, by meeting Aſpaſio. 

Ther. So 5 awake, my worthy Friend! And af- 
ter ſo much Fatigue on the preceding Day!—1 had not 
the leaſt Expectation of your Company till Breakfaſt. 
Then indeed I promiſed myſelf a double Regale... 


® Deliver into the Mould — This is the literal Tranſlation, and 
exact Senſe of St. Paul's Phraſe ; Eig or weed uri TUT OY 
Adu. Rom. vii. 17.—Which, as it contains a beautiful Alis ſior, 
conveys alſo a very inflrufive Admonition, Intimating, that our 
Minds, all pliant and ductile, ſhould be conformed to the refined 
Precepts of the Goſpel, as liquid Metals take the Figure of ſome 
elegant Mould, into which they are calt. | 
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1 The Refreſhments exhibited on the Table; and thoſe gu 
B wholeſome Werds of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, which, 


1 more precious than Manna, drop— 1 855 
1 Aſp. How, Theron ! Have you alſo learnt thoſe Yo 
If ſoothing Arts, which poliſh the Speech, to deprave our tic, 
\} dentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the inchanting Wes 
* Wiles of Flattery, from my ſincere, my tried, my wh 
It Boſom Friend ? lat 
th Ther. Your Friend is ſtill fincere, and his Words 44 
| are very remote from Flattery. How welcome to the « f 
f wind-bound Mariner, weary with Expectation and ſick Te 
1 with Diſappointments, is the Viſit of a propitious Gale! . 
4 How welcome to the Fields, parched with Drought, ho 
| l and gaſping for Moiſture, are copious Showers of Rain! | 
1 How acceptable to the Mraelites, traveling through the ** 
4 inhoſpitable Deſerts, and pining away for want of the 5 
; Fruits of the Earth, was the miraculous Supply of Ne 
( heavenly Bread! Yet, neither propitious Gales to j oy 


the wind-bound Mariner, nor copious Showers to the 


thirſty Soil, nor heavenly Bread to the famiſhed //raet- Fs 

ztes, could be more welcome than your late Conver- * 

ſation, and later Correſpondence, to my anxious Soul. pains 

Aſp. Why, I thought you looked upon my Notions 

as chimerical ? Is Theron alſo become credulous ? Like 1 

one of Us weak- headed Believers! — Has He quitted Wi 

the Strong-holds of Reaſon ? Is He vanquiſhed by the Yo 

Sling-ſtone of Faith? Or can He ſubmit to this ſtrange tha 

Method of Salvation, by embracing the Righteouſneſs, of 

and relying on the Obedience of Another? 25 

F Ther. I find, my Reaſon was a feeble Guide; or I q 

'* not faithful to its genuine Dictates. I was blinded _ 1 

| with Prejudice. I was intoxicated with Pride. A vain Co: 
Conceit of my moral Powers betrayed me, as I fear it 
has betrayed many, into a Contempt of the Goſpel. 
I held, what I thought, an Honour to human Na- 
Th ture. I now retract my Opinion. My true Glory and 
> real Happineſs I would derive from the bleſſed FESUS. 
No more Banter, A/paſio :—Have done: I am ſeri- 

ous, and very much in earneſt. So much in earneſt, C 

that if all my Acquaintance of the Phariſaical Turn, or fas 

all my Brothers of the Smile, ſhould rally me on the Jay 


Subject; 
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Subject; I would frankly acknowledge my Error, and 
as freely ſign my Recantation. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, I applaud your Reſolution. 
e You have no more Cauſe to be aſhamed of ſuch a Prac- 
tice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the Imperfec- 


8 tion in his Limbs. When being obſerved to go lame, 
* with a Wound received in Battle, he had this Conſo— 
lation ſuggeſted by one of his Courtiers: “* Never 
: * bluſh, my royal Sir, for a Defect, which puts You 
ow in mind of your Valaur, every Step You take.“ 
* To facrifice our Prejudices, in the Search of Truth, is 
2 no leſs honourable, than to be marked with a Scar, in 
G the Defence of our Country. 
25 beg Pardon for my Pleaſantry. Since you are ſo 
66 very ſerious, a gay Air was quite unieaſonable.—You 
5 cannot often complain, that I am guilty of this Fault. 
, Nor can You eaſily imagine, the Satisfaction I ſhall en- 
10 joy, if either my Letters, or my Diſcourſe, have ad- 
ne miniſtered any Advantage to my Friend. I ſhall note it 
4 down, among the diſtinguiſhed Bleſſings of my Liſe; 
— and have an additional Obligation, to love the benefi- 
II. cent AUTHOR of all Good. 
* But, as I cannot be a Furtherer of your Happi- 
ke neſs, without the greateſt Delight; ſo I cannot be a | 
ed Witneſs of your Sollicitude, without a painful Regret. 
he You muſt therefore permit me to aſk the Caute of 
ge that unuſual Yehemence, I obſerve in your Speech; and 
13, of that deep Concern, which I read in your Counte- 
nance. ' 
1 Ther. J have been conſidering very attentively, what 
ed is the preſent State, and what is likely to be the final. 
= Condition of my Soul. | ETD 
el. — My Hopes and Fears ; 
a- Start up alarmed ; and o'er Life's narrow Verge "4 
nd Look down—on what ? A fathomleſs Abyſs, 
l 4 A vaſt Eternity ! 
15 My Sins, at the fame time, like an armed Hoſt, are 


ſet in dreadſul Array, and ſurround me on every Side. 
he | Juſlice, like an injured and incenſed Foe, unſheaths 
, P 3 the 
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the Sword, and makes a loud Demand for Vengeance. 
— No Righteouſneſs of my own preſents itſelf, to which 
1 may fly for Refuge.—'The Method of Salvation, in 
which I formerly confided, is a Bridge broken down ; 
and leaves me, without any Poſſibility of Eſcape, a- 
bandoned to the approaching Enemy. | 5 

To a Perſon in lach deplorable Circumſtances, how 
reviving, how delightful, is the very Thought of be- 
ing intereſted in the great REDEEMER's Merits! — 
I don't wonder now at a Saying of Luther's, which I 
have ſometimes exploded, as ſtrangely extravagant : 
% That, upon the Diſcovery of this glorious Righ- 
% teouſneſs, the Gates of Paradiſe ſeemed to fly open 
« before Him, and the Dawn of Heaven was all in 
« view. 

Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 
Terrace. Which, about an Hour before had been 
ſhaved by the Scythe, and emitted all the Freſhneſs of 
new-mown Herbage. On one Side, a fine Cham- 
faign Country ſtretched its wide Dimenſions. —On the 
other, a Flower-Garden exhibited the laſt Ornaments 
of the Year. Here, You might ſtill ſee the tufted 
Vermilion, and the e alin glittering thro” 
Spangles of liquid Cryſtal. There You might trace 
the Footſteps of the early Cattle, by many a recent 
Print on the dewy Lawn. On the Walls and Eſpa- 
liers, Autumn had ſpread her Stores; and was begin- 
ning to beautify their Rinds with many a ruday Streak, 
or to breathe over their gloſſy Skins her delicate and 


' tnimitable Bloom. 


Aſp. See, ſaid Aſpaſio, the Wiſdom and Benignity, 
which, in amiable and inſeparable Conjunction, dif- 
play themſelves through the whole Oeconomy of the 

niverſe! GOD has made every T hing beautiful in his 
Time“; every Thing ſerviceable in its Place. A little 
while ago, the flowery Meads delighted our Eyes, and 
the melodious Birds charmed our Ears: now, the taſte- 
ful Fruits are preparing their Dainties; and preſenting 
Us with a Collation, to regale our Palate.— The whole 
Earth, and all the Seaſons, are rich with our CREA- 

TOR's 


1 Eccleſ. ii. 11. 
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TOR's Goodneſs. Yea, the whole Earth, and all 
that replenithes it, all that ſurrounds it, are full of his 
Preſence. He, HE it is, whe 


Warms in the Sun, refreſhes in the Breeze, 

Glows in the Stars, and bloſſoms in the Trees; 
Lives through all Life, extends through all Extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unſpent. 


An habitual Belief of this Fruth, gives Nature 
her /cvelieft Aſpect, and lends her the moſt conſum- 
mate Power to pleaſe. The Breath of Violets, and 
the Bluſh of Roſes; the Muſic of the Woods, and the 
Meanders of the Stream; the aſpiring Hill, the ex- 
tended Plain, and all the Decorations of the Land- 


ſchape; then appear in their higheſt Attractives; then 


touch the Soul with the moſt refined Satisfaction; when 
GOD is ſeen when GOD is heard and GOD 
enjoyed in all. 
Is Theron loſt in Thought, and deprived of 
Speech? Is He alone filent, while all Things ſpeak 
their MAKER's Praiſe ?—Does Faith throw a Shade 
over the Works of Creation * Does it not heighten 
their Beauties, and enliven their Graces ? — The 
religious is the only true Philoſopher ; and the Plea- 
ſures of Imagination never acquire their proper Reliſh, 
till they are ripened by the Exerciſe of Devotion. 
With this View then, ſince my Friend forbears, let 
me attempt to ſpeak: not to increaſe his Knowledge, 
_— cheriſh Faith, and cultivate Devotion in U; | 
th. 
The ſpacious Canopy * over our Heads, is painted 
with Blue ; and the ample Carpet under our Feet, is 
tinged with Green. Theſe Colours, by their /oft and 


If the Reader has Patience to go through the following Eſſay, 
I hope, He will find it, in the Iſſue, not altogether foreign to 
the main Subject.—If He pleaſes to conſider it as a kind of prac- 
tical Comment, on that lovely Celebration of providential Good- 
neſs, His tender Mercies are over all His Mor. This may poſſibly 
alleviate the Toil of peruſing, and reconcile Him to the Length of 
the Deſcant. 
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chearing Qualities, yield a perpetual Refreſhment to 
the Eye f. Whereas, had the Face of Nature gliſ- 
tered with White, or glowed with Scarlet; ſuch ar- 
dent and dazling Hues would, inſtead of exhilerat- 
ing, have fatigued the Sight.—— Beſides; as the ſe- 
veral brighter Colours are interſperſed, and form the 
Pictures in this magnificent Piece ; the Green and the 
Blue conftitute an admirable Ground, which ſhews them 
all, in their higheſt Luſtre, and to the utmoſt Advan- 
rage. 

Had the Air been conſiderably gro/er, it would have 
dimmed the Rays of the Sun, and darkened the chear- 
ful Day. Our Lungs would have been clogged in 
their vital Functions: Men might have been fuſtocated, 
without the ſtrangling Nooſe; or drowned, without 
the overwhelming Flood. Was it ſeveral Degrees 
more /ub:/e, Birds would not be able to wing their 
Way through the Firmament; nor could the Clouds 
be ſuſtained in fo attenuated an Atmoſphere. It would 
elude the Organs of Reſpiration : We ſhould gaſp for 
Breath, with as much Difficulty, and with as little Suc- 
ceſs, as Fiſhes out of their native Element: 

The Grewnd alſo is wrought into the moſt proper 
Temperature. Was it of a firmer Conſiſtence, it would 
be impenetrable to the Plough, and unmanageable by 
the Spade.— Was it of a /axer Compoſition, it would 
be incapable of ſupporting its own Furniture. The 
light Mould would be ſwept away by whirling Winds, 


or the 00zy Globe ſoaked into Sloughs by the deſcend- 


ing Rains. Becauſe, every Place ſuits not every 
Plant; but that which is a Nurſe to one, often proves 


a Step-mother to others; therefore, the Qualities of 


the Earth are ſo abundently diverſified, as properly to 
accommodate every Species of Vegetation. We have 
a Variety of intermediate Soils, from the J disjoint- 
ed Sand, to the if cohefive Clay: from the rough 

| Pro- 


- Gay Green, 

Thou ſmiling Nature's un:werſal Robe 

United Light and Shade ! Where the Sight devells, 
With growing Strength, and ever-new Delight, 
Thomſon's Spring. 


— 
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Projections of the craggy Clift, to the ſoftly ſwelling 
Bed of the ſmooth Parterre. 

The Sea carries equal Evidences of a moſt wiſe and 
gracious Ordination.—-Was it /arger, We ſhould have 
wanted Land for the Purpoſes of Paſturage, and the 
Operations of Huſbandry. We ſhould have been deſti- 
tute of ſufficient Room for Mines and Foreſts; our 
ſubterranean Warehouſes, and our aerial Timber-yards. 
— Was it /ma/ler, it would not be capable of recruit- 
ing the Sky, with a proper Quantity of vaporous Ex- 
halations; nor of ſupplying the Earth, with the ne- 
ceſſary Quota of fruQtifying Showers. 

May We not diſcover very exquiſite Strokes of De- 
ſign, and pregnant Proofs of Goodneſs, in each indi- 
vidual Object? In the various Tenants of the Globe, 
and the ſeveral Appurtenances of this great Dwelling ?!— 
It is needleis to expatiate upon the more noble and 
conſpicuous Beauties; all that Hines in the Heavens, 
and all that ſmiles on the Earth. Theſe ſpeak to every 
Ear, theſe ſhew to every Eye, the adorable Munifi- 
cence of their MAKER. It is needleſs to launch 
into the Praiſes of the Valleys, delicately clothed with 
Herbage ; or of the Fields, richly repleniſhed with 
Corn. Even the ragged Rocks, which frown over the 
Flood; the caverned Quarries, which yawn amidſt the 
Land; together with the Mountains, thoſe /hapele/5 


and enormous Protuberances, which ſeem to load the 


Ground, and incumber the Skies; even theſe contri- 
bute their Share, to increaſe the general Pleaſure, and 
augment the general Uſefulneſs. They variegate the 
Proſpect; raiſe an agreeable Horror in the Beholder ; 
and inſpire his Breatt with a religious Awe. They 
add new Charms to the wide Level of our Plains; 
and ſhelter, like a Screen, the warm Lap of our 
Vales. | | 
We are delighted with the ſolemn Gloom, and 
magnificent Aſpect, of the Foreſt. One, who ſaw the 
Cedars of Lebanon, was tranſported with Admiration, 
at their ample Trunks, and towering Heads; their. 
diffuſive Spread, and verdant Grandeur. Compared 
with which, the ſtately Elm is but a Reed; and the 

S. branching 
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branching Oak, a mere Shrub. —Was our 2 * qua- 
lified for the Search, We ſhould diſcern a Symmetry 
and a Dignity, altogether as perfect, and far more won- 
derful, in thoſe Groves of Me, which adhere to 
the rude-Stone. We ſhould contemplate with greater 
Surpriſe, if not with greater Rapture, thoſe diminu- 
tive Plantations ; which ſtrike their haſty Roots in the 
mouldy Confection, or wave their curious Umbrage 
over the periſhed Pickle +. 

Who 1s not charmed with the Vine, and its gene- 
Tous warming Juices? With the Melon, and its deli- 
cious cooling Pulp? Yet, were all our Trees to pro- 
duce Fruits of ſuch exalted Qualities, or of ſuch an 


1 Reliſh, what would become of the Birds! 


ow ſmall a Scantling of ſuch choice Delicacies, would 
voracious Man reſign to their Enjoyment ? That 
Proviſion may be made for each inſignificant Yagrant 
of the Air, as well as for the moſt renowned Sove- 
reign of a Nation ; there is, in all Places, . a large 
Growth of Shrubs, covered annually with a Harveſt 
of coarſe and hardy Berries. So coar/e in their Taſte, 
that they are unworthy the Acceptance of Man: fo 
hardy in their Make, that they endure the extremeſt 
Severities of the Weather; and furniſh the * 
ribe 


® See, for a Proof of this Remark, the Explanation of the 
tenth Plate, in that very curious, very entertaining, and no leſs 
inſtructive Piece, intituled, Micrograpbia Reftaurata. — Where 
our Author compares the Size of this little Vegetable, with the 
Dimenſions of thoſe vaſt Trees, which grow in the vigorous 
Climates of Guinea and Brazil, The Trunks of which are, ac- 
cording to the Report -of Travelers, twenty Feet in Diameter, 
Whereas, the Body of this minute Plant, is not more than the 
Gxtieth Part of an Inch So that, upon a Calculation, the Thick- 
neſs of the one exceeds that of the other, 2,985,984 Millions of 
N — $0 prodigiouſly various are the Works of the CREA- 

OR 

+ That whitiſh kind of Down, which ſhags the putrefying 
Pick e; which incruſts the Surface of ſome corrupted Liquors ; 
and conſtitutes what We call Meouldineſs; is really a Cluſter of 
little Plants. Each has a Root and a Stalk : Each ſpreads its 
Branch-s, and produces Seed in Abundance. 


Radiceſque ſuas habet, exilemgue Coronam, 
Frord:ſque, Fruftungue gerit, welut ardua Quercus, 
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Tribe with a ſtanding Repaſt, amidſt all the Deſola- 
tions of Winter. 

The Fir, with her filver Bark, and ſhapely Cone; 
the Beech “, with her quivering Leaves and embower- 
ing Shade; are ſtately Decorations of our rural Seat?. 
But, if there were no intangling Thickets, no 5 
Thorns, where would the Farmer procure Fences, ſo 
cloſely wattled, or ſo ſtrongly armed +? How could 
He guard the Scene of his Labours, or fecure his ve- 
getable Wealth, from the Flocks and the Herds ? 
"Thoſe roving Plunderers, which accede to no Treaty, 
ſubmit to no Laws, but thoſe of the coercive kind. 

Moſt People are fond of the Purſlane's fleſhy Leaves, 
and the ramified Fatneſs of the Brocoli: the Potato's 
mealy Orbs, and the Lentile's ſucculent Pods. We 
ſpare no Toil, We grudge no Expence, to have them 
flouriſh in our Gardens, and ſerved up at our Tables. 
But there are innumerable Herbs, which paſs un- 
der the contemptible Character of Weeds; and yet are 
altogether as deſirable to many Claſſes of Creatures, 
as theſe culinary Gifts to Mankind. Who ſhall be at 
the Pains to plant, to water, to cultivate, ſuch _ 

cable 


® The Fir, Beech, &c, Theſe, and ſuch like Trees, are called 


in Hebrew, ED Iſai. vii 19. Which Word is rendered, but 
I think very improperly, Buſhes. It rather ſignifies the grand and 
moſt admired Plants. It is intended as a Contraſt to the coarſe and 
deſpicable Thorns, mentioned in the preceding Clauſe. And both 
taken together expreſs all Sorts of Trees, from the towering Ce- 
dar to the groveling Shrub. 

+ Something of this kind is ſignified in the Prophecy of Tſarab, 


by WM DW DN Terriculamentum Sentiuom & PVeprium® 
The Terror of Thoi!ns and Briars, Meaning thoſe ſharp and 
ragged Mounds, with which Vine-yards, Corn-fields, and other 
cultivated Spots, were uſually inc!'oſed. Which deterred the moſt 
adventurous Cattle from forcing, or attempting to force, a Paſ- 
ſage, —- The Words are lomewhat obſcure, and have been greatly 
miſunderſtood. But, thus interpreted, they afford an caſy Senſe, 
and perfectly coincide with the Context, implying, ** That Places, for- 
4 merly fenced about with Abundance of Care, ſhoulc lie open, and 
« expoſed to every wandering Foot. That Tillage ſhould be diſ- 
„% continued; and the whole Country degenerate into a confuſed, 
% diſorderly Waſte z without either the Diſtributions of Property, 
„ or the Improvements of Induſtry, Jai. vii. 25. Vid. Vi- 
tring. in loc. 
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cable Productions? Man would rather extirpate, than 
fropagate, theſe Incumbrances of his Acres. There- 
fore Providence vouchſafes to be their Gardener. Pro- 
vidence has wrought off their Seeds into ſuch a Light- 
neſs of Subſtance, that they are carried abroad with 
the Undulations of the Air. Or, if too heavy to be 


wafted by the Breeze, they are faſtened to Wings of 


Down, which facilitate their Flight. Or elſe, are in- 
cloſed in a ſpringy Caſe ; which, forcibly burſting, 
ſhoots them abroad on every Side. — By ſome ſuch 
means, the reproducing Principle is diſſeminated ; the 
univerſal Granary filled ; and the univerſal Board fur- 
niſhed. The buzzing Inſect, and the creeping Worm, 
have each his Fil of Fare. Each enjoys a never-fail- 
ing Treat, equivalent to our fineſt Veniſon, or to the 
« Fat of Kidneys of Wheat *.“ 

As the Seeds of ſome are moſt artfully ſcattered 
abroad, when ripe ; the Seeds of others are moſt care- 
fully guarded, till they come to Maturity; and, by 
both Contrivances, every Species is not barely pre- 
ferved, but in a manner eternized.— Some are lodged 
in the Center of a large Pulp; which is, at once, 
their Defence, and their 1 This We find 
exemplified in the taſteſul Apple, and the juicy Pear. 
Some, beſides the ſurrounding Pulp, are incloſed 
in a thick SHell, hard and impenetrable as Stone. We 
cannot pluck and eat one of thoſe downy Peaches, or 
incrimſoned Nectarines, which fo beautifully emboſs 
the Wall, without finding a Proof of this Precaution. 
— Caft your Eye upon the Walnuts, which ſtud the 
Branches of that ſpreading Tree. Before theſe are 
gathered, the Increaſe of the Cold, and the Emptineſs 
of the Gardens, will ſharpen the Appetite of the 
Birds. To ſecure the fine Kernel from the Depreda- 
tions of their buſy affailing Bills, it is fortified with a 
ſtrong Iaclaſure of Wood, and with the Addition of a 
diſguitſul bitter Rind. | - 


* The Fat of Kidneys of Wheat, Deut. xyxii. 14. A Sentence, 
rich with Elegance]! Such as would have ſhone in Pindar, or 
been admired by Lenginus, | 
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If Graſs was as ſcarce as the Guernſey-Lilly; or as 
difficultly raiſed as the delicate Tuberoſe ; how cer- 
tainly, and how ſpeedily, muſt many Millions of Quad- 
rupedes periſh with Famine! Since all the Cattle owe 
their chief Subſiſtence to this Vegetable, by a ſingular 
Beneficence in the Divine Oeconomy, it waiteth not, 
like the Corn-field and the Garden-bed, for the an- 
nual Labours of Man. When once ſown, though 
ever ſo frequently cropped, it revives with the return- 
ing Seaſon, and flouriſhes in a kind of perennial Ver- 
dure. Tt covers our Meadows; diffuſes itſelf over 
the Plains; ſprings up in every Glade of the Foreſt ; 
and ſpreads a Side-board in the moſt ſequeſtred Nook. 

Since the Nutrimeht of Vegetables themſelves, lies 
hid under the Soil, and floats up and down in the Air: 
beneath, they plunge their Roots“ into the Ground, 
and diſpenſe every Way their fibrous Suckers, to ex- 
plore the latent, and attract the proper Nouriſhment : 
above, they expand a Multitude of Leaves *, which, 
like ſo many open Mouths, catch the Rains as they 
fall; imbibe the Dews as they diſtil; and tranſmit. 
them, through their nice Orifices, to the Heart of the 
Plant, or the Lobes of the Fruit. 

] have touched upon the 7in/en/ible Creation; and 
pointed out the Care of a condeſcending Providence, 
exerciſed over theſe /zweft Formations of Nature. 
'The animal World, Theron, falls to your Share. It is 
yours to deſcant upon thoſe higher Orders of Exiſtence ; 
and ſhew Us the Goodneſs of GOD, extending its in- 
dulgent Regards to them and their Intereſts; as ten- 
derly, as officiouſſy, as a Hen ſpreadeth her Wings 1 
over her infant Brood. 

Ther. The Subject is in good Hands. Let Part the 
ſecond be of the fame Strain with Part the firſt, and 
there will be no Occaſion to with for a new Speaker. 
As to myſelf, I have very little Inclination to op 

| | ut 


** eh moſt beautifully alludes to theſe two Sources of veg-table 
Fertility; My Noct wwas ſpread out by the Waters, and the Dew lay 
all Night upon my Branch, Job. Xxix. 19. 

+ This ſeems to be the Image uſed by the Pſa/miff, PA), 
exlv. 9. And a moſt amiable Image, as well as a moſt picture.que 
Reprelentation it is. 
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But I have an Ear open and attentive to your Diſ- 
courſe. 

Aſp. You put me in mind of the Philoſopher, who 
1 to read a Lecture on the Art of War, in the 

reſence of Hannibal. But his Impertinence was vo- 
luntary, mine is conſfrained.— Since You injoin me this 
Office, let Us paſs, from the vegetable, to the animal 
World. Here, We ſhall find no Tribe, no Indivi- 
dual neglected. The moſt ſtately Kinds want no De- 
monſtration of their excellent Accompliſhments. At 
the firſt Glimpſe, they challenge our Approbation; they 
command our Applauſe. Even the more ignoble Forms 
of animated Exiſtence, are moſt wiſely circumſtanced, 
and moſt liberally accommodated. 

They all generate in that particular Seaſon, which 
is ſure to ſupply them with a Stock of Proviſion, ſuf- 
ficient both for themſelves, and their increaſing Fami- 
lies.— The Sheep yean, when there is a Profaſion of 
nutrimental Herbage on the Soil, to fill their Udders, 
and create Milk for their Lambs... The Birds lay their 
Eggs, and hatch their Young, when Myriads of new- 
born, tender Inſe#s ſwarm on every Side. So that the 
Caterer, whether it be the male or female Parent, 
needs only to alight on the Ground, or make a little 
Excurſion into the Air; and they find a Feaſt ready 


dreſt, and all at free Coſt, for the clamant Mouths at 


= 


home. 
Their Love to their Offspring, while they continue 
in a helpleſs State, is iavincibly ſtrong. Whereas, the 
very Moment they are able to ſhift for themſelves ; 
when the parental Affection would be attended with 
much Sollicitude, and productive of no Advantage; it 
vaniſhes, as though it had never been. 'The Hen, 


that marches at the Head of her little Brood, would fly 


in the Eyes of a Maſtiff, or even encounter a Lion “, in 
their 

What the noble Antagoniſt of Lutretius has obſerved upon 
this Point, is below, not beyond, the Mark of Truth. And, which 
is not very uſual in Poetry, diminiſhes, rather than exaggerates Fact. 


Pericli 
Vix memor, imparibus concurrere Viribus audax 


Nen 


@ 
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their Defence. Yet within a few Weeks, ſhe abandons 
her Chickens to the wide World, and not ſo much as 
knows them any more. 

If the GOD of Thael inſpired Bexaleel and Aboliaß 
with Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, and Knowledge in all 
Manner of Workmanſhip: the GOD of Nature has not 
been wanting, in his Inſtructions to the puny Inhabi- 
tants of the Bough. The Skill, with which they 
erect their Houſes, and adjuſt their Apartments is ini- 
mitable. The Caution, with which they ſecrete their 
Abodes from the ſearching Eye, or intruding Foot, is 


admirable, No General, pun” fruitful in Expe- 


dients, could plan a more artful. Concealment. No 
Architect, with his Rule and Line, could build ſo 
commodious a Lodgment.— Give the moſt celebrated 
Artificer the ſame Materials, which theſe weak and 
unexperienced Creatures uſe. Let a Fones, or a De 
Moivre, have only ſome rude Straws or ugly Sticks; a 
few Bits of Dirt, or Scraps of Hair; a ſorry Lock of 
Wool, or a coarſe Sprig of Moſs; and what Works, 
fair _ Delicacy, or fit for Service, could they pro- 
duce 

We extol the Commander, who knows how to take 
Advantage of the Ground: who can make the Sun and 
Wind fight for Him, as well as his Troops: and, by 
every Circumſtance, embarraiſes the Forces of the 
Enemy, but expedites the Action, and advances the 
Succeſs of his own. Does not this Praiſe belong to 
our feathery Leaders? Who pitch their Tent, or (if 
You pleaſe) fix their penſile Camp, on the dangerous 
Branches, that wave aloft in the Air, or dance over 
the Eddies of the Stream. By which judicious Diſpo- 
ſition, the vernal Gales rock their Cradle, and the 
murmuring Waters lull their Young: while both con- 
cur to terrify the Shepherd, and keep the School-Bo 
at a trembling Diſtance. Some hide their little Hout- 


hold from View, amidit the Shelter of intangled Furze. 
Others 
Non dubitat, Pullos ſervans ; Hrſtemgue laceſſit, 
Nil fibi, cuncta ſuis metuens, Hoc tempore Sexum 
Deponit, werſatque Animos in Corde wiriles, 
Famineaſque Tas acuit prope maſcula Yirtus, 
Anti-Lucret. Lib. VI. 
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Others remove it from reach, in the Center of a thorny 
Ticket, And, by one Stratagem or another, they are 
generally as ſecure and unmolęſted, in their feeble Habi- 
tations; as the Foxes, that intrench themſelves deep 
in the Earth ; or as the Conies, that retire to the Rock 
for their * Citadel. 

If the Swan has large ſweeping Wings, and a co- 
pious Stock of Feathers, to ſpread over her callow 
Brood; the Viren makes up by Contrivance, what is 
deficient in her Bulk.-Small as ſhe is, ſhe intends + 
to bring forth, and will be obliged to nurſe up, a very 
numerous Iſſue. Therefore, with ſurpriſing Judg- 
ment She deſigns, and with wonderful Afliduity 
finiſhes, her Neſt. It is a neat Rotund; lengthened 
into an Oval; bottomed and vaulted with a regular 
Concave. Within, made ſoft with Down; without, 
thatched with Moſs; and only a ſmall Aperture left 
for her Entrance.—By this means, the vivifying Heat 
of her Body is, during the Time of Incubation, ex- 
ceedingly augmented. Her Houſe 1s like an Oven, 
and greatly aſſiſts in hatching her Young. Which no 
ſooner burſt the Shell, than they find themlelves ſcreened 
from the Annoyance of the Weather, and moſt com- 
fortably repoſed amidſt the Warmth of a Bagnio. 

Perhaps, We have been accuſtomed to look upon 
the Inſects, as ſo many rude Scraps of Creation, and to 
rank them amongſt the Refuſe of Things. Whereas, 
if We examine them, without Prejudice, and with a 
little Attention, they will appear ſome of the moſt po- 
| liſhed Pieces of divine Workmanſhip.— Many of them 
are decked with the richeſt Finery, Their Eyes are 

| an 

* The Conies are but a feeble Perple, yet they make their Puſes in 
the Reck. Prov. xxx. 26. 

+ Aſpaſis has ventured to ſay, She intends—And one is almoſt 
temnted to think, from the Preparation which the little Creature 
makes, that She had really ſat down, and counted the Co, and 
concerted her Scheme. As though She had deliberated with Her- 
ſelf 6 I ſhall , not a Couple of Eggs, but ncar a Score. 
“ From theſe I am to produce a Houle full of Young. But how 
« ſhall I have Warrth (un eſs Art ſupply, what Nature has de- 
« nied) ſufficient to hatch the Embrios, or cheriſh the Infants:“' 
— The Truth, I believe, is; That in all her ſeeming For«ſ:2ht, 
and circumſpect Behaviour, She acts, She knows not what. Only 
She acts, what eternal WISDOM knows to be necellary, and 
what all · condeſcending GOODNESS prompts Her to perform. 
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an Aſſemblage * of Microſcopes ; whoſe Mechaniſm is 
nice beyond Expreſſion. Their Dreſs is a Veſture of 
reſplendent Colours ; ſet with an Arrangement of the 
molt brilliant Gems. Their Wings are the ſineſt Ex- 
panſions imaginable: Cambric is mere Canvaſs; and 
Lawn is coarle as Sack-cloth, compared with thoſe in- 
imitable Webs. The Caſes, which incloſe their Wings, 


glitter with the molt gloſſy Varniſh; are ſcooped into 


ornamental Flutings; are ſtudded with radiant Spots 
or pinked with elegant Holes. Not one among them 
but 1s equipt with Weapons, or endued with Dexte- 
rity, that qualify them to ſeize their Prey, or eſcape 
their Foe ; to diſpatch the Buſineſs of their reſpective 
Station, and enjoy the Pleaſures of their particular 
Condition. 

Now I am in a talking Humour, give me leave to ce- 
lebrate the Endowments, and aſſert the Honours of my 
puny Clients. Yet, not ſo much to ſupport their Cre- 
dit, as to magnify their a/l-gracious CREATOR. 
What ? If the Elephant is diitinguiſhed by a prodigious 
Proboſeis ? His meaneſt Relations of the reptile Line, 
are furniſhed with curious Antenne; remarkable, if not 
for their enormous Magnitude, yet for their ready Flexi- 
bility, and acute Senſation. By which they explore 
their Way, even in the darkeſt Road: they diſcover 
and avoid, whatever might defile their neat Apparel, 
or endanger their tender Lives. 

Every one admires that majeſtic Creature the Hor/e ; 
his graceful Head, and ample Cheſt ; his arching Neck, 


and 


The common Fly, for inſtance. Who is ſurrounded with a 
Multitude of Dangers, and has neither Strength to refiſt her Ene- 
mies, nor a Place of Retreat to ſecure Herſelf, For which Realon, 
She had need to be very vigilant, and always upon her Guard. 
Yet her Head is ſo fixed, as to be incapable of turning, in order to 
obſerve what paſſes, either behind or around her. Providence 
therefore, ſurpriſingly wife in its Contrivanc-s, and equally rich 
in its Gifts, has furniſhed her, not barely with a Retinue, but 
with more than a Legien of Eyes. Inſomuch, that a ſingle Fly 
is ſuppoſed to be Miſtreſs of no leſs than eight thouſand. Every 
one of which is lined with a diſtinct optic Nerve. By meane 
of this truly zmazing Apparatus, the little Creature ſees on every 
Side, with the utmoſt Eaſe and with inſtantaneous Speed; yet 
without any Motion of the Eye, or any Flection of the Neck. 
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. and flowing Mane; his cleanly turned Limbs, and 
th finely-adjuited Motions. With extraordinary Agility, 


us He flings Himſelf over the Ditch; and with a rapid 
1 Career, He pours Himſelf through the Plain. With 
* unwearied Application, He carries his Rider from one 
* End of the Country to another; and with undaunted 
5 Bravery, He ruſhes into the fierceſt Rage, and amidſt 
1 the thickeſt Havock of the Battle. Yet, the Graf 


hopper ſprings with a Bound, altogether as briſk, if not 

| more 1mpetuous. The Ant, in proportion to its 
1 Size, is equally nimble; equally ſtrong; and will climb: 
1 Precipices, which the moſt courageous Courſer dares 
* not attempt to ſcale. If the Snail is flower in her 
"mh Motions, She has no need to go backward and for- 
18 ward, or to pace the ſame Way twice over. Becauſe, 
| She travels with her Houſe upon her Back; and, 
| when-ever She departs, where-ever She removes, is al- 
| ways at Home. | 
| | The Eagle, it is true, is privileged with Pintons, 
Fe 


% ic... 


that outſtrip the Wind. Elevated on which, She looks 
down on all that ſoars; and fees flying Clouds, and 
ſtraining Wings, far below. Her optic Nerve ſo ſtrong, 
that it meets and ſuſtains the dazzling Beams of Noon : 
her wide ſurveying Glance ſo keen, that from thoſe 
towering Heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt Fiſh, which 
ſkulks at the Bottom of the River. Vet neither is that 
poor Out-caſt, the groveling and gloomy Mole, diſre- 
garded by divine Providence. Becauſe ſhe is to dig a 
Cell in the Earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpe- 
tual Dungeon, her Paws ſerve her for a Pick-axe and 
Spade. Her Eye, or rather her viſual Speck is funk 
deep into a bocker, that it may ſuffer no Injury from 
her rugged Sitnation ; it requires but a very ſcanty 
Communication of Light, that ſhe may have no-Reaſon 
to complain of her darkling Abode. I called her ſub- 
terranean Habitation a Dungeon; and ſome People, 


perhaps, may think it a Grave. But I revoke the Ex- i 
preſſion. I yields her all the Safety of a fortified Caftle, diſt 
and all the Delight of a decorated Grot. Ma 
Even (the Spider, though abhorred by Mankind, is prer 

_ evidently the Care of all-ſuſtaining Heaven. She is to tion 


live 
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live upon Plunder; to ſupport Herſelf, by trapanning 
the idle, inſignificant, ſauntering Fly. Suitably to ſuch 
an Occupation, ſhe poſſeſes a Bag of glutinous Moiſ- 
ture. From this ſhe ſpins a clammy Thread, and weaves 
it into a tenacious Net. Expert as any praQtiſed Sportſ- 
man, ſhe always ſpreads it in the moſt opportune Places. 
Senſible that her Appearance would create Horror, 
and deter the Prey from approaching the Snare, when 
watching for Sport, ſhe retires from Sight. But con- 
ſtantly keeps within Diſtance, ſo as to receive the very 
firſt Intelligence of what paſſes in the Toils; and be 
ready to launch, without a Moment's Delay, upon the 
ſtruggling Captive. And what is very obſervable, 
when Winter Chills the World, and no more Inſects 
ramble amidſt the Air, foreſeeing that her Labour 
would be vain, ſhe diſcontinues her Work, and aban- 
dons her Stand. 

I muſt by no means forget the little Monarchy, that 
inhabits the Hive. The Bees are to ſubſiſt, not as a 
lawleſs Banditti, but as a regular Community. Tis 
theirs, to earn a decent Livelihood by honeſt Induſtry 
not to _ themſelves with Carnage, or enrich them- 
ſelves by Rapine. For which Reaſon, they are actu- 
ated by an invariable Inclination to Society. They poſ- 
ſeſs the trueſt Notions of Oeconomy, and have enacted 
the wiſeſt Laws for Government. — Their indulgent 
CREATOR has made them a Preſent of all neceſ- 
ſary Implements, both for conſtructing their Combs, 
and for compoſing their Honey. They have each a 
portable Veſſel, with which they bring Home their 
collected Sweets: and they have all the moſt commo- 
dious Store-houſes,in which they depoſit their delicious 
Wares. Though made for Peace, they know how 
to uſe the Sword. They can take up Arms with the 
utmoſt Reſolution and Intrepidity,. when Arms are re- 
Nin to guard their Wealth, or repel their Foes.— 

ithout making Botany their Study, they can readily 
diſtinguiſh ery Plant, that is moſt likely to yield 
Materials for their Buſineſs. Without ſerving an Ap- 
prenticeſhip in the Laboratory, they are complete Prac- 
tioners in the Art of Separation and Refinement. They 

are 
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are aware, without borrowing their Information from 
an Almanack, that the vernal Gleams, and Summer 
Suns, continue but for a Seaſon. Mindiul of this 
Admonition “, they improve to the utmoſt every ſhin- 
ing Hour; and lay up a Stock of balmy 'Freafure, ſuf- 
ficient to ſupply the whole State, till the Bloſſoms open 
a-freſh, and their flowery Harveſt returns. 

Let the Peacock boaſt, if he pleaſes, his elegant Top- 
knot and lofty Mien ; his Neck adorned with varying 
Dyes, and his Train befpangled with a Round of Stars. 
—Yet let him know, that the deſpiſed Butterffy, and 
even the lothed Caterpillar, diſplay an Attire no leſs 
ſumptuous ; and wear Ornaments, altogether as gen- 
teel, though not quite ſo magnificent. —l[f Beauty fits 
in State on that lordly Bird, ſhe ſhines in Miniature on 
the vulgar Inſet. And if the Maſter of this lower 
Creation, is ennobled with the Powers of Reaſon; the 
meaneſt Claſſes of ſenſitive Exiftence, are endued with 
the Faculty of Inſtinct. Which gives them a Sagacity, 
that is neither derived from Obſervation, nor waits for 
the Fmiſhings of Experience: which, without a Tu- 
tor, teaches them all neceſſary Skill; and enables them, 
without a Pattern, to perform every needſul Opera- 
tion. And, what is far more ſurpriſing. never miſleads 
them, either into erroneous Principles, or pernicious 
Practices: never fails them, in the niceſt or moſt ardu- 
ous of their Undertakings. 4 

Can you have Patience to follow me, if I ſtep into 
a different Element, and juſt viſit the watery World ? 
— Not one among the innumerable Myriads,which ſwim 
the boundleſs Ocean, but is watched over by that ex- 
alted EYE, whoſe Smiles irradiate the Heaven of 
Heavens. Not one, but is ſupported by that Almighty 
HAND, which Crowns Angels and Archangels 
with Glory. The condeſcending G0 D, has not 
only created, but beautified them. He has given the 
moſt exact Proportion to their Shape, the gayeſt Co- 
jours to their Skin, and a poliſhed Smootiheſs to their 
Scales. The Eyes of ſome are ſurrounded with a ſcar- 

let 


* Ventureque Hyemis memores, ÆAſlate Laborem 
Expertuntur, & in medium queſita reponunt, Virg. 
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let Circle; the Back of others is diverſified with crim- 
ſon Stains. View them, when they glance along the 
Stream, or While they are freſh from their native Beine; 
and the burniſhed Silver is not more bright, the radi- 
ant Rainbow is ſcarce more glowing, than their vivid, 
gliſtering, gloſſy Hues. | 

Yet, notwithitanding the Finery of their Apparel, 
We are under painful Apprehenſions for their Wel- 
fare. How can the poor Creatures Jive, amidſt the 
ſuffocating Waters ?—As they have neither Hands nor 
Feet, how can they help themſelves, or how eſcape 
their Enemies ? We are ſoon freed from our Fears 
by obſerving, that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as 
well as ornamental Furniture of Fins. Theſe, when 
expanded, like Maſts above, and Ballaſt below, poiſe 
their floating Bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. 
We cannot forbear congratulating them on the 
fexible Play, and wigorous Activity of their Tails. With 
which they ſhoot themſelves through the Paths of the 
Sea, more ſwiftly than Sails and Oars can waft the 
Royal Yatch. But we are loſt in Wonder, at the 
exquiſite Contrivance, and delicate Formation of their 
Gill,, By which they are accommodated, even in that 
denſe Medium, with the Power of Breathing, and the 
Benefits of Reſpiration. A Piece of Mechaniſm this, 
indulged to the meaneſt of the Fry; yet ſurpaſſing, infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſing, in the Fineneſs of its Structure, and 
the Felicity of its Operation, whatever is curious 1n 
the Works of Art, or commodious in the Palaces of 
Princes. 

Ther. Some Perſons, Aſpa/io, have the Art of giving 
Dignity to trivial, and Spirit to jejune Topics. I can- 
not but liſten, with a pleaſed Attention, to your Diſ- 
courſe ; though it deſcends to the lowelt Scenes, and 
meaneſt Productions of Nature. To make ſuch phi- 
loſophical Remarks, was uſually my Province; to add 
the religious Improvement, yours. But my Thoughts, 
at preſent, are wholly taken up with the Conſideration 
of my SAVIOUR's Righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn 
my Views, or divert my Speech, to any other Subject. 
All thoſe amiable Appearances of the external Crea- 

tion, 
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tion, which I was wont to contemplate with Rapture, 
afford but a languid Entertainment to my Mind.—— 
Till my Intereſt in this Divine REDEEMER is aſcer- 
tained, the Spring may bloom; the Summer ſhine ; 
and Autumn ſwell with Fruits: but it will be Win- 
ter, chearleſs, gloomy, defolate Winter in my Soul. 
Aſp. You ſay, Theron, You attended to my curſory 
Hints. Then, your own ſuperior Diſcernment could 
not but perceive, how every Part of the exterior World 


is adjuſted, in the moſt excellent and gracious Man- 


ner. Not the coarſeſt Piece of inactive Matter, but 
bears the impreſs of its MAK ER's faſhioning Skill.— 
Not a ſingle Creature, however inſignificant, but ex- 
hibits evident Demonſtrations of his providential Care. 
lis Hand is liberal, profuſely liberal, to all that 
breathes, and all that has a Being. 

Let me only aſk—and to introduce this Queſtion, 
with the greater Propriety ; to give it a more forcible 
Energy on our Minds ; was the principal Deſign of 
the preceding Remarks—Let me aſk ; Does GOD take 
Care for Oxen* ? Is He a generous Benefactor to the 
meaneſt Animals, to the loweſt Reptiles? Are his mu- 
nificent Regards extended farther ſtill, and vouchfafed 
even to the moſt worthleſs Vegetables ? And ſhall they 
be with-held from You, my dear Friend, and from 
me 2—Not one among all the numberleſs Productions, 
which tread the Ground, or ſtand rooted to the Soil, 
wants any Convenience, that is proper for its reſpective 
State. And will his heavenly FATHER deny T heron, 

| what is ſo neceſſary to his preſent Comfort, and his 


final Happineſs? Impoſlible T! 
| Ther. 


4 x Cor. ix. 9. 

+ I know not how to forbear tranſcribing a Paragraph, from 
one of our periodical Papers ; which contains a Propoſal for adapt- 
ing natural Philoſophy to the Capacity of Chr/dren, Wiſhing, at 
the ſame time, that the ingenious Author would inlarge his Sketch 
into a Treatiſe z and execute the Plan, which He has fo judici- 
ciouſly projected, and of which He has given Us ſo delicate a 
Specimen 

After ſome Remarks on the Sagacity of Birds, their Induſtry, 


and other ſurpriſing Properties, He adds “ Is it for Birds, O 
« LORD 
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Ther. I wiſh for, but I can hardly hope to partake 
of, that ſpiritual Bleſſing ; which always included my 
whole Happineſs, and now ingroſſes my whole Concern. 

Aſp. Not hope to partake E What Foundation, 
what Shadow of Pretence, has this deſponding Tem- 

r, either in Reaſon, or in Scripture? Is it not written, 
in the Book of divine Revelation? Is it not apparent, 
through the whole Compaſs of Nature? That the Al- 
mighty LORD, „who governeth the World with the 
v7 Palm of his Hand,” is remote, infinitely remote, 
from a niggardly Diſpoſition. He not only provideth 
for the Wants, but even ſatisfies the D:fire of every liv- 
ing Thing. 

Conſider thoſe ſtately Poppies, which are now the 
33 Ornament of the Garden. They have no 
Tongue to requeſt the leaſt Favour. Yet the ever- 
gracious MAKER, clothes them from his own Ward- 
robe, and decks them with exquiſite Beauty.— Obſerve 
the young Rawens, that fit — croking on yonder 
Boughs. Do they cry for Food? It is in hoarſe un- 
meaning Accents. Yet the all-ſupporting GOD, over- 
looks their Ignorance ; and fupplies their every Need, 
from his own ſpontaneous Bounty.—If He attends to 
the former, though incapable of aſking ; if he accommo- 
dates the latter, though inſenſible of their Benefactor; 
can He diſregard our preſſing Wants? Will He reje# 
our earneſt Petitions ? Eſpecially, when We ſeek ſuch 
pure and exalted Gifts, as it is both his Delight and 
his Honour to beſtow. 

O! my Friend, look abroad into univerſs] Nature, 
and look away every diſquieting Thought. 


Ther. 


« LORD, that Thou haſt joined together ſo many Miracles, 
* which they have no Knowledge of? Is it for Men who give no 
„Attention to them? Is it for the Curious, who are ſatisfied with 
« admiring, without raiſing their Thoughts to Thee? Or is it not 
rather viſible, that thy Deſign has been to call Us to thyſelf, by 
« ſuch a Spectacle? To make Us ſenſible of thy Providence and 
„infinite Wiſdom ; and to fill Us with C:nfidence in thy Boun- 
« ty, who watcheſt, with ſo much Care and Tenderneis, over 
Birds, though two of them are ſold but for a Farthing?“ 
* Plal. cxlv. 16. 
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inqui have, for 
id You inquire what Pretence I , 
363 Alas! I have more a 
Pretence. I have a Reaſon. A Reaſon too obvious; 
py 
r was the Worthineſs of * 
5 Ijraelites? Yet the L. ORD bare re- v 
ried them, all the Days of old Men VV here was - 1e ha 
thineſs of Saul the Blaſphemer Aer org A 4 
ſen Veſſel, and ſet Aim as a 8 
eee. deſerve nothing at the won of 
GOD our Saviour. Neither did Jes Bret = 
deſerve any Kindneſs from the * 5551 1 5 
he delivered them from Famine, u 70 0 e 
d them in the choiceſt Territor 
very. He ſettled ther - eee 
ſt Him into the horrible Pit. 
Hr, K Friend and a Father to thoſe unnatural Re- 
lations; who were his actual Betrayers, and his _ 
— Murderers. And _ - yy Bey n 
bour a Suſpicion, at C 
— 1 Joſeph? Shall a frail Mortal out-vie 
UEL in Beneficence * 8 
1 not ſore Righteouſneſs of our own * 
ſibly required, in order to our Participation of the 
l f CHRIST ? ; 
W «7% ſuch a Righteouſneſs as the . e 
Wane and Zaccheus the Publican poſleſſed. ro 
the Philippian Jailor, and the profligate Corinthians 
mi ht boaſt. Zaccheus was an infamous Publican, 
= chief among the Extortioners. W 2 we . 
| ſecutor, and in Purpoſe a Self-murderer. 
Ter — 1015 ſays of the former, This Day, with- 
out injoining any Courſe of e 8 
ö to thine Houſe +. St. Paul dire 
cn "ons inſiſting upon any antecedent 17 N 
ouſneſs, to believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST ; and 
aſſures the poor alarmed Sinner, that, in ſo doing, 
41. . 
* is required, in order 8 5 _ 
F . 
cipation of CHRIST and his Benefits, bu Loon 


4 Luke xix. 9. 1 Acts xvi. 31. 
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viction of our Need, a Senſe of their Worth, and a Wil- 
lingneſs to receive them in the appointed Way; that 
is, freely, and as Matter of pure Grace. 

Ther. Surely, to come without any Holineſs, with- 
out any decent Preparative, muſt be a groſs Indignity to 
the Divine FESUS. Whoever preſents a Petition to 
any earthly Sovereign, will think it his bounden Duty, 
not to appear in a flovenly Diſhabille, much leſs in 
filthy Raiment. Does not our LORD Himſelf, in the 
Parable of the Wedding-Garment, inculcate this very 
Point, and caution Us againſt a preſumptuous Ap- 
proach ? 

Aſp. In the Parable You mention, CHRIST is both 
the Bridegroom, the Feaſt, and the Wedding-Gar- 
ment “. And who are invited to an Union with this 
Bridegroom ? To partake of this Feaſt? To be arrayed 
with this Wedding-Garment ? — The Meſſengers are 
ſent, not to the Manſion-houſes of the Rich, or the 
Palaces of the Mighty; but to the High-ways and 
Hedges. Where Miſery mourns; and Poverty pines ; 
and Baſeneſs hides her Head. To whem is their 
Meſſage addrefſed? To the Poor, the Maimed, the 
Halt, the Blind f. Thoſe who have no amiable or 
recommending Endowments, but every /o:h/ome and 
diſguſiful Property. Theſe, Theron, theſe are not only 
not forbidden, but intreated— importuned—and, by 
all the Arts ef Perſuaſion, by every weighty or win- 
ing Motive, compelled to come in.—And after all this, 
ſurely, it cannot be an Act of Preſumption to accept, 
but muſt be a Breach of good Manners to refuſe the 
Invitation. | 

Ther. You take no Notice of the Man, who was 
found without a Wedding-Garment. Which is by tar 
the molt alarming Incident, and that which gives me 
no ſmall Uneaſineſs. 

Aſp. And does my Theron take proper Notice of 
the Divine Declaration? J have prepared my Dinner, 


liys the KING eternal. l Things are ready |. What- 


* Hac Veſtis eft Juſtitia CHRISTI. Bengel. in Loc. 
Tt Luke xiv. 21, 1 Matt. xxii. 4. 
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ever is neceſſary for the Juſtification, the Holine!s, 
the complete Salvation of Sinners, is provided in the 
Perſon of my SON. Let them come therefore, as to a 
nuptial Banquet; and freely enjoy my Muniticence ; 
and feaſt their Souls with the royal Provition. 

The Man without a Wedding-Garment, denotes 
the ſpecious ſuper/icial Profeſſor ; who is called by 
CHRIST's Name, but has never gut on CHRIS - 
JESUS by Faith. Shall I tell You more plainly, 
whom this Character repreſents? You yourſelf, my 
dear Theron, was ſome Months ago, in the State of 
this unhappy Creature. When You truſted in Your- 
ſelf, and thought highly of your own, thought meaniy 
of your SAVIOUR's Kighteouineſs. 

{ congratulate my Friend, on his happy Deliverance 
from ſo dangerous a Condition. You and I are now 
like the returning Prodigal. Let us remember, that He 
had no Recommendation, either of Peron, or Dreſs, 
or of Circumſtance. None but his Nakedneſs, his 
Miſery, and his Vileneſs. Yet He was received 
received with inexpreſſible Indulgence ; and clothed 
with that firt, that 4%, that divineſt Robe , the 
Righreouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. 

Let Us accuſtom Ourſelves to conſider this incom- 
parable Robe, under its evangelical Character. It is 
not a Matter of Bargain, nor the Subject of Sale, but 
a Gilt. The Gift of Righteoujneſs, ſays the Apoitle. And 
Gifts, We all know, are not to be purchaſed, but re- 
ceived. 

Ther. Is nothing then, nothing to be done on our 
Part ? 

Aip. Theſe legal Apprehenfions! How cloſely they 
cleave to my Theron's Mind! But, I hope, the Word 
of GOD, which pierceth to the dividing aſunder the 
Sovi and Spirit, will give the ſevering Blow. — And 
what ſays that ſacred Word? It deſcribes the Goſpel, 
as a Wil or Teſtament ; and all its glorious Bleſlings, 

as 


T Luke xv. 22. 
(1; Heb, ix. 16, 17. This Not ion not only runs through the 
Scriptures, but ſands conſpicuous even in their Title-page. — 
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as Legacies bequeathed by the dying JESUS. When 
your old Acquaintance Charicles, left You a handiome 
Legacy; what did you 4% to eltabliſh your Title, and 
make it your own ? 

Ther. My Title was pre-eſtabliſhed, by my Friend's 
Donation. I had nothing to do, but to claim, to ac- 
cept, and to poſſeſs. | 

Aſp. Do the very ſame, in the preſent Caſe. They 
who believe, are Heirs, undoubted Heirs of the Righ- 
teouſnels which is by Faith F. ure you cannot ſuppoſe, 
that CHRIST's Kindneſs is leſs ſincere, or that 


 CHRIST's Donations are leſs valid, than thoſe of an 


earthly Leſtator. 

Ther. '| his Illuſtration hardly reaches the Point. I 
ſpeak not of doing any Thing, by way of Merit, but 
by way of Qualification. 

Aſp. I can think of no Qualification, unleſs it be our 
extreme indigence. 'This, indeed, it will be proper 
to have: and this, J preſume, you are not without. 
Other Qualification, neither Reaion preſcribes, nor 
Scripture requires. 

Reaſon preſcribes no other. — The Gifts of the great 
eternal SOVEREIGN are intended, not to recognize 
our imaginary Worth, but to manifeſt the exceeding 
Riches of his Mercy and Grace. To anſwer /ach a 
Deſign, the Unworthy and the Sinners are duly qua- 
lified; nay, are the oz/y qualified, Perſons. 

Scripture requires uo ot her. — The ever-mercitul SA- 
VIOUR ſays not; They are unqualified for my Me- 
rits. They have no valuable or noble Acquirements. 


What are they called? Tur oLD and THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
What is a Teament ? An authentic Deed, in which Eſtates are 
tranſmitted, and Legacies bequeathed. In other Teſtaments, ſome 
earthly Poſſeſſion; in this, the heavenly Patrimony, even all 
the Riches of Grace, and the everlaſting Inheritance of Glory, 
Did we conſider the Scriptures in this Light, it would be a moſt 
engaging Invitation, to {earch them with Afiduity and Pleature, 
What Child js willing to continue ignorant of a deceaſed Parent's 
laſt Will and Teſtament? Who does not covet to know, what 
devolves to his Polſeſſion, in ſuch an impertant and intereſting 
Conveyance ? 
F Heb. xi. 7. 


Q 2 But 


- —— — 


ae DIALOG UE XV. 


But this is his tender Complaint; They will not come 
to me, juſt as they are; with all their Sins about them; 


with all their Guilt upon them; that they may have 


Life +. —— Pray take notice of this text ; and you 
will ſee that Sanctification, Heavenly-mindednet:, and 
a Victory over our Luſts, are not the Qualitications 
which He requires, but the Bleflings which He will 
confer. 

Ther. The Unworthy and Sinners, the only qualified ! 
Then Judas ſhould ſtand in the firſt Rank of quali- 
fed Perſons ; and the devout Centurion, whoſe Prayers 
and Alms had come up as a Memorial before GOD, was 
thereby unqualified for the Favour of Heaven. 

Aſp. If you obſerved my Expreſſion, I ſpoke in the 
hypothetical Manner, Made a Suppoſition, rather than 
advanced an Aﬀertion. HF there be any Qualification, 
this is the only one. But ſtrialy ſpeaking, there is 
no ſuch Thing. The impulſive Cauie of all GOD's 
Goodnets exiſts in himſelf. He has Mercy, not becauſe 
this or that Perſon is amiable, is meet, or qualified, 
but becauſe he wwill have Mercy.—And as tor our Need 
of Mercy and Reconciliation, ariſing from our Sinful- 
neſs, this can no more conſtitute a Qualification for 
the Bleſſings, than an Act of Rebellion can quality for 


the firit Honours of the State. 


But this We muſt allow, that ſuch Need, ſuch Mi- 
ſery, ſuch Sinfulneſs, illuſtrate the Freene/5, and diſ- 
play the Riches of divine Grace. And this We ſhould 
never forget, that the grand End which GOD pro- 
poſes, in all his favourable Diſpenſations to fallen 
Man, is, to demonſtrate the Sovereignty, and advance 
THE GLory Or His Grace. The LORD pro- 
miſing a very extraordinary Deliverance to Mael, ſays; 
not for your Sakes, be it known unto You, do I this ſignal 
Good. What then is the Inducement? We find it in 
the following Declaration; 1, even I am HE, that blot- 
teth out your Tranſgreſſions FOR My OWN Sake F. We 
have the the ame Diſcovery of undeſerved and trium- 
phant Goodneſs, in that great evangelical Truth; Not by 
Warks 


+ John v. 40. | Ezek. xxxvi. 32. § Ia. xliii. 25. 
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IWorks of Righteouſneſs, which We have done, whether 
they be initial or habitual, &ut according to his Mercy 
He Javed us F. : 

Ther. This is ſuch a Gift !—To be intereſted in all 
the Merits of CHRIST! To have his immaculate 
Righteouſneſs imputed to my Soul !—--- So that from 
henceforth there ſhall be no Fear of Condemnation, but 
a comfortable Enjoyment of freeſt Love, and a de- 
lightful Expectation of completelt Glory ! 

Aſp. If this rich Donation excecd your Wiſhes, ſur- 
paſs your N ye and fill You with grateful Aſto- 
niſhment ; it is ſo much the better adapted to ditplay, 
what the Scripture very emphatically ſtyles, the abun- 
dant, the ſuper-abundant, the exceeding abundant * Grace 
of our GOD. GOD hath Pleature in the Proſpe- 
rity of his Servants. He is a boundleſs Ocean of Good ; 
ever flowing, yet abſolutely inexhauſtible. See! What 
an innumerable Variety of Benefits, are tranſmitted 
from yonder Sun, to gladden all the Regions of Na- 
ture ! Yet the Sun is but a Spark ; its higheſt Splen- 
dor, no more than a Shade ; its uninterrupted and moſt 
profuſe Communications of Light, a poor diminutive 
Scantling ; compared with the Riches of Divine Be- 
nignity. 

The Servant in the Parable, who owed ten thouſand 
Talents, craved only ſome kind Forbearance. Whereas, 
his generous Lord gave him an Acquittance in full; 
I forgave Thee all that Debt f. You wonder, and very 
deſervedly, at ſuch vaſt Generoſity. But, what had 
been your Admiration, if the noble Maſter had admitted 
this obnoxious Servant, to a Share in his Dignity ? 
What, if he had made Him the Heir of his Houle, and 
ſettled his whole Eſtate upon Him? This perhaps, You 
would fay, exceeds the Bounds of Credibility. Yet 
GOD Almighty's ſtupendous Beneficence exceeds all 
this. He not only ſpares guilty Creatures, but makes 
them his Children; makes them Inheritors of his 

1 Tit. iii. 5. | 

” YTripoanMneru XHprg. 2 Cor. 1x. | 4.—YTmTepeTepiooevory 5 

Xæpig. Rom. v. 20. —TYTeptTAouvacts N X&prg- 2 '1:m.1. 14. 
T Matt, xvili. 32. 
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Kingdom ; and, as an Introduction to all, or rather as 
the Crown of all, makes them Partakers of his SON. 

Ther. The Gift is ineſtimable; of more Value than 
all Worlds. It will render me bleſſed and happy, Now 
and for Ever. And may ſo unworthy a Creature look 
for a Bleſſing, ſo ſuperlatively excellent? 

Ap. Unworthy! My dear Friend, dwell no longer 
upon that obſolete Topic. The greate/! Unaortkineſs 
28 nO Objection in CARIST's Account, when the Soul 
is Convinced of Sin, and the Heart deſirous of a 8 A- 
VIOUR. And as for Worthineſs, this is as much dit- 
avowed by the Goipel, as eguivecal Generation is ex- 
ploded by the Diſcoveries of our improved Philoſophy. 
Nay farther, this Notion is diametrically cortrary 
to the Goſpel, and totally /abwverfive of the Covenant 
of Grace. 

Ther. In what Reſpects? 

Aſp. Becauſe, it would make our own Duty and 
Obedience the Terms. Whereas, the Terms were 
CHRIST 's Suffering, and CHRIS T's Obedience. 
Theſe are the Hinge on which that great Tranſaction 
turns, and on which the Hope of the World hangs. 

Ther. Be more particular, Aſpaſio. _ 

Aſp. The firſt Covenant was made with Adam, for 
Himſelf and Us. Breaking it, He loſt his original 
Righteouſneſs, and became ſubject to Death. Was, at 
once, a Bankrupt and a Rebel — Now You cannot ſup- 
poſe, that the Almighty MAJESTY would enter into 
4 freſh Covenant, with an inſo/vent and attainted Crea- 
ture. It pleaſed, therefore, the SEL COND PERSON 
of the adorable "TRINITY, to undertake our Caule ; 
to become our Surety ; and put Himſelf in our Stead. 
Miib Him the ſecond Covenant was made. He was 
charged with the Performance of the Conditions: 
thereby to obtain Pardon and Righteouſneſs, Grace 
and Glory, for all his People. I have made a Covenant 
auith my CHOSEN + ONE, is the 5 90 

1 


+ Plat. lx x ix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this Pſalm, in 
its feli nreſt Senſe, is referable to CHRIST ; and in its full Extent, 
is referable «r/y unto CIIRIST. If fo, I think, it would be more 
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MOST HIGH. And the Terms were (You will per- 


mit me to repeat the momentous Truth) not your 
Worthineſs or mine, but the Incarnation, the Obedi- 
ence, the Death of GOD's ever bleſſed SON. 

Ther, las Man then no Oſhce aſſigned, no Part to 
act, in the Covenant of Grace ? 

Aſp. He has: but it is a Part, which my Friend 
ſeems very loth to diſcharge. His Part is to accept the 
Bleſſings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, and freely 


offered to the Sinner. His Part is, not to diſhonour 


the REDEEMER's gracious Interpoſition, and inh- 


nitely ſufficient Perſormance, by hankering after any 
Merit of his own. | 

Ther. It this be the Nature of the New Covenant, 
I mult confeſs, 1 have hitherto been ignorant of the 
Goſpel. | | 

Aſp. And from hence ariſes your preſent Diſtreſs. 
From hence your Averſeneſs to receive Comfort. 
You are a Philoſopher, Theron ;o and have been accuſ- 
tomed to examine nicely the Proportion of Objects, 
rather than to weigh them in the Balance of the Sanc- 
tuary. Here you find all Proportion ſwallowed up 
and loſt. This quite overthrows all your Concluſions, 
drawn from the Fitneſs of Things. Here, Man 1s 
nothing, leſs than nothing, while Grace is all in all.— 
And ſhould we not, however unworthy in Ourſelves, 
magnity the Grace of our GOD ? 

{her. Moſt certainly. 


Aſp. How can this be done, but by expecting great 


and ſuperlatively precious Bleſſings from his Hands ?— 


ſignificant and emphatical, to render YYTY My choſen One, — 
This will furnith out a very clear and cogent Argument to prove, 
that the Covenant of Grace was made with our LORD JESUS. 
Juſt ſuch an Argument as. the Apoſtle uſes, to cenvince the Ca- 
latians, That the Promiſes of the Covenant were made to the lame 
Divine PERSON, Gal. iii. 16.—From both which Premiſes this 
important Conclusion follows; That Juſtification and every ſpi— 
ritual Bleſſing are the Purcbaſe of CHRIST's Ob dience ; are 
lodged in Him as the great Preprietary; are communicated to Sinners, 
only through the Exerciſe of Faith, or in a Way of Believing. 
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Alexander, You know, had a famous, but indigent 
Philoſopher, in his Court. Our Adept in Science, was 
once particularly ſtraĩtened in his Circumſtances. Io 
whom ſhould He apply, but to his Patron, the Con- 
gueror of the World? His Requeſt was no ſooner 
made, than granted. Alexander gives Him a Com- 
miilion, to receive of his Treaſurer whatever He want- 
ed. He immediately demands, in his Sovereign's 
Name, a hundred "Talents. The Treaturer, ſur- 
prited at fo large a Demand, refuſed to comply: but 
waits upon the King, and repreſents the Aftair. Adding 
withal, how unrea{onable He thought the Petition, and 
how exorbitant the Sum. Alexander heard Him 
with Patience: but, as ſoon as He had ended his 
Remonſtrance, replied ; © Let the Money be inſtantly 
paid. I am delighted with this Philoſopher's way 
of thinking. He has done me a ſingular Honour; 
and ſhewed, by the Largeneſs of his Requeſt, what 
a high Idea He has conceived, both of my ſupe- 
„ rior Wealth, and my royal Munificence.” 

Thus, my dear Theron, let us honour, what the in- 
{vired Penman ſtyles, The marvelous Lowing-kinaneſs of 
FEHOY AH. From the King, who/e Name is the LORD 
of Hoſts, let Us expect not barely what correſponds 
with our low Models of Generofity—much leſs what 
We ſuppoſe proportioned to our fanſied Deferts—but 
what is ſuitable to the unknown Magnificence of his 
Majeſty. Then We ſhall cheartully truſt, that CHRIST 
F ESUS will be made of GOD to Us Miſaom, and Righte- 
ouſueſs, and Sendification, and Redemption. 

Ther. I have not only no Merit, but great Guilt“. 
Was, by Nature, a Child of Wrath. Have been, by 

Practice, 


I beliere, No One experiented in the ſpiritual Life will ſuſpect, 
that Theron ſpeaks ow of Character Conſcience, when once 
alarmed, is a ſtubborn and unceremonious Thing. It pays no 
D<t-r-nce to Wealth: it never ſtands in awe of Grandeu: : nei— 
ther can it be ſoothed by the Refinements of Education, or the 
Attainm-mts of Learning. And We generally find, that a meſt 
unaccountable Propenſity to Seif-wv5rthineſs, ſtrongly poſſeſſes the 
nev-awakeged Convert, He is perpetually raiſing OtyeCtions, 
feunded on the Want of perſona} Muit, notwithſtanding all our 
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Practice, a Slave of Sin. And, what is worſe, am 
{till corrupt; have ſtill a carnal Heart. And has 
not ſuch a Wretch forfeited all Title to the Divine Fa- 
vour ? Nay, does He not deſerve the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire ? 

Aſp. That We all deſerve this Miſery, is beyond 
Diſpute. I am truly glad, that We are ſenſible of our 
Demerit. Here our Recovery begins. Now We are 
to believe, that the LORD FESUS has ſatisſied Divine 
Juſtice ; has paid a glorious Price, on purpoſe to ob- 
tain for ſuch ill-deſerving, ſuch Hell-deſerving Crea- 
tures, all Pardon, all Holineſs, and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs. According to the Import of that charming 
Scripture, When We were Enemies (and what is there 
in an Enemy, to beſpeak Favour, or deſerve Benefits ?) 
We were reconciled to GOD by the Death of his SON. 
As it is Pride, to entertain high Notions of our 
own Accompliſhments, or to expect eternal Life on 
the Score of our own Obedience; ſo it will be an Af- 
front to the Grandeur of CHRIST's Merits, and the 
Freeneſs of his Grace, if We ſuppoſe our Crimes too 
heinous to be forgiven, or our Perſons too vile to be 


accepted. 


You have great Guilt. But is this a Reaſon, why 
You ſhould be excluded from the Bleſlings of the 
Covenant? Look to the ſixteenth Chapter of Eze- 
kiel, Contemplate the State of the poor Outcaſt, de- 
ſcribed in that memorable Chapter. An Infant i 116 
Blood; lothſome with Iniquity ; that had nothing to 
excite Love, but all that might provoke Abhorrence. 
Yet, what fays the HOLY ONE of /ſrae/ ? When 
1 ſaw Thee polluted in thy Plood, I ſpread my Skirt 
over Thee; and Thou becameſt mine. This is the Man- 
ner of his Proceeding, not barely to one Nation, but 


Remonſtrances, to quiet his Fears, and remove his Jealouſies. It 
is truly a hard Task, for a Mind, naturally leavened with legal 
Pride, to come naked and miferable to CHRIST-—to come, di- 
veſted of every Recommendation but that of extreme Wretch- 
edneſs; and receive, from the Hand of unmerited Benignity, the 
free Richcs of evangelical Grace. 

1 Rom. v. 10, 
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to all his People; not in one Period of Time only, 
but through all! Generations. 

You are % corrupt: One that is ſenſible of his 
Corruption, and acknowledges his Sinfulneſs! Ihen 
You are the wery Perſon, for whom the SAVIOUR's 
Righteouſneſs is intended; to whom it is promiſed. — 
You are a Governor of the County-hoſpital, Theron. 
You have been induſtrious in promoting, and are active 
in ſupporting that excellent Inſtitution; where Mede- 
eine with her healing Stores, and Religion with her 
heavenly Hopes, act as joint Hand-maids to Charity. 
What are the Circumſtances, which render any Per- 
ſons the proper Objects, for an Admillion into your 
Infirmary 

Ther. Their Poverty, and their Diſtemper. With- 
out Poverty, they would not need ; and free from 
Diſftemper, they would not prize, the Benefit of our 
modern Betheſda. 

Aſp. Apply this to the Caſe under Conſideration. 
The whole World is in a State of ſpiritual Diſorder. 
CHRIST is ſtvled, by an inipired Writer, The LORD 
our Healer. The Gift of his Righteouineſs, the Balm 
of his Blood, and the Influences of his SPIRIT) are 
the ſovereign Reſtorative. And ſure it cannot be a 
fanſiful Perſuaſion of our Health, but a fecling Con- 
viction of our Diſcaſe, that renders Us proper Objects 
of his recovering Grace. He came, not to call the Righ- 
tecus, the Righteous in their own Eyes; but Sinners ; 
ſelf- condemned and ruined Sinners, to exerciſe Repent- 

ance, and find Mercy. | 
Ther. But, if any fooliſh and refractory Patients have 
abuſed our Benefcence ; it is a ſtanding unalterable 

Rule of the Houtt, never to admit them a ſecond Time; 

however preſſing their Exigencies, or however pow- 

erſul their Recommender, I have, not once only, but 
through the whele Courſe of my Life, abuſed the mar- 
velous Loving-kindneſs of the LORD. | 
Air. And is not GOD ſuperior to all his Creatures, 
in Acis of Pardon, as well as of Power? Yes; as 
thoſe Heavens are higher, than this proſtrate Earth ; 


{ much more inlarged and extenfive is the divine Cle- 
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mency— than the wideſt Sphere of human Kindneſe, 
ſhall I fay ? Yea rather than the boldeſt Flights of hu- 
man Imagination. Your Statutes are inexorable, in 
Caſe of one notorious Irregularity committed. But the 


free Gift of Grace is vouchſafed, notwithſtanding mary 


Ofences, wnto Juſtification. It is the Glory of our Al- 
mighty RULER, and redounds the Honour of his 
crucihed SON, to paßt over not a fingle Tranſgreſſion 
only, but a Multitude of Provocations ; to be as une- 
qualed in Mercy, as He is ſupreme in Majetty. 

Theron pauſed. 
operate: This Anodyne to take effect —Defirous to 
improve the favourable Juncture, and fet Home the 
needed Conſolation, afro added: | 

How often did the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, diſre- 
gard the Warnings, and reject the Counlels, of our 
bleſſed LORD! How juſtly might He have ſworn in 
his Wrath; © "They ſhall never hear the joyſul Sound 
of my Goſpel more. The Bletlings, which they 
have to wantonly deſpiſed, and ſo wickedly abuſed, 
* ſhall be irrevocably withdrawn.” —Inſtead of pailing 
ſuch a Sentence, hear the Charge, which, after his 
Rcſurrection, He gives to his Apoltles : That Repent- 


' ance and PRemiſſion of Sins thould be preached, in my Name, 


to all Nations, BEGINNINO AT jERUSALEM T. At 
Jeruſalem, LORD! Have not the Mien of that un- 
grateful and barbarous City, been deat to thy tendereſt 
Importunities? Did they not periecute Thee even 
unto Death? Are not their Weapons {till reeking, as 
it were, with thy Blood; and their Tongues till 
ſhooting out Arrows, even bitter Words? By which 
they would murder thy Character, as they have already 
crucified thy Perſon. Yet theſe Wretches (and could 
any be more inhuman 5 Could any be more unwor- 
thy ?) are not only not abhorred, but unto them 1s the 
Meſſage of Grace, and the Word of Salvation ſent. 
Nay, to ſhew the unparalleled Freeneſs of our RE- 
DEEMER's Grace, Theſe are y upon the heavenly 


are 
+ Luke xxivs 47. 
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are to be publiſhed through the World, 2 begin (a- 


mazing Mercy!) musr BEGIN at Jersſalem. 
Ther. Thus much I may venture to profeſs in my 


own Behzlt : That I long for this Bleiling I pray 
for this Bleſſing But I cannot fee my Fitle, to this 
comprehenſive and ineſtimable Bleſſing, clear. 

Aſp. I tehold it perfectly clear, and aſcertained by 
your own Confſeſſion. Some Daus ago, a worthy 
Clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in the Neigh— 
bourhood, did Himſelf the Honour of making one at 
yonr Table. After Dinner, You ſhewed Him your 
Library; We took a Walk in your Garden; and made 
the agreeable Four of the Fith-Ponds. Ihen with 
that amiable Frankneſs of Mien and Accent, which is 
ſo peculiar to my Friend, and exceedingly endears all 
his Favours You told Him; That He was as 
welcome to any Book in your Study, as if the whole 
Collection was his own. That if, on a Viſit from 
„ tome Acquaintance of ſuperior Rank, He ſhould 
* With to be accommodated with a more delicate En- 
© tertainment than uiual ; the Productions of your 
Waters, and of your Hot-becs, were intirely at 
« tis Service. And that his Acceptance of your Of- 
* fers, without the leaſt Shyneſs or Keferve, would 
be the moit pleaiing Compliment He could pay 
* You on the Occaſion.” 

What ſays the great PROPRIE'T OR of all Good? 
If any Man, however unworthy his Perſon, or ob- 
noxious his Character, i; thirſt for the Bleſſings 
of my evangelical Kingdom ; Jet Him come unto me, 
the Fountain of theſe living Waters, and drink his 
Fill +.—You Yourſelf acknowledge, that You long 
tor the facred Privileges of the Goſpel. Your Heart 
is awakened into habitua] and lively Defires after tke 
Salvation of CHRIST. What is this but, in the ſpi— 
ritual Senſe, to thirſt ? To You thereſore the Promiſe 
is made. Lo You the Riches of this benign Diſpen- 
ſation belong. 

That Clergyman has not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
being diſappointed, in caſe He ſhould fend for a 
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Brace of Carp from your Canal, or a fine Melon from 
your Garden. Why is He ſo confident ? Becauſe 
He has done You any ſignal Service? No; but be- 
cauſe You have paſſed your Word, and made the ge- 
nerous Offer. And why ſhould You harbour the leaſt 
Doubt, concerning the Divine Veracity? Why ſhould 
You call in queſtion your Right to theſe heavenly 
Treaſures? Since it is founded on a Grant, altogether 


as free, altogether as clear, as your own indulgent Con- 


celſion; and infinitely more firm, than any human En- 
gagement. Founded on the Fidelity of that ſublime 
BEING, who“ remembers his Covenant and Pro- 
© miſe to a thouſand Generations.” 

Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, yet difficult to be- 
lieve, what You urge. : 

Aſp. What I urge, is not the Voice of a few dubi- 
ous Paſſages, nicely culled from the Book of GOD, 
or forcibly wreſted by the Interpretation of Man. Ihe 
whole 'T'enour of Inſpiration runs, with the greateſt 
Perſptcuity, and the greateſt Uniformity, in this de- 
lightful Strain. Let me, out of a Multitude, pro- 
duce another Expreſs from the Court of Heaven. Ho! 
every One that thirſteth, come Ye to the Waters, even He 
that hath no Money. Come Ye, buy and eat: yea; come, 
buy Wine and Milk, without Mogey and without Price *, 
Wine and Milk, undoubtedly ſignify the Pardon of 
our Sins, and the ſuſtification of our Perſons ; the 
Communications of ſanctifying Grace, and the Hope 
of eternal Glory. Theſe are nouriſhing and refreſhing 
to the Soul, as Milk the richeſt of Foods, and as Wine 
the beſt of Cordials, are to the Body. Theſe, You 
ſee, are to be obtained, without Money, and without 
Price: without any Merit of our own ; without any 
Plea deduced from Ourſelves ; by poor, undone, pe- 
riſhing Bankrupts. They are to be enjoyed by ewve- 
ry One, that unfeignedly eſteems them, and earneſtly 
ſeeks them. No Exception is made. No excluſive 
Clauſe added. It is not ſaid, Whoever is worthy, but 
whoever «will, let Him take of the Water of Life free- 
ly +.——To leave no room for any miſgiving Appre- 
| henſjons, 


* Ifai, Iv. 1. Þ+ Rev, xxl. 17. 
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henſions, the kind Invitation is removed; the invalua- 
ble Tender is reconfirmed ; and both are preſſed upon 
Us with the moſt affectionate Vehemence. 

Had our heavenly BENEFAC TOR permitted Us to 
draw up this Inſtrument of Conveyance, and word it 
according to our own Wiſh ; what Language could 
We have contrived, to render either the Grant more 
free, or our Claim more ſecure ? 

Ther. "Theſe are chearing Truths. They amount 
to little leſs than a Demonſtration. And I am ready to 
declare, in the Language of Agrippa; Almoſt Thou 
perſuadeſt me to commence a Believer. ; 

Aſp. And why, my dear Friend, why not altogether ? 
Can You diſtruſt the Sincerity of the divine Overtures ? 
If the Overtures are real, your Title is unqueſtionable. 
—— Nay ; there is more than an Overture. You have 
(if I may fo expreſs myſelt) a Deed of Gift, from the 
Almighty MAJESTY. To Us, ſays the Prophet 
including all that wait for the Redemption of CHRIST, 
and the Conſolation of //rgel——a Child is born. To 
Us: He repeats the precious Truth ; to declare his 
exuberant Joy +, and denote the abſolute Certainty I of 
the 'Thing—a Son 7s given. Even GOD's own SON, 
the ever bleſſed JESUS, to be our PROPITIA TION, 
our SURE'T V, our complete REDEEMER. 

Juſt caft a Look upon yonder neat Lodge. Though 
placed in the Center of a ſpacious Field, it ſeems to 
be contiguous with the Extremity of the Viſta, The 
Eye, traveling over ſuch a Length of Ground, has 
almoſt loſt the Windows, and the decent Ornaments 
of the Front. But I ſhall not foon loſe the Idea of 
that amiable Munificence ; which, as I was rambling 
one pleaſant Morning, and accidentally called at the 


Houſe, I learned from its preſent Owner, — He was, 
I find, 


+ Virgil has copied the Prophet's ine Manner, He repreſents 
Joy, uttering her Sentiments in the ſame ſpirited Strain, with the 


lame reiterated Earneſtneſs: 
1 — Humlemgue wvidemus 


Italiam. Italiam primus conclamat Achater, 
Haliam lte Hocii Clamyre ſalutant, 
1 See Gen, vi. 32. 
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I find, one of your Servants. Had ſpent ſeveral Yearg 
in your Family. When He ſettled in the World, You 
beſtowed upon him that commodious Box, and a pret- 
ty adjacent Farm ; to poſſeſs, without Moleſtation or 
Controul, during his Life. Does He not reckon 
the little Eſtate, by virtue of your Donation, to be his 
own? As much his own, for the 'Time preſcribed, as 
if He had paid an Equivalent in Money ? SINCE 
the LORD JEHOVAH has given Us his SON, and 
all his unutterable Merits ; why ſhould We not, with 
an Aſſurance of Faith, receive the incomparable Gift? 
Why ſhould We not confide in it, as firmer than the 
firmeſt Deed ; and far more inviolable, than any royal 
Patent? Eſpecially, ſince it has been ſealed to Us, 
in every ſacramental Ordinance ; and witneſſed by e- 
very good Motion of the HOLY SPIRIT in our 
Hearts. 

Ther. My Servant never affronted my Authority. If 
He had vilihed my Character, or inſulted my Perſon, 
ſhould I then have been inclined to make the fame ad- 
vantageous Settlement. | 

Aſp. Herein appears the infinite Superiority of the 
divine Bounty. GOD 1s rich in Mercy, not only to 
the Obedient and Grateful, but to the Unthankful and 
Unworthy. To the LORD our GOD, ſays the Prophet, 
belong Mercies and Forgiveneſſes ; in Meaſure ſuperabun- 
dant, and in Continuance unwearied. And this, not- 
withſtanding We have offended Him, by our manifold 
Failures in Duty. Nay, have rebelled * againſt him, by 
flagrant Violations of his Law. 


In 
* Dan. ix. 9. The Original is 100 than which no Expreſ- 


fion, in the Hebrezo Language, bears a more obnoxious Significa- 
tion. It denotes the molt audecrous and the moſt flagiticus Im- 
piety. It denotes that Rebellion, which is as the Sin of Witch- 


craft; and that Stubhornneſs, which is as the Iniguity of Idelatry. 


Yet, =I virulent and execrable as it is, it does not ſuppreſs the 
Vearnings of divine Pity, nor ſuperſede the Exerciſe of divine 
Forgiveneſs —With a Word derived from the ame Root, Saul, 
when exaſperated almoit to Madneſs, upbraids Jonathan. And we 
know, Perſons fo extremely incenſed, never ſpeak in the ſofteſt 
Terms; never touch the Subject with a Feather, but make their 
Tongue like a ſharp Sword.. 
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In ſweet Concert with this prophetical Leſſon, ſings 
the tranſported P/a/miſt ; Thou, LORD, in thy ſac red 
Humanity, Ya, aſcended up on high : aſcended, from 
the low Caverns of the Lomb, to the higheſt Throne 
in the higheſt Heavens. Thou haſt led Captivity cap- 
tive: haſt aboliſhed Death, that univerſal Tyrant; 
and ſubdued thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, which had in- 
ſlaved the whole World. Like a glorious and tri— 
umphant Conqueror, Thou haſt allo received Gifts; 
not merely for thy own Fruition, but to confer on 
Others, by way of honorary and inriching Largenets. 
What are thoſe Gifts, Theron? 

Ther. The Gifts of the Goſpel, I ſuppoſe. The 
Privileges of CHriſtianity; which conſtitute the preſent 
Happineſs of Mankind, and prepare them tor future 
Bliſs. 

Aſp. You rightly judge. 
theſe royal Donatives received 7 

Ther. Let me recollect Thou receivedſl Gifts. 
not for fallen Angels, but for Mex—And not for thy 
Friends, but for thy Enemies yea, for the Rebellious 
alſo +. Merciful Heaven! What a Word is this! 
And does it come from the GOD of Truth ?—Gitts ! 
Divine Gifts ! Gifts of unſpeakable Value, and eternal 
Duration ! And theſe to be conferred on Enemies, 
on the Rebellious! Vretches who deſerved no Favour, 
but had Reaſon to expect the Frowns of Indignation, 
and the Sword of Vengeance! 


And for whom were 


Aſp. 


May I venture to add? That our Tranſlators ſeem to miſtake 
the proper Application of the afore mentioned Paſſage. They re- 
preſent Saus Invective, flying as wide of the Mark, as it is over- 
charged with Malice. Son of the perwerſe rebellious Woman ! This 
might be aſſerted, without the leaſt Impeachment of Jonathan? 
perſonal Loyalty,—Befides, is it not exceſſively indecent, as well 
as abſolutely unreaſonable, to reflect upon the Mother, for the 
Miſdemeanours of the Son ?—Surely, the Clauſe ſhould be ren- 
dered, in perfect Conſiſtence with the Genius of the Original; 
Jhou Son of pe- ver ſe Rebell on; or, more agreeably to the Engyſh 
Idiom, Thou perverſe rebellicus Wretch ! 1 Sam. xx. 30. 
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Aſp. Thus it is written, in thoſe ſacred Conſtituti- 
ons; Which are far more ſtedtaſt and unalterable, than 
the Law of the Medes and Perſians. — J hus it is ſpoken, 
by the Mouth of that Almighty BEING ; with whom 
there is no Variableneſs, nor the leaſt Shadow of Turn- 
ing. Let Us not, my dear Friend, by unreaſonable 
Unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe Promiſes, and reje& our 
own Mercies. Let Us not, by an evil Heart of Un- 
belief, make GOD a Lyar; and make Ourſelves, of 
all Creatures, moſt miſerable. 

But fee, Theron “ 'The Clouds, that hung their 
agreeable Sables, to damp the Ardour, and abate the 
Glare of Day, are departing. The Sun has been co- 
louring their fleecy Skirts, and ſpreading over the 
floating Screen a Variety of interchangeable Hues. 
Now He begins to edge them with Gold, and ſhine 
them into Silver. A ſure Indication, that (like the 
glittering, but tranſitory 'Toys, they repreſent) they 
will ſoon be ſwept from the Horizon, and ſeen no more. 


The bright Orb, while We are — . burſts 


the Veil; and, from a voluminous Pomp of parting 
Clouds, pours a Flood of Splendor over all the Face 
of Nature. —We ſhall quickly perceive this open Si- 
tuation, too hot to conſiſt with Pleaſure: and mult be 
obliged to ſeek for Shelter in the ſhady Apartments of 
the Houſe. 

Will you admit me, Theron, into thoſe ſhady Apart- 
ments? May I hope to obtain this Favour ? 

Ther. Hope to obtain! Aſpaſio! I am ſurpriſed at 
your Queſtion. * I thought you had known me better: 
and am torry, it ſhould be needful to aſſure You, that 
my Houſe is as much your own, as it is mine. The 
more freely You command it, the more highly You will 


Aſp. May I believe You, Theron? Do You ſpeak 
from your Heart? Or muſt I conclude, that You plau- 
ſibly profeſs, what You have no Intention to perform? 
— Would You be pleaſed, if I ſhould obſtinately per- 
ſiſt in theſe diſhonourable Suſpicions, notwithſtanding 
all your friendly Proteſtations? 


Ther. 
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Ther. My dear A/pafio, I fee your Deſign. I ſee, 


and am aſhamed. Aſhamed to think, that I ſhould 


fancy myſelf more punctual in my Proteſſions, than 
GOD is true to his Word. LORD, I believe, Help 
Thou mine Unbelief. 
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UR Friends had agreed upon making a Viſit to 
Plilenor. They rode through a fine, open, fruit- 


ful Country. Which was covered with Crops of ri- 


pened Corn; and occupied by ſeveral Parties of Ruſ- 
tics, gathering in the copious Harveſt. | 

'The Rye, white and hoary as it were with Age, 

waved its bearded Billows, and gave a dry buſky Ruf- 
tle before the Breeze. The Wheat, laden with Plen- 
ty, and beautifully brown, hung the heavy Head ; 
and invited, by its bending Poſture, the Reaper's Hand. 
Platts of Barley, and Acres of Oats, ſtood white 
or whitening in the Sun. Upright, and perfectly even, 
as though the Gardener's Shears had clipped them at 
the 'Top, they gratified the SpeCtator's Eye, but glad- 
dened the Farmer's Heart. Beans, partly clad in na- 
tive Green, partly transformed and tawny with the 
parching Ray, were preparing the laſt Employ for the 
crooked Weapon. Some of the Grain lay flat, in 
regular Rows, on the new-made Stubble. Some was 
erected, in graceful Shocks, along the briſtly Ridges. 
Some, conveyed homewards on the loaded Waggon, 
nodded over the groaning Axle. 

The Villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their In- 
habitants poured into the Plains. Here were Perſons 
of each Sex, and of every Age. The luſty Youths, 
ſtooping to their Work, plied the Sickle ; or ſwept, 
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with their Scythes, the falling Ranks, — The buxom 
Lafjes followed, binding the Handiuls into Sheaves, or 
piling the Swarths into halty Cocks. Diſperſed up 
and down were the Children of the Needy, gleaning the 
ſcattered Ears, and picking their ſcanty Harveſt. 
Nor were the od People abieut ; but crawling into the 
Sun, or fitting on a thady Eminence, they beheld the 
Toils the pleaſing 'Toils they once ſuſtained. 

'This is the moit joyiul Period of the Countryman's 
Life; the long expected Crown ot all his Labours. 
For this, He broke the ſtubborn Glebe, and manured 
the impoveriſhed Soil. For this, He bore the ſultry 
Beams of Summer, and ſhrunk not trom the pinching 
Blaſts of Winter. For this, He toiled away the Year, 
in a Round of ceaſcleſs but willing Activity. Know- 


ing, that the Hujbandman muſt labour, before He partakes 


of the Fruits *—And will not the bleſſed Hope of ever- 
laſting Life; will not the bright Expectation of con- 
ſummate Bliſs, animate Us with an equally chearful 
Reſolution, both to reſiſt the Temptations, and diſ- 
charge the Duties of our preſent State? 


Short ſeemed the Way, and quick paſſed the Time, 


as they traveled through ſuch Scenes of rural Abun- 
dance, and rural Delight. —Before they were aware, 
the Horſes ſtopped at Philenor's Seat. Where they 
found, to their no ſmall Diſappointment, that the Ma- 
ſter was gone abroad. They alighted however, and 
took a Walk in the Gardens. 

The Gardens, at proper Intervals, and in well-cho- 


ſen Situations, were interſperſed with Pieces of Statu- 


ary. At the Turn of a Corner, You are—not ſhocked 
with a naked Gladiator, or a beaſtly Priapus. but a- 
greeably 


* 2 Jim. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that, in ſettling the Conſtruction 
of this Verſe, the Adverb wgwToy ſhould be connected with the 


Participle #97*WvT%. If ſo, the Tranſlation exhibited above, may 
bid fair for Acceptance; and, one of the moſt celebrated Hiſtori- 


ans, may have the Honour of commenting on the greatelt of the 


Apoſtles; Ne illi falſi ſunt, qui diverſiſſimas Res expeFant, Ig- 
naviæ Voluptatem, & Præmia Virtutis, Sauſt. They are, be- 
yond all Diſpute, moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, who hope to unite 
thoſe incompatible Things, the Pleaſures of Indolence, and the 
Rewards of Induſtry. 
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greeably ſurpriſed with the Image of Tau/ly. He ſeems 
to be juſt riſen from his Seat, and upon the Point of 
addreiling himſelf to ſome important Oration. A re- 
verential Awe appears in his Countenance ; like one 
ſenſible, that he is to plead before the Rulers of the 
World. Sedate, at the ſame time, and collected in 
Himfelf; like one conicious of ſuperior Eloquence, 
and emboldened by the Juſtice of his Cauſe. His 
thoughtful Aſpect, and gracefully expanded Arm, ſpeak 
to the Eye, before the Tongue has uttered a Syllable. 
You enter an Alley, lined on either Side with a ver- 
dant Fan; and having no Variety of Objects to diver- 
fify the intermediate Space, your View is conducted to 
a magnificent Building at the End. As You walk along, 
contemplating the maſterly Performance in Architec- 
ture, an unexpected Opening diverts your Attention ; 
and preſents You with ſome line Imitation of virtuous 
or heroic Life. Not the Macedonian Madman ; nor 
Sweden's royal Knight-errant ; nor Cæſar, infamouſly 
renowned for his ſlaughtered Millions; but the truly 
gallant Czar. A drawn Sword in his Hand, and a 
commanding majeſtic Sternneſs on his Brow. The 
Weapon is held in the moſt menacing Poſture ; and 
many a Spectator has been obſerved to ſtart back with 
Apprehenſions of Fear. It is that gloriouſly ſevere At- 
titude, in which the grateful Citizens of Narva beheld 
Him, and in which all Poſterity will admire Him; 
when He turned upon his own victorious, but ungo- 
vernable Troops, and threatened to drench the Dagger 
in their Hearts, if they did not immediately deſiſt from 


their vanquiſhed Foes. 
Under a circular Dome, ſupported by Pillars of 
the Doric Order, and in a Spot where ſeveral Walks 


| Rapine * and Slaughter; immediately allow Quarter to 


center, ſtands—not the Venus a Medici,; corrupting, ® 


while 


® « As ſoon as the Soldiers were Maſters of the Town, ( Narva ) 
« they fell to Plunder, and gave themſelves up to the moſt enor- 
„% mous Barbarities. The Czar ran from Place to Place, to put 


« a Stop to the Diſorder and Maſſacre, He was even obliged to 3 
4% Kill with his own Hand teveral Muſcovites, who did not hearken Þ 


6 to his Orders. 
Voltaire's Hiſt. Carl. XII. 
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while it captivates, the World-——but a Sfartan lo- 
ther. Her Habit decent and venerable; ſomewhat 
like the Juno Matrona o the Romans, as She is fincly 
depictured in Mr Spence”: Polymetis. Her Air itately 
and r-ivived ; expreſſive O Dipaity, yet mingied with 
Softneſs. She holds a Shield: is in the very Att of 
delivering it to her Son; a Youth, letting out for the 
Army, and going to hazard his Lite, in the Defence 
ot his Country. She is ſuppoled to add that ſpirited 
and magnanimous Exhortation, which is engraven on 
the Protuberance of the Buckler n TAY, u er Tag 
B ing it back, my Son, as thy Trophy ; or, be brought back 
upon it, as thy Bier. 

I am particularly pleaſed, ſaid Theron, with the Con- 
trivance of this latt Ornament. It is regulated by one 
of the molt refined Rules of Art; not to laviſh away 
all the Beauty at a fingle View, but to make a ſkilful 
Reſerve for ſome future Occaſion. The Dome and 
the Columns afford Pleaſure, when beheld at a conſi- 
derable Diſtance. The tine Figure in the midſt diſ- 
plays its Graces, on a nearer Approach. By which 
means, the Attention is kept awake, and the Enter- 
tainment continues new. 

But what I principally admire, is the Spirit or Style 
of the Decorations in general. They put me in mind 
of a very juit Remark, which Mr. Pope has ſomewhere 
made. It is, if I remember right, to this Effect. 
„A Man not only ſhews his Talte, but his Virtue, 
in the Choice of his Ornaments. A proper Piece 
of Hiſtory, repreſented in Painting on a rich Man's 
Walls, (or exhibited in Imagery amidſt his Gardens) 
is very often a better Leſſon, than any He could 
“ teach by his Converſation. In this Senſe, the 
Stones may be ſaid to ſpeak, when Men cannot, or 
* will not.” — All but the comparative or ſatyrical 
Part of the Obſervation, I would apply to the Proſpect 
before Us, and its worthy Owner. 

Aſp. Philenor's Gardens, I think, are more chaſte 
and delicate in their Ornaments, than a certain col- 
legiate Church. In the latter Place, We might rea- 
ſonably expect a Purity and a Decorum, it We ſhould 


not 
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not meet with the Symbols of Piety and Incitements 
to Religion. W hat would a judicious Obſerver ſay, 
if, in one of thoſe ſolemn and venerable Edihces, He 
ſhould fee a huge brawny Fellow ſtuck up againſt the 
Wall; with his Poſteriors half bare; his whole Body 
more than half naked; and in an Attitude none of the 
moſt decent * * Excuſe me, Theron. I confeſs 
myſelf aſhamed of the Leſcription. How then can 
the Spectacle become the Houſe of Divine Worſhip. 

Ther. But perhaps this tame brawny Fellow may re- 
preſent a Heathen Demigod; one of the Idols wor- 
ſhipped by Antiquity ; the tutelary Deity of Valour. 

Aſp. And will this juſtify the Practice? Does not 
this add Profaneneſs to Immodeity? Are We Chri- 
flians to thank Hercules for the Valour of our Warriors, 
and make our Acknowledgments to Pallas for the Con- 
duct of our Generals? Shall We Chri/tians behold 
with Admiration, or recognize as our Beneſactors, 
what the Apoltle has ſtigmatized under the Character 
of Dewils ? 

If HE, who overthrew the Tables of the Money- 
changers, had taken a Walk in theſe famous Cloy- 
ſters, I am apt to ſuſpect, He would have paid no 
very agreeable Compliment to this fine Piece of Sta- 
tuary. Take theſe Things hence, would probably have 
been his Command; and, make not the Precincts of your 


Temple a Chamber of Pagan Imagery, his Rebuke. 4 — 
Neither 


® Referring to the Monument, lately erected for Ma ror 
GENERAL FLEMING, in Veſtminſler- Abb:y.—As this Church 
has been the Burial Place of the moſt illuſtrious Perfonages, for 
many Centuries; as it is the Place, where al/ our Kings receive 
their Crowns, and many of them depoſit their Aſhes; as it is fin- 
gularly eminent for its Antiquities and Monuments; there is 2 
large Reſort both of Natives and Foreigners, to view its grand 
and awful Curioſities. Whatever, therefore, is erected in an Edi- 
fice ſo diſtinguiſhed, ſhould not only have an Air of Elegance in 
the Execution, but a Beauty of Halineſs in the Deſign, —It Was 
thought, by a very fine and a very candid Writer, that mere Im- 
propriety of Taſte, in ornamenting one of the Monuments, cailed 
for his Cenſure. Surely then a Violation of Decency, and an Ap- 
proach to Paganiſm, call more loudly for public Animadverſion, 

and proper Reformation. See Spe#, Vol. I. No. 26. 
+ 1 Cor. x. 20. 1 John il. 16. 
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Neither is it at all unlikely, that the Image itſelf, not- 
withſtanding its iniiv! able Workmanſhi ip, might have 
Mared the Fate of its Kiniman Dagon ? 


— When the captive Ark 
Maim'd bis brute Image, Head and Hands lopp'd off 
In his own Temple, on the Ground/e'l Edge 

When He fell flat, and fram'd bis i or/hippers P, 


Ther. But how ſhould the Artiſt repreſent the great 
Atchievements and the ſhining Qualities of his Hero, 
it You will not allow Him to make ute of thete /ignt- 
ficant L,mblems ? 

Aſp. 1 queſtion, whether they are ſo very fignifh- 
cant. The Mirrour ſeems to characterize a Fop, ra- 
ther than a Soldier, It leads Us to think of a ſoft 
Narciſſus, admiring Himſelf; rather than a ſagacious 
General, planning the Operations of the Campaign.— 
Befides ; is ſacred Literature fo deſtitute of proper 
Eniblems, that We muit borrow the Decorations of 
our Churches and the Trophies of our Conquerors, 
from the Dreams of Superſtition, or the Deluſions of 
Idolatty? How juſt and expreſſive are thoſe emblema- 
tical Kepreſentations, exhibited in Exzckiel's Viſion! 
Where Speed is ſignified by Wings; Activity by a Hand 
underneath them; and Diſcretion by Eyes all over 
them. With what Propriety and Force are the nobleſt 
Endowments pictured, in the Revelations of St. ohn, 
and their grand Machinery! Superior Wiſdom and 
Benevolence of Heart, are deſcribed by the Face of 
a Man; Strength of Mind and Intrepidity of Spirit, 
by the Viſage of @ Lion; Calmneſs of Temper and 
indefatigable Application, by the Features of an Ox; 
a penetrating Diſcernment, and an expeditious Habit 
of acting, by the Form ol a flying Eagle +. 

'Theſe Hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent, and 
ſuch as every Spectator will underſtand. Whereas, 
the Devices of our new monumental Encomium are, 
I fear, to the Unlearned hardly intelligible; to the 
Serious, little better than profane; and to every Be- 


holder, 
Milton, B. I. 458. + Rev. iv. 7. 
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holder, indelicate if not immodeſt. Philenor, | 
imagine, would bluſh to admit them into his Walks or 
Avenues. And J am ſorry to find them received into 
the moſt antient *, moſt renowned, and moſt fre- 
quented Church in the Kingdom. 

Talking in this Manner, they came to a curious 
Grove, formed on that uncommon Plan, propoſed by 
Mr. Addiſon, in one of his Spectators. It conſiſted 
wholly of Evergreens. Firs, clad in verdant Silver, 
pointed their reſinous Leaves, and ſhot aloft their 
towering Canes. Laurels arrayed in gloſſy Green, 
ſpread their ample Foliage, and threw abroad their 
rambling Boughs. Bay-trees were expanded into a 
Fan, that no Weather could tarniſh; rounded into a 
Column, that knew not how to moulder. While the 
Lauruſtinus ran out into a beautiful Irregularity of 
Shape ; and compacted her reddening Gems, in order 
to unfold her whitening Bloom. in one Place lay a 
Dale, gently ſinking, and coated with the Chamomile's 
natural Frieze ; which never changes its Colour, ne- 
ver loſes its Gloſs. Near it, and ſcooped, You would 
imagine, from the ſame Hollow, aroſe a Mount, ſoftly 
ſwelling, and ſhagged with Furxe; gay with perennial 
Verdure, and generally decked with golden Bloſſoms. 
Here, You are led through a ſerpentine Walk, 
and Hedges of Bex; and find, perhaps, a ſolitary Py- 
ramid or a capacious Urn, each compoſed of unfadin 
Yew. There You look through a ttrait Alley, fenced 
on either Side, and arched over Head, with mantling 
Philirea; and ſee, at the Extremity, an Obeliſk 
ſheathed in Ivy, and ornamented with ſable Cluſters, 
as With, Wreaths of living Sculpture. —Scattered up and 
down, were ſeveral Sorts of Holly; ſome ſtriped with 


White ; ſome ſpotted with Yellow ; ſome preparing to 
brighten- 


Some Antiquarians trace back the Orgin of this Church, 5 


even to the Reign of Lucius. Which is more than the Space of 
1500 Years, Others ſuppoſe, that 5eberr King of the Eaft- Saxony, 
about the Year of our LORD 605, built the firſt religious *truc- 
ture on this Spot. All agree, that it was re-edifi-d and inlarged 
by Edward the Confefſvr ; and that the preſent ſtately and magni- 
ficent Fabric, was founded by Henry the third. 
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brighten and beautify the Scene, with Berries of glow- 
ing Scarlet. 

The Heads of the Trees, riſing one above another 
in a gradual Slope, from the diminutive Marzerean to 
the lofty Cypreis; the ſeveral Shadings of their green 
Attire, greatly diverſified, and judiciouſly intermixed 
afford, eſpecially in the Winter- ſeaſon, a moſt inlivened 
and /owely Proipett. As the Sun-ſhine is, by the 
Frequenters of this Grove, uſually more coveted than 
the Shade; it is ſo diſpoſed, as to admit in one Part 
or another, every Gleam of fine Weather, which 
exhilerates the Winter. 

Aſp. There muſt be ſomething unſpeakably pleafing 
in a Plantation, which appears lively and fruitful, 
when all its Neighbours of the Woodland Race, are 
barren, bleak, or dead. But, how much more chear- 
ing and delightful muſt it be; when decretit Age, or 
bodily Infirmities, have impaired the Vigour, and laid 
waſte the Gratifications of our youthiul Prime; to 
find a ſolid andecaying Pleaſure, in the Favour of 
GOD, and the Hope of Glory !——Now indeed the 
feathered Tribes reſort to the more flowing Umbrage 
of the Poplar and the Aſh. But amidit December's 
Cold, You ſhall obſerve them forlaking the Leafs 
Woods, and ſtocking to this friendly Receptacle; hop- 
ping acrols the ſunny Walks, or ſkeltering t themſelves, 
in the wet and ftormy Day, under theſe fruſty 
Boughs. So, the many thoughtlets Creatures, that 
turn their Back upon Religion, amidſt the ſoft and 
ſoothing Careſſes of Proſperity; will want, extremely 
want, its H vereign * under the ſharp and diſ- 
treiſing Aſſaults of Adverſity, Sickneſs, and Death. — 
This Collection it is true, may not equal the Groves 
of annual Verdure, in Floridity of Dreis; but it far 
exceeds them, in the Duration of its Ornaments. Ere 
long, von der ſhewy Branches will be itript of their Ho- 
liday Clothes: whereas, Hefe will retain their Ho- 
nours, when thoſe are all Rags or Nakedneſs. Thus 
will it be with every Refuge ior our poor, impertect, 
linful Souls; excepting only the Righteou! meſs of our 
LORD 77 ESUS CHRIST. Ev ery Thing elie will 
Vol. II. R ade 
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fade as a Leaf *. This, my Theron, and this alone is 


an Evergreen: always free for our Acceptance, and 
always effectual to ſave. 

Ther. An Evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy and 
golden Fruits, which hang on the uppermoſt Boughs 
of thoſe lofty Trees in the Orchard, it ſeems to be 
quite out of my Reach. 

Aſp. Are You ſenſible, That You need this imma- 
culate and perfect Righteouſneſs of our SAVIOUR ? 

Ther. Was Jonah ſenſible, how much he needed the 
cooling Shelter of his Gourd; when the Sun ſmote 
fiercely upon his Temples, and all the Fervours of 
the fiery Eaſt were glowing around Him? So is 
your Theron ſenſible, that, without a far better Righ- 
teouſneſs than his own, He muſt inevitably be con- 
demned by the Sentence of the Law, and cannot ſtand 
before the high and holy GOD. 

Aſp. Remember then what our LORD ſays to ſuch 
Perions ; Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I wi'l give you Heft f. How grac:us is 
the Invitation! Came unto me, the Giver of every good 
Gift, and the overflowing Source of Happineſs 


How extenſive is the Offer! All that are weary under 


the Servitude of Sin, and heavy laden, with the Bur- 
den of Guilt. 


Friend in the Number. 


ALL theſe are called, and You, my 
They have, not a Ticket, a2 


Bond, or ſome inferior Pledge of Aſſurance ; but they | 


have a Promiſe, from Faithfulneſs and Truth itſelt. 
1 will give them Reſt, ſays the Strength of Iſrael; 
whoſe Will is Fate, and his Word the Baſis of the 
Univerſe. 
He will waſh you in that Blood, which atones ; and 
inveſt You with that Righteouſneſs, which juſtifies. 


Since nothing ſhort of theſe Mercies, can afford true | 


Satisfaction to the awakened Conſcience. 
Permit me to alk farther Do you earn-ſtly defire 
this Righteouſneſs ? 


Ther. Will yonder Hirelings, when fatigued with 
the Heat and Burden of a long, laborious, ſultery 
Day, deſire the Shades of the Evening, and the 297 

poſc 


* Iſai. Ixiv. 6. + Matt. xi. 28. 


And if CHRIST will give You Reſt; 
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can truly, on this Ocaſion, 
adopt the Words of the Prophet ; The Defire of my Soul 
is to thy Name, bleſſed 7 ESUS, and to the Remem- 


brance of thy Righteouinets. The very Mention of 


this ſpotleſs Righteouinels is Mutic to my Ears. Every 
freſh, though diſtant Diicovery of it, gleams Pleaſure 
upon my Mind. And that would be a bleſſed Day, 
a Day greatly to be diſtinguiſhed, which ſhould bring 
it near to my View, and hom? to my Soul. 

Aſp. Behold! ſays the SAVIOUR of the World, 7 
fland at the Door, and knack. I, any Man hear my Voice, 
and open the Door, I will come in unto Him, and will 
ſup with Him, and He with me 7. Have you not 
ſometimes, Theron, been overtaken by the dark and 
tempeituous Night? When, chilled with Cold, and 
almoit drowned in the Rain, You arrived late at the 
Houſe of ſome valued Friend, was You not wwi//zng to 
gain Admittance? Perhaps, You thought every Mc- 
ment an Hour, till the hoipital Door opened: till 
you exchanged the diſmal Gloom, and the drivin 
Storm, for the cheariul Light and the amiable Com- 
pany within. The adored IMMANUEL proteiles 
Himſelf equally willing to come unto You, who hear- 
ken to his Voice, and content to his Overtures. 
Equally willing to make his Abode with You ; to ma- 
nifeit his Glories in You; aad communicate his Ivie- 
rits to You. All which will be refre/ing to the ſin- 
ful Soul, as the moſt ſumptuous Banquet to the fa- 
miſhed Stomach and craving Appetite. 

Ther. | cannot open my Heart. 

Aſp. CHRIST has the Key of David. He openeth, 


and none can ſput; He ſbutteth, and none can open I. And 


what ſays this all-powertul REDE EM R?e Who 
does whatſoever pleaſeth Him, in Heawen and Earth, 
in the Sea, and in all deep Places, even in the 
Depths of the human Heart. Bd are they, that 
bunger and thirſt after Righteouſne/s, for they ſhall b 
Since You hunger aiter the Righteouſnets, 


® Iſzi. xxvi. 8. + Rev. iii. 20. 1 Rev. iii. 7. 


N | Matt, Vs 6. 


R 2 and 
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and thirſt for the Spirit, of the crucified holy FESUS, 
He himſelf has pronounced You Sed. He himſelf 
has engaged, You ſhall -exjoy the Deſire of your Soul; 
and not barely enjoy, but enjoy it abundantly. You 
ſhall be Flled, filled with the Fruits of the everlaſting 
Gotpel ; be enriched with your REDEEMER's Obe- 
dience, and adorned with his Image. Then be not, 
my dear Theron, be not faithleſs, but believing. 

Ther. This I believe, Aſaſio— That I am a loſt Sin- 
ner; under the Curſe of the Law, and liable to the 
Wrath of GOD. That there is no Relief for my Di- 
ſtreſs, but in CHRIST and his tranſcendent Merits. 
HE, and He alone, is able to ſave me from my Guilt, 
and all its diſmal Train of Miſeries. He is a SAVI- 
OUR fully proportioned to my Wants; exactly ſuited 
to my ſeveral Neceſſities. | believe, and am per- 


ſuaded, That, if I was intereſted in the Divine FESUS, 


my Soul ſhould live. 


Aſp. Be perſuaded likewiſe, that there is no c/ogging 
Qualification, no Worth to be poſſeſſed, no Duty to be 
performed, in order to your full Participation of CHRIST | 
Only believe, and they are all your 


and his Riches. 
own. CHRIST dwelleth in our Hearts 


How ? By 


legal Works, and laborious Pre-requiſites ? No ; but 
by Faith t. He that believeth on the SON, hath——a 2 
chimerical? far from it; a real and a ſubſtantial Hap- 


pineſs; even everlaſiing Life 7. 
Ther. Ah! my 4/pafro! | cannot believe. 


like the withered Arm. 


Aſp. It is no ſmall Advantage, Theron, to be con- ; 
vinced of our Inability in this Reſpect. This is, it 


I feel my 
Impotency. My Mind is, as You formerly hinted, ? 


not the Beginning of Faith, the Sign of its Approach; 
and ſhews it to be, if not in the Soul, yet at the very 


Door. Fear not, my Friend. He that bids You ſtretch 


out, will ſtrengthen the withered Arm. He firſt makes 


Us ſenſible of our Weakneſs, and then f/fils all the | 
good Pleaſure of his Will, and the Work of Faith with z 


Can 
$ 2 Theſ. i. 11. 1 


Power F. 


- + Eph, ili. 17. 1 John iii. 36. 
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Can You doubt of his Willingneſs? Then go to 
Mount Calvary. There liſten to the Sounding of his 
Bowwels, and of bis Mercies towards You . Has not every 
Drop of Blood a Tongue ? Cannot You perceive a Lan- 
guage in each ſtreaming Wound, and a Voice in each 
dying Pang? Do they not all ſpeak his infinite Love 
even to wretched Sinners? Do they not all addreſs 
You with that tender Remonſtrance, O Thou of little 
Faith, wherefere deft thou doubt TH, - Nay; do they not 
all declare, with an Energy ſuperior to the Force of 


Words, That He will deny You no Manner of Thing 
that is good? 


Who gave his Blood, what Gift «will he wwith-hold ? 


Ther. | am aſhamed to recolle&t, what miſtaken No- 


tions I once entertained, concerning the Fafine/s of Be- 


lieving. As though it were to be performed, like the 
Act ot riſing from our Seat, or ſtepping into a Coach, 
by our own Strength, and at our own lime. What a 
Stranger was I then to the Hardnels of my Heart, and 
my Bondage under vin! 

Aſp. Since you are ſenſible of your Impotence, be- 
ware of the contrary Extreme. Becauſe You cannot, 
by your own Strength, exerciſe Faith, let not this occa- 
hon a tame Reſignation of Yourſelf to Infidelity, You 
muſt endeavour, diligently endeavour, to believe; and 
wait, and pray, for the Divine SPIRIT. Though it 
is his Office to teſtify of CHRIST, and bring near the 
REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs * : Yet his Influences are 
not to ſuperſede, but to encourage our own Etforts. 
Work aut your cvn Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling ; here is our Duty. For it is GOD that worketh 
in you bath to will and to da; here is our Encourage- 
ment. And, O! what a glorious Encouragement, ta 
have the Arm of Omniporeace ſtretched out, for our 
Support and our Succour! 

You was once, Theron, a zealous Advocate for good 
Works. Now You ſeem to have abandoned your Cli- 


T + 16. xiii. 15. t Matt, xiv. 31. ® liai. wh. 13. 
II Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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ents. Remember, my dear Friend, what our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST fays; This is the Work of GOD, of all 
Works mott acceptable and moſt honourable to the 
Divine Majeſty, that You believe on Him, whom He hath 
ſent . 

Ther. The true Belief, according to your Notion, 
Aſpafio, is ſo refined and exalted a Virtue, that I ve- 
ry much quei ion, whether I ſhall ever be able to at- 
tain it. 

Aſp. If vou are unable to attain it, is the LORD un- 
able to give it? Our Sufficiency for this and every good 
Work, is not in Ourſelves, but in GOD. And to 
Him Digcvitics are eaſy, Before Him Mountains are 
a Plain. — You will pleaſe to remember, that Sinners 
are {aid to 4el/eve, not through their own Ability, but 
through the Aids of Grace. And You will permit me 
to alk, How you became acquainted with »y Notion of 
Faith? 

Ther. I am not ſo inattentive a Reader of your Let- 
ters, as to forget your Definition of this momentous 
Article. Faith, you iay, is “A real Perſuaſion, that 
« the bleſſed JESUS has ſhed his Blood for me, and 
* fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead: that, through 
this great Atonement and glorious Obedience, He 
has purchated even for my ſinſul Soul, Reconcilia— 
tion with G OD, ſanctifying Grace, and all ſpiritual 
„ Bleilings 1.“ 

Aſp. 1 am ,obliged to yon, Theron, for the Honour 
You do my Letter; and | hope, You will pay an equal 
Regard to the Determination of our Church. You 
once apprehended, that my Attachment to the Church 
of England was unſettled and wavering. Judge now, 
who has moſt thoroughly imbibed her Doctrines, and 
is moſt invariably tenacious of her true intereſts. 
In the brit Part of the Homily concerning the Sacra- 
ment, We have this Definition of Faith; “It is a Be- 
lief, not only that the Death of CHRIST is available 
« for the Remiſton of Sins, and Reconciliation with 
« GOD, but alſo that He made a full and ſuſfici- 
ent Sacrifice for Thee, a perfect Cleanſing for 1% 


. 
1 See Letter X. 
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Lins +.” So that thou mayſt ſay with the Apoſtle, 
That He loved Thee, and gave Himſelf for Thee. 

My Notion of Faith, You ſee, is evidently the Voice 
of the Eſtabliſhment ; and I think, it gives Us a clear 
intelligible Senſe, ſuited to the moit common Accepta- 
tion ot the Word. Such as would naturally ariſe in 
the Mind of a Stranger, who, without any Bias on his 
judgment, ſhould inquire into the Purport of our Re- 
ligion, or conſider the Language of our Eble. 

Ther. How ſuited to the moſt common Acceptation of 
the Word? 

Aſp. When You ſent a Meſſage to your Tenant 
who, in his laſt Sickneſs, exprefied ſo much Uneaſi- 
neſs on account of his numerous Family, and embar- 
rafled Circumſtances—afſuring Him, that you had can- 
celed the Bond, and forgiven his Debt. . When You 
told the poor Woman —whoſe Huſband fell from the 
loaded Waggon, and broke both his Legs—that you 
would order a Surgeon to attend Him, and would con- 
tinue his weekly Pay. How did they regard, bow re- 
ceive your promiſed Kindneſs? So let Us credit the gra- 
cious Declarations of our GOD; / accept his bene- 
ficent his Offers; and then we ſhall anſwer the Import 
of the Word then We ſhall truly believe. 

Ther. I named the Object of my Compaſſion in one 
of the Inftances, and made a perſonal Application in 
the other. Neither of which is done in the Scriptures. 

Aſp. Though We are not particularly named, yet 
We are very exactly deſcribed, by our Family, our In- 
clination, our Practice. What ſays eternal Wiſdom, 
when ſhe makes a Tender of her ineſtimable Bleſſings? 
To You, O Men, not to fallen Angels, I call; and my 
Voice is to the Sons of Men . — What ſays the holy Apo- 
ſtle, when He publiſhes the Counſels of Heaven? 
This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Ace} tation, 
that CHRIST JESUS came into the World to ſave—the 
Upright? the Unblamable? Was this the Cafe, our 
Hopes would be totally aboliſhed. No; but He came 

| R 4 to 

+ Anſwerable to this, was the Doctrine of the primitive Church , 


” mois 101TH TOY Otoy, Chry/e/t. 
1 Prov. viii. 4. 
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to fave Sinners *.—Conſonant to all which is the De- 
claration of another Apoſtle. He, the PRINCE of 
Peace, the KING of Saints, the MONARCH of the 
Univerſe, /afered for—whom ? They, in whoſe Behalf 
this matchleis Ranſom was paid, muſt have an unde- 
able Right, to look upon Redemption as their own. 
And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be GOD, it is moſt peremp- 
torily iaid, He ſuffered for the Unzz/t ; for the Tranſ- 
greitors T. —Are We not of the human Family? Are 
We not Sinners by Inclination ? Are We not Tranſ- 
greſſors by Practice? If we are (and upon theſe Queſ- 
tions Incredibility itfejf will ſcarcely demur) let Us not 
frowardly reject, rather let Us thankfully receive the 
Patrimony, which, by virtue of the ſcriptural Convey- 
ance, devolves to juch Perſons. 

Ther. What! Can that be an Inducement, Mat an 
Encouragement to a firm affured Truſt, which I ſhould 
think more likely to overthrow and deſtroy all our Pre- 
tenſions ? 

£/p. This may probably ſeem ſtrange, but it is true. It 
ie allo a moſt precious and invaluable Truth. Such as 
I wouid hold Flt, and never, never let go. When ! 
ſearch {or my own Endowments, I find nothing that 
dare venture to piead. Being, in my beſt Moments, 
and amidſt my choicelt Duties, a Sinner. As this is, 
at all times, my undoubted Character; I have, at all 
times, an undoubted Warrant to ſay, "the uncreated 
WISDOM calletb me: the bleſſed FESUS came to ſave 
me : the great MESSIAH ſuffered Death fer ze. 

Let me illuſtrate the Point. Romulus, You know, 
the Founder of the Raman Empire, was a poor Prince: 
had but a handtul of Subjects, and very ſcanty Lerri- 
tories. What Expedient could He deviſe, to inlarge 
the Boundaries of the one, and augment the * 

0 
1 Tim. 1 1g. 
+ x Pet. iii. 18. Fer the Tranſ-reſſors. This ſeems to be the 


Meaning of Nx in this Place, It fignifies, not thoſe only who 
have defrauded, or vwer-reached ther Neighbour, but Thoſe alſo 
who have tranſpreſſed the Commands of GOD; who have yiolated 
the Precepts, of either or both the Tables. It is oppoſed to 0itarÞ. 
Which, We are ſure, denotes a Perſon who has fulfilled, not barely 
focial Duties, but all kind of Rightevuinelſs, 
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of the other? He iſſued a Proclamation, addreſſed to 
Outlaws and Criminals; all that were involved in 
Debt, or obnoxious to Puniſhment. Promiſing, that 
as. many as would come and ſettle under his Dominion, 
ſhould be ſecured from Proſecution, and veſted with con- 
ſiderable Privileges. —A Perſon in theſe Circumſtances, 
upon hearing the welcome Invitation, hangs down his 
Head, and with a dejected Air, cries; “I am a Debtor, 
I am a Criminal, and therefore unworthy of the royal 
Protection: What Anſwer ſhould be made to ſuch a 
diſpirited Complainer? Make the ſame to Yourſelf, 
whenever You are inclined to renew the pretent Objec- 
tions. —Remembring, that the infinite and eternal SO- 
VEREIGN, to diſplay the Magnificence of his Majeſ- 
ty, and manifeſt the Riches of his Goodneſs, has 
charged his Ambaſſadors to publiſh in every Nation un- 
der Heaven—*< That all unhappy Sinners, who are op- 
& preſſed by the Devil and liable to Damnation, may 
come to CHRIST, and rely on CHRIST. May, in 
„this Manner, obtain Pardon, Righteouſneſs, and all 
„the Privileges of Children.” 

Ther. At this Rate, the vie Miſcreants have as clear, 
nay have the very ſame Offer of CHRBET and his Sal- 
vation, as the higheſt Saint. And if they accept that 
Offer, have the lame Title to both. 

Aſp. The higheſt Saints, Theron, have received 
CHRIST and his Salvation. The vileſt Miſcreants are 
invited to enjoy the Bleſſings. The former have gather- 
ed the Manna, and uſe it to their unſpeakable Comfort. 
It lies round about the Tents of the latter; and who- 
ever will, may take, may eat, and his Soul ſhall live. 

In reſpect to the Offer of CHRIST, there is no Dif- 
ference. All have ſinned, and mult ſue for ſpiritual Rleſ- 
ſings, under the Character of guilty Creatures; muſt 
receive them, as the Iſſues of infinite Mercy.—Afﬀk the 
higheſt Saints, On what their Hopes are grounded ? 
On the full Grant, and free Exhibition of C HRIST, 
made in the Word of 'Frurh. There they find it writ- 
ten, Jo You is preached the Remiſſion of Sins *. The Pro- 
miſe is to You and to your Children . We beſeech Lou in 

R 5 CHRIST'S 
Ads xiii. 38. ＋ Adds xi. 39. 
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CHRIST's Stead, be Ye reconciled to GO D*. This is 
their Foundation; and indeed this is the only Founda- 
tion of Faith. An Apoſtle,after all the Labours of his ex- 
emplary Life,can have no better: Anda penitent 'Thief, 
in the firſt Moments of his Converſion, may have the ſame. 

You remind me of a valuable Perſon, whom 1 once 
knew, and whoſe Story you will permit me to relate.— 
He was rouſed, from a Habit of Indolence and Supine- 
neſs, into a ſerious Concern for his eternal Welfare. 
Convinced of his depraved Nature and aggravated 
Guilt, He had Recourſe to the Scriptures, and to fre- 
quent Prayer. He attended the Ordinances of Chri- 
ſtianity, and ſought earneſtly for an aſſured Intereſt in 
CHR/ST. But found no ſtedfaſt Faith, and taſted ve- 
Ty little Comfort. At length, He applied to an 
eminent Divine, and laid open the State of his Heart. 
Short, but weighty, was the Anſwer he received. I 
perceive, Sir, the Cauſe of all your Diftreſs. You 
do not, you will not, come to CHRIST as a Sinner. 
This Miſtake ſtands between your Soul and the Joy 
of Religion. This detains you in the Gall of Bitter- 
neſs: and take heed, O! take heed, left it conſign 
you over to the Bond of Iniquity.”—'T his Admont- 
tion never departed from the Gentleman's Mind, and 
it became a Means of removing the Obſtacles of his 
Peace. Remember this little Hiſtory, Theron; and may 
it prove as efficacious for your Good, as it is pertinent 
to your Circumſtances! 

But we digreſs from our grand Subject. Since you diſ- 
approve my Account of Faith, I muſt deſire you to fa- 
vour me with a Deſcription of your own. For as you 
rightly obſerve, this is a very momentous Article. It is 
the Channel of Conveyance for all ſpiritual Good ; there- 
fore; ſhould be made and kept as clear as poſſible. It 
is the main Arch in the Structure of practical Godlineſs; 
therefore ſhould be raiſed and turned with the utmoſt 
Care. 

Ther. To truſt in CHRIST as an all- ſufficient. S- 
VIOUR, and rely on Him for auho/e Salvation, is not 
this real Faith! 

4h. 
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Aſp. If You truſt in the All- ſufficiency of his Vill, 
as well as of his Power, You practiſe what I recom- 
mend. This is what the Prophet teaches. Let the con- 
vinced Sinner, and the doubting Soul, truſt in the Name 
of the LORD, and ſlay ujon his GOD *, Let Him not 
only reverence CHRIST, as the incarnate GOD, and 
therefore mighty to ſave; but alſo receive CHRIST as 
his GOD, and therefore wi/ling to ſave. 

Ther. Palæmon's Account is this—PFaith, He ſays, is a 
firm Perſuaſion, that FESUS CHRIST has ſhed his 
Blood, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs; has ſuſtained 
the Puniſhment due to Sin, and obtained full Reconci- 
lation with GOD. That all this Grace, and each of 
theſe Benefits, are free, perfectly free ſor You, for me, 
for others. That, in conſequence of this Perſuaſion, 
the Sinner having fled to CHRIST, and truſted in 
CHRIST, is ſometimes enabled to look upon all this as 
his own. 

Aſp. I have the higheſt Regard for Palæmon's Judg- 
ment; and I cannot but think, my Opinion is, in ſome 
meaſure, confirmed even by his.—'l he Act of flying to 
CHRIST, implies a Perſuaſion, that He ſuffered in my 
Stead, and that his Death is my Safeguard, Would the 
Manſlayer of old have betaken Himſelf to the City of 
Refuge, if He had not firſt been perſuaded, that it was 
intended for his Protection? — The Act of truſting in 
CHRIST, 1s much of the ſame Nature ; and cither pre- 
ſuppotes or includes a Perſuaſion, that his Righteouſneſs 
is mine, and the Cauſe of my Juſtification. Would any 
Perſon, of the leaſt Prudence, erect his Houte upon 
a Piece of Ground, without a previous Conviction, 
that the Spot was his own! | 

So that I am ſtill inclined to abide by the good old 
Proteſtant Doctrine, which has been ſo fignally inſtru- 


mental in demoliſhing the Superſtitions of Pepery, and 


is to eminently conducive to the Holineſs and the Hap- 
pineſs of Chriſtians. Eſpecially, as I apprehend, the 
Determinations of Scripture, and the Experience of 
Scriptural Saints, are all on my Side. 

Ther. Where has Scripture determined on your 


Side? 


„ Iſai, I. 16, Asp. 


372 DIALOGUE XVI. 


= 
4 App. In the nobleſt Deſcription of Faith, that Lan- 7 
'4 ge itfelf can form. The Writer to the Hebrews, | with 
'% 96 9k mentioned the Life of Faith“, the Perſeverance *' be ſi 
{| of Faith +, and the End or Reward of Faith r, proceeds the; 
; { to a Definition of this leading Grace. Now Faith is 4) 
® the Subtance of T hings hoped for, the Evidence of Things * if W. 
4 not ſeen |. -The Evidence þ exhibiting not a faint Sur- Pitiat 
j b mite, but a clear Demonſtration, both of inviſible Bleſ- ' can \ 
1 ſings, and of our right to enjoy them. — The Sub ſtance . CAR. 
1 realizing what is promiſed ; and giving Us, as it were, [ Him, 
4 3 Paſſelſion of good Things that are remote, a preſent Poſ= '\ convi 
4 ſeſſion of good Things that are future. What 
N Ther. One would conclude, A/paffo, from your Ex- nor th 
planation of the 'Text, that no Perſons have true Faith, 4 CHRI, 
but thoſe only who have a full Aſſurance. Yet this no 
ſeems to be quite inconſiſtent with ſuch Paſſages of a4 Payn 
Scripture, as make mention of little Faith and grea> not fo 
Faith; of ſome Chriſtians, that were ffrong, of others Let 
that were wweah in the Faith, b in anot. 
AD. This is undoubtedly contrary to the Scriptures, Object 
You quote. It is what I never affirm ; neither can it Similiti 


be deduced from any of my Aﬀertions. I would only ©] Soul. 
maintain, that an Appropriation of CHRIST is eſſential can this 
to Faith: that none have the proper ſcriptural Faith, '! CHR. 
but thoſe who are taught by the inlightening SPIRIT ter 5, ei 
to ſay, He ſhed his Blood for me. Many have the proper 1 Appetite 
Scriptural Faith, who cannot ſay this without fome them be 
Mixture of Fluctuation and Doubt. ther qu 

Ie believe, and are ſure N, was the Language of the ! unleſs th 
Diſciples. The former is true, the latter is triumphant | Faith. —, 
Faith. Some receive CHR /ST, if I may ſo ſpeak, only commod- 
with one of their Fingers, others with both their Arms. Þ tyres, F 
Yet Lach receiving Him really, each is ſaved by Him Þ Garment 
eternally. —-. There are, in the Houſhold of GOD, ing. An 
Babes, Young Men, and Fathers: There is, in the Sub- ſtrongly d 
jet We are conſidering, Faith, Afurance of Faith, and LU Ther, I 
full Aſſurance of Faith. To have the firſt, is necel- were not 
fary; to have the ſecond is delightful; to poſſeſs the tain, that 
lat, is Heaven begun in the Heart. I | 

ber. 


„ Heb. x. 38. ++ Heb. x. 39. 4 Heb. xi. 1: +» hy, ii 
1 C Tæegacig. J John v i, 69. John vi. 5 
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Ther. J am glad to find, that true Faith may conſiſt 
with ſome Remainders of Doubt. That a Perſon may 
be ſubject to the one, without being deprived of the 
other. But I interrupt your Diſcourſe. 

Aſp. Faith 1s tyled, A Looking unto FESUS *. But 
if Wedo not look unto FESUS as our own, as the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, what Comfort, or what Benefit 
can We derive from the Sight? A Receiving of 
CHRIST F. But can I have any Pretence to receive 
Him, or take Poſſeſſion of his Merits, unleſs I am 
convinced, that they are intended for me? This is 
what neither the Dictates of Conſcience will allow, 
nor the Laws of Reaſon authorize. A Refling upon 
CHRISTf. But how can We reſt on a Surety, if He 
has not interpoſed in our Behalf? Or how confide in 
a Payment, which We believe to be made for Others, 
not for Ourſelves ? | 
Let Us change our Situation, and view the Point 
in another Light. Conſider the bleſſed and glorious 
Object of our Faith. CHRIST is repreſented by the 
Similitude of Bread, Heavenly Bread, for the hungry 
Soul. Faith is characterized by eating the Food|]. And 
can this be done without a perſonal Application? 
CHRIST is held forth under the Image of living Wa- 
ter F, ever running, and always free for the thirſty 
Appetite. But let them run ever ſo copiouſly, let 


them be preſented ever ſo freely, all this will nei- 


ther quench the Thirſt, nor refreſh the Spirits, 
unleſs they are drank. To do this is the Buſineſs of 


Faith. —CHRIST is deſcribed as a Garment J, to ac- 
commodate and beautify deſtitute and defiled Crea- 
tures. Faith is expreſſed by wearing this commodious 
- Garment, and being adorned with this beautiful Cloth- 


ing. And can any Idea, or any Expreſſion, more 
| ſtrongly denote an actual Appropriation ? 


Ther. It is evident, that many holy People of old 


were not poſſeſſed of Aſſurance. It is no lets cer- 
| tain, that many excellent Perſons in our own Times, 


fall ſhort of this exalted Pitch. What is the Language 


of 
* Heb. xii, 2. 4 John i. 12. Þ Pfal. xxxvii. 7. 


4 John vi. 58. John iv. 10, © Ifai Ixi, 10. 
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of David ? It is all Deſpondency. Ian caft out of the 
Sight of thine Eyes. To the ſame melancholy Tune is 
the Harp of A/aph ſtrung : Is his Mercy clean gone for 
ever? Doth his Promiſe fail for evermore? The 
ſame jealous and diſtrultiul Air breathes in the Com- 
plaint of the Church; The LORD hath forſaken me, 
and my LORD hath forgotten me. Why then ſhould 
Aſpaſis ſet Us a Rule, ſtricter and higher, than thoſe 
eminent Saints attained ? 

Aſp. My dear Friend, I ſet it not up as a ſtrict Rule, 
but I ſet it forth as a diſtinguiſhed Bleſſing. This 
Bleſſing was certainly enjoyed by the holy Men of old ; 
but, like every other Species of Felicity in this World, 
it was enjoyed after an imperfef Manner. — They had 
an aſſured Periuaſion of GOD's preſent Favour, and 
of their own final Happineſs. Nevertheleſs, this Aſ- 
ſurance, like all their other Graces, was liable to the 
Aſſaults of outward Temptation, and inward Cor- 
ruption. Which might, for a while, impair the Vi- 
gour of their Faith, though not deſtroy its Being. As, 
under a tranſient Swoon, the Spirits fail, the Colour 
departs, but the vital Principle ſubſiſts. 

You may farther obferve, concerning thoſe holy 
Perſons, that, when they ceaſed to exerciſe this chear- 
ful Faith they confeſſed it as their blameable Imper- | | 
fection: I ſaid, This is my Infirmity *. They chide | 
themſelves for it; Why art Thou caſt daun, O my Soul? | 
They encourage themſelves againſt it; Hope in GOD: 0 
it is thy Privilege, and thy Duty —Nay, the Church, 
even under her darkeſt Apprehenſions, ſtill ſpeaks the 0 

0 
0 


Sentiment, ſtill retains the Grace, for which I am 
pleading. My LORD, uitered by her Lips, argues 
an applicatory Faith in her Heart 
Ther. But how or whence does it appear, that they 9 
were indeed animated by this firm and lively Faith * 5 
Aſp. It appears from the Declaration of the Pialmiſt; n 
Bleſs the LOR), O ny Soul ; and all that is within me, 5 
bleſs his holy Name. Wat is the Cauſe of this holy i 
Exultation, and devout Praiſe? Is it, becauſe GUD 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly may, becauſe He probably wil! ? No; but be” 
cauſe He actually does forgive: Who fergiveth all thin® 
Iniquities I. This was Job's Belief, and Job's Sup- 
port, amidſt all his unexampled Sufferings : 1 know, 
that my REDEEMER liveth\|; not only that there 
is a Redeemer, but that He is, together with all his 
ſaving Benefits, ine. Which, being a Truth ſo ſweet 
and delightful, is expreſſed a ſecond Time; whom 7 
ſhall fee for myſelf, to my own Advantage, and for 
my own Comfort: fee Him exerting his Almighty 
Power and infinite Mercy, to reſcue my Body trom 
the Grave, and to deliver my Soul from Hell. _— 
What was David's Security againſt the malicious At- 
tempts of his Enemies, both temporal and ſpiritual ? 
The LORD is my Light and my Salvation, whom then 
ſhall I fear ? The LORD is the Strength of my Life, 


of whom then ſhall I be afraid * ? He lays not, I wh, 


I pray, for the divine Favour and the divine Succour ; 
but I am perſuaded, they both are mine: my ineſti- 
mable Portion, and my inviolable Safeguard. 

Ther. Is this the Language of Believers under the 
New Teſtament Diſpenſation ? 

Aſp. Their Faith, You may depend upon it, could 
not be weaker or lower, whoſe Light was much 
ſtronger, and whoſe Advantages were much higher. — 
You hear St. Thomas making a Profeſſion, which in- 
tirely excludes Doubting ; My LORD, and my GOD. 
St. Paul anſwers in the ſame heroic Strain; I 4naw 
Whom I have believed, I am perſuaded}. With both 
which St. Fohn is exactly conſonant ; JESUS CHRIST, 
who hath loved Us, and waſhed Us from our Sins in his 
own Blood. 

We will ſuppoſe Palzmor's Faith, to be found and 
genuine; yet, compared with this, it is certainly of the 
infeebied and infantile Kind. Whereas, I would have 
my Theron poſſeſs the manly, the generous, the tri- 
umphant Faith. Not ſuch as hangs in Suſpenſe, like 
a hovering Meteor; but ſuch as abides fixed and * 
; IKC 
| } Pal ciii, 3. [| Job. xix. 25. 

Pal. xxvii, 1. f John, xx. 28. I 2 Tim. i. 1a. 
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like the Stars of Heaven. Which, if they are ob- 
ſcured fer a little Moment, by ſome paſſing Cloud, 
are ſure to ſurmount the Obſtruction, and will ſhine 
forth again with undiminiſked Luſtre. 

4 Ther. Was not this a Privilege peculiar to the Apoſ- 
les? 

Aſp. By no Means. All Believers are Brethren, and 
have /ike precious Faith*. CHRIST died for Us, ſays 
the Apoſtle: not barely for ne his Ambaſlador, but 
for You that are his Followers, and to whom I addreſs. 
my Epiſtle. Why ſhould I multiply Proofs ? Since 
the beloved Diſciple declares ; T he/e Things have 1 writ- 
ten unto You that believe on the Name of the DON of GOD, 
that Ye may know that Ye have eternal Life F. 

Ther. True, Aſpaſio. This coincides with my Ap- 
prehenſions, and corroborates my Cauſe. The Scrip- 
tures are written — firſt, that We may believe, and be 
intitled to eternal Lite next, that We may have the 
Krowledge of our Belief, and a Conſciouſneſs of our 
Title. He ſuppoſes his Correſpondents to poſſeſs the 
former, yet not to have attained the latter. 

Aſp. I query, whether He makes ſuch a Suppoſition. 
He ſeems to write, not with a View of leading them 
to either, but of coafirming them in both. —He inti- 
mates, that the Privilege and the Comfort ſhould. go to- 
gether. And why ſhould We ſtudy to ſeparate them ? 
Will this turn to our Advantage? Muſt it not iſſue in 
our Loſs ?—Beſides ; according to your own Interpre- 
tation, whoever fajls ſhort of this chearing Knowledge, 
falls ſhort of one great End, for which the Scriptures 
were written. He receives not his full Reward. He 
only gleans, where He might reap. 

If L am not miſtaken, this enters into the very Eſſence 


of the Goſpel. Is the Honey in the evangelical Hive. 


What ſays the Apoſtle of the Gentiles ? I preached wito 
You. the Grfpel, And what is the Subſtance of this 
evangelical Diſpenſation? That CHRIST died for our 
Sins. That fo exalted a Ferſon, as the SON of 
GOD, and LORD of Glory, ſhould die, is wonder- 
ful, — That He ſhould die for Sins, the maſt abomi- 

nable 
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nable Objects, and for Sinners, the moſt deteſtable 
Creatures, is abundantly more wonderful. — That He 
ſhould die, not for Sins in general, but for our Sins 
in particular, this is inexpretſibly wonderful, and at 
the ſame Time infinitely comfortable. And indeed 
till this is preached, the Doctrine is not Goſpel : till 
this is believed, the Conviction is not Faith. A leaſt 
not ſuch Faith, as I with for my Theron. 

Ther. Will not this diſcourage Some, and offend O- 
thers, who are not arrived at ſuch a firm Perſuaſion ? 

Ap. I would not offend the meaneſt, nor diſcou- 
rage the weakeſt of my REDEEMER's Servants.— 
As for Offence; that cannot be given, and ought not 
to be taken, when all We advance, is ſtrictly conform- 
able to the unerzing Rule of Truth. With regard 
to. Diſecuragement ; this furely cannot enſue, from in- 
forming the Sinner, that He has a Right to apply 
CHRIST, and all CHRIST's Merits to Himſelf. In 
this Caſe, to doubt is to be diſcouraged. All Suſpence 
is uneaſy. But when it relates to our ſpiritual Intereſts 
and immortal Souls, I think, it muſt be little leſs than 
inſupportably afflictive. This can never be the Will 
of our molt gracious Creator and mercilul REDEEM- 
ER. This is abſolutely inconſiſtent with that Peace 
and Joy, which are the Birth-right of the Believer. 
There are alſo ſeveral Duties, which can hardly be 
performed, ſeveral Graces which can ſcarcely be ex- 
ercifed, ſo long as this Spirit of Dithdence prevails. 

Ther. Name them, Aſpaſio. 

Aſp. I am afraid, left I ſhould ſeem to arrogate the 
Office of a Teacher; which neither becomes my Cha- 
racter, nor is agreeable to my Temper. 

Ther. Pray, my dear Friend, let us wave Ceremo- 
ny, and have nothing to do with Compliments. My 
Soul is in Jeopardy. My preſent Comfort, and my 
everlaiting Happineſs, are at ſtake. And fhall We 
ſuffer any little Punctilios to overbear ſuch weighty 
Conſiderations ? Suppoſe, You are a Teacher; [ 
have great Need, and am very deſirous, to become your 


Scholar. For I freely confeſs, that, knowing as L 
way 
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may ſeem in ſome other Inſtances, I am very igno- 
rant in the great Peculiarities of the Goſpel. Nay, 
though I have read the Scriptures in a critical View, 
I have been an utter Stranger to their ſpiritual Mean- 
ing. Herz, I am uninſtructed as a Babe; here there- 
fore, I ought to be teachable as a Babe. tes; in 
this Reſpect | would become as a Ie Child, that I may 
enter into the Knowledge, and poſſeſs the Privileges of 
the Kin2dom of Heaven. 

Alp. Your. Aniwer, Theron, ſhall be a Law. 
What think You of Delight in GOD? This is a Chriſ- 
tian Grace. But how car two walk together, except they 
be agreed ? We never covet an Intimacy with the Per- 
ſon, who declares Himſelf our Enemy. Nay, if We 
do but ſuſpect, that He bears Us a ſecret Ill-will, We 


ſhall be jealous of truſting Him, and averſe to ap- 


roach him. T his was the Caſe of our firſt Parents, 


immediately after the Fall. Inftead of drawing near 
to their CREATOR, with Pleaſure and Gratitude ; 
they fled from Him, with Anxiety and Terror. And 
why? Becauſe they were under the alarming Appre- 
henſions of his Diſpleaſure.— Whereas, let Us once 
believe what the Apoſtle affirms ; Ven We were Ene- 
mies, We avere reconciled to GOD by the Death of his 
SON. Let Us cordially credit, what the Prophet re- 
peatedly declares ; Therefore will the LORD wait, that 


| He may be pracicus unto Ton; and therefore will He be 


exalted, that He may lade Mercy upon You. Then We 
ſhall ſeek his Face with Alacrity. Our Aﬀections will 
be on the Wing to falute their Almighty BENEFAC- 
TOR. We ſhall joy in GOD through our LORD FE- 
SUS CHRIST. 

Prayer is one of the Duties, I would ſpecify. I wiſh 
my dear Theron the Spirit of Grace and Supplication. 
This will be better, incomparably better and more ad- 
vantageous, than a Key to hidden Treaſures. But how 
can you pray with humble Boldneſs, or with live! 
Hope, unleſs You believe? Believe, that CHRIS 
has expiated your Guilt, and is your Interceſſor with 
the FATHER. Then, and then only, can You 
have, what the Apoſtle calls, Bolaneſs and Acceſs _ 

en- 
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Confidence f. Mark theſe vigorous Expreſſions; and 


at your Leiſure conſider, whether they countenance 
the timid and mitgiving "Temper. At preſent oblerve, 
how yonder Lark ſoars in the Sky, as if She would 
carry her Song to the very Gates of Heaven. An 
Image his, of believing Prayer. Should a Fowler 
ſhoot her through the Wing, how would lhe fall, im- 
potent and fiuttering, to the Ground! An Emblem 


| that, of diſtruſting Prayer. 


Once again; A true Chriſtian, inſtead of dreading, 
loves the Day of CHRIST's final and glorious Appear- 
ing. St. Peter tells Us, He looks fer it, with pleaſing 
ExpeQations, as Siſera's Mother for the triumphant 
Return of her Son. He Hafens to it in ardent De- 
fires, as the enamoured Bridegroom to the wiſhed-for 
Hour of his Nuptials. Which, I think, can neither 
be a rational nor a practicable 'I hing, unleſs We have 
ſome chearing and eſtabliſhed Hope 4, that, wwher 
He fhall appear, We ſhall be like Him, and ſee Him as 
He is. | 

Ther. If this is the Caſe, what can be the Reaſon, 
why ſo many People are totally deſtitute of all Aſſu- 
rance? Have no Notion of it, and never aſpire after 
it? Nay, would be much ſurpriſed, perhaps highly 
diſguſted, at the very mention of ſuch a Doctrine? 

Aſp. If People never aſpire after it, I very much 
queſtion, whether they are truly awakened, or really 
in earneſt. 'T hey are like the Mien of Ephraim, whom 
the Prophet ſtyles, a Cake not turned; neither Bread, 
nor yet Dough. Or, as our LORD explains the Pro- 
verb, in his Charge againſt the Church of Laodicea, 

They 


+ Eph. iii. 12. Tlewowywyn, Acceſs with 2 graceful Aſus 
rance ; luch as thoſe Petitioners have, who are introduced to the 
royal Preſence by ſome diſtinguiſhed Favourite. — Hagenoic, 
A Boldneſs, or unreſtrained Liberty of Speech; ſuch as Children 
uſe, when they preſent their Addreſſes to an indulgent Father; 
and, without Fear of offending, dilcloſe all their Wants, make 
known all their Requeſts. See alſo F N. i. 6. 

t FJobn iii 2. The Apoſtle's Expretion, which comprehends 


both Himſelf and his Fellow-chriſtians, is 049&peev, We know, 
This, in the very loweſt Acceptation, mult imply what Aſpaſio 
calls an eſtabliſhed Hape. 
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They are zeitber hot var cold; but; content with the 
Form, are unconcerned about the Power of Godlineſs 
— Was I to declare myſelf more plainly upon this In- 
quiry, it ſhould be in the calm and moderate Words of 
a judicious Divine; *I do not affirm that, without a 
full Aſſurance, there is no Faith. But this I main- 
„ tain, that, where-cver the latter exiſts, there will 
«© be a fincere Purivit of the former.” 

Among the Reatons, why fo few Perſons attain this 
eminent Bleſling, We may reckon the following. They 
underftand not the perſect Freeneſ of Grace, nor the 
immenſe Merits of CHRIS?. | hey never conſider the 
unſpeakable Value of an aſſured Faith; neither are they 
aware, that it is intended for the Enjoyment of Sin- 
ners Either they ſeck it not at all; or elſe they ſeek 
it, where it is not to be found; from ſome Works of 
Righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather than from the gra- 
cious Promiſe of GOD in his Word. Which is alto- 
gether as ill- judged, and as ſure to iſſue in Diſappoint- 
ment, as if a Perſon ſhould look for Ice amidit the tor- 
rid Zone, or expect to find ſpicy {lands under the nor- 
thern Pole. 

But whether People confider it or no, the Value of 
an aſſured Faith is indeed unſpeakable. When this is 
wrought in the Heart, Peace will ſtand firm, and Af- 
flictions drop their Sting. Prayer will return laden 
with "Treaſures, and Death will approach ſtript of its 
Terrors. When this takes place in the Soul, all 
the {weet Paſſages of Scripture, all the tender Love of 
CHRIST, all the precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, will 
appear with new Charms. You will then, as You pe- 
ruſe each ſacred Page, taſte that the LORD ts gracious ||. 
You will reap a Benefit, and enjoy a Delight, as much 
ſuperior to thoſe of the doubting Reader, as the Plea- 
ſure of eating this delicious Peach, is ſuperior to the 
mere Deſcription of its agreeable Reliſh. 

Bear with me a Moment longer, Theron. For You 
can hardly imagine, what an Improvement and Exal- 
taticn this will give, to every Truth You contemplate, 


and every Object You behold. —When You contem- 


plate 
II Pct. ii. 3. 
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plate the renowned and aſtoniſhing Events, recorded 
in the Hiſtory of Nations, how highly delightful muſt 
it be to ſay; All theſe paſſed under the Superintendency of 
that Hand, which was pierced with Nails, and faftened 
When You behold the Mag- 
nificence of Creation, and the Richneſs of its Furni- 
ture ; the Grandeur of Nature, and the Variety of her 
Works ; what a hcightened Pleaſure muſt they impart, 
if your Thoughts make Anſwer to your Eyes; All 
theſe were brought into Exiſtence, by that adorable PE R- 
SON, who ſuftained my Guilt, and wrought out my juſti- 
Hing Righteouneſs. 

Ther. It We feel an Averſion to Sin, and prize the 
bleſſed ZESUS above all Things; if the prevailing Bias 
of our Affections be to the Divine REDEEMER, and 
the habitual Breathing of our Souls after a Conformi- 
ty to his Image; may We not ſuppoie Ourſelves poſ- 
ſefled of the Trath and Reality, though We have not 
the Confidence and Rejoicing of Faith I fay We; 
becauſe I apprehend, this is not my peculiar Cafe, but 
common to myſelf and many others. I aſk, therefore, 
in their Name, and in my own, May We not ſuppoſe 
our Condition ſafe, though We dare not preſume to uſe 
whe Language of the Spouſe, My Beloved is Mine, and 
Jam His? 

Aſp. For You and your Aſſociates to uſe ſuch Lan- 
guage, is neither more nor leſs than to declare; © I am 
* perſuaded, that CHRIST is faithful: that He Jays 
« what He thinks, and will do what He ſays.“ And is 
there any Preſumption or any indecency Here? Surely 
the Preſumption, at leaſt the Indecency lies, in queſ- 
tioning his Fidelity, or ſuſpecting his Veracity.—You 
aſk, Whether ſuch a State is /afe, and ſuch a Faith 
real? I would anſwer, Why ſhould not ſuch a State 
be happy, as well as ſafe? And ſuch a Faith be afured, 
as well as real? Why ſhould You, or Any One, plcad 
the Cauſe of Unbelicf, and veil it with the ſpecious 
Pretext of Humility ? Let thete Perſons know, what- 
ever their Names or their Circumſtances are, that they 
have as good a Right to adopt the Words You men- 
tion, as Philenor has to call theſe Gardens his own.— 


Yet 


> 


ne CS 2 ” 


— — 2 2 
PPP 


= CTT 2 


= -> — N 1 
* 
2 


2 
* * 


q 
* 
1 
>, * 
* 
i - 
4 
[4 


* 
— 
4 r 22 
—— — s 
.. " 


382 DIALOGUE XVI 


Yet they will do well to remember, that theſe Quali- 
fications, however amiable, are, by no means, the Ground 
of their Right. They are to advance their Claim, and 
hold faſt the Bleſſing, not as Men ornamented with 
fine Endowments, but as poor, indigent, guilty Sin- 
ners. For ſuch the SAVIOUR is provided ; to ſuch 
his Benefits are propoſed ; and on ſuch his Grace will 
be magnified. 

But fee, Theron ! Yonder black and low-hung Cloud 
points this Way, it ſeems to be big with a Shower ; 
it marches on apace, and will ſoon be over our Heads. 
We mutt inflantly fly to Shelter. | 

Ther. It is wel! We have this Summer-houſe for our 
Shelter. The thickeſt Boughs would be inſufficient to 
ſcreen Us. I think, I never ſaw a more impetuous 
Burſt of Rain. A Shower! No, tis a deſcending De- 
luge. The large, ropy, reeking Drops, come down 
like a Torrent T. How the Roof reſounds, and the 
Channels begin to roar !——Surpriſing ! What a dread- 
ful Flaſh was there! A Sheet of ſulphurcous Fire, 
launched from the diſmal Gloom, and wrapping the 
whole Skies in a Blaze! — Not a Moment's Interval, 


between the Lightning's Rage, and the Thunder's 
Roar, 


+ Come down like a Torrent, — This is the Import of that ſtrong 
pictureſque Word Jy} Pſal. Ixxvii. 17. In this Manner, The 
Clouds 2 out Water; the Air thundered ; and thine Arrows 
went abroad, — Mr. Addiſon, if I remember right, admires the 
Pſalmiſt's Deſcription of a Storm at Sea ; becauſe, it dwells only 
upon the grand and moſt ſtriking Circumſtances; without deſcend- 
ing, like Virgil's enervated Revreſentation, to ſuch /rerle Particu- 
lars, as the Cries of Men, and the Nuſe of Oars. This Deſcription 
of a Tempeſt is, I think, equally admirable on the ſame Account. 
The three greateſt and moſt terrible Peculiarities are ſelected, and 
expreſſed with all the Conciſeneſs, yet with ail the Vigour, that 
Language can unite. 

I have not met with any Commentator, that enters into the 
Spirit of the next Verſe. It is by no means a vain Repetition, but 
moſt ſignificantly diſplays the Effet, of what was detcribed, in the 
foregoing Lines. The Voice of thy Junge vas in the Heaven; it 
reſounded from Pole to Pole, and filled 59341 the vaſt Circum- 
ference of the Skies. The Lrghtnings lightened the Mold; they 
ſhone far and near, and illuminated the whole World with their 
Blaze. The Earth trembled to its Center, and its Inhabitants ſhook 


with Horror. 
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Roar. How ſudden and vaſt the Exploſion! What a 
deep, prolonged, tremendous Peal enſues! It ſeems as 
if the Poles of Earth, and the Pillars of Nature crack- 
ed; or às tho' the Arch of Heaven was cleſt aſunder, 
and mingling with the Ruins of the World. 

See, my dear Apis See the direful Havock ; the 
horrid Effects of this elementary Tumult. — Yonder 
Oak, which reared its towering Head aloft, and ſpread 
wide its graceful Branches, is, in the T'winkling of an 
Eye, turned into a naked Trunk There it ſtands, 
ſinged and tore; ripped of its verdant Honours “, 
and ſurrounded with its own ſhattered Fragments. 
How fearful is the Artillery of Heaven “! 

Aſp. And why—why did not the Blow fall on this 
guilty Breaſt * Why was not the fiery Bolt, which flew 
ſo near, commiſſioned to pierce our Hearts ?—If our 
heavenly FATHER has been fo tenderly careful of 
theſe Bodies, will He not be much more gracious to 
our immortal Souls ? Will He not clothe them with 
that immaculate Robe, which is the only Security from 
the Stroke of eternal Vengeance? —And let me aſk, 
Can this be a Security to Us, unleſs we are veſted with 
it! Could this Building, though very ſubſtantial, have 
ſecured Us from the ruſhing Rains, if We had not be- 
taken Ourſelves to its friendly Covert ! 

CHRIST is repreſented, in the Prophecy of Jaiab, 
by this very Image; as a Place of Refuge, and as a Co- 
vert from the Storm and from Rain. | hat is, His Me- 
rits and Death are a ſure Protection, from the Curſe of 
the Law, and the Damnation of Hell. No Fury of 
the Elements fo terrible as he; no Bulwark of Stone 
ſo impregnable as zhoye. If this is a proper Emblem 
of CHRIST, to what ſhall We liken Faith? To a Per- 
ſuaſion, that the Shelter of the Summer-hauſe is free 
for our Uſe? That We are welcome to avail Ourſelves 


of 


® * Does not this give Us the moſt awful and grand Senſe of 
Pſalm xxix. 9 The Voice of the LORD, when uttered in Thun- 
der, and accompanied with Lightning, PY. Fe not, diſ- 
covereth the 1.3 ck Buſhes, but flrips the Fortis; lays bare he branch- 
ing Woods; reduces the moſt magnificent and flouriſhing Cedars 
to naked and withered Trauks. 
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of the commodious Retreat? Would this defend Us 
from the Inclemencies of the Weather? Would this 


keep Us dry, amidſt the deſcending Deluge ? Would 


this bare Perſuaſion, unleſs reduced to Practice, be any 
manner of Advantage to our Perſons. No, ſurely. 
We muſt actually fly to the Shelter, and We muſt ac- 
tually apply the SAVIOUR; otherwiſe, I ſee not what 
Comfort or Benefit can be derived from either. 

Ther, May I then, from this Inſtant, look upon 
CHRIST, his glorious Perſon, his perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs, and his precious Death, as my certain Inherit- 
ance ? May I firmly believe, that, through this grand 
and immenſely meritorious Cauſe, I ſhall have Par- 
don and Acceptance, true Holineſs and endleſs Salva- 
tion ? 

Aſp. Why ſhould You not believe all this firmly ? 
You have the ſame Reaſon to believe with a ſteady 
Confidence, as to believe with any Degree of Affiance. 
It is the free Promiſe of the Goſpel, addreſſed to Sin- 
ners, that warrants the latter; and the very ſame Pro- 
miſe authorizes the former. 

You have heard my Opinion ; hear now what our 
LORD Himſelf ſays; Let Him that is athir/l, come; 
and whoſoever will, let Him take the W ater of Life free- 
*. He may partake of my ſpiritual and unſpeakable 
Bleſſings, us freely as He makes uſe of the moſt com- 
mon Refreſhments ; as freely as He drinks of the run- 
ning Stream. This is his royal Proclamation.— Hear 
his gracious Invitation. Lock unto Me, and be Ye ſaved; 
ſaved from your diiquieting Fears, by Juſtification ; 
ſaved from your domineering Corruptions, by Sanctifi- 
cation. To whor is this moſt affectionate Call ad- 
dreſſed? lo , Ends of the Earth T. And can my 
Theron imagine that He is excluded? Nay farther ; 
Hear his earneſt Intreaty, his tender and repeated Im- 
portunity; , though GOD did beſeech You by Us; 
We pray You, in CHRIST's Stead, be Ye reconciled le 
6001. 

Should not this three-fold Cord be ſtrong enough 
to draw my dear Friend; let me add, what muſt ab- 

ſolutely 


Rev. Axli. 17. Þ Ia. xlv. 22. 1 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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ſolutely ſuperſede all Objections, the plain, expreſs, 
peremptory Command of the ALMIGHTY: This 7s 
his Command, that We fhould believe on the Name of his 
Son JESUS CHRIST JI. Pray, examine the Lan- 
Free not He alloao only; or barely adwvi/es ; but 
e commands. We are not only permitted, but ſtrict! 

required, It is not only our Privilege, but GOD's 
poſitive Injunction. Upon the Diſcovery of fuck a 
SAVIOUR, methinks, every Heart ſhould- cry; 
« O! that I might be permitted to approach Him ! 
« To ſollicit an Intereſt in Him! How gladly would 
J wait, ever ſo long a Time, in ever fo mean 2 
« Poſture, if I might at the laſt receive Him as my 
Portion?“ -The ſuperabundant Goodneſs of GOD 
prevents our Wiſhes, and exceeds our Hopes. 1 
freely give my SON, faith the LORD, and all his 
6 Riches to You. I beſeech You, as a compaſſionate 
« Friend, not to refuſe Him. I injoin You, as an 
uncontroulable Sovereign, to believe on Him.” 
How gracious! charmingly and amazingly gracious is 
this Command ! And give me leave to hint, it is the 
| ge and moſt important Command, that ever ifſued 
rom the Throne of Glory. If this be neglected, no 
other can be kept; if this be obſerved, all others will 
be eaſy. Now, Theron, will You not look upon CHRIST 
and his all- ſufficient Merits, as your own ? Is not your 
Warrant clear and unexceptionable ? Is not your Obli- 
gation ſtrong and indiſpenſible ? 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaſio, this puts all my miſtruſtful 
Apprehenſions to the ſtand. Here is a Proclamation 
from the bleſſed GOD ſeconded by his Invitation — 
accompanied by his Intreaty—and all inforced by his 
Command. I know not what can be a fuller Proof of 
your Point, or a ſtronger Inducement to believe. 

Aſp. Yes, Theron; I can produce (if ſuch a Thin 
be potſible) ſtronger Proof ſtill. Such as, I hope, wil 


totally rout Unbelief, and drive all her Forces from 
the Field, | 
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GOD has not only commanded You, to live unde! 
the ſweet Perſuaſion, that his SON is your SAVI- 
OUR; but he has given you the grandeſt Ratification 
of this precious Truth. He has paſſed his Word; 
He has made you a firm Promiſe ; nay, He has given 
you many and warious Promiſes, of this ineſtimable 
Bleſſing. Ad O D is not a Man, that He ſhould lie; 
or the Son of Man, that He ſhould repent. Heaven and 
Earth may drop into Nothing, ſooner than one Pro- 
miſe, or indeed one jot or Tittle of his Promiſe, ſhould 
fall to the Ground. 

Beſides this, He has given you, if I may fo ſpeak, a 
Note under his own Hand. He has recorded his Pro- 
miſes in the Bible, and wwr:ztex them with an everlaſt- 
ing Pen. So that they will ſtand conſpicuous and in- 
delible, like a Bill drawn upon Heaven, and a Baſis laid 
for Faith, ſo long as the Sun and Moon endure. 

Nay, He has confirmed all, by the moſt folemn 
Sanction imaginable ; by his Oath ; by his own Oath ; 
by the Oath of a GOD. Though his Word: is ſure, 
and his Promiſe immutable, He adds (wonderful, aſto- 
niſhing, charming Benignity !) He adds his Oath to all. 
He not only ſpeaks, but ſwears ; ſwears by Himſelf; 
ſwears by his own eternal Exiſtence ; that his Promiſes 
belong to whom ? Mark this Particular with the moſt 


exact Attention. To whom do theſe Promiſes belong, 
which are ratified in this unequaled and e, Man- 


ner? To the Holy, the Upright, the Accompliſhed * 
To thoſe, ſays the Scripture, who fy for Refuge to the 


Hope ſet before them + The Hope ſet before them in 


the Propitiation, the Righteouſneſs, the ineffable Me- 


rits of CHRIST. 


This You do, Theron: I know You do. There- 
fore, as ſurely as GOD is true, as certainly as GOD 
exiſts, they are all your own. I would humbly, yet 


boldly apply to my Friend, what the great JEHOVAH 


ſpeaks by the Prophet; „A, I live, ſaith the LORD, 
« thou ſhalt ſurely clothe Thee with them all, as with an 
« Ornament, and bind them on Thee as a Bride auth f. 
« ] appeal to all my Perfections, for the Truth oy 

facred 


+ Rev. vi. 17, 18, 1 Iſai. xlix. 18. 
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nourable to GOD, nor pleaſing to CHRIST, nor pro- 
fitable to Ourſelves. | 

Aſp. If it be, then cheriſh it, indulge it, and never 
relinquiſh it. But how can it be honourable to GOD? 
It depreciates his Goodneſs; it is a Reproach to his 
Veracity ; nay, the Apoſtle ſcruples not to affirm, that 
it makes him a Liar. Whereas, they who believe his 
Teſtimony, glorify his Faithfulneſs; glorify his Be- 
neficence ; and, as John the Baptiſt ſpeaks, /et to their 
Seal, that GOD ts true. J have been informed, 
that, when the late Elector of Hanover was declared, 
by the Parliament of Great-Britain, Succeſſor to the 
vacant 'Throne ; ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction waited 
upon his Highneſs, in order to make timely Applica- 
tion for the moſt valuable Preferments. Several Re- 
queſts of this Nature were granted, and each was 
confirmed by a kind of promiſſory Note. Among the 
reſt, one Gentleman ſollicited for the Maſterſbip of 
the Roll.. Being indulged in his Deſire, he was of- 
fered the ſame Confirmation, which had been vouch- 
ſafed to other ſucceſsful Petitioners. Upon which, 
he ſeemed to be under a graceful Confuſion and Sur- 
prize; begged that he might not put the Royal Do- 
nor to ſuch unneceſſary Trouble; at the ſame Time 
declaring, that he looked upon his Highneſs's Word, 
as the very beſt Ratification of his Suit. With this 
Conduct, and this Compliment, the Elector was not 
a little pleaſed. This is the Gentleman, he ſaid, ah 
does me a real Honour; treats me like a Hing; and 
aohocwer is diſappointed, He ſhall certainly be gratified. 
So, We are aſſured by the Word of Revelation, that 
He, who flaggered not through Unbelief, gave, and in 
the moſt ſignal, and moſt acceptable Manner, Glory to 
GOD ||. 5 

Is it pleaſing to CHRIST ? — Quite the reverſe. 
It diſhonours his Merit; it detracts from the Dignity 
of his Righteouſneſs; it would enervate the Power of 
his Interceſſion. Accordingly you may obſerve, there 
is nothing which our LORD fo frequently reproved 
in his Followers, as this Spirit of Unbelief.— What 


ſays 


[| Rom. iv. 20, 


at 


ys 


DIALOGUE XVI 389 


fays He to his Diſciples, when He came down from 
the Mount of Transfiguration? O faithleſs and per- 
verſe * Generation! They were perverſe, becauſe faith- 
leſs. What ſays He to the Travelers, whom He 
overtook in their Journey to Emmaus ? O Fools, and 
flow of Heart to believe +! They were Fools, be- 
cauſe ſlow to believe. What ſays He to the Apoſtles, 
after his Reſurrection? FESUS wpbraided them with 
their Unbelief f. He took no notice of their cowardly 
and perfidious Behaviour; He inveighed againſt none 
of their other Follies and Infirmities; but He up- 
braided them with their Unbelief. Not gently rebuked. 
No; this was a Fault, ſo unreaſonable in itſelf, ſo re- 
proachful to their Maſter, ſo pernicious to themſelves, 
that He ſeverely reprimanded them for it; with an Air 
of Vehemence, and with a Mixture of Invective. 

Is it profitable to Ourſelves *——Nothing leſs. It 
damps our Love, and diminiſhes our Comfort. It ſub- 
jects Us to that Fear, which hath Torment; and diſ- 
qualifies Us for that Obedience, which is filial. In a 
Word; this diſtruſtful and unbelieving Temper wea- 


0 Aitopappern. Matt. xvii. 17. A believing State of Mind 
is like ſome well arranged and beautiful Syſtem of Limbs. Un- 


belief diflocates the Parts, diſtorts the harmonious Frame, and 
disfigures, its comely Proportion. 


+ Avorlos. Luke xxiv. 25. Not thoughtleſs, but fupid Crea- 
tures; voilof Underſtanding ; as we ſay in Engl:fþ without com- 
mon Senſe ; or, as Horace would have ſaid in Latin, 


o tribus Anticyris Caput inſanabile ! 


T Mark xvi. 14. The Word is not vine, as in Luke 


xvii. 3. not A., as in Tit, i. 13. but reef, which ſignifies, 
not barely a Rebuke, but a Rebuke accompanied with keen and 
ſtinging Reflections; ſuch as may cover the Face with Bluſhes, and 
wound the Heart with Anguiſh.—It is uſed, by the Evangeliit 
Luke, and by the Apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe Calumnies, In— 
vectives, and Reproaches, with which the Perſecutors of 
Chriſtianity endeavoured to gall and affli the Chriſtians, Luke 
vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. 14.— Though our LORD JESUS was molt 
828 tender and gentle; yet, when Severity was neceſſary and 
Wwholeſome, He knew how to be ſevere. Our all-wiſe PHYSI- 
CIAN could apply the Cauſtic, as well as adminiſter the Cordial. 


8 3 kens 


3% Io i. 


kens every Principle of Piety, and impoveriſhes the 
whole Soul. Whence come ſpiritual Obſcitancy and 
Remiſſneſs? Whency proceed Sterility, and Unfruitful- 
neſs in the Knowledge of CHRIST ? St. Peter aſcribes 
them all to an habitual Unbelief. Such Perſons, he 
ſays, have forgotten that they were purged from their for- 
mer Sins *. In the Regenerate, where it remains, 
it is very detrin\ental ; for they that will not believe, 
foal l un e chat l ht: In the Unregencrate, where 
t prevails, it is ablolutely deſtructive; and though 
it may not kill like an Apoplexy, it waites like a 


Conſumption. They could not enter in, becauſe of * 


Unbelief I. 

Let Us then, my dear Friend, caft awvay this Sin, 
which /o eaſily Leſets Us both. It clogs our Feet; it 
hampers all our Powers; and hinders Us from running, 
with Alacrity and Speed, the Race that is ſet before Us.— 
What ſays Dawid? GOD hath fprken in his Holineſs || ; 
hath made an expreſs and inviolable Promiſe, that [ 
ſhall be Ruler of his People Mael. I will rejoice there- 
fore; Away with every alarming Apprehenſion; I 
will even exult and triumph. Nay more; I will di- 
vide Shechem, and mete out the Valley of Succath ; I will 
look upon the whole Land as my own. I will divide 
it, and diſpoſe of it, juſt as if it was already in my 
Poſſeſſion. Why ſhould not you and 1 alſo ſay? 
GOD hath ſpoken in his Holineſs; hath expreſly and 
ſolemnly declared, The Premiſe of an all- ſufficient SA- 
VIOUR 7s to You. We will ryoice therefore; conhd- 
ing in this moſt faithſul Word, We will bid adieu to 
all diſquieting Fears, and make our boaſt of this glo- 
rious REDEEMER. Yes; notwithſtanding all our 
Unworthineſs, CHRIST and his Atonement, CHRIST 
and his Righteouſneſs, are ours. Amidſt all our 
Temptations, this is our Anchor; its Hold is firm, 


and its Ground immoveable 494. 
; N T her. 
* 2 Pet. i. 8, 9. + Ifai. vii. 9 gra. lit. 19+ 
U Pal. x. 6. * 3 
5 This very important Doctrine is mor&-eapiouſly diſplayed, in 


a Sermon of Mr, Erikine's on the Afurance of Faith, Vol. III. 
p. 201. | 
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Their. I have heard ſome People diſtinguiſh, between 
the Faith of Reliance, and the Faith of Agurance ; be- 
tween the reflex and the dire? Act of Faith. Me- 
thinks I approve theſe Sentiments, though I diflike the 
Terms. The Sentiments are finely adapted to the Re- 
lief of human Infirmity, though the Terms are rather 
too abſtruſe for ordinary Capacities to underſtand. 

Aſp. I cannot fay, that I am very fond, either of 
the one, or of the other. In my Opinion, they both 
partake too much of the Subtility of the Schools ; and 
are more likely to create Perplexity, than to adminiſter 
godly Edifying. For which Reaſon, I ſhould chooſe. 
to drop the difficult Phraſes, and not to dwell on the 
nice Diſtinctions.— Vet, if We muſt not diſmiſs them, 
without ſome Notice, I would obſerve. 

That, what they call Faith of Reliance, includes or 
preſuppoſes, a Degree of Aſſurance. Who would rely 
upon a Satisfaction made, without being firſt perſuaded, 
that the Satisfaction is for Him and his Iniquities ? Re- 
liance, ſeparated from this Perſuaſion, ſeems to be nei- 
ther comfortable, nor reaſonable. As to thoſe, 
who are zealous Advocates for the reflex Act of Faith; 
who advife Us, to prove our Title to Comfort, by 
_ Marks of Converſion; and teach Us, on this 

-olumn to fix the Capital of Aſſurance; I would ra- 
ther propoſe a Queſtion, than advance Objections.— 
Is not this ſomewhat like placing the Dome of a Ca- 
thedral upon the Stalk of a Tulip? 

Ther. No, ſay They; it was the Practice of the 
Apoſtle Himſelf; and He has left it upon Record, as 
a Pattern for all Poſterity to copy. We know that We 
are paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe We love the 
Brethren. | 

Aſp. Obſerve, Theron, the Proceſs of the Apoſtle's 
Reaſoning. It is like the Form of an inverted Cone ; 
where You have firſt the Point, and from thence pro- 
ceed to the Baſe. - So the ſacred Writer begins with 
the leſs, and aſcends to the greater Proof. He ſays, 
in one of the following Verſes; Hereby perceive We the 

8 4 * Lowe 
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Love of GOD *, becauſe He laid down his Life, not 
merely for Sinners, but for Us in particular. —Hee, 
You ſee, is Aſſurance by the direct Act of Faith. 
From this Truth believed, from this Bleſſing received, 
the Love of our Brethren takes its Riſe. Which may 
very juſtly be admitted as an Evidence, that our Faith 
is real, and our Aſſurance no Deluſion. As yonder 
Leaves may ſerve to diſtinguiſh the Species, and aſ- 
certain the healthy State, of the Trees on which they 
row. | 

b When your Tenants bring in their Rent, this af- 
fords no contemptible Evidence, that the Lands, 
which they reſpectively occupy, are yours. But this 
15 a Proof which does not occur, either every Day or 
every Week; it is occaſional only, and of the ſubor- 
dinate Kind. — The grand Demonſtration, that which 
is always at hand, and always forcible, is, your Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Deeds of Conveyance. Thus, the Pro- 
miſe of GOD in his divine Word is our Charter, or 
the authentic Conyeyance of our Right to Pardon and 
Salvation, Make juſt the ſame Difference between this 
Promiſe and your own Holineſs, as You make between 
the Writings of your Eſtate and the Receival of the 
Revenues, Vou will then judge aright, becauſe your 

Judgment will coincide with the Apoſtle's. 
Beſides ; this Method of ſeeking Peace and Aſſu- 
Tance, I fear, will embarraſs the ſimple-minded ; and 
cheriſh, 


* 1 Jobs iii. 16. The Word GOD is not in the Original. It 
was omitted by the Apoſtle, juſt as the particular Name is omitted 
by Mary, when She ſpeaks to the Gardener; Sir, if thou baſt 
borne Him bence; and by the Church, when She addreſſes the 
ſacred Object of her Affection; Lee Him kiſs me with tbe Kiſſes of 
bis Mouth : John xx. 15. Cantic. i. 1. In all which Places, 
there is a Language, a very emphatical Language, even in the 
Silence, It declares, how deeply the Heart was penetrated, how 
totally the Thoughts were poſſeſſed, by the bleſſed and glorious Sub- 
ject. It expreſſes alſo the ſuperlative Dignity and Amiableneſs of 
the Perſon meant : as a He, and He alone, was, or delerved 
to be, both known and zdmired by All. For which Reaſon, to 
mention his Name, or diſplay his Excellencies, ſeemed as needleſs 
as to ſhew Light to the opened Eye. 
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cheriſh, rather than ſuppreſs, the Fluctuations of 
Doubt. For, let the Marks be what You pleaſe, a 
Love of the Brethren, or a Love of all Righteouſneſs, 
a Change of Heart or an Alteration of Life; theſe 
wm Qualifications are ſometimes like the Stars at Noon- 

ay, zot eaſily, if at all, diſcernable ; or elfe they are 
like a Glow-worm in the Night, glimmering, rather 
than ſhining. Conſequently will yield, at the beſt, 
but a feeble, at the worſt, a very precarious Evidence. 
If, in ſuch a manner, We ſhould acquire ſome 
little Aſſurance, how ſoon may it be unſettled by the 
Incurſions of Temptation, or deſtroyed by the Pre- 
valence of Sin! At ſuch a juncture, how will it keep 
its Standing! How retain its Being! It will be as a 
tottering Wall, before the Tempeſt; or as the Rub 
without Mire, and the Flag witbout Water ®. 

Inſtead therefore of poring on our own Hearts, to 
diſcover, by inherent Qualities, our Intereſt in 
CHRIST, I ſhould rather renew my Application to the 
free and faithful Promiſe of the LORD; aſſert and 
maintain my Title, on this unalterable Ground. 
Pardon is mine, I would ſay, Grace is mine, CHRIST 
and all his ſpiritual Bleſſings are mine. Why? be- 
* cauſe I am conſcious of ſanctifying Operations in 
4 my own Breaſt? Rather becauſe GOD hath ſpoken in 
« his Holineſs; becauſe all theſe precious Privileges 
are conſigned over to me in the everlaſting Goſpel, 
« with a Clearneſs unqueſtionable as the Truth, with 
a Certainty inviolable as the Oath of GOD.” 

Caſt your Eye into yonder Meadow. Take notice 
of that induſtrious Fiherman; how intent He is upon 
the Purſuit of his Buſineſs. He has juſt thrown his 
Net, and taken a conſiderable Booty. You do not 
ſee Him ſpending his Time in idle Triumphs, on Ac- 
count of his Succeſs. He does not ſtand, to mea- 
ſure the Dimenſions of the Fiſh ; or compute the Va- 
lue of his Prize. But having, without Delay, ſecured 
the Captives; He prepares for another Caſt, and 

* ſob. vili, 11. 
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hopes for another Draught. So let Us, inſtead of 
* exulting in any paſt Acquiſitions, ſeek afreſh to the 
inexhauitible Fulneſs ot our SAVIOUR, for re- 
newed Communications. That, having Lite and 
having Peace from Him, We may have them more 
abundantly*. Then will be fulfilled the Saying that 
is written; The Juſt, the righteous in JESUS CHRIST 
Hall live, ſhall be delivered from Condemnation 
and Death; ſhall perſevere and advance in the Lite 
of Comfort and Holineſs how ? By reflecting on 
his own Attainments? No; but by the Exerciſe of 
Faith+. By cleaving inſeparably to CHRZST, and by 
depending inceſſantly on CHRIST. 

This, f verily think, nay this, the Apoſtle teſtifies, 
is the moſt effectual Way of feeding that Lamp, and 
quickening that Flame; which, having cheared Us in 
our earthly 3 will be brightened up into im- 
mortal Glory in the Heavens. 

Here they went in; and, after a ſlight Refreſhment, 
took Coach. As they were returning Home, Theron 
obſerved, with Concern, the changed and melancholy 
Aſpect of Things, in the Territories of the Huſband- 
man. The Fields of Corn, which a little while ago, 
were gracefully erect, or ſoftly inclining to the Breeze, 
lay ſunk and flatted under the impetuous Rains.—Such, 
added 4/pafio, ſuch I apprehend will be our Faith, 
if it aſpires not after Aſſurance, or if its Aſſurance is 
| erected on any Endowments of our own. O! that it 
might be rooted}, like thoſe tull-grown Oaks, under 
which We lately walked! and grounded, like that well- 
built Edifice, which is ſtill in our view II join with my 
Aſpafio in this Wiſh ; and muſt beg of Him to inform me, 
how I may attain fo deſirable a Bleſſing. Vou have 
cured me, Theron, of making Apologies: O! that I 
might be as ſucceſsfully inftrumental, in delivering my 
Friend from his Doubts! That the Goſpel might come 
to Us, as it came to the The/alonians, not in Word ws 

ut 


* John x. 10. + Rom. i. 17. 
ft Rooted and prounded, eic fe 2 re HEEDννν] ui. Theſe 
are the Apoſtle's beautiful Ideas, or rather expreſſive Similitudes, 
each comprehended in a ſingle Word, Epbeſ. iii. 18. 
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but in Power, and in the HOLY GHOST, and in much 


Aſſurance *.! a | 

Prayer is the firſt Expedient. Every good Gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the FATHER 
of Lights. CHRIST is not only the Object, but the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith. LORD increaſe our 
Faith, was the Requeſt of the Diſciples, and ſhould 
be the prevailing Language of our Hearts. 

Seek the Bleed SPIRIT. That He may teſtify of 
GOD, teſtify of CHRIST, and bear witneſs with our 


Spirit, Teſtify of GOD, that He hath given unto 
Us eternal Life, Teſtify of CHRIST, that this Life 
is in his SONÞ+. Bear witneſs with our Spirit, that 


We are the Children of GOD j.—By doing this, He is 
an Earneſt || of our eternal Happineſs and Glory: He 
is a Seal F of our Security and Perſeverance unto the 
Day of Redemption. 

Lay up many of the divine Promiſes in your Me- 
mory. Stock that noble Cabinet with this invaluable 
Treaſure. Faith cometh by hearing J, by meditating on, 
and praying over, this Word of Life, and Word of 
Grace. ——And never, never forget the Freeneſi, with 
which the Promiſe is made, and its good Things are 
beſtowed. You are to receive the one, and apply 
the other, not with a full, but with an empty Hand; 
not as a righteous Perſon, but as an unworthy Sin- 
ner. 


® 1 Theſl. i. 5. + 1 John v. 11. t Rom. viii. 16. 
{| 2 Cor. i. 22. $ Eph. i. 13. | 
J Rom, x. 17, On which Account the Scriptu es are ſtyled, The 


 Wirds of Faith, 1 Tim. iv. 6, 
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lation to be prepared, and his Pleaſure- Boat to 
hold itſelf in Readineſs. Breakfaſt being diſpatched, 
and ſome neceſſary Orders, relating to the Family, 
given. Now, ſays He to Aßpaſio, let me fulfil my 
Promiſe ; or rather let us execute our mutual En- 
gagement; and conſign the Remainder of this mild 
and charming Day, to a rural Excurſion. 

We will take our Rout along one of the fine? Roads 
in the World. A Road, incomparably more curious 
and durable, than the famous Cauſeys raiſed by thoſe 
puiſſant Hands which conquered the Globe. A Road, 
that has ſubſiſted from the Beginning of Time; and, 
though frequented by innumerable Carriages, laden 
with the heavieſt Burdens, has never been gulled, ne- 
ver wanted Repair, to this very Hour. pon this, 
they ſtep into the Chariot, and are conveyed to a large 
navigable River, about three Quarters of a Mile diſtant 
from the Houſe. Here they launch upon a new 
Element, attended by two or three Servants, expert at 
handling the Oar, and managing the Nets. 

Is this the Road, replied Aſpaſio, on which my 
Friend beſtows his Panegyric ? It is indeed more curi- 
ous 1n its Structure, and more durable in its Subſtance, 
than the celebrated Roman Cauſeys. Though I muſt 
aſſure you, that the latter are very high in my Eſteem. 
I admire them far beyond Trajan's Pillar, or Ca- 
racalla's Baths; far beyond the idle Pomp of the 
Pantheon, or the worſe than idle Magnificence of 
the 4mphitheatre. They do the trueſt Honour to the 


Empire ; becauſe, while they were the Glory of Rome, 
they 


T H E next Morning, Theron ordered a cold Col- 
0 
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they were a general Good “; and not only a Monu- 
ment of her Grandeur, but a Benefit to Mankind. 

But more than all theſe Works, I admire that excellent 
and divinely gracious Purpoſe, to which Providence 
made the Empire itſelf ſubſervient. It was a kind of Road 
or Cauſey, for the ever/afting Goſpel ; and afforded the 
Word of Life a free Paſſage, to the very Ends of the 
Earth. The evangelical Dove mounted the Wings of 
the Roman Eagle; and flew, with ſurpriſing Expedi- 
tion, through all Nations.—Who would have thought, 
that inſatiable Ambition and the moſt bloody Wars, 
ſhould be paving a Way for the PRINCE of Humility 
and Peace ? How remote from all human Apprehen- 
ſion, was ſuch a Deſign; and how contrary to the 
natural Reſult of Things, was ſuch an Event! How 
remarkably therefore was that Obſervation of the Pſal- 
miſt verified ; His Ways are in the Sea, and his Paths 
in the great Waters, and his Footſteps are not known. ! 

Converſing on ſuch agreeable Subjects, they were 
carried by the Stream, through no leſs agreeable 
Scenes. They paſs by Hills, clothed with hanging 
Woods; and Woods, arrayed in varying Green. Here, 
excluded from a Sight of the out- ſtretched Plains, 
they are entertained with a Group of aun/ubſtantial 
Images, and the Wonders of a mimic Creation. —Ano- 
ther Sun ſhines, but ſtript of his blazing Beams, in 
the watery Concave: while Clouds fail along the 
downward Skies, «and ſometimes diſcloſe, ſometimes 
draw a Veil over the radiant Orb. Trees, with their 
inverted 'Tops, either flouriſh in the fair Serene below ; 
or elſe paint, with a *pleaſing Deluſion, the pellucid 

Flood. 


* Theſe Roads ran through all Italy, and ſtretched themſelves 
into the Territories of France, They were carried acroſs the 
Alps, the Pyrenean Mountains, and through the whole King- 
dom of Spain, Some of them, towards the South, reached even 
to Ethicpia; and ſome of them, towards the North, extended 
as far as Scotland. The Remains of ſeveral of them continue in 
Englard to this Day ; though they were probably made above 
1500 Years ago. 

+ Plal, Ixxvii. 19. 
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Flood. Even the Mountains are there, but in head- 
long Poſture ; and, notwithſtanding their prodigious 
Bulk, they quiver in this floating Mirror, like the pop- 
lar Leaves which adorn their Sides. ; 

Soon as the Boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
Surface; the Waves, puſhed haſtily to the Bank, bear 
off, in broken F _— the liquid Landſchape. The 
ſpreading Circles ſeemed to prophecy, as they rolled ; 
and pronounced the Pleaſures of this preſent State— 
the 8 of Power, the Charm of Beauty, and the 
Echo of Fame pronounced them tranſſent, as their 
ſpeedy Paſſage; empty, as their unreal Freight. 
Seemed to prophecy ? It was more. Imagination heard 
them utter, as they ran; 


Thus paſs the ſhadowy Scenes of Life away ! 


Anon, they emerge from this fluid Alley, and dart 
amidſt the Level of a ſpacious Meadow. The Eye, 
lately immured, though in pleaſurable Confinement, 
now expands her delighted View, into a Scene almoſt 
boundleſs, and amidſt Objects little ſhort of innume- 
rable. —— Tranſported for a while, at the numberleſs 
Variety of beauteous Images, poured in ſweet Confu- 
ſion all around, ſhe hardly knows, where to fix, or 
which to purſue. Recovering, at length, from the 
pleaſing Perplexity ; ſhe glances, quick and inſtanta- 
neous, acroſs all the intermediate Space, and marks 
the diſtant Mountains. How Clifts climb over Clifts, 
till the huge Ridges gain upon the Sky : how their di- 
miniſhed Tops are dreſſed in Blue, or wrapped in 
Clouds, while all their leafy Sti u tures, and all their 
fleecy Tenants, are loft in Air. 

Soon ſhe quits theſe aerial Summits, and ranges the 
ruſſet Heath : here, ſhagged with Brakes, or tufted 
with Ruſhes: there, interſperſed with ftraggling 
Thickets, or ſolitary Trees; that ſeem, like diſaffected 
Partiſans, to ſhun each other's Shade. A Spire, 
placed in a remote Valley, peeps over the Hills. Senſe 
is ſurpriſed at the amuſive Appearance; is ready to 


ſuſpect, that the Column riſes, like ſome inchanted 
Edihce, 
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Edifice, from the rifted Earth, But Reaſen looks up- 
on it, as the Earneſt of a hidden Plain, and the ſure 
Indication of an adjacent Town. Performing, in this 
Reſpect, much the ſame Office to the Eye, as Faith 
executes with regard to the Soul, when it is the Ewi- 
| dence of Things not ſeen *®. - 

Next, ſhe roves, with increaſing Pleaſure, over ſpa- 
cious Tracts of fertile Glebe, and cultured Fiel/as. 
Where Cattle, of every graceful Form, and every va- 
luable Quality, crop the tender Herb, or drink the 
chryſtal Rills.—Preſently, ſhe dwells with the higheſt 
Complacency, on Towns of Opulence and Splendor ; 
which ſpread the ſacred Dome, and lift the ſocial 
Roof. Towns, no longer ſurrounded with the ſtern 
forbidding Majeſty F, of unpaſſable Entrenchments, 
and impregnable Ramparts ; but incircled with the de- 
licate, the inviting Appendages of Gardens and Or- 
Chards : thoſe, decked with all the ſoft Graces of Art 
and Elegance; theſe, bluſhing and pregnant with the 
more ſubſtantial Treaſures of fruitful Nature. 
Wreaths of aſcending Smoke, intermingled with Tur- 
rets and lofty Pinnacles, ſeemed to contend which 
ſhall get fartheft from the Earth, and zeareft to the 
Skies. Happy for the Inhabitants! If ſuch was the 
habitual "Tendency of their Deſires ; if no other Con- 
tention was known in their Streets. 


Villas, 
#* Heb. xi. 1. 
+ — Minæ que 
Murorum ingen tes. Virg. 

t This Comparilon, I think, cannot apprar vu'gar to thoſe 
Perſons, who have read, and who reverence, The Book of Can- 
ricies, There, the Church, aſcending continually in her Aﬀec- 
tions, to her b-Joved 7 ZSUS, and to her heavenly Home, is cha- 
racterized by this very Similitude. Vhs is this that cometh out o 
the Wilderneſs like Pillars of Smoke, Cantic. iii. 6. Though it 
muſt be confeſſed, that this Similitude, like many of the Illuſtra- 
tions uſed in Scripture, might have a Sort of ec Proptiety ; pe- 
culiar to the People of that Age, Country, and Religion, It might 
probably refer to thoſe Columns of Smoke, which aroſe from the 
Burnt Offering, or famed from the Altar of Incenſe, If to, this 
Circumitance muſt give a Solemnity and Dignity to the Idea, of 
which many Readers are not at all aware, and which indeed no. 
modern Reader can fully conceive. ; 


May 


— 
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Villas, elegant and magnificent, ſeated in the Center 
of an ample Park, or removed to the Extremity of a 
lengthened Lawn : not far from a beautiful Reſervoir 


of ſtanding Waters, or the more falutary Lapſe of a 


Iimpid Stream. Villages, clad in homely Thatch, 
and lodged in the Boſom of cluſtering Trees. Ruſtics, 
finging at their Work ; Shepherds, tuning their Pipes, 
as they tend their Flocks ; Travellers, purſuing each 
his reſpective Way, in eaſy and joyous Security. 

How pleaſing, ſaid Aſpaſio, is our Situation! How 
delightful is the Aſpect of all Things! One would 
almoſt imagine, that nothing could exceed it, and 
that nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a Method 
of increaſing even this copious Delight, and of beight- 
ening even this exquiſite Pleaſure. Let me deſire 
my Friend, anſwered Theron, to explain his - Re- 
mark ; and not only to explain, but to exemplify. 
If We view, reſumed A4/þafio, our own proſpe- 
rous, and compare it with the affied Condition of 
Others, the Method I propoſe, will be reduced to 
Practice. Such a dark and mournful Contraſt, muſt 
throw additional Brightneſs, even upon the brighteſt 
Scene. 

Above Us, the Skies ſmile with Serenity; below Us, 
the Fields look gay with Plenty; all around Us, the 
ſportive Gales 


Fanning 


May I take leave to mention another Compariſon of this Kind? 
The Enemies of the LORD ſhall conſume as the Fat of Lambs; yea, 
even as the Smoke ſpall they conſume awway. Pal. xxxvii. 20,——As 
the Fat of Lambs, is not to Us a ſtriking Repreſentation. But to 
thoſe who attended the* Altar, who ſaw the unctuous and moſt 
combuſtible Parts of the Victim blazing in the ſacted Fire, it pre- 
ſented a very lively Image Which was ſtill more appoſite and 
ſignificant, if the Pſalm was ſung, while the Sacrifice was burn- 
Ing. None I believe, in ſuch a Caſe, could forbear either ob- 
ſerving or admiring the beautiful Gradation : They ſhall periſh 
« as vonder Fat, which is fo eaſily ſet on fire; and, when once 
« in a Flame, is ſo ſpeedily conſumed. Nay, they ſha'l be as the 
« Smoke, which is ſtill more tranſient. Whoſe light unſubſtan- 
« tial Wreaths, but juſt make their Appearance to the Eye; and, 
„ m a Moment, vaniſh into empty Air,” 
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Fanning their odoriferous Wings diſpenſe 
Native Perfumes ; and whiſper, whence they ſtole 
Thoſe balmy Spoils. 


With Us all Circumſtances are as ea/y, as the Waf- 
ture of the Boat; as /mooth, as the Flow of the Stream. 
— But let Us not forget thole grievous Calamities, 
which befal our Brethren, in ſome remote Tracts of 
the Earth, or diſtant Parts of the Ocean. How many 
Sailors are ſtruggling, vainly ſtruggling, with all the 
Fury of rending Winds, and daſhing Waves! While 
their Veſſel, flung to and fro by tempeſtuous Billows, 
is mounted into the Clouds, or plunged into the Abyſs: 
Poſſibly, the miſerable Crew hear their Knell ſounded 
in the ſhattered Maſt ; and ſee Deſtruction entering 
at the burſting Planks. Perhaps, this very Moment, 
they pour the laſt, diſmal, dying Shriek ; and ſink, 
irrecoverably fink, in the all-overwhelming Surge. — 
'The Traveler, in Africa's barren Waſtes, pale even 
amidſt thoſe glowing Regions, pale with prodigious 
Conſternation, ſees ſudden and ſurpriſing Mountains 
riſe. Sees the ſultry Deſart, aſcending the Sky, and 
ſweeping before the Whirlwind, What can He do ? 
Whither fly? How eſcape the approaching Ruin? 
Alas! while He attempts to rally his Thoughts; at- 
tempts to deviſe ſome feeble Expedient; He is over - 
taken by the choaking Storm, and ſuffocated amidſt 
the ſandy Inundation. The driving Heaps are, now 
his Executioner ; as the drifted Heaps will, ſoon, be 
his Tomb. 

While Ve poſſeſs the valuable Privileges, and taſte 
the delicious Sweets of Liberty, how many Partakers 
of our common Nature, are condemned to perpetual 
Exile, or hammered to the Oar for Life! How many 
are immured in the Gloom of Dungeons, or buried 
in the Caverns of the Mines; never to behold the 
all-enlivening Sun again! - While Reſpect waits upon 
our Perſons, and Reputation attends our Characters: 
are there not ſome unhappy Creatures, led forth by 
the Hand of windidive Fuftice, to be Spectacles of 

Horror, 


4 
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Horror, and Monuments of Vengeance? Sentenced, 
for their enormous Crimes, to be broke Limb by 
Limb on the Wheel, or to be impaled alive on the 


lingering Stake. To theſe, the ſtrangling Cord, or 


the deadly Stab, would be a moſt welcome Favour. 
But they muſt feel a thouſand Deaths, in undergoing 
one. And this, too probably, is but the Beginning of 
their Sorrows ; will only conſign them over to inh- 
nitely more terrible Torment. While Eafe and 
Pleature, in ſweet Conjunction, ſmooth our Paths, 
and ſoften our Couch: how many are toſſing on the Fe- 
ver's fiery Bed, or toiling along Affliction's thorny 
Road ! Some, under the excruciating, but neceitary 
Operations of Surgery : their Bodies ripped open, 
with a dreadful Inciſion, to ſearch for the torturing 
Stone ; or their Limbs lopped off by the bloody Knite, 
to prevent the Mortification's fatal Spread. Some ema- 
ciated by pining Sickneſs, are deprived of all their 
animal Vigour ; and transformed into SpeCtres, even 
before their Diſſolution *#. Theſe are ready to adopt 
the Complaint of the P/almift ; I amwithered like Grafs ; 

Bones are burnt up, as it were a Firebrand; I go 
hence like the Shadew that departeth. While Health, 
that ſtaple Bleſſing ; which gives every other Enter- 
tainment its Flavour and its Beauty ; adds the Gloſs 
to all We ſee, and the Gout to all We taſte ; Health 
plays at our Hearts; dances in our Spirits ; and man- 
tles in our Cheeks, as the generous Champain lately 
ſparkled in our Glaſs. 

We are bleſt with a calm Poſſeſſion of Ourſelves ; 
with Tranquility in our Conſciences, and an habitual 
Harmony in our Temper. Whereas Many, in the 
doleful Cells of Lunacy, are gnaſhing their Teeth, or 
wringing their Hands; rending the Air with Vollies of 
horrid Execrations, or burdening it with Peals of diſ- 
conſolate Sighs. And O! what Multitudes are held in 

| Splendid 


* A very little Excurſion of Thought will eafily convince the 
Reader, that there are few Periods of Time, in which ſome of theſe 
Calamities do not befal our Fellow-creatures, in one Part of the 
World or another, 
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ſplendid Vaſſalage, by their own domineering Paſſions, 
or the Vanities of a bewitching World. Far leſs in- 
nocently, far more deplorably diſordered ||, than the 
fettered Madman, they are gnawed by the invenomed 
'T'ooth of Envy; they are agitated by the wild Sallies 
of Ambition ; or feel the malignant Ulcer of Jealouſy, 
rankling in their Breaſts. In Some, Avarice, like a 
ravening Harpy, gripes. In Some, Revenge, like an 
implacable Fury, rages. While Others are goaded by 
lordly and imperious Luſts, through the lothſome 
Sewers of impure Delight; and left, at laſt, in thoſe 
hated and execrable Dens, where Remorie rears her 
ſnaky Creſt, and Infamy ſharpens her hiſſing Tongue. 
Why this long Pauſe? replied Theron. Your Ob- 
ſervations are as uſeful, as they are juſt. We ſhoutd 
all be acquainted, at leaſt in Speculation acquainted, 
with Grief ; and ſend our Thoughts, if not our Feet, 
to viſit the Abodes of Sorrow. — That, in this School, 
We may learn a ſympathizing Pity, for our diſtreſſed 
Fellow- creatures; and ſee, in this Glaſs, our inex- 
reſſible Obligations to the Goodneſs of Providence. 
hich has crowned our Table with Abundance, and 
repleniſhed our Cup with Delicacies ; permitting nei- 
ther Penury to ſtint the Draught, nor Adverſity to 
mingle her Gall.——Go on, I muſt intreat You, with 
your Deſcription of comparative Felicity, We have a 
large Circuit ſtil] to make, before We arrive at our in- 
tended 


|| Give me any Plague, ſays an apocryphal Writer, but the Plague 
of the Heart, Eccluſ. xxv. 13. Upon which judicious and weighty 
Apothegm, Mafin'ſſa's Speech in Mr. Thomſon's Sephoniſba, is a 
very pertinent and affecting Paraphraſe. 


O! ſawe me from the Tumult of the Soul ! 

From the wild Beaſt within For, circling Sands, 
When the ſwift Whirlwind whelms them o'er the Landi; 
The roaring Deeps, that to the Clouds ariſe, 

While thwarting thick the mingled Lightning flies ; 

The Monſter brood, to which this Land gives Birth, 
The blazing City, and the gaping Earth, 

All Deaths, all Tortures, in one Pang combin' d, 

Are gentle to the Tempeſt of the Mind, 
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tended Port. And I could wiſh, that your Diſcourſe 
might keep Pace with the Current. 

Since You approve the Subject, anſwered A/pafio, I 
will purſue it a little farther. We, the Inhabitants 
of this favoured Ifle, breathe an Air of the moſt a- 
greeable Temperature, and moſt wholeſome Qualities. 
But how many Nations Janguiſh under brazen Skies, 
vaulted as it were with Fire? They welter amidſt 
thoſe Furnaces of the Sun, til] their “ Viſage is 
« burnt, and black as a Coal *.“ What is far 
more diſaſtrous, Beds of Sulphur and combuſtible Ma- 
terials, lie in ſubterraneous Ambuſh, ready to ſpring 
the irreſiſtible Mine. Ere long perhaps, on ſome 
Day of univerſal Feftivity , or in ſome Night of 
deep Repoſe to be touched by Heaven's aveng- 
ing Hand. Then, with what outrageous Violence 


will they burſt! Rock the Foundations of Nature! 


Wrench open the ponderous Jaws of Earth! And 
ſwallow up aſtoniſhed Cities, in the dark, tremendous, 
cloſing Chaſm ! 

Theſe Earthquakes, it may be, both precede and 

rtend, the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, and 
the Sickneſs that deſtroyeth at Noon-day F. They are, at 
once, a fearful Omen, and a ruinous Blow. The ſtag- 
nating Atmoſphere, rank with malignant Vapours, 


becomes 


Lam. iv. 8, | 

+ There is a remarkable Paſſage in Pſa]. lviii. 10. which 
ſeems to denote ſome ſuch unexpected, but ſpredy and inevitable 
Doom. It is obſcured, not a little, by the Verſion admitted into 
our Liturgy. I believe, the true Tranſlation may be ſeen in the 
following Italics, and the true Senſe learnt from the interwoven 
 Paraphraſe.—Speedily, or before your Pots can perceive the Warmth 
of blazing Thorns, ſhall HE that ruleth over all, ſweep away the 
Wicked: ſweep bim away by a Stroke of righteous Indignation, 
as by a fierce and mighty Tempeſt ; ſo that, even from the Ful- 
neſs of his Sufficiency, and the Height of his Proſperity, He ſhall 
be plunged into utter Deſtruction —The Word YT, which is 
very unhappily rendered raw, ſignifies a State of Preſperity, or 
pleaſurable Enjoyment, 1 Sam. xxv. 6.— The whole Verſe, in a 
Gradation of ſtriking Images, gives Us a moſt awful Diſplay of 
divine Vengeance. Vengeance, quite ſudden, utterly irreſiſtible, 
and overtaking the ſecure Sinner, amidſt all the Careſſes of, what 
the World calls, Fortune. | 
1 Pſal. xci. 6. 


DIALOGUE XVII. 403 


becomes a Source of deadly Infection: or, replete 
with poiſonous Animalcules, is one vaſt incumbent 
Cloud of /iving Bane. If the active Gales ariſe, they 
ariſe only to ſtir the Seeds of Diſeaſe, and diffuſe the 
fatal Contagion far and near. Unhappy People! The 
Plague, that ſevere Miniſter of divine Indignation, 
fixes her Head-quarters in their blaſted Provinces ; and 
ſends Death abroad, on his pale Horſe +, to empty 
their Houſes, depopulate their Towns, and croud 
their Graves. 

Our Iſland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe 
dreadful Judgments ; and has never ſuſtained any very 
conſiderable Calamity from the former. However, let 
Us not be preſumptuouſly ſecure. We have, not lon 
ago, received an awful Warning. The Rod has been 
ſhaken, or rather the Sword has been brandiſhed, over 
our Territories. Who can forget the general Con- 
ſternation, that ſeized our Metropolis, on Occaſion of 
the late Earthquake ? And not without Reaſon. For, 
of all divine Viſitations, this is the moſt terribly vin- 
dictive. The Whirlwind is / in its Progreſs; War 
is gentle in its Aſſaults; even the raging Peſtilence is a 
mild Rebuke; compared with the inevitable, the all- 
overwhelming Fury of an Earthquake. When it be- 
ginS, it alſo makes an End * Puts a Period, in a few 
Minutes, to the Work of * * Ruins all, without 
Diſtinction; and there is no Defence from the deſtruc- 
tive Stroke. 

Should almighty Vengeance ſtir up again thoſe fierce 
ſubterranean Commotions: ſhould the moſt high GOD 
bid ſtrong Convulſions tear the Bowels of Nature, and 
make the Foundations of the World tremble like a 

Leaf: What, O ye careleſs ones, What will You do? 
Whither will You fly ? See ! the Pavement ſinks 
under your Feet. Your Houſes are tottering over 
your Heads, the Ground, on every Side, cracks and 
opens like a gaping Grave ; or heaves and ſwells like 
a rolling Sea. A Noiſe of Craſhing I is heard from 
without, occaſioned by the rending Streets, and fall- 


ing 


Lai. xxxii. 11. 


1 1 oy. vi. 8. Sam. iii. 12, 
eph. i. 10. 
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ing Structures. Thunders, infernal Thunders || bel- 
low from beneath; mingled with deſpairing Shrieks, 
and dying Groans from thoſe wretched Creatures, who 
are jammed between the cloſing Earth, or going down 
alive into the horrible Pit + —— Where now will You 
fly? To your ſtrong Towers? They are ſhattered in 
Pieces. To the ſtronger Rocks? They are thrown 


out of their Place. To the open Fields? They are 
| a frightful 


|| Before the Overthrow of Catania by an Earthquake, a Noiſe 
was heard, vaſt and horrid, as if all the Artillery in the World 
was dilcharged at once, 

Ft Very memorable, and equally tremendous, is the Account 
of the Earthquake, that viſited S:c:/y, in the Year 1693. 
It ſhook the whole Iſland. The Miſchief it cauſed, is amaz- 
ing Fifty four Cities and Towns, beſide an incredible Number 
of Villages, were either demoliſhed, or greatly damaged. Cara- 
nia, one of the moſt famous and flouriſhing Cities in the King- 
dom, was intirely deſtroyed. Of 8,914 Inhabitants, 18,c0o pe- 


riſhed. 
Another Earthquake almoſt as dreadful, and in the ſame Year, 


ſpread Deſo ation through the Colony of Jamaica. In two Mi- 
nutes time, it ſhook down, and laid under Water, nine Tenths 
of the Town of Pert-r:yal, In leſs than a Minute, three Quar- 
ters of the Houſes, and the Ground they ſtood on, together 
with the Inhabitants, were quite ſunk : and the little Part left 
behind, was no better than Heaps of Rubbiſh.—The Shake was 
ſo violent, that it threw People down upon their Knees, or their 
Faces, as they were running about for Shelter. 
heaved and ſwelled, like a rolling Sea; and ſeveral Houſes Will 
ſtanding, were ſhuflled ſome Yards out of their Places. The 
Earth would crack and yawn; would open and ſhut, quick and 
faſt. Of which horrid Openings, two or three hundred might be 
ſeen at once. In ſome wherevf, the People went down, and 
were ſeen no more. In ſome they deſcended, and role again in 
other Streets, or in the Middle of the Harbour. Some ſwittly 
cloſing, ſeized the miſerable Creatures, and preſſed them to death; 
leaving their Heads, or haif their Bodies above Ground, to be a 
Spectacle of Terror, and a Prey to Dogs. Out of others would 
iſſue whole Rivers of Water, ſpouted to a great Height in the Air, 
and threatening a De uge to that Part, which the Earthquake 
ſpared, Scarce a P anting-houſe or Sugar- work was left ſtanding 
in all the Iſland. Two thouſand Lives were loſt, and a thouſand 
Acres of Land funk. The whole was attended with fright l 
Noiſes, with Brimſtone Blaſts, and offenhve Smells. The nci- 
ſome Vapours belched forth, corrupted the Air, and brought on 
a genera; Sickneis; which (wept away more than three thouſand 
of thoſe, who efcaved the Fury of the Earthquake. See Cbamb. 


D:#. on the Word Earihquake. p 
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a frightful Gulph, yawning to devour You. —Where- 
ever You fly; in the Wildneſs of your Diſtraction, 
where-ever You ſeek for Shelter; it ſhall be, as if @ 


Man fled from a Lion, and a Bear met Him; or went 


into the Houſe, and leaned his Hand upon the Wall, and a 
Serpent bit Him “. 

Yet, there is one Place of Refuge, which will prove 
an inviolable Sanctuary, and a perfect Security. I 
mean, the great, the gracious, the adorable REDEEM- 
ER's Righteouſneſs. Hither let Us betake Ourſelves. 
Now, before the Day of Deſolation cometh, let Us 
betake Ourſelves to this Strong-hold. Then ſhall We 
have no Reaſon to fear, though the Earth be moved, 
and though the Hills be carried into the midſt of the 
Sea. For thus faith GOD, the omnipotent and faith- 
ful GOD; The Sun and the Moon fall be darkened, and 
the Stars ſhall withdraw their Shining. The LORD 
alſo ſhall roar out of Sion, and utter his Voice from Je- 
ruſalem. The Heavens and the Earth ſhall hake ; but 
the LORD FESUS CHRIST will be the Hope of his 
People, and the Strength of the Children of Iſrael +. 
Or, if the true Believer is involved, in the ſame un- 
diſtinguiſhed Ruin with the Ungodly ; even this ſhall 
turn to his Gain. It ſhall exempt him from the lin- 
gering Pains, and the melancholy Solemnities of a dy- 
ing Bed. Like Elijab's fiery Chariot, it ſhall ſpeedi- 
ly waft his Soul to the Boſom of his SAVIOUR. 
While the hideous Cavern, that whelms his Body in 
the Center, ſhall be its Chamber of Reſt, till the be- 
loved BRIDEGROOM comes, and the Day of Re- 


ſurrection dawns. 


Ve lift up our Eyes, and behold the radiant Co- 
lours, which fluſh the Forehead of the Morning: 
We turn, and gaze upon the no leſs beautiful 'Tinges, 
which impurple the Cheek of Evening. We throw 
around our View, and are delighted with numberleſs 
Forms of Fertility, that both decorate and inrich our 
Plains. Whereas, other Countries are over-run 
with immenſe Swarms of Locufls : which intercept, 
where-ever they fly, the fair Face of Day; and deſtroy, 


where- 
+ Joel iii. 16, 17. 


Amos v. 19. 
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where-ever they alight, the green Treaſures of the 
Ground. 

Ah! what avails it, that the laborious Hind ſows 
his Acres; or the ſkilful Huſbandman prunes his Vine- 
yard? That Spring, with her prolific Moilture, fwells 
the Bud; or, with her delicate Pencil, paints the 
Bloſſom? Nor Grain, nor Fruit, can hope for Matu- 
rity ; while theſe rapacious and baleful Creatures infeſt 
the Neighbourhood. They ravage the Gardens. 
They ſtrip the Trees, and ſhave the Meadows. Scarce 
a ſingle Leaf remains on the Boughs, or ſo much as a 
ſingle Stalk in the Furrows. A Fire devoureth before 
them, and behind them a Flame burneth: the Land is as 
the Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a deſo- 
late Wilderneſs : yea, and nothing can eſcape them *, 

Now, let the dreadful Artillery roar from all its 
iron Throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt Glut of mor- 
tal Hail. Now, Ye Sons of Slaughter; Men feilful 
to deſtroy + ; now hurl the ſulphureous Globes, which 
kindle into a Hurricane of Fire, and burſt in ragged 
Inſtruments of Ruin.—To no Purpoſe. The linked 
Thunderbolts are turned into Stubble; the buriting 
Bombs are accounted as Straw. Theſe Armies of the 
Air, laugh at the formidable Preparations of War; 
and when they fall on the Sword, they ſhall not be wound- 
ed F—Surpriling and awful Deſtination of the ever- 

laſting 


A Fire dewoureth Before them, and behind them a Flame burnet h. 
oel. ii. 3. This is one of thoſe %4d and expreſſive Metaphors, 
in which the Hehreww Language delights, and by which it is emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed. It ſignifies a total Dewaſtation of the vege- 
table Produce. Such as muſt enſue, if a raging and reſiſ leſs Fire 
attended the Progreſs of theſe pernicious Animals; burning with 
ſuch vehement Impetuoſity, that None could quench it; ſpreading 
ſuch extenſive Havock, that nothing could eſcape it. 

+ Ezek. xxi. 31. 

t The Prophet Joel, foretelling the Plague of Locuſts, gives, 
under the Image of an embattled H, a moſt awful Diſplay, of 
their terrible Appearance; their impetuous Progreſs; the hor- 
rib!e Dread they raiſe, as they advance; and the irreparable Miſ- 
chief they leave, as they depart. Adding, amongſt other amaz- 
ing Circumſtances, When they fall upon the Sword, they ſhall not 
be wwunded, Which implies, I apprehend, that no Methods ol 
Slaughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their Troops; or, that every 


Expedient, | 
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laſting GOD! At once, to ſtain the Pride, and chaſ- 
tiſe the Guilt of Man! Theſe are a deſpicable and 
puny Race; clad in no Coat of Mail, but cruſhed by 
the ſlighteſt Touch. They wear neither Sword, 
nor Scymeter, nor any offenſive Weapon. Yet, in 
ſpite of oppoſing Legions, they carry on their De- 
predations, and puſh their Conqueſts. Terror marches 
in their Front, and Famine brings up the Rear. They 
ſpread univerſal Devaſtation, as they advance; and 
frequently give the Signal, for the Peſtilence to fol- 
low. Potent Armies loſe their Hands, and haughty 
T'yrants tremble for their Dominions. 

O! that the Natives of Great-Britain would be- 
think themſelves! Would break off their Sins by 
Righteouſneſs, and their Iniquities by cheriſhing the 
Influences of the Divine SPIRIT! Left this over - 
ing Scourge *, under which ſome neighbouring King- 
doms have ſeverely ſmarted, ſhould be commiſſioned to 
viſit our Borders, and avenge the Quarrel of its MA- 
KER's Honour. —Diſtant as thoſe countleſs Legions 
are, with interpoſing Seas between; yet, if GOD 
lift up a Standard from far, or but hiſs F unto them 


from 
Expedient, contrived for their Suppreſſion, ſhould be utterly 
baffled. Being, through their immenſe Numbers as invincible, 
as if every one was abſolutely invulnerable, For though Millions 
and Millions ſhould periſh by the Weapons of War; even ſuch a 
Blow, in reference to their whole collective Body, ſhould ſcarce be 
perceived as a Loſs, ſcarce be feit as a Wound; neither diminiſh- 
ing their Strength, nor retarding their March. Icel ii. 8, 
 * Overflowing Scourge, Iſai. xxviii. 15. It is the Property of a 
Scourge to laſb, of a River to overflow. The ſacred Writer, by 
an elegant Taperouacia which He often uſes, has connected thele 
different Ideas and different Effects. The vindictive Viſitation, 
with which He threatens the diſobedient Jets, ſhall pierce deep 
as a Scourge, and ſpread wide as an Inundation, They ſhall teel 
it to their very Souls; and it ſhall involve the whole Nation in 
Miſery, Anguiſh, and Ruin, 

There ſeems to be fuch a Form of Expreſſion in the Service of 
our Church. When We pray, in behalf of our Fellow-chriſtians ; 
four upon them the continual Dew of thy Bleiling.” That 
which may be refreſhing and ſalutary as the Dew, yet copious 
and abundant as the Shower. 

+ Hiſs unto them, Iſai. v. 26. With great Significancy, and pe- 


culiar Grandeur, the Prophet applies this Expreflion to the LORD 
Vo. II. T GO:2 
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from the Ends of the Earth; they come with Speed 
fwiftl.—Who will convey this Wiſh to the Ears, 
who will tranſmit it to the Hearts, of my Country- 
men? That our Land may always appear, as it does 
at preſent, like the Darling of Providence. May al- 


ways reſound with the Voice of Joy, and be filled 


with the Fruits of Plenty. May always wear the 
Robe of Beauty, and be adorned with the Smile of 
Peace. 

How great are the Advantages of Peace! ſaid The- 
ron. Peace at her Leiſure plans, and leads out In- 
duſtry to execute, all the noble and commodious Im- 


-provements, which We behold on every Side. Peace 


ſets the Mark of Property on our Poſſeſſions, and 
bids Juſtice guarantee them to our Enjoyment. Peace 
{ſpreads over Us the Banner of the Laws, while We 
taſte, free from Outrage, and ſecure from Injury, the 
Milk and Honey of our honeſt Toil “. Amidſt _ 

tumul- 


GOD of Hoſts, influencing the moſt powerful Armies, g. d. They 
©< come, without a Moment's Delay, and, from the remoteſt 
4% Regions of the Earth, to execute al} his Pleaſure. Formidable 
« and innumerable as they are, they come—l ſay not, upon his 
« repeated Injunctions, or at his fri Command—but at the 
« f, the very ſmalleſt Intimation of his Will.“ — Such as the 
Shepherds uſed to their Flocks; ſuch as the Bee-men, of old, to 
their Swarms ; or ſuch as We, in theſe Days, to ſome of our 


domeſtic Animals. The Hebrew PW? I would not tranſlate, At 
brs-Whiſtle ; becauſe this Phraſe, in our Language, creates a vul- 
gar Sound, and conveys a low Idea: but ſuch is the Import of the 
Original, Which denotes all that wnconcerned Eaſe of Action, 
without any of the offenjive Familiarity of Diction. 

* Pax optima Rerum, ſays the Latin Poet—But the Orientali, I 
think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative Eſteem for this Bleſſing, by 
making it the conſtant Form of their Salutations, and the Subject of 
their moſt cordial Wiſhes for their Friends; PEACE BE UNTO 
THEE ! In this ſport Sentence, they ſeem to have compriſed a 


avbole Volume of Mercies: meaning, by their ſingle SW, all 
that the Greeks expreſſed by their X@4pt4y, -VY464v64v, tu H 
7, e. A Confluence of that Joy of Mind, that Health of Body, that 
Proſperity of outward Circumſtances, which complete the Happi- 
neſs of Mankind. 
We have a fine Deſcription of Peace, and its various Bleſſings, 
3 Matcad, xiv. 8, 9, &c. The Picture is very exact, — = 
2 7 


holy FESUS (bleſſed be his wonderful Goodneſs !) 
has endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, on 
1 purpoſe to reſcue Us from thoſe doleful and ignomi- 


1 nious Dungeons; where the Priſoners of Almighty 
1 Vengeance. 
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tumultuous Confuſions of War, who could have a 
Heart to contrive, or a Hand to accompliſh, any ſuch 
Works of Dignity and Uſe? In thoſe Days of Dark- 
neſs and Diſtraction, how languid to the Sight 
are all the dewy Landſchapes of Spring? How inſipid 
to the Taſte are all the delicious Flavours of Autumn? 
When the Nation is over-run with Armies, and em- 
broiled in Slaughter, à trembling Heart, and Failing of 
Eyes, and Sorrow of Mind *, are the diſmal Diſtinction 
of the Times. Inſtead of a calm Acquieſcence in our 
Portion, our very Life hangs in continual Suſpence. 

But what are all the Benefits of external Peace, 
though diſplayed in the faireſt Light, and inlivened by 
the ſtrongeſt Contraſts What are they all, compared 
with the Bleſſings of the Goſpel? By which Sinners 
may have Peace with GOD through FESUS CHRIST ou 
LORD. 

This, reſumed 4/pafio, ſuggeſts a freſh Inſtance of 
Happineſs, which Ve poſſeſs, and Others want; never 
to be omitted in our Catalogue of peculiar Mercies. 
I might add, never to be forgotten, by any Chriſtian, 
on any Occaſion. — While many Kingdoms of the Earth, 
are ignorant of the true GOD, and know neither the 
Principles of Piety, nor the Paths of Happineſs; the 
Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited Us, to give the 
Knowledge of Salvation, and to guide our Feet into the 
Way of Peace.—While Millions of rebellious Angels, 
caſt from their native Thrones, are reſerved in Chains 
of Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great Day; 
We, though rebellious and apoſtate Sinners of Man- 
kind, are delivered from the Wrath to come. The 


fectly artleſs. Nothing ſhould hinder me from tranſcribing the 


4 Paſlage, but a Fear of being too difſuſive in my Notes, Leſt the 


Reader, who expetts a Treat, ſhould complain of a Glutt : or 


have Reaſon to object, that the Side - board is more copiouſly fur- 
] iſhed than the Table, 


Deut. xxviil, 65, 
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| Converſe with Groans, 
 Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 
Ages of hopeleſs End. 


Yes, my dear Theron; let me repeat your own im- 
portant Words; © What are all the Benefits of exter- 
„nal Peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt Light, and 
* inlivened by the ſtrongeſt Contraſts What are 
* they all, compared with the Bleſings of the Goſpel?” 
This brings the Olive-branch from Heaven, and 
makes Overtures of Reconciliation with our offended 
GOD. This compoſes the 'Tumult of the Mind; 
diſarms the warring Paſſions; and regulates the ex- 
travagant Deſires. This introduces ſuch an Integrity 
of Heart, and Benevolence of Temper, as conſtitute 
the Health of the Soul. This ſpreads ſuch an uni- 
form Beauty of Holineſs through the Conduct, as is 
far more amiable, than the moſt engaging Forms of 
material Nature. 

O! that Thou wouldeſt bow the Heavens! That 
Thou wouldeſt come down, celeſtial Viſitant; and 
make thy ſtated, thy favourite Abode in our Iſle! 
That every Breaſt might be animated with thy Power; 
and every Community, every Individual, might wear 
thy reſplendent Badge !—Then ſhould it be the /zaff 
Ingredient of our public Felicity, That the Sword of 
Slaughter is beaten into a Plough-ſhare, and the once 


bloody Spear bent into a Pruning-hook. It ſhall be 


the lone upon the Liſt of our common Bleſſings, 
That Violence is no more heard in our Land, Waſting and 
Deſtruction within our Borders. Our very Officers will 
be Peace, and our Exattors * Righteouſneſs. We ſpall 


ca 


* Tſai. lx. 17. Officers and Exactors ſignify Perſons, veſted with 
public Authority : who have it in their Power, to rule with Ri- 
gour. But thele, inſtead of abuſing their Power, ſhall conduct 
the Adminiſtration, with all poſſible Equity and Gentleneſs; with 
a parental Tenderneſs, rather than a magiſterial Auſterity. So 
that, though the Title and Oſſice of an Exactor may remain; no- 
thing of the domineering Inſolence, or oppreſſive Severity, ſhall 


continue. The Prophet, ,who always delivers his 9 
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call (and the Event will correſpond with the Name) 
our Walls Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe. Then ſhall 
every Harp be taken down from the Willows, and 
every Voice burſt into a Song.—“ Let other Climes— 
* will be the general Acclamation— _ 

Let other Climes ſupport Myriads of thoſe cu- 
rious Inſects, which draw the delicate Thread, that 
ſoftens into Velvet, ſtiffens into Brocade, or flows 
in gloſſy Satten ; that reflects a. lovelier Glow on 
the Cheek of Beauty, and renders Royalty itſelf 
more majeſtic. We are preſented with infinitely 
&« finer Robes, in the imputed Righteouſneſs of our 
« REDEEMER, and the inherent Sanctification of 
„ his SPIRIT. Which beautify the very Soul, and 
« prepare it for the illuſtrious Aﬀſembly—of Saints in 
* Light—of Angels in Glory. 

Let eaſtern Rocks ſparkle with Diamonds, and 
give Birth to Gems of every dazzling TinCture. 
We have, hid in the Field of our Scriptures, the 
Pearl of great Price; the white and precious Stone * 
of perfect Abſolution; a Diadem, which will ſhine 
with undiminiſhed Luſtre, when all the brilliant 
Wonders of the Mine are faded, extinguiſhed, loſt. 
Let richer Soils nouriſh the nobleſt Plants, and 
warmer Suns concoct their exquiſite Juices; the 
Lemon, pleaſingly poignant; the Citron, more 
mildly delicious; or that Pride of vegetable Life, 
and Compendium of all the Blandiſhments of Taſte, 
the Pine-apple. We enjoy far more exalted Dain- 
ties, in having Acceſs to the Tree of Life; whoſe 
Leaves are for the Healing of the Nations ; whoſe 
Boughs are repleniſhed with a never-failing Abun- 
dance of heavenly Fruits; and the Nutriment they 
diſpenſe, is Bliſs and Immortality, 

with the utmoit Emphaſis, ſays; They ſhall be, not barely peace» 
able and righteous, but poſſeſſed of theſe Qualities in the higheſt 
Degree. Or, which implies more, than any other Words can ex- 
preſs, They ſhall be Peace and Righteouſneſs itſelf. The ſame 


beautiful Figure is uſed in the next Clauſe, which deſcribes the 


inviolable Security of the City, together with the univerſal both 
Fey and Piety of the Inhabitants. 


* Rev. xi. 17. t Rev. xxli. 2. 
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«© Let Merian Vines ſwell the tranſlucent Clufter, 
and burſt into a Flood of generous Wine: let the 
« Tuſcan Olive extract the Fatneſs of the Earth, and 
melt into a ſoft mellifluous Stream. We ſhall nei- 
ther envy, nor covet theſe inferior Gifts, ſo long 
« as We may draw Water out of the Wells of Salva- 
„tion. So long as We may receive that Union from 
« the HOLY ONE*, thoſe Influences of the CO M- 
« FORTER, which not only make a chearful 
« Countenance, but gladden the very Heart. Impart- 
« ing ſuch a refined Satisfaction, as the whole World 
cannot give; ſuch a permanent Satis faction, as no 
Calamities can take away. 

% Let Ethiopian Mountains be ribbed with Marble, 
« and Peruwian Mines emboweled with Gold. We 
« want neither the impenetrable Quarry, nor the 2 

5 a 


* rang Ore; having, in our adored MESSIA 


„ ſure Foundation for all our eternal Hopes, and an in- 
« exhauſtible Fund of the divineſt Riches. 

« Be it ſo; that our Vs is but a creeping Drop; and 
« the Thames itſelf, no more than a ſcanty Rivulet; 


1 „ with the magnificent Sweep of the Ganges, 


« or the ſtupendous Amplitude of Rio de la Plata J. 


„The wretched Natives, even on the Banks of thoſe 


„ ſtately Rivers, are at a Diſtance from all the Springs 
* of true Conſolation. Whereas, We have a Foun- 
„ tain, We have a River, that iſſues from the Ocean 
*« of eternal Love. With incomparable Dignity, and 


® x 2 ii. 20. 

1 This River is near two hundred Miles broad, where it diſ- 
charges itſelf into the Sea. It pours ſuch an immenſe Quantity 
of the liquid Element into the Atlantic Ocean, that freſh Water 
may be taken up for the Space of many a League. It continues 
thus amazingly waſt through a Courſe of ſix hundred Miles: when 
it divides into two mighty Branches the Parana and the Paraguay. 
Which, having run in ſeparate Channels, ſeveral thouſand Miles 


along the Country, unite at laſt; and form, by their Conflux, this 


magnificent and ſpacious Stream. Which is ſuppoſed to be the 
largeſt River in the World To frame a proper Idea of this prodi- 
gious Torrent, We ſhould imagine a River, taking its Riſe beyond 
Feruſalem ; and, after having received all the Waters of Europe 
into its capacious Bed, making its Entry on the Britiſ Ocean, by 
a Mouth extended from Dover to Brigo]. 
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with equal Propriety, it is ſtyled The River of Life: 

It viſits the Houſe of the Mourner, and revives the 
Spirit of the- Sorrowful. It makes glad the City, 

and makes happy the Servants of our GOD. It 
quickens even the Dead; and every human Crea- 
ture, that drinks of its Water, lives for ever. 

Let Aſiatic Iſlands boaſt their Mountains of Myrrh, 
and Hills of Frankincenſe. Let frabian Groves, 
with a ſuperior Liberality, diſtil their healing Gums ; 
and ripen, for vigorous Operation, their vital Drugs. 


We have a more ſovereign Remedy, than their moſt 


powerful Reſtoratives, in the great MEDIATOR's 
atoning Blood. We have a more refraſbing Banquet, 
than all their mingled Sweets, in commemorating 
his Paſſion, and participating his Merits 

„In ſhort; We have an Equivalent, tar more than 
an Equivalent, for all thoſe choice Productions, 
which bloom in the Gardens, or baſk in the Or- 
chards of the Sun. We have a Goſpel, rich in pre- 
cious Privileges, and abounding with ineſtimable Pro- 
miſes: We have a SAVIOUR, full of forgivin 
Goodneſs, and liberal of renewing Grace. At hole 
auſpicious Approach, Fountains ſpout amidſt the 
burning Deſert; under whoſe welcome Footſteps, 
the ſandy Waſte ſmiles with Herbage ; and beneath 
his potent Touch, The Wilderneſs buds and bloſſoms 


as a Roſe *, Or, to ſpeak more plainly, the deſo- 


late and barren Soul brings forth thoſe Fruits of the 
SPIRIT, which are infinitely more ornamental, than 


the ſilken Gems of Spring; infinitely more benefici- 


al, than the ſalubrious Stores of Autumn. 
We have a SAVIOUR—Tell it out among the 
Heathen ; that all the Nations on Earth, may par- 
take of the Gift, and join in the Song—A SAVI- 
OUR We have, whoſe radiant 7 brightens the 
gloomy Paths of Affliction. Whoſe efficacious Bleſ- 
ſing. makes all Things work together, for the Good + of 
his People. Death gilded by his propitious Smile, 
even Death itſelf locks gay, Nor is the Grave, un- 
der his benign Adminiſtration, any longer a Den of 
4 De- 
* Iſai, li. 3. + Rom, vill. 28, 
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* Deſtruction; but a ſhort and ſhady Avenue to thoſe 
* immortal Manſions ; whoſe Foundations are laid with 
« Sapphires ; whoſe Windows are of Agate ; the Gates of 
« Carbuncle ; and all the Borders of pleaſant Stones +.” 
Pardon my Rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own Re- 
mark, added to the grand and lovely Views, have warm- 
ed, have animated, have almoſt tranſported me. The- 
ron anſwered not a Word: but ſeemed fixed in Thought. 
While He is indulging his Contemplation, We may 
Juſt obſerve ſome other Peculiariaties of the Proſpect. 
Here and there, a lonely Cottage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble Head. No pompous Swell of projecting Steps 
ſurrounds the Door: no appendent Wings of inferior 
Offices, ſkirt the Edifice: no ſtately Hall, ſlabbed 
with Marble, and roofed with Sculpture, receives the 
gazing Stranger. But young-eyed Health, and white- 
robed Innocence, with ſweet-featured Contentment, 
adorn the Habitation. While Virtue lends her Gra- 
ces, and Religion communicates her Honours, to dig- 
nify the Abode: rendering the blameleſs Hutt ſuperior 
in real Majeſty, to a Liffoſute Court. 
At ſome Diſtance, appear the hoary Remains of an 
antient Monaſtery. Sunk beneath the Weight of revolv- 
ing Years, the once venerable Fabric is leveled with 
the Duſt. The lofty and ornamented "Temple, lies 
rudely over-grown with Moſs, or ſtill more ignobly 
covered with Weeds. The Walls, where fainted I- 
magery ſtood, or idolized Painting ſhone, are clapſed with 
twining Ivy, or ſhagged with horrid Thorn 4. 
'Thro' Iſles, that once echoed to the Chantor's Voice, 


mingled with the Organ's majeſtic Sound, the hollow . 


Winds roar, and the daſhing Storm drives. Where 
are, now, the ſilent Cells, the vocal Choirs, the duſky 
Groves? In which the romantic Saints prolonged their 
lonely Vigils, by the midnight Taper ; or poured their 
united Prayers, before the 2 had waked the Morn; 
or ſtrolled in ever-muſing Melancholy through the 


+ Iſai. liv, 12. 


12 Aurea quondam 
Nunc Leca ſenta Situ, & Hylveſtribus borrida Dumis. Virg. 


gloomy 


ny 


Dread. 
Scythe from the Hand of Time, and hurried on the 
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gloomy Cloyſters, and the moonlight Glade.—Surely, 
thoſe mouldering Fragments teach, what formerly their 
ſequeſtered Reſidentiaries profeſſed, They teach the 
Vanity of the World, and the tranſitory Duration of all 
that is moſt ſtable, in this Region of Shadows. 

Behold, on yonder Eminence, the rueful Memo- 
rials of a magnificent Caſile. All diſmantled, and quite 
demoliſhed, it gives a Shading of Solemnity to the 
more lively Parts of Nature's Figure ; and attempers 
the rural Delight, with ſome "Touches of alarming 
War, deſtructive Var, has ſnatched the 


Steps of Deſtiny. Thoſe broken Columns, and batter- 
ed Walls; thoſe proſtrate Towers, and Battlements 
daſhed to the Ground; carry evident Marks of an im- 
mature Downfal. They were built for Ages, and for 
Ages might have ſtood, a Defence and Accommoda- 
tion to Generations yet unborn ; if haply they had eſ- 
caped the dire Aſſaults of hoſtile Rage. But, what 
Vigilance of Man, can prevent the Miner's dark Ap- 
proach ? Or what Solidity of Bulwark, can withſtand 
the bellowing Engine's impetuous Shock ? 

"Thoſe, perhaps, were the Rooms, in which /icentious 
Mirth crowned with Roſes the ſparkling Bowl, and 
tuned to the Silver-ſounding Lute the Syren's inchant- 
ing Song. Thoſe, the Scenes of voluptuous Indulgence, 
where Luxury poured her Delicacies: where Beau- 
ty, inſidious Beauty, practiſed her Wiles; and ſpread, 
with bewitching Art, her wanton Snares. - Now, in- 
ſtead of the riotous Banquet, and Intrigues of lawleſs 
Love, the Ow! utters her hated Screams by Night, and 
the Raven flaps her ominous Wing by Day.—Where 
are the Violet-couches, and the Woodbine-bowets; 
that fanned, with their breathing Sweets, the polluted 
Flame? The Soil ſeems to ſuffer for the Abuſes of the 
Owner. Blaſted and diſhonoured, it produces nothing 
but ragged Briars, and noiſome Nettles; under whoſe 
adious Covert, the hiſſing Snake glides, or the croking 
I oad crawls. ——-Feariul Intimation of that ignominious 
and deleful Cataſtrophe, which awaits the Sons of Riot! 
When their momentary Gratifications will drop like 
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the faded Leaf; and leave nothing behind, but Pangs 
of Remorſe, keener far than the pointed Thorn, and 
more envenomed than the Viper's Tooth, 

Perhaps, they were the beauteous and honoured 
Abodes, where Grandeur and Politene/s walked their 
daily round, attended with a Train of guiltleſs Delights. 
Where amiable and refined Friendſbip was wont to fit 
and ſmile; looking Love, and talking the very Soul. 
Where Hoſpitality, with Oeconomy always at her 
Side, ſtood 1 to the diſtreſſed but induſtrious * 
Poor; and ſhowered Bleſfings from her liberal Hand. 

| But 


® I ſay diſtreſſed, but induſtricus Poor—Becauſe, I would not 
be underſtood, as encouraging, in any Degree, the Relicf of our 


common Beggars. Towards the former, I would cultivate a ten- 


der and ever-yearning Compaſſion ; I would anticipate their Com- 
plaints; and, as a ſacred Writer directs, would even $EEK 79 
do them Good, —But as to the latter, I frankly own, that I look 
upon it as my Duty, to diſcourage ſuch Cumberers of the Ground. 
They are, generally ſpeaking, luſty Drones; and their habitual 
Begging, is nothing better than a ſpecious Rebbing of the public 
Hive. For ſuch furdy Supplicants, who are able to undergo 
the Fatigue of Traveling; able to endure the Inclemencies of the 
Weather; and conſequently much more able, were they equally 
willing, to exerciſe themſelves in ſome Species of laudable In- 
duftry For theſe, the Houſe of Correction would be a far more 
falutary Diſcipline, than any Supply from our Table; and Con- 

nement to Labour, a much more beneficial Charity, than the Li- 
berality of the Purſe. 

We ſhould remember, and they ſhould be taught, that the Lav- 
ordained by the Court of Heaven, is, If a Man vill not wvork, 
neither ſhall He eat, If then We contribute to ſupport them in 
Idleneſs, do We not counteraft and fruſtrate this wile Regulation, 
eſtabliſhed by the great SOVEREIGN of the World? Is it not 
alſo a Wrong to the deſerving Poor, if We ſuffer theſe Wens on the 
Body politic to draw off the Nouriſhment, which ought to circulate 
amongſt the valuable and uſeful Members ?—=Money or Victuals 
beſtowed on theſe worthleſs Wretches, is not real Beneficence, but 
the Earneſt-penny of Sloth, It pays them, for being public Nui- 
ſances ; and hires them, to be good for nothing, 

Let Us then unanimouſly join, to ſhake off theſe dead Weights 
from our Wheels, and diſlodge theſe Swarms of Vermin from our 
Stats, Let Us be deaf to their moſt importunate Clamours; and 
aſſure Ourſelves, that, by this determined Inflexibility, We do 
GOD, We do our Community, We do them, the moſt ſubſtantial 
Ser vice. Should they implore by the injured Name of FESUS, for 


the Honour of the LORD JESU, let Us reſolutely wich- hold 
our 
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But War, deteſted War, has ſtretched over the 
ſocial and inviting Seat, the Line of Confuſion, and the 
Stones of - Emptineſs*. Now, alas! nothing but Deſo- 
lation and Horror haunt the ſavage Retreat. The am- 
ple Arches of the Bridge, which ſo often tranſmitted 
the wondering Paſſenger along their penfile Way, lie 
buried in the dreary Lrote Thoſe Relics of the maſ- 
ſy Portals, naked and abandoned, ſeem to bemoan their 
melancholy Condition. No ſplendid Chariots, with 
their gay Retinue, frequent the ſolitary Avenues. No 
needy Steps, with chearful ExpeRations, beſiege the 
once bountiful Gate. But all is a miſerable, torlorn, 
hideous Pile of Rubbiſh. | 

Since Riches ſo often take to themſelves Wings, and 
fly away: ſince Houſes, great and fair, reel upon their 
Foundations, and ſo ſoon tumble into Duſt: how 
wiſe, how. falutary, is our divine MAS T ER's Ad- 
vice! Make to yourſelves Friends with the Mammon f 
Unrighteouſneſs ; that, when the World fails around Yor, , 
when the Springs of Nature ail within You; 2% as 

it- 


our Alms. Their Meaning is—* I cannot go on, in my preſent 
*© ſhameful and iniquitous Courſe; I can no longer continue to 
act the cvicked and ſlathſul Servant; unleſs You will adminiſter 
© ſome kindly pernicious Aſſiſtance. For CHRIST's fake, there- 
*© fore, aſſiſt me to diſhonour my Chriſtian Name, and to live 
% more infamouily than the vileſt Beaſts. For CHRIST's ſake, 
help me to be a Reproach and Burden to my native Country; 
© and to perſiſt in the Way, that leads to eternal Deſtruction.“— 
This is the true Import of their Petitions. And, whether the Sanc- 
tion of that moſt venerable Name, added to j:::b a Requeſt, ſhould 
move our Commiſeration, or excite our Auhorrence, let every 
thinking Perſon judge. 

[ truſt, the Reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe this long di- 
greſſive Note; and do me the Juttice to believe, That I am not 
pleading againſt, but for the real Poor: not to Harden any One's 
Heart, but rather to direct every One's Hand, —Give, out of Gra- 
titude to CHRIST, out of Compaſſion to the Needy, and be for 
ever bleſſd. But give not to incorrigible Vagrants; to maintain 
Impiety, and pamper Indolence; leſt it be demanded, one Day, 
ac hath required this at your Hand? Leit, by ſupporting diſſolute 
Creatures in that abandoned Sloth, which is the Nurſe of all Vice, 
We become Partakers of their Guilt, and acceſſary to their 


Ruin, 


* lat. xxxiv. 11. 
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| Witneſſes of your Charity, and Vouchers for the Sin- 


cerity of your Faith, may receive You into everlaſting 
Habitations *, — This is to lay up Treaſure for Our- 


.Jekves F: Whereas, whatever elſe We amaſs, is for our 


Heirs, for our Succeſſors, for We know not Who. 
This Wealth is truly and emphatically called our own þ : 
it is an Advowſon; We have the Perpetuity. Where- 
as, whatever elſe We poſſeſs, is ours only for a Turn, 
or in Truſt. 

See the dreadful, dreadful Ravages of civil Diſcord.! 
Where-ever that infernal Fury ſtalks, She marks her 
Steps in Blood, and leaves opulent Cities a ruinous 
Heap $.—. What Thanks then, what ardent and ceaſe- 
leſs Thanks, are due to that all-ſuperintending, ever- 

Tacious LORD, who has daſhed the Torch from her 
nd; has broke her murderous Weapons; and driven 
the baleful Peſt from our Hand ! May the ſame 
Al- 


* Luke xvi. 9. + Matt. vi. 20. 1 Luke xvi. 12. 

& The Effects of what Virgil calls Bella, bhorrida Bella, were 
never diſplayed in ſuch g/owing Colours, and with ſuch alarming 
Figures, as are uſed by the Prophet Jeremiab, Chap. lv. 19, &c. 
As this is perhaps the greateſt Maſter- piece of the Kind, the Reader 
will permit me to inrich the Notes, with a Tranſcript of the Paſlage. 

Firſt We Jer, or rather We feel, the Effects of War on the buman 
Mind; the keeneſt Anguiſh, and the deepeſt Diſmay. My Bowel: / 
My Bowels! I am pained at my very Heart, My Heart maketh a 
Noiſe in me; I cannot bold my Peace: becauſe Thou baſt heard, O 
my Soul, the Sound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War. Deſtruction 
upon Deftruftion is cried; for the Land is ſpoiled, Suddenly are my 
Tents ſpoiled, and my Curtains in a Moment, How long ſhall I ſee 
the Standard, and bear the Sound of the Trumpet ? 

Then We ſee the diſmal Des aſtations of War; and who does 
not ſhudder at the Sight? The whole Country Jaid in Ruins! 
Deprived of all its Ornaments, and all its Inhabitants! Reduced to 
a Solitude, and a.Chacs, I bebeld the Earth, and lo ! it was u61th- 
out Form and void: and the Heavens, and they had no Light, —— 
I bebeld the Mcuntains, and lo! they trembled, and all the Hill: 
moved lightly.] beheld, and lo! there was no Man, and all the 
Birds of the Heavens wwere fled, —T bebeld, and lo ! the fruitful Place 
was a Wilderneſs, and all the Cities thereof were broken down, ( at 


. the Preſence of the LORD, and by bis fierce Arg er.) 


If, after all this Profuſion of Imagery, 69/d and animated even to 
Aſtoniſhment, We can have any Reliſh for the cold Correctneſs of 
2 beatben Genius, We may find ſomething of the ſame Nature = 
Horace, Lib, II. Od. 1, 
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Almighty Goodneſs ſhortly baniſh the accurſed Mon- 
ſter.from all Lands! Baniſh the Monſter, with her hated 
Aſſociate Rapine, and her inſatiable Purveyor Ambi- 
tion, to the deepeſt, deepeſt Hell. Branded with ever- 
laſting Infamy, and bound in Adamantine Chains, there 
let them gnaſh their Teeth, and bite the inevitable 
Curb! While Peace, deſcending from her native 
Heaven, bids her Olives ſpring amidſt the joyful Na- 
tions: and Plenty, in League with Commerce, ſcatters 
Bleſſings from her copious Horn. While Gl/aaneſs 
ſmiles in every Eye; and Love, extenſive univerſal 
Love, leveling the Partition-wall of Bigotry, cements 

every Heart in brotherly Affection. 
ear thoſe Heaps of Havock, lies the Spot, ever- 
memorable and ſtill revered, on which an obſtinate and 
fatal Battle was fought. —The Huſbandman, as He 
breaks his fallow Lands, or rends the graſſy Turf, 
often diſcovers the horrid Implements; and the more 
horrid Effects, of that bloody Conflict. He ſtarts, to 
hear his Coulter ſtrike upon the Boſſes of a ruſty Buck- 
ler, or gride over the Edge of a blunted Sword. He 
turns pale, to ſee human Bones thrown up before his 
Plough ; and ſtands a-ghaſt to think, that, in cutting 
his Furrow, He opens a Grave. The grey-headed 
Sire often relates to his Grandſons, hanging with eager 
Attention on the Tale, and trembling for the Event 
—relates the diſmal, the glorious Deeds of that impor- 
tant Day. How, the Fields, now covered with way- 
ing Crops, were then loaded with mangled and ghaſtly 
Corpſes. How the Paſtures, now green with Her- 
bage, were then incrimſoned with human Gore. 
* On that extended Common, He ſays, where the 
* buſy Shepherd is erecting his hurdled Citadel, the 
«+ Tents were ſpread, and the Banners diſplayed ; the 
Spears briſtled in Air, and the burniſhed Helmets 
* glittered to the Sun. On yonder riſing Ground, 
+ where: the friſking Lambs play their harmleſs Fro- 
& lics,, ſtood. the martial Files, clad in Mail, and rang- 
* ed in Battle-array ; ſtood War, with all its collected 
« Horrors, like ſome black portentous Cloud, ready 
to burſt into an immediate Storm—On the 3 
h Flain, 
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« Plain, where the quiet Steed grazes in Safety, and 
« thoſe ſober Oxen chew the juicy Herb, the fierce 
„ Incounter mixed. There, the Javelins, launched 
* from nervous Arms, and aimed by vengeful Eyes, 
e flew and reflew, whizzing with Death. The Ar- 
« rows lightened “ from the Strings; and drenched 
* their keen Points, and dipped their feathered Wings 
in Blood, Soon as this Shower of miſſive Steel 
« ceaſed, inſtantly outſprung "Thouſands of flaming 
„ Swords. They claſh on the brazen Shields; they 
cut their Way through the riven Armour; and 


„ ſheath their Blades in many a gallant dauntleſs 


Heart. Here, on this diſtinguiſhed Level, the 
proud preſumptuous Enemy, confident of Victory, 
* and boaſting of their Numbers, poured in like a 
„ Flood. There, a bold determined Battalion, of 
* which myſelf was a Part, planted themſelves like a 
* Rock, and broke the fierce Attack. 

Then, adds the brave old Warrior, then the cc- 


ward Herd fled before the Vengeance of our con- 


* quering Arms. Then, theſe Hands ſtrewed the 
Plains with a Harveſt, different far from their pre- 


ſent Productions. Then, the Fathers, ſmitten with 


inexpreſſible Dread, /ooked not back on their Chil- 


* drenÞ ; though ſhuddering at the ted Spear, or 


„ {cream- 


®* Habal. iii. D literally tranſlated, preſents Us 


with that beautifully bold Figure, The Ligbtening of thy Spear. — 
Which, with innumerable other Graces of Speech, that give Dig- 
nity and Sprrit to our modern Compoſitions, are borrowed from the 
Language of Sten; are tranſplanted from the School of the Pro- 
phets.—See the ſame Elegance of Style, Nahbum iii. 3. Heb. U ib. 

＋ For this very ſtriking, and moſt te: rific Image, We are obliged 
to the Prophet Jeremiab. Who, in a few Words, but with all the 
Pomp of Horror, deſcribes the Din of approaching War, and the 
Conſternation of a vanquiſhed People. At the Noſe of the Stamp- 
ing of the Hoofs of bis flrong Horſes, at the Ruſhing of his Cbariots, 
and at the Rumbling of bis Wheels, the Fathers ſhall not lock back 
unto their Children, for Feebleneſs of Hands, Jerem. xlvii. 3. 

Not to mention the Thunder-like Sound of the Diction; and 
that in a Language much leſs ſonorous than the Original; I ap- 
peal to every Reader, Whether the /aſt Circumſtance does not 
awaken the Idea of fo tremendous a Scene, and ſo horrible a Dread, 
as no Words can exprels, Virgil has imitated the Prophet's Man- 


ner; 
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« ſcreaming under the brandiſhed Sword. The Fathers 
C Jooked not back on their Children, though they fell 
„among the Slain, gaſhed with deadly Wounds; or 
&« lay expiring, in Groans of Agony, under our Feet.” 

The Eye is pleaſed with the elegant Gaiety of the 
Parterre; the Ear is ſoothed with the warbling Melo- 


dy of the Grove; but grand Objects, and the Magni- 


ficence of Things, charm and tranſport the whole 
Man. The Mind, on ſuch Occaſions, ſeems to ex- 
pand with the Scene, and ſecretly exults in the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of her Greatneſs. —Intent upon theſe — 5 
and excurſive Views, our Friends ſcarce advert to the 
minuter Beauties, which addreſs them on every Side. 
The Swan, with her ſnowy Plumes, and loftily bend- 
ing Head; with all her ſuperb Air and lordly State, 
rows unnoticed by. Equally unnoticed is both the 
Array and the Action of the Duck ; her gloſſy Neck 
and finely chequered Wings; her diving into the 
Deep, or her darting up into Day. The Swallow, 
ſkimming the Air in wanton Circles, or dipping her 
downy Breaſt in the Flood, courts their Obſervation 
in vain. Nor could the firny Sholes obtain their 
Regard, though they played before the Boat in ſportive 
Chace ; or, glancing quick to the Surface, ſhewed their 
pearly Coats, bedropt with Gold.— Thus they, engag- 
ed in ſublime, neglect inferior Speculations. And if the 


Sons 


ner, in that very delicate deſcriptive Touch; where, repreſenting 


the prodigious Alarm, excited by the Yell of the infernal Fury 
He ſays; 


Et trepidæ Matres preſſere ad Ubera Natos. 
That is, Each frighted Motber claſped the Infant to ber fluttering 


Boſom. : 

No One, I believe, need be informed, that the Pannic is painted, 
with a very ſuperior Energy, by the Peet of Heaven. In the Pa- 
gan's Draught, the Effect of Fear reſults from the Conſtitution, and 
coincides with the Bias of Humanity. Whereas, in the Prophet's 
Picture, it counter-ats, it ſuſpends, it intirely ver- bears the ten- 
dereſt Workings and ſtrongeſt Propenſities of Nature; though in- 
ſtigated by the moſt importunate Calls of exquiſite Diſtreſs! and till 
farther ſtimulated, by the united Solicitations of parental Affection, 


and yearning Compaſſion. 
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Sons of Religion overlook the diminutive, tranfient, 
deluſory Forms of Pleaſure, that float on the narrow | 
Stream of Time, or flit along the ſcanty Bounds of 
Senſe ; it is only to contemplate and ſecure a Happi- 
neſs in their GOD, which is elevated, /ubftantial, and 
immortal, Compared with which, whatever the Eye 


can ſurvey, from Pole to Pole, from the riſing to the 


ſetting Sun, is a Cockle-ſhel], a Butterfly a Bubble. 
From this open and inlarged Scene, they enter the 
Skirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable Fore/}.—On 
either Side, the ſturdy and gigantic Sons of Earth, 
rear their aged Trunks, and ſpread their branching 
Arms. Trees, of every hardy Make, and every ma- 


jeſtic Form, in agreeable Diſorder, and with a wild 


kind of Grandeur, fill the aerial Regions. The huge, 
expanſive, roaming Boughs unite themſelves over the 
Current, and diffuſe ** their Umbrage, broad and 
* brown as Evening.” The timorous Deer ſtart at 
the Claſhing of the Waves. Alarmed with the un- 
uſual Sound, they look up, and gaze for a Moment: 
then, fly into Covert, by various Ways, and with 
precipitate Speed; vaniſhing, rather than departing, 

from the Glade. | 
How awju/ to reflect, as they glide along the ſuclv- 
ing Shores, and the Moſs-grown Banks; as they tail 
under the pendent Shades of quivering Poplar, of 
whiſtling Fir, and the folemn-ſounding Foliage of the 
Oak how awful to reflect, Theſe were the 
% lonely Haunts ® of the Druids, two thouſand Years 
ago! Amidſt theſe duſky Mazce, and ſympathetic 
« Glooms, the penſive Sages ftrayed. Here, they 
“ ſought, they found, and with all che Solemnit, of 
« ſuperſtitious Devotion, they gathered their —_—y 
cre, 


* Myvemur neſcis quo Pas Lees ipfis in quibus Forum, gust 
admiramur, adjunt Veigia. Me guidem ipſæ ilig Atbenæ nen tam 
Operibus magnificis, exguiſitiſqgue Antiguorum Artibus delectant, 

ugm Recordatione ſummorum Vircrum, ubi quifque babitare, ubt 
ſedere, whi diſputare fit ſolitus, Cicer. de Leg. Lib. II. 
+ It the Reader pieaſes, He may ſee theſe pompous Solemnities 


deſcribed, in FVamerii Prad. Ruſt. pag. 125, &c. Where, tire 


curious Narrative of Pliay, is embellihed with the harmonious 
| Num- 
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Here, the viſionary Recluſes ſhunned the tumultu” 
* ous Ways of Men, and traced the myſterious Paths 
of Providence. Here, they explored the Secrets 
* of Nature, and invoked their fabled Gods.” 

Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden Reverie of Thought, 
ſometimes engaged in Converſation on the ſolemn Ap- 
pearance of Things, the Voyagers ſcarce perceive 
their Progreſs. Before they are aware, the venerable 
Scene is loſt ; and they find themſelves advanced upon 
the Borders of a beautiful Lawn. The Foreſt, re- 
tiring to the Right-hand, in the Shape of a Creſcent, 
compoſed what Milton ſtyles, ©* A verdurous Wall of 
* ſtatelieſt Aſpe& ;” and left, in the Midſt, an ample 
Space for the Flouriſhing of Herbage. 

Here, faid Theron, if You pleaſe, We will alight; 
and leave the Bearer of our floating Sedan, to purſue 
his ceaſeleſs Courſe to enrich the Boſom of other 
Vallies and lave the Feet of other Hills to viſit 
Cities, and make the Tour of Counties to reflect 
the Image of many a ſplendid Structure, which adorn 
his Banks; and, what is far more amiable, to diſtri- 
bute, all along his winding Journey, innumerable 
Conveniences both for Man and Beaſt: acquiring, the 
farther He goes, and the more Benefits He confers, a 
deeper Flow, and a wider Swell; to the remarkable 
Confirmation of that beneficent Maxim, There is that 


ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth. 


Theron and Aſpaſio, walking acroſs the ſpacious Am- 
phitheatre, ſeated themſelves, at the Extremity of 
the Bend. Before them, lay a verdant Area, quite 
even; perfectly handſome; but far from gay. Green 
was all the Dreſs, without any Mixture of gaudy 

Flowers, 
Numbers of Viryil.—With regard to the Reflections, occaſioned 
by this Account; the Compliments laviſhed on the Frencs, their 
Religion, and their Manarch; I believe, the judicious Proteftant 
will agree with me, That, as our charming Author has copied 
the Language, and entered into the Spirit of the Antients; He 
has alſo catched a Tincture of their Superſtition, Imbibing, to- 
gether with 4 their Elegancies and Graces, ſome of their fanſiful 
and legendary Levities. 


Verùm ubi plura nitent in Carmine, non Ego pauc's 
Offendar Maculis, 
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Flowers, or glittering Colours. Only, now-and-then, 
a gentle Breeze, ſkimming over the undulating Mead, 
impreſſed a varying wavy Gloſs on its Surface. The 
whole ſeemed to reſemble the grave and ſober Orna- 
ments of maturer Age, when it has put off the 'Trap- 


— RE” * 2 "Ss 


q pings, and bid adieu to the Levities of Youth. —'The | 
: broad tranſparent Stream, ran parallel with the Lips * | 
4 of the Channel; and drew a Line of Circum- 
. vallation, as is were, to guard the calm Retreat. It ; 
17 appeared, where ſhaded with Boughs, like a Barrier of ; 
8 poliſhed Steel; where open to the Sun, like a Mirror of a 
( Hflowing Cryſtal. 'The eaſtern Edges of the River, } 
I were barricadoed with a kind of mountainous Decli— # 
A vityz on Whole rude and rocky Sides, the timorous a 
9 Rabbit burrowed, and the bearded Goat browzed.— * 
Not far from the Summit, two or three Fountains FR 
| guſhed : which, uniting their Currents as they trickled F 
1 down the Steep, formed a natural Caſcade: here, it 8 
1 was loſt in the ruſhy Dells, or obſcured by the twiſting F 
bf Roots; there, it burſt again into View, and playing | 
F full in the Eye of Day, looked like a Sheet of ſpout- 
ing Silver. 
n this romantic Retirement, ſaid Theron, We are 
quite ſequeſtered from Society, We ſeem to be in a 
World of our own ; and thould almoſt be tempted to 
forget, that We are incompaſſed with a kindred Spe- fo 
cies; did not the Myfic of thoſe filver-tongued Bells, & 
poured from a diſtant Steeple, and ng Fong the * 
gentle Stream, bring Us News of human Kind. 77 
Eſcaped from Man, and his buſy Walks, methinks, th 
We are come to the Houſe of Tranquillity. Such a of 
deep, undiſturbed Compoſure reigns all around. It O! 
is as if ſome auguſt Perſonage was age ey, bo Entrance, af 
or ſome majeſtic Being was upon the Point to /pea#, lik 
and all Nature ſtood fixed in attentive Expectation Sag 
No Place better fitted to ſoothe, or to inſpire, a com- Bog 
templative Sedateneſs. we 
Obſerve D 
i oe TR | 2 
The Greek, which is above all Languages happy, in its beautt- 57 


ful Variety of compound Words, very neatly expreſſes this Ap. 
pearance by—bToXtAn; T1 vn. 


nks, 
ch a 
It 
*Ances 
ſpeak, 

ation 
com- 


ſerve 


beauti- 
is Ar- 
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Obſerve the Simplicity and Grandeur of thoſe ſur- 
rounding Trees: the beautiful Plainneſs of their Ver- 
dure, and the prodigious Statelineſs of their Aſpect. 
What a Speck are our Gardens, and what a mere 
Dwarf are our Groves, compared with theſe vaſt Plan- 
tations? Here is none of your nice Exactneſs, but all 
is irregularly and wildly great. Here are no Traces 
of the Shears, nor any Footſteps of the Spade, but 
the Handy-work of the DEITY is apparent in all.— 
Give me the Scenes, which diſdain the puny Aſſiſt- 
ance of Art, and are infinitely ſuperior to the low 
Toils of Man. Give me the Scenes, which ſcorn to 
bribe our Attention, with a little borrowed Spruceneſs 
of Shape ; but, by their own native Dignity, command 
our Regard. I love the Proſpects, which, the Mo- 
ment they are beheld, ſtrike the Soul with Veneration, 
or tranſport it with Wonder; and cry aloud, in the 
Ear of Reaſon, Aſcribe Ye Greatneſs to our GOD. 


Such, I think, in a very eminent Degree, is the 
Foreſt ; 


— High waving ver the Hills, 
Or to the vaſt Horizon wide diſfus d, 
A boundleſs deep Immenſity of Shade. 


Aſp. Solomon's refined Genius ſeems to have been 
fond of the ſame Situation, and delighted with the 
ſame Objects. Therefore, at a great Expence, and 
in the moſt curious "Taſte, He built The Houſe of the 
Forefl. —I/aiah's divine Imagination was charmed with 
the ſame grand Spectacle. More frequently, than any 
of the Prophets, He derives his Illuſtrations from it. 
One Compariſon I particularly remember. Speaking 
of the 4/jrian King, and his military Forces, He 
likens them to ſuch an Aſſemblage of Trees: nume- 
rous, as their amazing Multitudes: frong, as their 
maſly Trunks. Yet, numerous and potent as they 
were, they ſhould all be brought low, and laid in the 
Duit. For beheld! the LORD, the LORD of Hoſts 
ſhall lop the Bough with Terror, and the High Ones of 
Stature ſhall be hewn down, and the haughty ſhall be 


humbled ; 
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humbled ; and he ſhall cut down the Thickets of his Force 
with Iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty one. 

Then He paſſes, by a moit beautiful Tranſition, to 
his darling Topic, the Redemption of Sinners. He 
gives Us, together with one of the fineſt Contraſts 4 
imaginable, a View of the MESSIAH and his great 
Salvation. When thoſe lofty Cedars are leveled with 
the Ground, there ſhall come a Rod, a Twig, out of the 
Stem of FJeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out of his Roots}. 
Which, notwithſtanding its mean Original, and un- 
promiſing Appearance, ſhall rear its Head to the Skies, 
and extend its Shade to the Ends of the Earth. 

You do well, Afpaſfo, to recal my roving Thoughts. 
This magnificent Solitude had captivated || my Imagi- 
nation, and I was giving a Looſe to the uſual Sallies of 
my Fancy. But, with a willing Compliance, I turn 
to a more excellent Subject. ——Only I muſt ailure 
you, that your Remark awakens a painful Idea in my 


Mind, though a joyful one in your own. For, my 


Hopes, which were once high and lifted up, are now 
too much like that devoted proftrate Foreſt. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, give me leave to ſay, they 
were never rightly founded. They were, what Skake- 
b wet calls, the baſeleſs Fabric of a Viſion. Now the 

adowy and tranſient Hopes are demoliſhed, that ſolid 
and everlaſting Joys may ſucceed. Let them reſt on 
CHRIST, the infinitely glorious REDEEMER, and 


they ſhall never be overthrown, never be removed 


any more. 
Caſt a look upon yonder Ivy. What can be more 


feeble? It has not Strength enough to withſtand the 
ſlighteſt 


Iſai. x. 33, 34. 

+ This fine Contraſt, and that artful Tranſition are, by the 
injudicious Diviſion of the two Chapters, very much obſcured, if 
not quite loſt, to many Readers. The Chapters, I think, ſhould 
by no means be ſeparated; but the tenth and the eleventh, as a 
Continuation of the ſame Prophecy, ſhould be united, 

1 Iſai. xi. 1. 


Pallas, quas condidit Areas, 
Ipſa colat: Nobis placeant ante omnia Sylve. 


World. 
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Nighteſt Blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own Weight 
would cruſh it to the Earth, Yet, by twining around 
the Oak, how high it riſes, and how firm it ſtands! 
An Emblem of our State, and a Pattern for our Imi- 
tation. Thus let Us, who in ourſelves are nothing, 


of ourſelves can do nothing, let us fly to CHRIST ; 


rely on CHRIST ; and, as Barnabas that true Son 
of Conſolation ſpeaks, cleave to the LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, with full Purpoſe of Heart *. Let us de- 
termine to know nothing, to deſire nothing, to de- 
pend on nothing, but FESUS CHRIST and Him 
crucified. Let this be the Motto for our Faith, this 
the Language of our Souls, CHRIST is All, Then 
ſhall our Hopes, though hitherto ſmitten with a Blaſt, 
revive as the Corn: Then ſhall our Virtues, though 
in themſelves weaker than the Ivy, mount like the 
Cedars. 

Ther. You can hardly imagine, how a Senſe of 
Guilt and Unworthineſs oppreſſes my Mind. I am 
often diſcouraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be ſted- 
taſt in Faith, or joyful through Hope. 

Aſp. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD Al- 
mighty's Power and Grace can bring to paſs theſe de- 
ſirable Effects. And hear what the Prophet ſays far- 
ther, upon the charming Topic which introduced our 
Diſcourſe, Whenever the eloquent 1/aiah undertakes 
to diſplay a Truth, He gives it all the Energy, all the 
Beauty, and every heightening Touch, that it is ca- 
pable of receiving. — This humble Shoot, ſpringing 
from the Stem of Jef, ſhall riſe to ſuch a Pitch of 
Elevation; that it ſhall be conſpicuous far and near, 
and ftand for an Enſign of the People. It (ali be ſeen, 
not 'ike a Beacon upon the Top of an Hill, by the 
Leaelites only, or the Natives of a ſingle Territory 
but like the ,great Luminaries of Heaven, ſhall be vi- 
ſible in every Country, and by the whole inhabited 
To it ball the Gentiles ſeek; not only from 
the remoteſt, but from the moſt barbarous and idola- 
trous Climes. Theſe, even theſe Perſons, though ſa- 
vage in their Nature, and deteſtable in their Manners, 


ſhall 


Adds xi. 23. 
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ſhall be freely admitted, ſhall find Reſt under his Sha- 
dow. Nay, the Refreſhment which He yields, and 
the Comfort which they receive, ſhall be not ſeaſon- 
able only, but of ſovereign Efficacy; his Reft ſhall be 
glorious ®, 

From this we learn, that all the Bleſſings of CHRIST's 
Mediation are deſigned for Gertiles; for the mot 
abandoned and abominable Sinners. That they are 
ſo full and conſummate, as to create a Calm of 'T'ran- 
quillity, a glorious Reſt, in the moſt troubled, afflicted, 

ilty Conſciences. And I dare challenge even my 

heron's miſgiving Mind, to ſpecify any Want which is 
not ſupplied, any Grievance which is not redrefſed by 
the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. I formerly 
encountered your Ohjections, let me now combat your 
Scruples. 

Ther. Sometimes, TI have a deep and diſtreſſing Con- 
viction of my extreme Sinfulneſs. "Tis like a fore 
Burden, too heavy for me to bear. "Tis like the 
vileſt Filth, and renders me odious to myſelf; how 
much more lotheſome to the All-ſaging Eye ?—It ap- 
pears like a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, and I have 
nothing, no, not any thing to pay. 'Then I ex- 
perience, what the P/a/mi/t ſo pathetically laments ; 
My Sins hawe taken ſuch Hold upon me, that I am not able 
to look up: yea, they are more in Number than the Hairs 
of my Head, and my Heart is ready to fail; my Hopes 
are upon the Point to expire. 

Aſp. Then, Theron, fly to that juſt and righteous 
ONE, who is the Strength of our Hearts; the Life of 
our Hopes; and our Portion for ever. 

If Sin is a ſore Burden; look unto CHRIST, who 
bore it all, in his own Body on the Tree; and re- 
moved, intirely removed that tremendous Load, which 
would otherwiſe have ſunk the whole World into 
the nethermoſt Hell. If Sin renders us filthy; let 
Us have Recourſe to that Blood of Sprinkling, which 
cleanſes, not from a few Stains only, but from all 
Guilt, By which the moſt defiled Tranſgreſſors be- 

come 


® Iſai, xi. 10. 
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come fair as the faireſt Wool, nay whiter than the 
virgin Snows *. —If Sin is a Debt + ; ſubjecting Us to 
Wrath, and binding Us over to Puniſhment ; let Us 
confide in that gracious SURETY, who has taken the 
Debt upon himſelt, and made it all his own. And 
not only ſo, but has paid it ; paid it to the uttermoſt 
Farthing, to the very laſt Mite : So that Juſtice itſelf 
can demand no more. | 

Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable 
Truth, by a ſcriptural Similitude. No Similitudes are 
more exact, and none fo ſtriking. I have blotted out 
as a thick Cloud your Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud your 
Sins 1. Alittle while ago, the whole Expanſe of the 
Sky was covered with Clouds. Nothing could more 
ſtrongly repreſent, a Multitude of Corruptions be- 
ſieging the Heart, and a Multitude of Iniquities over- 
ſpreading the Life. But where is now that immenſe 
Arrangement of gloomy Vapours ? The Sun has ſhone 
them, and the Wind has ſwept them, clean away. 
There are none, neither great nor ſmall remaining. 
From one End of the wide extended Hemiſphere to 
the other, we ſee nothing but the clear and beautiful 
Blue of the Firmament. So ſaith the SPIRIT of GOD 
to the true Believer, / totally is your Guilt, however 
horrid and enormous, done away through the dying 
FESUS. © 

Ther. It is not poſſible to conceive, nor will the 
whole Creation afford, a more exquiſitely fine Compa- 
riſon. Perhaps, nothing can ſo emphatically deſcribe 


the 
* Pfal. li. 7. 

+ By theſe three Images, the Pſalmiſt diſplays the Horrible and 
deſtructive Malignity of Sin, together with the free Nature, and in- 
valuable Worth of evangelical Forgiveneſs. Bleſſed is be whoſe 
Tranſgreſſion, as an inſupportable Load, (D)) 7s bore, or taken 
away ; whoſe Sin, as being the moſt abominable Filth, ( DAY} 
is covered ; unto whom the LORD imputeth not (JN Nö) that 
moſt ruinous of all Debts, Iniguity —lt is pleaſing to oblerve the 
Vebemence and Ardour, with which the royal Penitent ſpeaks on 
this favourite Topic. He breaks out with a Kind of holy Abrupt- 
neſs, and pours his Soul in a Variety of warm Expreſſions. As 
one who thought, he could not poſſibly enter upon the Subject ce 
ſcon, or dwell upon too long. Pſal. xxxii. 1, 2. | 

1 lai, xliv. 22. 


4322 DIALOGUE XVII. 


the moſt prodigious Multitude, intirely obliterated, 
without the /eaft Trace of their former Exiſtence. 
But I am not only chargeable with paſt Iniquities ; I 
am alſo liable to daily Miſcarriages. I relapſe into Sin. 
When I have been cleanſed, I defile myſelf afreſh ; 
and when I would do Good, Evil is preſent with me. 
My beſt Hours are not free from ſinful Infirmi- 
ties, nor my beſt Duties from ſinful Imperfections. 
Which, like a Worm at the Core of the Fruit, eat 
away the Vigour of my Graces, and tarniſh the Beauty 
of my Services. 

Aſp. Becauſe You are daily ſinning, there is a Foun- 
tain opened for Sin and for Uncleannejs *. The Blood 
and Atonement of CHRIST are compared to a hea- 
venly Fountain. In which polluted Sinners may waſh 
daily, waſh hourly ; and be conſtantly perfectly clean. 
A Ciftern may fail, may be broke or exhauſted. But 
it is the Property of a rea/ Fountain, never to be dried 
up, always to yield its Waters. Such is the Efficacy 
of CHRIST 's Death; not to be diminiſhed by uni- 
verſal and inceſſant Uſe. It removes the Iniquity of the 
Land T. It takes away the Sin of the WorldF. It is 
new, for our Application, every Morning ; new, for 
this bleſſed Purpoſe, every Moment. On which Ac- 
count, it makes complete Proviſion for our Cleanſing, 
our Reſtoration, and our Comfort. —Eſpecially, as it 
is not only ſovereign in itſelf, and ever free for our 
Approach, but is ever pleaded by a great HIGH- 
PRIEST in our Behalf. Therefore, the inſpired Ca- 
ſuiſt directs Us to this Source of Conſolation, under 
all the Upbraidings of Conſcience, and all the Accu- 
ſations of Satan. F any Man fin, We have an Advo- 
cate with the FATHER, JESUS CHRBST the Righteous, 
and He is the Propitiation for our Sins 5. 

We have for our Advocate, not a mean Perſon, but 
HIM of whom it was ſaid, This ts my beloved SON 
Not a guilty Perſon, who ſtands in need o Pardon for 
Himſelf, but JESUS CHRIST the Righteous. Not 


a mere Petitioner, who relies purely upon Liberaiity ; 
but 


1 Jobn i. 29. 


* Zech. xili. 1. Zech. iii. 9. 
5 1 John 1. . 
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but one that has merited, fully merited whatever He 
alks; He is the Propitiation for our Sins, has paid our 
Ranſom, and purchaſed our Peace—In conſequence 
of which, He claims rather than aſks our renewed, 
our irrevocable Forgiveneſs. 'This he claims, not 
from an unrelenting Judge, but from his FATHER and 
our FATHER. And can fuch a Plea meet with a 
Repulſe ? Can fuch an Advocate miſcarry in his Suit? 
If the Prophets of old were reckoned The Chariots of 
Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof f; becauſe, like their 
Anceſtor Jacob, they had Power with GOD, and pre- 
vailed in Prayer: O! what a Defence! what a Secu- 


| rity, is the divinely excellent, and ever-prevailing In- 
- terceſſion of FESUS CHRIST ! 
1 * Your Graces, Youcomplain, are ſullied, and your 
| *« Services defeCtive.” hen, my dear Friend, re- 
t nounce them in Point of Confidence ; and gladly re- 
d ceive, cordially embrace, the all- perfect Righteouſneſs 
y of your LORD. So ſhall your Juſtification be com- 
— plete; and your Services, though deficient in them- 
be ſelves, be accepted in the beloved.“ -I have ſome- 
is where ſeen, painted upon a flat Surface, an aukward 
JT and diſagreeable Countenance : In which was nothing 
c- regular, nothing graceful, but every Feature diſpro- 
5 portionate. Yet, this very Face, received on and re- 
it flected from a cylindrical Mirror, has put off its De- 
ur formity; the Lineaments were well adjuſted; Sym- 
8 metry connected every Part, and Beauty ſmiled through- 
a- out the whole. Like the former our Virtues appear; 
ler when compared with the immaculate Purity of GOD, 
u- or the ſublime Perfection of his Law. But they ac- 
vo- 
us, + 2 Kings ii- 12. xiii. 14. There is a peculiar Beauty, and 
moſt appofite Significancy, in this proverbial Saying, as uled by 
but the antient Iſraelites, Horſes and Cbariots were deemed, in thole 
3 Ages, the principal Strength of the Battle, the moſt formidable 
Apparatus of War, Of theſe the Iſraelites were intirely deſtitute. 
for Their GOD had expreſly forbidden them to multiply Horſes ; and 
Not We never read of their bringing any conſiderable Number of Ca- 
ty valry into the Field,—But, ſo long as they enjoyed the Preſence 
but of their Prophets, they wanted not this Arm of Fleſh. They had 
more than an Equivalent for Chariots and Horſemen, in the fer- 
. went, the effetual Prayers of thoſe holy Men. | 
Vor. II. U quire 
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quire the Amiableneſs of the latter, when preſented 
to the FATHER by our divine MEDIATOR, and 
recommended by his inconceivably precious Obla- 
tion *. 
Milton, taking his Hint from the Revelations of St. 
John, repreſents our great HIGH-PRIEST, in this 
lorious and delightful Attitude. Repreſents Him, offer- 
ing up the Supplications and penitential Duties of our 
firſt Parents; mixing with them the Incenſe of his 
own Merits ; and thus interceding before the Throne. 


See, FATHER ! what firſt Fruits on Earth are ſprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man ! Theſe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this golden Cenſer mix'd 
With Incenſe, 1 thy PRIEST before Thee bring. 

— Now therefore bend thine Ear 

To Supplication ; hear his Sighs though mute 
Unkilful with what Words to pray, let ME 
Interpret for Him; ME his Adwocate 

And Propitiation. All his Works on ME, 

Good, or not good, ingraft : My Merit thoſe 

Shall perfect; and for theſe MY Death ſhall pay F. 


The Poet's Words are very emphatical. Yet Words 
can no more expreſs the Prevalence of our LORD's 
Negociation, than the Picture of the Sun can diffuſe 
its Splendor, or convey its Warmth. 

Ther. My ſpiritual Wants are many. I have many 
Duties to diſcharge, and many Temptations to with- 
ſtand: many Corruptions to mortify, and many Graces 

to 


® They, the Perſons and Performances of frail Men, fall come 
«p with Acceptance on mine Altar, faith the LORD. Iſai. lx. 7.— 
Which is explained by St. Peter's Comment; Ye are an bi 
Priefthvod, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices, acceptable unto GOD 9 
JESUS CHRIST. 1 Pet. ii. 5. And ſtill farther aſcertained 
by St. Paul's Practice. Who, when He addreſſes the MAJESTY 
of Heaven with any Petition, or preſents the Tribute of Praiſe, 
preſumes not to do either the one or the other, but in the bleſſed 
MEDIATOR's Name. Becauſe, ſecluded from this grand Re- 
commendation, they would be effenfive, to the awful JEHOVAH, 
as Smoke in his Noſtrils;“ accompanied with it, they are a. 
ceptable, “as the ſweet ſmelling Incenſe.” | 


t Par, Loſt, B. XI. I. 225 Ec. 
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to cultivate, or rather to acquire. Yet have I no 
Stock, and no Strength ot my own. 

Aſp. I rejoice, that my Theron is ſenſible of his own 
Indigence. The good LORD keep Us both, in this 
ReſpeR, as little Children; whoſe whole Dependence 
is upon their Nurſe's Care, or their Parent's Bounty! 
Then may we, having ſuch a Senſe of our Poverty, 
and having a great HIGH-PRIEST over the Houſe 
of GOD, come boldly to the Throne of Grace. We 
may apply, through the Righteouſneſs of 7 ESUS 
CHRIST, for all needful Succour, and for every de- 
ſireable Bleſſing, If Solomon could ſay; LORD, re- 
member Dawid, and all his Trouble. If Maſes could ſay; 
LORD, remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob thy Ser- 
vants. How much more confidently may ave fay ; 
„LORD, remember FESUS, the Son of thy Love | 
«© Remember ZESUS, and all his Sufferings; JESUS 
and all his Merits. Shall hey be ſent empty away, 

who have their SAVIOUR's Obedience to plead ?” 
No verily. Though they are altogether unworthy 
in themſelves, yet worthy is the LAMB that was ſlain, 
for whoſe Sake their Petitions fhould be granted, and 
their every Neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and encourag- 
ing Portion of Scripture. Which you may look upon, 
under all your Wants, as Charte Blanche put into your 
Hand by GOD all-ſufficient, Hawing therefore, Bre- 
thren, Boldneſs to enter into the Holieft by the Blood of 
TESUS ; by @ new and living Way which he has conſe- 
crated for Us, through the Veil, that is to ſay, his Fleſh ;; 
And having an HIG H-PRIEST over the Houſe of GOD ; 
let us draw near with a true Heart, in full Aſſurance of 
Faith *. 

'The Apoſtle, in this Place, and throughout this 
whole Epiſtle, alludes to the Moſaic Ordinances ; in 


order to ſhew, that the Privileges of the Chriſtian Diſ- 


penſation, were typefied by, yet are greatly ſuperior to, 
thoſe of the Jewih.—Among the 7exws none but the 
High-Prieft, was permitted to ſet a Foot within the 
Holy of Holies; and He, only on the ſolemn Day of 


'* Heb, x. 19, 20, 21, 22, 
2 Expiatiou. 


436 DIALOGUE XVII. 


Expiation. Whereas, all Chriſtians are allowed to en- 
ter into the immediate Preſence of the moſt High 
GOD ; may have the neareſt Acceſs to HIM who 
dwells in the Heaven of Heavens ; and this, not once 
in the Year only, but at all Times, and on all Occa- 
ſions.— The High-Prieſt never made that awful Ap- 

roach, but with the Blood of a /aughtered Animal. 

e have Blood of infinitely richer Value, to atone for 

our Failings, and recommend our Addreſſes; even the 
Blood of the crucified JESUS. — Aaron entered through 
the Veil of the Temple; a Way, that was ſoon to 
become antiquated, and for ever to be aboliſhed. Ve 
enter by a far more noble Way ; by the Fleſh of our 
bleſſed REDEEMER, given as a propitiatory Sacri- 
fice for our Sins. Which Way is both zeww and /iwing ; 
ſuch as never waxes old, will ſubſiſt to the End of 
Time, and leads to eternal Life. Truſting in this 
Sacrifice, and entering by this Way, which are con- 
ſecrated on Purpoſe 2 our Uſe, We may not only 
draw near, but draw near ait Boldneſs, with an hum- 
ble filial Confidence ; and preſent our Supplications 
with Faith—with Afurence of Faith— with full Aſſu- 
rance of Faith. 

How ſtrong is the Contraſt ! How fine the Grada- 
tion ! And how precious the Doctrine ! What ſhall we 
fear, if we believe this Text? What can we lack, if 
we improve this Privilege? 

Ther. There may come Seaſons of Deſertion, when 
all Graces are languid, if not dead : When the Light 
of GOD's Countenance is ſuſpended, if not turned 
into Darkneſs : and the Man is more like a lifeleſs Log, 
than a zealous Chriſtian. Theſe Frames of Mind I 
have heard mentioned, and I begin to know ſome- 
thing of them by Experience. 

Aſp. Then, Theron, when you vet in Darkneſs and 
fee mo Light of ſenſible Comfort, truft in the Name, the 
unchangeable Grace, of the LORD ; and flay upon the 
Righteouſneſs, the conſummate Righteouſneſs, of 
4 GOD +. This is not barely my Advice, but the 

1 


rection of an infallible Guide. It agrees alſo * 
the 


+ Iſai, J. 10. 


28 2e oo mo 
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the Character of a real Chriſtian, as it is moſt exactly 
drawn by an unerring Pen; Ve rejoice in CHRIST 
FESUS and have no Confidence in the Fleſh ]; no Reli- 
ance on any 'Thing of our own, either for preſent Joy, 
or future Glory, 

To rely on the Elevation of our Spirits, or the In- 
largement of our Devotion, is like building our Houſe 
upon the Ice: which may abide for a Seaſon ; but, 
upon the firſt Alteration of Weather, ceaſes to be a 
Foundation, and becomes Water that runneth apace.“ 
Whereas, to derive our Conſolation from the MEDI- 


ö 
; 
ATOR's Righteouſneſs, and JEHOVAH's Faithful- 
1 neſs, is to build our Edifice upon the Rock: which 
may not be removed, but ſtandeth faſt for ever.“ 
f The former of theſe, even amidit all our Changes, is 
1 invariably the ſame. The latter, notwithſtanding all 
* our Unworthineſs, is inviolably ſure. Therefore, the 
y Fruit of that Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the Eyed of 
"ed this Faithfulneſs is, if not rapturous Joy, yet Quieineſi 
18 and Aſſurance for ever. 
* So that, when it is Winter in my Soul, and there 
ſeems to be a Dearth on all my ſenſible Delights, I 
. would till ſay with the Pſalmiſt; y art thou fo 
90 * diſquieted O my Soul? CHRIST is the ſame amidſt 
if « al! thy Derelictions. He is a green Fir-tree$, that 
« never loſes its Verdure. Under his Shadow Thou 
en « may'ſt always find Repoſe. His Merit and Atone- 
ht « ment are ſtill mighty to fave; they conſtitute an 
ed « everlaſting and infinite Righteouſneſs. The Pro- 
02, «« miſes of GOD, through his Mediation, are yea and 
d | amen, are unqueſtionably and unalienably thine.” 
me- [| Phil. iii. 3. Exattly drawn, —Perhaps there is no where ex- 
tant a finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a Picture of the true 
nd Cb ian. Tis in Miniature, I own: but it comprehends all the 
maſter Lines and every diſlinguiſhing Feature. We are they, who 
the Worſhip GOD in the Spirit; with the ſpiritual Homage of a re- 
the newed Heart; with Faith, Love, Reſignation. And rejoice in 
of CHRIST FESUS; in Him look for all our Acceptance with 
the GOD ; from Him derive all the Peace of our Minds; and on Him 
a place all the Hope of our final Felicity. And bave no Confidence 
with in the Fleſh; renouncing ourſelves, in every View, as unprofita- 
the ble Servants; diſclaiming all our own Works and Attainments, 
as defective Services, $ Hol. xiv. 8. i 


U 3 Ther. 
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Ther. Tis very probable, I may meet with 4fii#i- 
ons; Death in my Family, or Diſeaſe in my Perſon. 
Diſappointments may fruſtrate my Deſigns. Provi- 
dence may wear a frowning Aſpect, as though the 
LORD had a Controverſy with his ſinful Creature, 


and was making him to poſſeſs the Iniquities of his 


Youth. And what will be ſufficient to ſupport and to 
chear, in ſuch a gloomy Hour +? 

Aſp. The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. — Nothing is 
ſo ſovereign, to calm our Fears, and remove all Ap- 
prehenſions of the divine Wrath. Apprehenſions of 
the divine Wrath, would draw the Curtain of Horror 
around our ſick Beds, and throw upon our languiſhing 
Eye-lids the Shadow of Death ||]. But a believing Im- 
provement of CHRIST's Satisfaction for our Offences, 
clears up the mouraful Scene, and takes away the Sting 
of Tribulation. 

Attending to this great Propitiation, the Sufferer ſees 


his Sins forgiven, and his GOD reconciled. From. 
whence he concludes, that the ſevereſt Afflictions are 


only fatherly Corrections; ſhall not exceed his Ability 


to bear; and ſhall aſſuredly obtain a gracious Ifſue. 


He can fetch Comfort from that chearing Word, I will 
be with him in Trouble: And expect the Accompliſh- 
ment of that moſt conſolatory Promiſe, 7 avill deliver 
him, ond bring him to Honour +.— Theſe Supports have 
enabled the Saints to kits the Rod, and bleſs the Hand, 
that chaſtiſed them. To poſſeſs their Souls, not in 
Patience only, but in Thankfulneſs alſo. While they 
have lJoked inward, and diſcerned their abſolute Need 
of theſe bitter but ſalutary Medicines: Have looked up- 


ward, 


+ The Sufficiency of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, to anſwer all 
theſe important and delightful Ends, is excellently diſplayed in Mr. 
Rawlin's Sermons, on CHRI\T the Righteouſneſs of bis People, 
In which the Public have teen the grand and amiable Eſſentials of 
the Goſpel, delivered in maſculine Language ; defended by nervous 
Reaſoning ; and animated by a lively Devotion. 

Alluding to that Deſcription of Tribulation and Anguiſh, 
which, I believe, no Perſon of Senſibility can read without ſhud- 
dering ; My Face :s foul with weeping, and on my Eye-lids is the 
Cadet of Death, Job xvi. 16. 

Pal. xci. 15. 
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ward, and beheld the Cup in a moſt wiſe and tender 
PHYSICIAN's Hand: Have looked forward, with a 
Joyſul Hope, to that better World ; where GOD will 
wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall 
be no more Sorrow, nor any more Pain. 

Ther. The laſt Occaſion of Need is the trying Hour 
of Death, and the tremendous Day of Judgment. Will 
this Righteouſneſs carry Us, with Saiety through the 
darkſome Valley; and preſent Us, with Acceptance, 
at the dreadful Fribunal? 

Aſp. It will: It will. — This ſilences all the Curſes 
of the Law, and diſarms Death of every Terror. To 
believe in this Righteouſneſs, is to meet Death at our 
SAVIOUR's Side; or rather, like good old Simeon, 
with the SAVIOUR in our Arms. They overcame, 
ſays the beloved Diſciple, they overcame the laſt Ene- 
my, not by natural Fortitude, or philoſophic Refolu- 
tion, but by the Blood of the LAMB “*; by a believing 
Application of the victorious REDEEMER's Merit. 
| I know, adds the heroic Apoſtle, whom Have 

believed ; I am aſſured, that my FESUS is infinitely 

faithful, and will not deſert me; that his Ranſom is 
abſolutely ſufficient, and cannot deceive me. There- 
fore, with a holy Bravery, He bids Defiance to Death, 
or rather triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed Enemy ; 
Thanks be to GOD, avho giveth us the Victory through 
our LORD TESUS CHRIST I/ Nay, through the 
wonderful Efficacy of CHRIST's Propitiation, Death is 
ours; not our Foe, but our Friend and Deliverer, 
We may number it among our Treaſures; and reſt ſa- 
tisfied, That to die, is Gain. | 

What? Though our Fleſh ſee Corruption. Though 
this Body, vile at preſent, be made viler ſtill, by dwell- 
ing amidſt Worms, and mouldering in the Duſt; yet 
through HIS Righteouſneſs, who is the Reſurrect ion 
and the Life, it ſhall ſhake off the Diſhonours of th, 
Grave: It ſhall riſe to a new and illuſtrious State of 
Exiſtence : It ſhall be made like the glorious and im- 
mortal Body of our triumphant LORD. If the Bod, 


® Rev. xii. 11. 1 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 1 Cor. xv. 57. 


i r Cor. ii. 22. 
U 4 be 
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be ſo refined, ſo exalted ; what will be the Dignity, 
what the Perfection, of the Soul! Or rather, - Soul 
and Body both, when they are happily and indiſſolu- 
bly united, at the Reſurrection of the Juſt! Shall 
they have any thing to fear, when the Judgment is 
ſet, and the Books are opened? Tis probable there 
will be no Accuſation, tis certain, there is no Condem- 
nation, to them that are in CHRIST JESUS. Who 
ſhall lay any Thing to their Charge? It is GOD, —— 
not Man, or Angel, or any Creature, but GOD 
that juſtifies them. The GOD whoſe Law was broke, 


the GOD to whom Vengeance belongeth, He himſelf _ 


pronounces them innocent, becauſe their Iniquities have 
been laid upon CHRIST; He himſelf pronounces them 
righteous, becauſe they are intereſted in the Obedience 
of their REDEEMER ; He himſelf pronounces them 
blejed, and gives them an abundant Entrance into the 
Joy of their LORD. 


ut what can expreſs, or who can imagine their 


Happineſs, when they take up their Abode in the Pa- 
laces of Heaven; amidſt the Choirs of Angels; and 
under the Light of GOD's Countenance! When they 
enjoy, completely and eternally enjoy, that great Sal- 
vation, which is a proper Reward for the Obedience 
and Agonies of the adorable FESUS / 

Come then, my dear Theron, let Us henceforth be 
as Branches, ingrafted into the heavenly Vine; derive 
all our Sap, all our Moiſture, all our Conſolation from 
his Fulneſs. Let Us live upon our all-ſufficient RE- 
DEEMER, as the Maelites ſubſiſted on their Manna 
from Heaven, and their Waters from the Rock; and 
not wiſh for other, as we cannot poſſibly enjoy better 
Suſtenance. 

Ther. Is this the Meaning of our LORD's Exhorta- 
tion, when he ſhews the Neceſlity of eating his Fleſb, 
and drinking his Blood ? 

Aſp. Tis the very ſame. A repeated and inceſſant 
Application of our SAVIOUR's Merits, for all the 
Purpoſes of Piety and Salvation, is the Kernel of this 
Nut, the Meaning of this Metaphor.——M# hen We 

habitually 


Rom. viii. 1. 
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habitually advert to FESUS CHRIST, as dying for our 
Sins, and riſing again for our Juſtification ; performing 
all Righteouſneſs, that we may be intitled to an eter- 
nal Crown; and interceding in Heaven, that we may 
be filled with all the Fulnets of GOD: Ther we eat 
his Fleſh, and drink his Blood. Then we derive a 
Life of ſolid Comfort, and real Godlineſs, from his 
mediatorial Offices ; juſt as we derive the Continuance 
of our natural Life, from the daily Uſe of alimentary 
Recruits. | 

Ther. Your Diſcourſe brings to my Remembrance that 
magnificent and beautiful Paſſage in Scripture, where 
CHRIST is called Tur Sun or RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Your Doctrine ſets the Compariſon in a very advan- 
tageous Light ; gives it the utmoſt Force and the great- 
eſt Propriety. The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, ac- 
cording to your Account, is as extenſively uſeful in 
the Chriſtian Life, as the Beams of that grand Lumi- 
nary are in material Nature..—The Sun fills the 
Air ; where it diffuſes Light, and creates Day. 
The Sun penetrates the Ocean; from whence it ex- 
hales Vapours, and forms the Clouds.—In the wegeta- 
ble Creation, the Sun raiſes the Sap, and protrudes the 
Gems; unfolds the Leaves, and paints the Bloſſom ; 
diſtends the Fruit, and concoQts the Juices. Turn 
we to the animal World; the Sun bag the Eye, 
and gladdens the Heart. It awakens Millions of In- 
ſects into Being; and imparts that general Joy, which 
every ſenſible Creature feels. Indeed, there is nothing 
hid from the Heat thereof. 

Aſp. Thus the LORD JESUS CHRIST, that true 
and only Sn of Righteouſneſs, ariſes on his People with 
Healing in his Wings. So various, fo efficacious, and ſo 
extenſive are his Influences. Like a Sun, He inlight- 
ens and inlivens : like Wings, He cheriſhes and pro- 
tects: like a Remedy, He heals and reſtores. And all, 
by virtue of his Righteouſneſs, on account of his Righ- 
teouſneſs. Nor can we doubt, nor need we wonder, 
if we conſider its Nature. and its Author. Its Na- 
ture; it is conſummately excellent, has every Kind, 
and every Degree of Perfection. Its Author; it is the 
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Righteouſneſs and Obedience of that incomparable- 
PERSON, in whom ds all the Fulneſs of the GOD- 
HEAD. 

It muſt therefore—You will permit me to ſum up in. 
a Word, what has been diſplayed at large. It muſt 
be fully anſwerable to the Demands of the Law, even 
in its higheſt Purity, and utmoſt Exactneſs. It is 
infinitely ſuperior to the Demerit of Sin, and intirely 
abſolves from all Guilt, intirely exempts from all Con- 
demnation.— It is a moſt valid and never-failing Plea, 
againſt the Accuſations of Satan, and the Challenges of 
Conſcience.—lIt eſtabliſhes an undoubted Title to every 
Bleſſing, whether in Time or in Eternity, whether of 
Grace, or of Glory. Tt is a ſure Support for the 
Chriſtian, in an Hour of Deſertion, and in the Ago- 
ales of Death. Caſting Anchor on this Bottom, He 
may diſmiſs every Fear, and ride out every Storm. 
Leaning upon this Staff, He may go down to the Re- 

ofe of the Grave; and neither be appalled at the ſo- 

emn Harbingers of Diſſolution, nor terrifed at its far 
more awful Conſequences. — The Merit of this Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Power of its divine Author, will 
unſeal the Tomb; will bring forth the ſleeping Duſt 
from the Chambers of Putrefadtion and build up the 
whole Man into Immortality and Glory. By this He 
will be preſented abithout Spot“; preſented faultleſs Þ ; 
yea, be preſented perfect , and with exceeding Foy, be- 
fore the ee 

What a Gift then is the Rigbteouſneſi of CHHIST !— 
Bleſſed be GOD for all the indulgent Diſpenſations of 
Providence ! Blefſed be GOD, tor all the beneficial 
Productions of Nature! But above all, bleſſed be GOD, 
for the tranſcendent and unſpeakable Gift of —CHRIST. 
and IS RIGHTEOUSNESS. | 


® Eph. v. 27. 1 Col.i. 28. 
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